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PRELIMINARY CORRESPONDENCE. 



Boston, March 10, 1852. 
Hon. JosErii T. Buckingham : 

Dear Sib, — The undersigned have been appointed by the 
governraeDt of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Aaso* 
ciation, a committee, with full powers, to confer with you 
respecting a history of that institution. They gladly acceded 
to your request, some time since, for the loan of our records, 
for the purpose of collecting the materials for an historical 
work in a manuscript form. 

We have recently understood that you have made some 
progress in that compilation, and we have been instructed, by 
the board, to invite you to change somewhat your original 
design, and to furnish us the work in such a form that it 
may be published by the association, for the nse of the 
members. 

The government would have reason for congratulation 
should you comply with our wishes, that one who is so emi- 
nently fitted, by experience in our affairs and his peculiar 
literary gifts, should be willing to devote his services to the 
Bubject. 

The awakened interest recently evinced in our community, 
in all historical matters, particularly as connected with the 
prominent actors in public affairs within the last half century, 
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many of whom were members of our association, will render 
the work of some regard even out of our own ranks, while to 
our own members and their families it will be invaluable, as 
presenting, in a tangible form, an honorable record of the 
past usefulness of the association, and be also an incentive 
to still greater efficiency in those who shall hereafter have 
the control of its affairs. 

We therefore trust that you will add one more favor to the 
many benefits you have already conferred upon your asso- 
ciatcH, and will devote a portion of that leisure, which your 
well-spent life has richly earned, in a detailed retrospect of 
the men and events, and the progress of an institution, which 
have exerted no inconsiderable influence in the community in 
which we live. 

We remain truly yours, &c. 

FREDERIC W. LINCOLN, Jln. 
OSMYN BREWSTER, 
JOSEPH M. WIGHTMAN, 

CommiUee. 




To Messbh, Lincoln, BttEwsTBR, ksd Wiohtman. 

Friends and Associates, — la compliance with your re- 
qaest, as a committee of the Massachusetts Charitable Me- 
chanic Association, I now place in your hands the product 
of a design I had formed near two years ago. For your 
gratification and for my own credit, I wish it were more 
worthy of your acceptance ; but, if the labor of compilation 
were still further protracted, it is not certain that the result 
would be more satisfactory. 

With deep respect, I dedicate the work to the members 
of the association, as a token of true and faithful regard. 
For more than forty years I have enjoyed the privilege of 
their fellowship ; and I cannot refrain from thus publicly ex- 
pressing my grateful acknowledgement of the courtesy and 
coniidence, they have repeatedly manifested, by bestowing 
Dpon me the most distinguished honors in their power to 
bestow. 

These Annals do not aspire to the dignity of history. 
They present little more than an abstract of official records. 
In many instances our records are deficient in details, and, in 
others, involve disagreements, which could not easily be rec- 
tified. Some deficiencies have been supplied and some di 
crepnnces have been reconciled, from my own personal recol- 
lections and the remembrance of others. Some of the details 
may be tedious and uninteresting. I am not, myself, satis- 
fied that a better judgement than mine would not have ex- 
clnded many particulars, that have here found a place, and 
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introdaced, perhaps, others, that have been omitted. It may 
be thought, too, that transactions and incidents, which the 
taste and morals of the present day would disapprove, should 
have been permitted to slumber on the pages of a manuscript 
record. But let it be remembered, that practices now con- 
Bidcred, in some quarters, as vices, were not, many years ago, 
deemed inconsistent with personal virtue, and their indul- 
gence found advocates and apologists among high-toned 
champions for refined morality. If a better state of society 
now exist**, let us not reproach our seniors and fathers for 
participating in the follies of their day and generation, but 
"thank God and take courage." Whatever may have been 
their faults, their virtues would not suffer in a comparison 
with ours. Better systems of education may have given to 
some of us opportunities for higher intellectual culture ; but 
it may be safely declared, without derogating from the merits 
of the living, that a set of nobler-minded, generous-hearted, 
upright and industrious men could not be selected from the 
long catalogue of those, whose names are given in the fol- 
lowing pages. 

It will doubtless be perceived that the names of those who 
have been admitted to membership by ballot, greatly out- 
number the names that have been printed with the several 
editions of the constitution. The discrepancy may be ex- 
plained by the fact, that those lists contain only the names of 
such as were then members or had died without resigning or 
forfeiting their membership. Many persons have been ad- 
mitted by ballot, who never signed the constitution, and 
many have, from delinquency, or other causes, ceased to be 
members. From a proper regard to feelings which might be 
injured by such a disclosure, the names of the delinquents 
arc not given in these annals, although they stand as such on 
the record 
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The extracts from recorda aad the reports of comraitf«es 
are presented, except in two or three instances, without alter- 
ation in regard to their phraseology. For obvious reasons, 
changes of such a nature were deemed inexpedient. If the 
work should full into the hands of critics, or come under the 
notice of other persons than those for whose use and gratifi- 
cation it was intended, let it be tindeistood, that these origi- 
nal documents were not written by professed scholars, but 
chiefly by men who were, in the truest sense of the words, 
SELF instducted; — men, who could wield the sledge and 
the broad-axe, ply the trowel and the saw, or flourish the awl 
and the needle, with honest pride and fearless confidence in 
their own true-hearted integrity, but who had not been accus- 
tomed to the use of the pen, nor been taught to express their 
thoaghts with grammatical accuracy. What they wrote was 
not written for publication ; but yet, it is believed, their pro- 
ductions will not suffer greatly on a comparison with corapo- 
Eitions of much greater and more pertinacious pretension. 

I apprehend that the brief biographical notices wiU not be 
the least interesting part of the book, if, indeed, any portion 
of it should be found to possess merit enough to redeem it 
froai speedy and utter oblivion. The preparation of such no- 
tices has been the most pleasant part of my labor ; they 
voold have been amplified in details and augmented in num- 
ber, but for the difliculty of procuring information. Some of 
these sketches, brief and imperfect as they are, have cost the 
writing of many letters, and the walk of many a tedious mile. 
Applications for facts and dates have not, always, been suc- 
cesslul, and letters, addressed in earnest and respectful terms, 
in some instances, have been treated with marked and silent 
neglect. Relatives and friends of deceased members, who 
have promptly and cheerfully responded to my inquiries, are 
eotiUed to a courteous acknowledgement. 
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With aU the care that has been bestowed on the compila- 
tion, there are, probablv. manj errors; — some owing, per- 
haps, to imperfection in the records, bat more, I fear, to ina- 
bility in the compiler. It is unnecessary to point oat all its 
defects, (for they are bat too apparent.) nor to present any 
farther apology for their existence, (for I know the candor of 
those to whom it is dedicated.) With my heartiest hopes 
that the association will continue to enjoy the honor and re- 
spect which it has jasdy acquired, and that its members, in- 
dividually, may pursue their prosperous career of industry, 
honor, and integrity, long after the hand which traces these 
lines shall have forgotten its cunning, I remain their firiend 

and associate, 

JOSEPH T. BUCKINGHAM. 

Cambridge^ September. 1S53. 
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The institution which is now known by the name of the 
" Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association " was or- 
ganized in the year 1795. From small and almost insignifi- 
cant beginnings, it has become, in its maturity, powerful and 
important, and exercises an imposing aud salutary influence 
on the civil, social and industrial condition of the city of 
Boston. In its infancy, it was doomed to contend with jeal- 
ousy and prejudice, — two of the most insidious and intracta- 
ble opponents to the melioration of difficulties, or the pro- 
gress of improvement 

During the troublous and perplexing times which preceded 
the Revolution, some of the mechanics of Boston performed 
essential service in resisting the oppressive measures of the 
British government, and the whole body of them, with a very 
few exceptions, were active and vigorous, in opposition to 
arbitrary power. Without the advantage which might have 
been derived from a formal organization, as a party, they 
seemed to act, as it were, by intuition. Doubtless there were 
associations of individuals, — drawn together by feelings of 
common interest and a sense of common danger, — in which 
measures of resistance, perhaps of retaliation, were devised 
and matured. Meetings of " Liberty Boys," — choice spirits 
of the age, — were frequently held, in places not frequented 
by the public, the proceedings of which were not divulged, 
and whose decisions were known only by succeeding events. 
X 
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These mar* ud ooaSdf m tial msftaHa^ex of mecbanics 
(called raMman") wov opMd >«>- iiKKi wr mg td by the Hnn- 
cocks, the Adftoucs, Ika OtiseK, the Wannu, &im1 oltins, 
wboee ooodmIs wck wMa ii iw tJ u aracnbu'. Soeb waa the 
gemnl um) anlimitad t o uMw e. ivp*"*^ "> * ^^'^ °^ ^^^ 
most actire ud mvlate, that the mohittide gnietall; adopted, 
vitboQt hesitation, the coonc of action vUdi they termed to 
hare dectecd. Ftocn Ae passing of Oe Stamp Act to the 
evaciBtkHi of Boston b; Ute Britid tnopc, tbe mechanics 
were, provvrtuaQT, prompt, eneigetic, and cffici«Dt in tbe exc- 
ODlioa of all prajects designed to fccan personal freedom 
and pt^ttcnl iodepeodence. 

After tbe reTototionair war and tbe acqnisitioa of nationsl 
indepeDdeoee, Ae mcekaam of Bootoo acted a coosptcooDs 
part in tbe efltafatisbment of a oonttitntional gorcroinent 
In 17^, tbe Constitnlson of tbe Umted Slates was sobjectod 
to a long and clabonUe discossion, in the Conventkin of 
Mas^chn^tis. Its opponents weie nomeroo^ and its ftiands 
began to fear that it might be njected. Some of those who 
opposed its adoption «'ere heaid to say that it woald not 
have been adopted but for outside imjbKMa. The Boston 
mechanics were important agents in secuiiog its ratification. 
They held repeated meetings al the Green Dragon tavern, 
passed resoJotions adapted to operate on tbe coorention, and 
adopted an address to that body, which was carried up and 
ptetented by a mass of mechanics and tradesmen, forming an 
unpoeing procession, led by Paol Revere and bis associates. 
Thia manifestation of popular sentiment, operating ou some 
of Uie leacUng members opposed to the constitution, it has 
been said, decided the fate of that instrument for Massacha- 
aette. 

Rivalries and jealousies frequently and naturally exist 
among persona of identical professions and pursuits, and no 
claim is set up for the Boston mechanics of preceding genera- 
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tions, that they were exempt from the common infirmity. 
Some of the wiser and more intelligent among them per- 
ceived the utility that might result from an association, 
whose aim should be to raise all its members to the level of 
the highest in the scale of excellence, — to aid each other in 
their stru^les for improvement and in the acquisition of 
wealth and independence, — to labor for the advancement of 
the art8 which add to the conveniences, comforts, and refine- 
ments of society, — and to cherish and diffuse the sentiments 
of generosity, magnanimity, benevolence, and fraternal affec- 
tion. Such, it ia believed, were the motives which led to the 
formation of the mstitution, whose origin and progress an 
attempt is made to exhibit in the succeeding pages. 
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The records of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic 
Association contain no account of the incipient measures 
which resulted in its institution. Most of those by whose 
agency it was formed have long been dead, and the only ex- 
isting record of their earliest proceedings is found in the news- 
papers of that period. The Columbian Centinel of Decem- 
ber 31, 1794, contains the following advertisement : — 

B^The Ttsdesmen, Mechanics, and Manufaciurera of this town aoil 
Ticioity, who keep apprenlices, nre desired lo meet at the Green Dragon, 
on Tuesday evening next, at 6 o'clock, for the purpose of coiisultins on 
meaaures for petitioning the General Court, to revise aod Euaend the Law 
respecting apprentices. 

There was no signature to this advertisement There ia a 
tradition, that Paul Revere, — one of the most influential me- 
chanics of the town, and one whom the others were accus- 
tomed to consult on matters that were deemed of general in- 
terest to them as a body, — was surprized on seeing the no- 
tice, and thought it rather an act of presumption in the anony- 
mous author to publish it without his knowledge. It was 
ascertained, upon inquiry, that Henry Purkitt, one of the moat 
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reapectable mecbanics, was the aatlior or instigator of the 
pnblication. It is presumed that a meeting was held agreea- 
bly to the call, but no record of ita proceedings ia known to 
exist It is also inferred, from the language of the advertise- 
ment, that the writer of it, at that time, intended nothing 
more than to procure the passage of a law that should put a 
atop to the practice, then and afterwards too prevalent, of ap- 
preniicea deserting their masters and obtaining employment 
from others, before they bad properly served out a regolar 
term of apprenticeship. Thia was undoubtedly the germ 
from which has grown the present large and influential inati- 
tution. It is not probable that any pclitiou waa then agreed 
upon, aa no notice of any is to be found on the jouruala or 
among the files of the Legislature. 

The Centinel of January 14, 1795, contains the following 
notice : — 

[l^The Commitlee of Tradesmen are reminded ihat iheir meeting is 
to be held at the Green Dragon, to-morrow evening, 6 o'clock, when their 
punctual attendance ia required. 

The next information we have of their proceedings ia the 
following, in the Centinel of January 17 : — 

NOTICE. 

The Mechanics of this town are requested to meet at Concert Hall, on 
Monday evening next, at G o'clock, for the purpose of receiving the report 
of their Committee, chosen 6n the 5th inst, on the subject of a Pelilion to 
the General Court A general attendance is requested. 

PAUL REVERE, Chmman. 

In the interval between the date of this notice and the 28th 
of February, it is suppoaed there were several meetings, at 
which the report of the committee was discussed. On the 
day last mentioned, a notice appeared in the newspapers, as 
follows : — 

ASSOCIATION OF MECHANICS. 
[ET^The Report of the Commillee of Mechanics, en the subject of an 
Association, will be distributed ihis day. Those who may happen to re- 
ceive them, are requested, after reading, to communicate them lo their 
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All researches for a copy of this report have been una- 
vailing. It is probable that it embraced a draft of the regula- 
tions referred to in the next advertisement. 

March 11. The following notice appeared in the news- 
papers: — 

MEETING OF MECHANICS. 
[t^"The Mechanics of ihe town of Boaioii are requesled lo meet at 
Concert Hall, this evenino, precisely at 7 o'clock, for the purpose of 
Inking into consideration and deciding- on the Report of their Committee, 
appoiDted on the 19lh of January, for the purpose of drafting regulntions 
for the proposed Association of Mechanics of this town, Aa the subject 
is of prime importance, and as llie sentiments of every one on Ihe subject 
are deaiied, it ia requesled ihal a general and punctual attendance will be 
given. Thoee vrho have received the printed copies of the report are re- 
que.9ied lo briug them with them at the meeting. 

PAUL REVERE, per order. 

March 18. Another adveiiisement, signed by Paul Revere, 
notified the mechanics of the town that their meeting stood 
adjourned to the 19th inst; when it was expected that the 
discussion of the report of the committee on Rules and 
Regidations would be completed, and a committee appointed 
to carry them into eiTect. 

March 34. Mr. Revere gave notice that " The Constitution 
of the Associated Mechanics of the Town of Boston will be 
ready for signing on Saturday next, at Mr. Ebenezer La> 
kin's Bookstore in Cornhill." This notice was repeated on 
Saturday, March 28, with the following addition : — " N. B. 
The book will be kept open at said store, from day to day, 
for signing." 

It does not distinctly appear why it is stated in the records 
that the Association was " Instituted March 15, 1795," — as 
there is no record of any meeting on that day, nor of any 
vote, accepting the constitution. The words quoted do in- 
deed appear on the title-page of the Book of Constitutions, 
but, from variation in the hand-writing, were evidently 
placed there some years afterward. The following is a copy 
of the constitution. 
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^ CONSTITUTION. 

]| in univeraally adniiued Ibal the combined operation of the mecluuuc 
pDwera haih beea the source of those useful inveuiions and scientitic aii^ 
which have given lo polished eociety its wealth, convenienceH, respecta- 
bility, anil defence, and whicli have ameliorated the condition of its citi' 
zen*. Bational, therefore, is the inference, that the associatioi) of those 
who conduct liioae poweia will prove highly beneficial lo them, by pro- 
molii^ mutual good offices and feUowahip ; — by sssistiug the necaagi- 
lon* ;— H^ncouragiog Ihs inirenioun ; — and rewarding the fuithrul. To make 
■■ Wcpnriment to elleci these desirable ends is the great object of itui 
pi w u ant associates, who, placing a generous confidence in each othei, 
agree to be governed, as a society, by the fallowing Regulations : — 



t 1. The Myle of this Aasociation shall be Tht Aiiociattd JUechanki 
and ManufiutvrtTi of the Commonwealth of Manaehasetts. 

t 2. This Association shall have a common seal, which shall always 
be in the care of the secretary, and shall bo attached to all cetlifioates of 
the nuociation. 

t 3. This Association shall consist of mechanics and manufaotnieis 
only. Every candidate shall be of Iwenly-one years of age ; — if a me- 
(thanic, he shall be a ma.sler-workinan ; — if a manufacturer, he shall be a 
proprietor of a manufactory, or a superintendent thereof: — He shall be a 
jMrson of good moral character, who shall have fulfilled hia eng^ements 
Its an apprentice ; — He shall stand proposed at a previous meeting of the 
nsaocialion or board of trustees: — shall be lecoiumended by the Irus- 
Ices of the association ; and shall obtain the votes of t^vo thirds of the 
members present at a regular meeting thereof. He shall not exercise the 
privilege of a member until he shall have signed the^e regulations, and 
paid the secretary a sum not less than One dollar and fifty cents. 

On signing the regulations, every member shall receive a certificate of 
membership. He shall pay therefor Chie dollar, — Twenty-five cents of 
which ahall be the fee of the secretary. 

A member may be expelled for miaconduct, lo be determined such 
only by a vote of two tliirds of the members present at a regular meeting. 
He forfeits hia membership when he shall employ or entertain any bound 
apprentice, who shall have left the person he was bound to, without said 
person's consent ; and when he shall have refused to pay his assessments 
for one year after being called upon therefor by the secretary, — extra- 
ordinary cases excepted, to be dolerrained by the association. After 
being expelled, or forfeiting his membership, be shall not be readmitted, 
tinlesB he be re-prnpoaed, obtain the votes of three quarters of the members 
present at a regular meeting of the association, and pay not less Aan 
One dollar and filty cents. 
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f 4, The officers of the aMociation shall be a Presiilent, n Vice-Prosi- 
dent, a Treasurer, nine Tnisleen, and a Secretary ; all of whom, eiceptinj; 
the trustees, shall be chosen separately by written voles. The trustees 
may be voted for on one written list, A majority of voles shall make a 
choice. They ehall confititule a Board, the style of which shall be The 
PrttidetU and Trustees o/Uu AiaociaUd Mtchaniei taid Menufaclurtrs of 
Maitaehxi/iilU. Seven of them shall form a quoram. 

The President shall preside at all meeting's of the society and trustees. 
He has power to call sperial meetings on suitable application. He shall 
sign all the acts and certificates of the association and trustees. He 
shall have power to appoint such temporary eubordinate ofHcers as from 
time to time shall be deemed necessary for the piomotioii of order and 
the arrangement of processions. 

The Vice-President exercises all the functions of the president ii\his 

In the absence of the president and vice-president, the Treasurer 
presides at all meeting, but cannot sign any acts or certificates of the 

The Treasurer shall be entrusted with the funds and moneys of the 

I association. He shall give bonds lo the president and trualeea for the 
faithful performance of his trust He shall report annually the amount 
and species of the funds in his possession. He shall pay no moneys un- 
I less on a warrant, signed by the president, vice-president, and two 
trustees. 
The Secretary ahall collect all the moneya of the association ; — he 
I shall pay the same lo the treasurer, who shall receipt therefor ; — he shall 
present a slatemenl of his receipts and payments, annually, in Decem- 
I ber; — he shall keep fair and regular journals of all proceedings, meeting's 
and votes of the society ; — he shall attend all meetings of the society 
and board of tiustees, and such committees as shall require his attend- 
ance. He shall not be eligible to vote at the board of trustees. He shall 
be exempted from all assessments, and shall have an annual com^ea- 

The President and Trustees shall superintend the pruilential conoems 
of the association ; — they are the guardians of its interest, honor, respeot- 
I ability, and prosperity. They may correspond with any other associa- 
' tion of mechanics and manufacturers, but they must lay such correspond- 
ence before the association, for its information. They shall meet monthly 
on the concerns of the association ; but tlieir expenses shall not be borne 
by the association. They may make their own by-laws, not inconsistent 
with these regulations. Three of the trustees go out of office annually. 

The meetings of the society shall be on the third Thursdays of De- 
cember, March, June, and September, at such time and place as shall be 

The annual meeting shall be in December, when there shall be a 
public festival. The choice of officers will be in Deoember, annually. 
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The roll shall be called at h&lf tn hour sfler the time at which the ineet- 
■n^ is BOtified. 



t 1. The Funds of this Bssociation shall be appropriated in promoling 
&e iateresl thereof; — in assisting the necessitous ; — in enroamsiiiig the 
iDCeaious, anil rew^anling the faithful. They shall be invented in the 
public stock, at the discretion of the president and tnistees. They shall 
be raised,— 

First. — From the assesamenl of One doUai, paid bj each member, on 
admission : — 

Seconilly, — From the assessment on each member, aonnally, of One 
dollar, to be paid by quarterly assessments : — 

Thirdly, — By such donations and legacies as may, from time lo time, 
be made the society. 

The additional Fifty cents, paid by each member on admission, and ail 
fiiies recovered, shall constitute a floating fund, for defraying the ooatin- 
gent expenses of the society, not otlierwiae provided for. 

i 2. There shall be constiiuted an additional fund, to be called The 
Futteral CharitabU FuTtd, It shall be raised by the voluntary subeorip' 
tioQs of the members, of Twenly-dve cents each, to be paid the secretaty. 
Il shall be thus appropriated : — 

Whenever a member, who has eubscribe<l to the fund, dies, it shall ba 
the duly of the president, vice-president, and two of the iruslees, to no- 
tify and direct the treasurer to pay to the widow or family of such de- 
ceased member, the sum of Forty dollars, — together with a letter of con- 
dolence. 

Whenever the above sum shall be thus appropriated, the secretary 
ahall assess the subscribers to the fund, to the amount thereofj to replace 
4wnme. 

' -••So one shall participate of this fond who is not a member, and a snb- 
•ortber thereto. A subscriber forfeits his claim thereto whenever he ehall 
have neslecled to pay bis assessments for one year after being called on 
therefor by the secretary. (Extraordinary cases only excepted, to be de- 
termined such by the subscribers.) 

Every subscriber lo this fund shall have a certiiicate of the same. 



4 I. To reward industry, sober habits, and fidelity, the a 
crees, that every Apprentice, on arriving at twenty-one years of age, who 
■ball produce to the association, a certificate from the person with whom 
he hath served his apprenticeship, that he has behaved with fidelity and 
I, and has not violated any agreement made with him, — it »hall 
be the duly of tbe pre.sident and trustees lo direct that the applicant be 
furnished with a certificate, sealed with the seal of the association, signed 
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hf the president and vice-presidenl, and alleeled by llic secretary. ^Vhich 
certificate Hhiill be iu the following terms : — 



MastaehutelU Mechanic A.i>ociation. 



To all who shall a 
Whereas 



) these Presenia, Greeting. 

of , hath presented 

setting forth that the said 



the certificate of 

- hath duly discharged 



faithful apprentice 

of the association : 



the duties and fulfilled his en^agenieiits, 
tlial he reconunends him as worthy the 
Therefore, 

We, the President and Vice-Presldentj 
^ruil him this certificate of our approbati 

the notice, encouragement, protection, and patronage of all persona, 
i^onntries, where he may sojourn. 
In testimony whereof, we have canned the seal of our associalior 

attached to these presents, and signed the same, this day of - 

in the year of our Lord , and 

Pretidtnl. 

Vict-President. 

Attest, 

Stcretary. 

S 2. Erery person, obtaining this certificate, shall pay One dollar to 
the secretary, — Twenty-five cents of which shall be the fee of the Secre- 

t 3. There shall be a general Standard for the association, to be borne 
in general processions ; it shall be in the care of the president. ^ 

\ 4. In all proeefisionB, the mechanic and manufacturing 
be marshaled by crafts, alphabetically arranged. 



Aj this association is fanned for the sole purposes of promoting the 
mechanic arts and extending the practice of benevolence, the introduc- 
tion of political or religious disputes or qiiestioiiB shall always be consid' 
eted as deviations from order, and as inconsislent with onr laudable insti- 



The following list embraces the names of aU the original 
members, so far as they can be ascertained from the records, 
and from tradition; — that is, all who are known, or supposed, 
to have had any agency in forming the association, or who 
signed the constitution previous to the admission of mera- 
beis by ballot : — 
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pRiU Rerere, Goldsmitb. 
Sarauel Selton, Farrier. 
Benjamin Callen.ler, Tailor. 
Kilwaril Tuckerman, Baker, 
Jonathan Balch, Pump vid Block- 
Richard Faxon, Blacksmith. 
Samuel Gore,t Painter. 
Stephen Gore, Currier. 
Edmund Hartt.t Shipvrrigiht. 
Benjnmin Russell, Printer. 
John Wyer,t Eigger. 
Jonathan Hunewell, Bricklayer. 
Oxtoii Morae,t Conlwainer. 
Henry Purkill, Cooper. 
Eben. Larkjn, BoobbJndor. 
Uaac P. Davisit Ropemnker. 
William Leach,t Sa^ldbr. 
Daniel Msssin^er, Hatler. 
William Woada,f Baker. 
William Todd,t Housewri^hl. 
John Comish-t Tailor. 
Humphrey Clark, Tailor. 
John W. Folsom,t Printer. 
Jonathan Kilion, Bakor. 
Amos Lincoln,! Hou«ewrighl. 
David West, BooLwIler. 
James Plijllip*, Ropemaker. 
Samuel AhboII,t Cooper. 
George Weller, Tailor, 
Tliomaa Howe,t Tumor. 
Job Wheelwright, Cooper. 
Jedidinh Liucoln.t Housewright, 
Mosos Thayer, Tailor. 
Peter Cade, Ropemsker. 
James EuoRon, Cooper. 
Josiah Fowle, Hairdresser. 
John StutBOn,t Housewright 
Braddock Loring,t Housewright 
Blkanah Cuehinan,t Hairdresser. 
Samuel J. Tuck,t Windsor Chair- 
maker and Paint- seller, 
John G, Scliollz.t Fun-ior, 

The persons, to whose naroee this mark (f) is altached, withdrew from 
the association, or had ceased to be members before tho time of their 
decease. 



P»iil Revere, jva.i Goldsrailh. 

Zechnriah Hicks, Saddler. 
William Andrews, Bookbinder. 
Andrew Fioyd.f Housewright 
John Cotton, Painlet. 
Thomas S. Boardman.t Hatter. 
William Willi8m8,t Halter. 
William Jep8on,t Housewright. 
Joseph Tupker,t Housewright. 
Henry MesBiDzer,t Hatter. 
Wra, Alexander,! Cabinet-maker. 
Peter Mcintosh, Blacksmith. 
Richard Caswell, Ropemaka 
William Tyler.t Rope 
Gi'rshom Spear, Coops 
Mamey Mason, Baker. 
William Stephens,! Carponten 
Solomon Cotton, Blacksmith. 
Thomas Patten, Blacksmith. 
William Heath, Saihnaker. 
Levi Haorsey, Cordwainer. 
Wra. C. Uunneman,! Coppersmilh. 
Ezra Parmenter, Blacksmitli. 
Thomas Hearsey, Housewright. 
Oliver Wiswall, Housewright. 
Michael Homer,! Mason. 
Josiah Snellins,! Baker. 
Peter Smink, Silk-dyer, 
Samuel Perkins, Painter. 
John Denton, Blacksmith, 
William Wliall, Whitesmith. 
Oliver Johonnol, Tailor. 
John McFarlane,! Watchmaker. 
Jonathan Wheeler, Bricklayer. 
Henry Blaney.! Bricklayer. 
John Wells,! Coppersmith. 
Thomas Clement,! Housewright 
Giles Richards,! Cotton and Wwlen 

Card-maker. 
Samuel Rangs,! Cordwainer. 
Nathaniel Balch,! Halter. 
Ephraim Thayer, Engine-builder. 
Lemuel Gardner, Cooper. 
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The earliest existing record begins as follows : — 

BOSTON MECHANIC ASSOCIATION. 

At a meeting of the society at Conc^ert Hall, April 8, 1795 — 
Proceeded to the choice of a secretary, when, the votes being coonted, 

il appeared that Mr. John W, Folsom waa uoanimoUBly choaen — and ao- 

oepted. 

The record proceeds to say it was " Voted, That the choice 
of officers be postponed to next Thursday evening ; — that thts 
book containing the articles of the society be kept open for 
signiag at the bookstore of the secretary until Thursday eve- 
ning ; — that the secretary send a notification to each member 
of the society, who shall have signed the rules and articles, 
of the time and place of meeting, and business of the society, 
at least one day previous to the above-said time of choice ; — 
and that Mr. Ebenezer Larkin be empowered to pay into the 
hands of the secretary, the moneys he has in his possession 
belonging to the association, taking his receipt therefor," The 
meeting was then adjourned to Thursday evening, the 16th 
of the same month. 

At the adjourned meeting, April 16, the members proceeded 
to elect the officers provided for in the conatitation. The 
whole number of ballots was eighty-five; which was two 
more than the whole number that had signed the constitution. 
On the first ballot Edward Tuckerman was chosen president, 
and, being present, ^'- declined accepting ihat ojftce." Another 
ballot for president was taken, and Paul Revere was unani- 
mously chosen. Edward Tuckerman was then unanimously 
elected vice-president, and Samuel Gore treasurer. N. Balch,* 
Richard Faxon, Edmund Hartt, Benjamin Russell, T. Cle- 
ment,* S. Bangs," Benjamin Callender, Stephen Gore, and 
Giles Richards,' were chosen trustees. Mr. Balch, being pres- 



• Neilher of lbe«e nunea Bppean among ibe tigOBIurea lo Ihe c< 
a&tt thOK of miny olhcn wfaa were Bdioilled by ballol at lubsequent 
asquenlly Ihey were qoI. constiiuiinnal!^, memben, when chosen la 
flad Iho lignalures of Balch. Clement, or Bangs. ulUclied lo Ihe cor 
plaea. Balch. il ts preaumed nevct considered bimactf a member. 
1a uijr fbRue icoord. 
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eat, dedined saving, and Jonathan Iluaewell waa chosen in 
his stead. 

A vote waa passed, requesting "the board of trustees to 
have the constitution of the associated mechanics printed, to- 
gether with a list of the members, whose names are annexed 
thereto." 

It was also voted, "as a primary regulation, that, tfaiB 
society, being formed for the sole purpose of promoting the 
mechanic arts, and advancing the happiness of the associates, 
ait mechanics and men, will not, in their associate capacity, 
permit, in their meetings, any debate or conversation upon 
any political subject whatever, unless wherein they may be 
essentially interested as mechanics." 

The board of trustees was requested to take the earliest 
opportunity to present to the next session of the General 
Court of the commonwealth, a "petition in behalf of the 
associated mechanics of the town of Boston, praying foi an 
act of incorporation." 

The meeting was then adjourned to the second Thursday 
in June. 



In the mean time, the government held meetings, agreea- 
bly to the provisions of the constitution. The times and 
places for their future meetings were fixed and recorded; 
after which it was voted, "that, as punctuality is necessary 
to effect the purposes of this institution, every member of the 
board of trustees, who shall neglect to attend at the stated 
meetings of this board, after having been previously notified, 
shall pay into the hands of the secretary a fine of One shil- 
ling and six pence, which shall be appropriated to the use of 
the society," 

Paul Revere, Benjamin Russell, and Edward Tuckerman 
were appointed a committee to prepare the petition for an 
act of incorporation. They were also requested, by a vote, 
" to draw up a comprehensive address on the subject of this 
institution, requesting the aid of the mercantile part of the 
community in forwarding the same ; and as soon as the con- 
etitation shall be printed, the secretary be directed to enclose 
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one copy, in behalf of this board, to twen^ of the principal 
merchants of the town of Boston." 

The merchants, whose names follow, were designated as 
those to whom the constitution should be sent: — 



Thomas Russell, 
John CoiHt) Jones, 
Stephen Higginson, 
John Cod man, 
Ebenezer Parsons, 
JeHrey &, Russell, 
Nathaniel Fellow es, 
Daniel Sargeant, 
Theodore Lyman, 
Parkmaii & Blake, 



Joseph Coolidge, 
Samuel Eliot, 
Samuel Brown, 
James Tisdale, 
Thomas Amory, jun. 
William Little, 
David Sears, 
Joseph Blalce, 
Joseph May, 
William Smith. 



In conformity to his instructions, the secretary transmitted 
to each of these merchants, a letter, of which the following 
is a copy : — 

Boiton, 5(A Was, I'^^S. 
Sir, — I am diracted by the board of tniBlees of the asaocialed mechan- 
ics of the town of Boston, to present you with s copy of their oonstitQlJon, 
•nd to requesl you, ae far as yoa deem it consistenl, lo patronize an insti- 
tution fotmed for Ihe reciprocal benetitd of the merchaal and mecbanic 
Wilh reapect, I am, Sir, your very bumble servant, 

Secretary. 

The secretary having exhibited certain demands against 
Ihe association, the government voted, "that the accounts 
presented and read by the secretary, amounting to Twenty 
pounds and six pence, being the expenses which have arisen 
in organizing the society of associated mechanics, be paid, 
and that the secretary be directed to assess each individual 
member the sum of Three shillings, to be appropriated ae*- 
cordingly," 

The committee appointed to prepare a petition to the Gen- 
eral Court, reported a draft, which, after some alight amend- 
meats, was adopted, as follows : — 
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To the Honorable the Senate anil the Hanorable the Houne of Bepceseni- 

atives of the Cumm on wealth of Massac hu.setla. 
The Petition of ilie subscribers, Ttusteea uf the Mechanic Association of 

the town of Boston, respectfully sheweth, 

Thai the society having, for a series of years, experieneed great incon- 
Teoiences from ihe diacoiDected state of the mechanics of the town of 
Boston, which has, in a great measure, retarded the mechanic arts in a 
■tote, the freedom and liberality of whose constitution, and its situation as 
a manufacturing country, promised their greatest extension, — they faave as- 
aociated themaelveB to remedy those inconTeniences ; and the subscribers, 
in their behalf, respectfully solicit of Ihe General Court of Massachusetts 
■n act of incorporation, thereby folly to extend and perpetuate Ihe bene- 
fits of their institution — the principles of which may be found in the eon- 
(tilution they have adopted — which they request the Honorable Court to 
take into their wise consideration, well poramuled it will be found to com- 
bine the interests of the community at largo with that of the present pe- 
titioners, — who, aa in duty bound, will ever pray. 

The petition was signed by every member of the board of 
trustees ; and Messi^. Revere, Tuckerman, Gore, Russell, and 
Folsom were directed to present it to the Legislature. The 
committee was also instructed to present a printed copy of 
the constitution to each of the Boston representatives, and to 
send twenty copies to the Legislature for the tise of the 
members of the two branches. 

June 2. Quarterly meeting of the Association. The eighih 
section of the " general regulations" was slightly amended, 
and the " tenth section of the same article " was expunged,* 
The following candidates for membership, having been pre- 
viously approved by the government, were balloted for and 
admitted : — ■ 



Richard Hunewell, Mason. 
William Greenoiigh, Printer. 
John Bray, Cooper. 
fihubael Bell, Carpenter. 
Daniel Tuttle, Mason. 
. WilUam Daley, Baker. 
Charles Moore, Carpenter. 
Samuel Todd, Carpenter. 
TTwmas Christie, Housewright. 



David Cobb, Blacksmith. 
John Russell, Printer. 
Jacob Porter, Tailor. 
Samuel Emmons, Ropemaker 
Samuel Smith, Baker. 
Edward Edes, Baker. 
John Jenkins, Baker. 
Phillip Hitchbotn, Cooper. 



• TUs refen, it is pi 
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September 10. Quarteriy meeting. The secretary was 
directed to send printed notifications of all future meetings to 
all the members. 

" Votedt That the secretary be directed to receive from each 
individoal, that may become a member of this society, the 
sum of Three shillings, or Fifty cents, in addition to his sub- 
scription, agreeable to a like sum assessed the former mem- 
bers of the society to defray the necessary expense in organ- 
izing and establishing the same." 

*'F6terI, That the public festival, pointed out in the con* 
sdtatioa to be held annually, be postponed the present year." 

December 10. Annual meeting. The committee of the 
government, appointed for that purpose, made a report on 
the accounts of the treasurer and secretary; from which it 
appeared that the secretary had received Two hundred and 
eleven dollars, — Two hundred of which he had paid over to 
the treasurer, retaining the remainder in his hands ; — that the 
treasurer had paid, on orders passed by the board of trustees, 
Sixty-seven dollars and twenty-five cents, — and had on hand 
One hundred and thirty-two dollars and seventy -five cents ; — 
and that there appeared to be due from the members, includ- 
ing the assessment for the current month. One hundred and 
twelve dollars and seventy-five cents ; — and that there were 
oatstanding bills against the association amounting to Seven- 
teen dollars and seventy-five cents. 

The following caudidates, having passed the investigation 
and received the approval of the government, were admitted 
as members : — 

Jolin Howp, jun. Housewright. Thomas Tannatl, Baker. 

Thomas Gibson, Saddler. Aston Wiliard, Clock-maker, 

Jacob Emmons, Baker, Zeba Thayer, Blackanuth. 

The officers for tlie year ensuing were elected, as fol- 
lows : — 

Paul Revere, Prtiident. Samuel Gore, Trtaiurer. 

Edwaid Tuckerman, Vice-Presidtitt. John W. FolBom, Secretary. 
RiL-hard Faxon, Benjamin Russell, Giles Riohaids, 

Thomas Clement, Edmund Harit, Jonathan Huiiewell, 

Stephen Gore, Benjamin Callender, Samoel Emmons, 

Trwteei. 
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It was voted, " That the board of trustees be requested to 
prctieiit the petition in behalf of the Associated Mechanics to 
the next Bession of the General Court; and that they alter 
tbe appellation of the society, and, in stead thereof it be 
styled ' Tlie Aisociation of Mechanics of Ike CommoKwealth of 
MassachutrUs! " 

Ilere ends an abstract of the recorded and traditionary pro- 
ceetlings of the association during the first year of its consti- 
tutional existence. It was a small beginning. A strange 
and unaccountable prejudice against it pervaded the eomma- 
nity. Some of the merchants, — men of influence in their pro- 
fflBBion and in society generally,— opposed it with a degree of 
asperity, which it is now dilHcult to understand or to appre- 
ciate. The only cause, which tradition assigns for the hostil- 
ity, was an apprehension that it was a combination to extort 
extravagant prices for labor, and to impose conditions and 
restrictions, that might essentially injure the interests of me- 
chanics who were not members of the institution. 

A practice was early introduced, at the monthly meetings 
of the trustees, of having a supper, aft«r the business of the 
meeting was completed. These social entertainments were 
given at the expense of the members themselves. At first, 
they were of a simple character, and were partaken of only 
by the members of the government. Soon, however, they t>e- 
gan to assume a tone of conviviality, and gentlemen without 
the pale of the association were invited, till, at length, the 
guests fre<iuently outnumbered the trustees. This practice 
gave dissatisfaction to some, who thought they could not af- 
ford the expense of such an entertainment as was sometimeB 
provided, when governors, judges, and the higher class of 
military officers, were among the guests. In later years, wor- 
thy and talented members of the association declined serving 
as trustees, for no other reason than that their circumstauces 
did not admit of a display equal to that of some of their co- 
temporaries. There is no doubt, however, that the practice 
bad some eflect in rendering the institution popular, and had 
influence in securing for it a legal existence. 
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APPENDIX TO 1795. 



Of the eighty-three persons, supposed to have been orig- 
inal members, forty voluntarily seceded from the association, 
or forfeited their membership by neglecting to comply with 
the requisitions of the constitution, in the course of a few 
yearo. Not more than three of the whole number are now 
(April, 1853) known to be living. One of them, Isaac P. 
Davis, carried on, extensively, the manufacture of cables and 
cordage, in ropewallis on the westerly side of Charles-street, — 
which were destroyed by fire in 1818, — on ground since oc- 
cupied as a public garden. Mr. Davis is still living, though 
not now a member of the association, and may be seen al- 
most any day in State-street — an agreeable and healthy octo- 
genarian. Samuel Abbott, long known as a leading man 
among the coopers, withdrew from the association many years 
ago, and removed to 'Leominster, in the county of "Worces- 
ter, where he is living in easy circumstances. William C. 
Hunneman, coppersmith, lives in Roxbury. lie took up hia 
connection with the association many years ago. 

Paul Revere, whose name stands at the head of this list, 
was born in Boston, in December, 1734, O. S. (January 1, 
1735 ;) and died there in May, 1818, at the age of eighty-four, 
YVis ancestors were Huguenots and wrote their name Kivoire, 
His grandfather emigrated from St. Foy in France to the 
island of Guernsey, and his father, at the age of thirteen, was 
sent by his friends from that island to Boston, to learn the 
trade of a goldsmith, where he married and had several chil- 
dren, of which Paul was the eldest. Like most of the Hugue- 
nots, who emigrated to this country, the elder Revere waa 
very industrious, and very austere in his religious opinions. 
To the great affliction of the pious and conscientious father, 
Paul attended public worship with the congregation of the 
Rev. Dr. Mayhew. He was brought up by his father to the 
business of a goldsmith, and made himself very serviceable 
in the use of the graver. Having a taste for drawing, he 
3 
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made it bis peculiar basiness to design and execute all the 
CDgravings on the Tarioua articles of silver ware, which were 
then raanufaclnred in New England. 

In 1756, Boon after Revere became of age, an expedition 
wu organized against Crown Point, then in possession of the 
French. In this expedition he received the appointment of 
lieutenant of artillery, and was stationed at Fort Edward oa 
Lake George, the greater part of that year. After bis retaru 
to Boston, he married, and commenced business as a gold- 
ttmitb, which, with engraving and other mechanical and man- 
nfactaring arts, were objects of industry and study, from time 
to time, during a long and active life. He had great fondness 
for mechanics, as a science, and early made himself acquaint- 
ed with many of the most important principles, studying 
them with intense delight Engraving on copper was an art 
in which he was sclf-inslructcd. One of his earliest engrav- 
ings of this description was a portrait of his friend, the Rev. 
Dr. Mayhew. In 1766, he engraved a picture, emblematical 
of the repeal of the Stamp Act; and, in 1768, a very popular 
caricature of the " Seventeen Reacinders.' In 1770, he pub- 



* A> IhcK are probably very few copiea of Ihii prim in exiilence, Ihe rollowing 
dncriplioD o( il wilt Ik a nuveli^ lo many readera, and may be accepuble !□ all : — 
In the bcpnnin^ oflhe year 17'VS, when Ihe meaiures of ibe Iirili«b governmenl were 
amuming more and more of a Ihrealening aapecl, the Houae of Repreaenlatives of 
Mauaehuaeiu voted lo wnd a circular lo lbs leiri'lalurea of Ibe aeveral provinoca, 
upon iba alanning alale of aflain wilh Ihe molber counlry. Tbm meainre gave ao 
luiieh oSeact, id Ihe King, Ihal he lenl oul order* lo Governor Bernard, lo demand, 
peremptorily, ihal ihe vole ihould be reicinded and obliieraled. The ileinuid being 
jadgcd uareaaonalile, afler deUtle, a vole wi> paaaed noi lo coararm lo il: — irvmlitn 
nietnlien oniy voting /or il, end nitiigtwo againil it. Tlie*e inemberB became noio- 
ikHii in ■ polllical applicaiiioa : — iiBmietn being calied the Tory number, and the 
"gtorient nimiji-iiBii," aa it vnu called, indiealed Ibak of Ibe Whig*. The acTcn- 
leen member* were branded with the name of E^Hadm, and were Irealed 
m Ibe mo«l conlempluoua msflner, Revere'a carioalure helped lo increaae ibe 
odium. Il wai enltlled, " A waru rt.*c« — bell '." The piciure repreaeoled ■ |air 
of monatroua open jaws, reaembting liioae of a ibBrlt, wilb OaiiieB i«*uing from Iheio, 
and the Devil, wilb a large piicbforb, iltiving Ihe Seveuieea Rercinden lulo lh« 
flamea. excUimlng " Now I've gol yoa — a Sue haol, by Jove!" \t a reluclanoe to 
enter i* abown by the Turemoit man, another devil Qiea lowarda him wilb a rorlc, ory- 
ing out, " Pmli on, Tim !" (referTiiig lo Timolhy Rujglea, ftmiliarly known aa Brig- 
adier Rnggli^n, of Worcester county, a leader of ibe Tor)' parly.) Over llie upper 
jaw wu aeen, in Ihe back ground, the eupola of Ibe Province llouw, which waa Ihe 
reaidenee, with Ihe Indian bow nud arrow, the arma oS Ibe pcoviniw. 
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lished an engraved print, represenfing the Massacre in King- 
street (now State-street) on the memorable Fiftji of March ; 
and, in 1774, another of a historical character, representing 
the landing of the British troops in Bo«ton. Copies of all 
these works arc still extant, though extremely rare. In 177S, 
he engraved the plates, made the press, and printed the bills, 
of the paper money which was ordered by the Provincial 
Congress of Massachusetts, then in session at Watertown. 
He was sent by this Congress to Philadelphia, to obtain in- 
formation respecting the manufactnre of gunpowder. The 
only powder-mill then in the colonies was in the vicinity of 
Philadelphia. The proprietor refused to let Revere take any 
drawing or specitication whatever, or any memorandum of 
the process of the manufacture, but permitted him to see the 
mill in full operation. With the slight information thus ob- 
tained, he was able, on his return, to construct a mill, which 
w^as soon put in operation with complete success. 

During the whole of Ihe struggle for independence, Revere 
felt like a true American and acted like a worthy son of a 
Hngnenot He was several times sent by the Provincial to the 
Continental Congress, on confidential business. He was one 
of the persons who planned and executed one of the most 
daring projects which characterized the times, — the destruc- 
tion of the Tea in Boston harbor, — an event, which has never 
yet been so copiously described nor so elaborately considered 
in its effects, as it deserves, by the philosophical historiau. 
He was one of a club of young men, chiefly mechanics, who 



ilioul eighLy yean old. 
iwlhilone waa Mill In 
n, leaioiis in Ibe cauae 



A copy of Ihi* prim wan ahown to Mr. Revere, when be waf 

He *Bid he bad nol eeen it far oiany yean, — was pleased lokr 

eiialencc. — and oflered lo buy il. He aaid he waaa young m 

of liherty. when he skelchcd il.and bad rnrgiillen many of Ibe i 

he did remember, tbnl wbde he was duing' il. the tamous [7J Doctor Church eaine 

into hia ahogi, and, ■eeing' what he was ahoui, loolc a pea and Wiole (he followilis 

Incn, whicli he reoilcd from memory, s» no acoooipanimeiil ;— 

" On, brave Reacinders '■ to yon yawning- cell ! 

Seventeen auch miscreanu ibere will alarlte bell ; 
There pnny Viilaini, damned for petty iin, 

On tuch diatingruubed Scou-adrrh gaze and grin ; 

The out-done Dwii will reiign hia away ; 
Br cum hi* millioDa in a day," 
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3 tot tbe |n i nMftf of wmtcfaiag the movcmeotr of the 
Britiih tiDopa in Boaton, and acted an importaot part in the 
Kremta wiDrb occnmd about tbe nioeteeath of April, 1775. 
la idatMMi to this point, be wroie a letter to the correspond- 
tag aeaeiaiy of tbe Maiaaehoactts Historical Society, in reply 
to eofoe inqoirie* from that officer, — vbich may be found in 
the eoOectioos of that aoeiety. 

After tbe British evacoated Bostoit, a re^roent of artilleiy 
was raised for the defence of tbe state. In this regiment, 
BeTere was appointed a major, and af[erwanJ« a lieotenaat- 
coloneJ, and remained in the eerrice till tbe close of tbe war. 
During all this period, be might be s^id to hold tbe sword in 
one baud and the implements of mechanical trades in the 
other, and all of them subservient to the great cause of Amer- 
ican libeny. Wbenever any thing new or ingenions in tbe 
mechanical line was wanted for the public senJce, the public 
looked to him for the consummatiou of the design. After 
tbe peace of 17S3, he resumed his business as a goldsmith. 
.\t a later period he erected an air-furnace, in which he cast 
brass cannon and cbuich bells. A new era commenced in 
sbip-building ; and his attention was turned to the manufac- 
ture of copper bolts and spikes to be used in the sheathing of 
vessels; and for this purpose he erected extensive works at 
Canton, about fifteen miW from Boston, where the rolling of 
copper and tbe casting of guns and bells were carried on. 
The same business is still continued at this place by his soc- 
cessors, — an incorporated company, bearing his name. 

In 178iS, the mechanics of Boston were much excited in 
fovor of the Constitution of the United States, and held 
nameroQS meetings at the Green Dragon tavern, Mr. Revere 
presided at these meetings; and when it had been agreed 
that the mechanics should present, in a body, certain resolu- 
tions in favor of its ratification, to the Convention, which was 
then deliberating upon it, at the meeting-house in Federal- 
street, be marched at the head of the procession. At tlie time 
of his death, lie was conneoted with many of the benevolent 
and nsefal institutions, which dignify and embellish the me- 
tropolis of Massachusetts, in all of which he was an active 
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and munificent member. By an uncommonly long life of in- 
dustry and economy, he was able to obtain a competency 
in regard to property, and to educate a large family of child- 
ren, many of whom are living to enjoy the contemplation 
of the character of an upright, patriotic, and virtuous father. * 

Saml^el Sello.v, the second person who affixed his name 
to the constitntion, was a native of England, and was en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuits before he came to America. 
He was not bred to any mechanical trade, but when he set- 
tled in Boston, he took up the business of a farrier, which he 
carried on some years, in connection with other branches of 
the trade of a blacksmith. His shop was in Brom field -street, 
on the spot now occupied by Washingtonian hall, and his 
dwelling-house was on the opposite side of the street. He 
was the owner of both these estates. He was shrewd, intelli- 
gent, and upright; and, with a considerable property, made 
by industry and economy, he removed to Weston in the 
county of Middlesex, where he died about iifty years ago, — 
leaving no son, but three daughters, all of whom were re- 
spectably married, and have descendants now living in Bos- 
ton. Mr. Sellon was respectably connected in England. 
One of his near relatives, of the same name, was a judge of 
one of the courts in 1815. 

BsNJAMm Callendeb, son of Ebenezer Callender, was born 
in Boston, in 174-5, and died there, March 10, 1828, aged 
eighty-three. He served a regular apprenticeship with a tailor 
by the name of Copeland. He married and began business 
in Boston about the year 1770, but left the town with his 
family and lived at Naticlc during the Siege. He returned to 
Boston soon after the Evacualion. The life of a mechanic, 
who minds his own business, and whose principal aim is to 
maintain an honest reputation for integrity and industry in 
the society of which he is a member, affords but little mate- 
rial for a biographical notice; but the silent influence of the 
example of such a man is more to be valued than all that 
can usually be derived from the history of the busding war- 
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tan far distioction and wealth. Ulr. Callender's long life was 
marked by no incident of (what the newspapers call) "thrilling 
iaterest-" With modest and conscicntioas regularity, with a 
resolation that never violatfrd the laws of honor and npiigfat- 
neu in trade, and with a devotion to economy and temper- 
ance that never offended against the requirements of benevo- 
lence or the severest rales of sobriety, he " kept the noiseless 
tenor of hia way," till the best part of the popnlation of the 
town became his cnstomets. No one went dissatisfied from 
his place of business, for no customer left it wiihoct getting 
his money's worth. That place was in State-street, on the 
eoDth side, two or three doors below the corner of Washing- 
ton-street Though few persons may now be living who can 
remember the sign of Benjamin Cullender, yet there mnst he 
many to whom that of Callender i^ Jenkins was once familiar. 
Having acquired a comfortable independence, Mr. Callender 
withdrew from the business some years before his death. He 
bad five sons and three daughters, to all of whom he gave the 
best education that the public schools could supply ; but that 
which was better, — the enduring principle of virtue and 
honor, — was communicated to them around the domestic 
altar. In the early part of his life, Mr. Callender was a de- 
voted admirer and a performer of sacred music, and for a 
nnmber of years was the leader of the choir of the Brattle- 
square church, — a position which he relinquished on account 
of a deafness that disqualified him in a great measure from 
the service. He was a member of that church at the time of 
his decease. 

Edward TicKBaMAS' was a native of Boston, and was bom 
December 27, 1740. He served an apprenticeship with Will- 
iam Harris, a baker, whose daughter he after\vards married. 
He was not born to a large inheritance, but industry and 
economy enabled him to accumulate an independent fortune. 
Beyond the fact stated above, the compiler is in possession of 
no information concerning his early life. He carried on the 
business of a baker, at the " South End " for about fifty years ; 
end as he had no ambition for public notoriety, it is not 
known that he ever neglected the duties of his useful and 
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honorable calling to fulfil those of a higher order than that 
of one of the selectmen of the town. He died in 1818, 
in the 78th year of his age. IDs conduct through life is be- 
lieved to have been unimpeachable, and the records of our 
association attest the deep regard which was felt for his char- 
acter and services. The business of an extensive bakery, from 
which bread is daily distributed, on credit, to a promiscuous 
population, must, almost necessarily, subject the proprietor to 
losses, which, in the yearly aggregate, amount to serious 
diminutions of an expected income. Some years before Mr. 
Tuckerraan relinquished business, he called together hia de- 
linquent customers on a New Year's day, and gave up his 
claim to every one, who acknowledged his inabifity to pay ; 
and this generous system he continued to practice as long as 
he continued in business, — thus exemplifying the doctrine of 
scripture, that the good man, who showeth favor to the poor 
and lendeth, shall be had in honorable remembrance. 

Jonathan Balch was the proprietor of a large establish- 
ment, as pump and block-maker, at the head of Balcli's wharf, 
at the north part of the town. For a long time he stood at 
the head of all that followed the same business. He was a 
man of considerable wealth, and {what was rare for a me- 
chanic of those days) owned and occasionally occupied a 
mansion-house and garden in the country." He was one of 
the most substantial of the early members, and maintained 
through life a character for honesty and integrity. He lived 
liberally, and contributed much to the elevation and standing 
of the mechanics by his promptness in business and gentle- 
manly deportment. 

BicHABo Faxon. This gentleman was born in Braintree, 
in 1746. His father was a farmer in that town, and gave him 
such an education as the times and circumstances then af- 
forded. He was with the patriot army during the whole of 
the Revolutionary war, and held a commission, of a lieutenant, 
or a captain. He was with that portion of the army, which, 
under the immediate command of General Washington, ef- 
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fected a periloua march through New-Jersey in the winter of 
1776. After the war he eettled in Boston and carried on an 
extensive business in the making of edge tools, and so great 
was his reputation in this department of manufacture, that 
hardly a farmer or carpenter in New-England, thought his 
working utensils suflicient for his operations without one or 
more of Faxon's Axes. When he was enjoying the full tide 
of success in this business, he found that he was worth thirty 
tbouBaud dollars. This, he said, was enough, for him, or any 
man, and he did not wish for more. He accordingly relin- 
quished the manufacture of axes, and all connection with tlie 
busineaa and purchased a small farm in Koxbury, but con- 
tinued to liv% in Boston. The dwelling-house on this farm 
and a portion of the ground he fiold, but retained a few acres, 
which he cultivated as a source of employment and a means 
of relaxation and amusement. In the proper season, he was 
almost daily noticed, with his horse and wagon, proceeding 
from his residence to this scene of pleasant labor. He carried 
his dinner, or luncheon, with him, and returned towards eve- 
ning with such vegetables and fruits as his ground produced, 
till which he shared with his friends and neighbors, — adhering 
to his maxim, that he had enough, and would make no fur- 
ther gain by selling the produce of his labor, or rather bis 
recreation. He was several times elected a representative to 
the legislature, and enjoyed to an unlimited extent the con- 
fidence of all hia fellow-townsmen. Unless prevented by un- 
avoidable circumstances, Mr. Faxon was never absent from 
the public preaching of the Rev. John Murray, of whose 
church he was a deacon. He died in 1831, leaving the world 
with a character of unspotted purity, of conscientious piety, 
and universal love and good will to mankind. 

Samvkl Gore was born in Boston, {in January, O. S.) 
February 6, 1751. His father was John Gore, a painter by 
trade, who kept a shop and lived in a dwelling-honse, more 
than fifty years, in Court-street, at the head of a narrow pas- 
sage-way leading from Court-street to Brattle -aqua re, called 
Gore's alley. This passage-way, in the progress of public 
improvements, has been widened, undergone other essential 
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changes, and ia now cnllcd Bratlle-street. Saninel, the son, 
learned his trade of his father, and succeeded him in the occn- 
patioii of the shoj} already mentioned. The father was a 
Tory, and signed the famous address to Gen. Gage. He left 
Boston and went to Halifax with the British troops, in 1776, 
and his name is found among the tist of the proscribed and 
banished in 1778. The son was a Whig, and active in all 
the measures of opposition to the British government He 
was one of the mechanics, who seized, secured, and sent out 
of Boston, during the siege, the two celebrated guns the 
" Hancock" and "Adams," — said to be the only two cannon 
then in the country, except those in possession of the British. 
He was also one of those, who, on the sixteenth of December, 
1773, proceeded to the Tea ships and assisted in throwing 
the cargoes into the dock. Mr. Gore was one of the company 
which established the glass works in Essex-street — a specu- 
lation in which, unfortunately, he lost a large property, the 
accumulation of many years of untiring industry. He died 
in Boston, November 16, 1^31, aged eighty years and nine 
months. He was the first treasurer of the association ; was a 
valued and influential member ; but withdrew from it, about 
the time of the failure of the glass company. He was an 
elder brother of Christopher Gore, who was some time gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts. 

Stephen Gore was a native of Roxbury. His ancestors 
were among the early settlers of that town. It is presumed 
that be learned his trade in Roxbury, but he followed it in 
Boston, at the South End, near the entrance to Pleasant-stfeet. 
He died in the year 1811. 

Kdhvnd Habtt was one of the most celebrated ship-build- 
ers in Massachusetts, and built the United States frigate 
Constitution, in 1797. " Hartt's ship-yard" was, for many 
years, a point of attraction to strangers visiting Boston and 
curious to see the industrial operations of her mechanics. 
He was not a member at his decease. 

Benjami.v Ri;sskll was born in Boston, in the month of 
September, 1761, His father was John Russell, a mason by 
trade, and died iu 1778, when Benjamin was seventeen years 
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old LQce moet c^ the BoeetoB mrchanks. be was a graduate 
of ihe poblic sebooL la August. 177-x he was apprenticed 
to iMuak Tbomas^ of Wofee^cer* publisher of tbe Massacbii- 
9etts Spy* He was fall of tbe spirii of reTolmioii, and often 
wrote paragraphs for tbe Spj« wbieh were inserted, before 
Mr« Thomas was aware of the authoishipL In ITSO^ Thomas 
was JnM/h^ as a continental soldier* and was obliged eithor 
to ji^u tbe artny or proctue a sobistitiite. Rmsell was am- 
bitious of distinction^ and Tolonteeted to take the piace of his 
wn^^in'iiY. He joined die artnT at West^Point^ and was 
pretM»nt« asoneof tbe guard* at the executioii of Major Andre. 
When tbe tiuie &.« which be waes eattsied expired be retomed 
to NWwce^ter. He was the* abo«t twentr jears old, and in- 
aistvpd up^Hi being released &om his indenture* which he con* 
tender) was uo tnoie than a £ur coosideration for his baring 
•erve\) in tbe artnv as a sukititate for Thomas. His daim 
was alUnved« but not without reiociance. In March, 1784, in 
e^Hinet^tiott with William Warden* he begam in Boston, the 
publicaiiou of tbe Massachusetts CentineL Br the death of 
bis partner tbe next rear^ be becuue tbe sole proprietor and 
etlilor of the papen ibe name of which was afterward changed 
to i^ohimbian l^entineL He continued tbe publication of the 
CVutinek as eilitor and proprietor* till Norember* 1^33, when 
be retireil fnnu all conneciivHi wi;h the Plressw Of Mr. Ros- 
•eirs connection with ibe association and other public a&irs, 
ftirther mnice will be taken in the progress of these AnnalsL 

Jonathan Hi'nkwkix w*as tbe son of Ricbard Hunewell, 
with whom be served an appienticesship as a mason. This 
trade be followed in ihe early part of his manhood, and, in 
tbe practice of it laid tbe foundation of the respectability, 
wealth, and influence which he afterwards enjo3red. He suc- 
ceeded Paul Revere, as president of tbe asssociaticMi, in 1800, 
and sirred in that capacitr nine Tears* when be retired to 
-give place to his eariv and intimate friend* Benjamin Russell. 
He was several times elected bv his foUow^ritiiens of Boston 
to represent them in the legislature* and was two or three 
times a senator for the coimtY of Suffolk. He was also re- 
ymkMj dectod one of the aeieclmen of the town. For a 
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number of yeani lie resided, during the summer, at a conntry 
scat in Newton. There are probably many persons still liv- 
ing, who remember the splendid entertainments, of which, as 
members of the legislature, they partook at that hospitable 
mansion. His guests were numerous, were always received 
with gentlemanly frankness, and departed with regret Mr. 
Hunewell was a member of various benevolent institutions, 
aud his name may be found on many records as a munificent 
benefactor. In the dsiys of his prosperity, he was liberal and 
generous to individuals as well as to public institutions, and 
many a deed of kindness, that was never known to the world, 
has been recorded on the tablet of grateful hearts. But alas I 
chauce and change happen to all men, and Mr. Hunewell 
was not an exception to the common lot. He was one of the 
principal agents in the establishment of the glass manufac- 
tory in Bosion and Chelmsford. About the year 1822, 
(whether from misfortune or mismanagement, it is now 
needless to inquire,) the speculation failed, and Mr. Hune- 
well, being a stockholder and director, was deeply involved 
in the embarrassment. From that time he withdrew from 
public life, and from the public resort of men of business. 
He lived in retirement, almost in seclusion, at Roxbury, on 
the estate of a lady, who was his fourth wife. This lady 
died before Mr. Hunewell, and left him, by will, an annuity, 
sufficient to support his age in comfortable independence. 
fVom this home he seldom strayed beyond the limits of the 
garden, and there, receiving the visits of a few friends of his 
earlier years, he was happier, apparently, than when sur- 
rounded by the luxuries of wealth and engrossed by the cares 
and anxieties attendant upon an active career of business 
and speculation. He died in April, 1842, having almost com- 
pleted his eighty-third year. He was accustomed, while re- 
viewing the events of his early life, to state the fact that he 
** was free," or was " twenty-one, on the dark day " ^ a day 
which was formerly noted as " remarkable," in most of the 
New-England almanacks. This remarkable day was the 
nineteenth of May, 1780. Consequently, if Mr. Hunewell 
had lived a few weeks longer he would have filled the meas- 
B of eighty-three years. 
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Henbv Pukkitt was a native of Boston, received such an 
educafioD as could be obtained at the public schools, and 
served an apprenticeship to the busiiiean of a cooper. His 
master was one of the daring " sons of liberty " who rendered 
their names and characters immortal by the destruction of the 
Tea in Boston harbor, on the sixteenth of December, 1773. 
Purkitt was then the youngest apprentice, and, with bis fel- 
low-apprentices, had been strictly commanded to confine him- 
self at home during the evening. But, judging from "notes 
of preparation " they had observed during the day, that some 
important transaction was about to take place, they disobeyed 
the injunctions of the master, and joined the crowd of specta- 
tora, who were witnesses of that cool and solemnly-deliberat- 
ed act. Mr. Purkitt enlisted as a soldier in the war of the 
Revolution, and continued in the army till the war terminated. 
He was in the battles at Trenton and Brandywine. After the 
war he began business as a cooper, and carried it on, proa* 
perously, for many years. From the governor nf the com- 
monwealth he held the ofiice of inspector of pickled fish, the 
duties of which he performed with distinguished ability. His 
alfeciion for military associations did not forsake him till 
after the meridian of life, and he filled all the subordinate 
stations in the cavalry of the state, till he was elected a 
colonel. In our association he held the ofGee of a trustee, 
but steadily declined to be a candidate for the presidency. 
He was always active in promoting the interest of the institu- 
tion ; in truth, he was proud to be numbered among the me- 
chanics of the city, and was never weary i<i exertions to pro- 
mote the welfare and elevate the character of that class of 
society. Uprightness and exactness were prominent attri- 
butes of his character, and universal love, and charity for all 
mankind, were sincerely exhibited in all his social intercourse. 
He was a distinguished member of the brotherhood of Free- 
masons, and lived in the conscientious discharge of all ita 
obligations. He had troops of friends, but it is not known 
that he ever had an enemy. During his long life he enjoyed 
almost uninterrupted good health, the elTect of regular and 

temperate habits, and had no personal experience of painful 
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sickness. For a few years before his death he kept chiefly at 
home, for the loco-motive powers grew feeble, " the strong 
men bowed themselves," and walking in the crowded streets 
of the city was dangerous to the aged. At length the " silver 
cord was loosed," the "golden bowl was broken." He died 
the beginning of March, 1946. Had he lived till the eigh- 
teenth of the month, he would have finished an age of ninety- 
one years — leaving his mortal for immortal associates, and 
exchanging, as it is pleasant to believe, the fleeting and un- 
certain friendships of time for the imperishable enjoyments of 
eternity. The writer was associated with Mr. Purkitt in this 
institution thirty-seveti years, and always esteemed snch fel- 
lowship a blessed privilege. 

Ebknbzeb Lai!ki\ was the son of Ebenezer Larkin of 
Charlestown, and was the fourth in numerical order of seven- 
leen children. His father dying when many of this numerons 
family were quite young, he was looked to as a parent, and 
was an excellent son to a widowed mother. He was educat- 
ed at the public schools in Charlestown. Soon after he was 
twenty-one he opened a bookstore and carried on the busi- 
ness of a bookbinder, to which business he had served a regu- 
lar apprenticeship, at No. 47 Cornhill, now Washington-street, 
near the alley which connects that great thoroughfare with 
Brattle-Btreet He died in Boston, in 1812, aged 42. He 
was cniversally respected for the virtues of uprightness and 
benevolence, and his society was sought and admired for its 
characteristic pleasantness and good humor. 

Damel Messinger was born in Wrentham, in the county 
of Norfolk, on the seventeenth of June, 1768. He was the 
third in order of twelve children of Daniel and Mary Messin- 
ger. Hia father, a farmer, was the tenth of twelve children of 
the Rev. Henry Messinger, who was the second minister of 
the Congregational church in Wrentham." His ancestors 
were all of the old puritanic orthodox stamp, — his mother be- 
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iog a descendant of tbe Rev. Samuel >Iann, the fiist minister 
wttled ia WreiilhBm.* The subject of this notice remained 
with his father, employed oa tbe fiuta. till his fonneenth yeaf, 
when he was placed with his aocle, David Brastow, in bis 
native ton*n, to leam tbe trade of a hatter. Ilis &rst view of 
Boston, as be has ofien been heard to relate, was on tbe ooca* 
sion of bis betag sent there, during the first year of hie ap- 
prenticeship, to parrfaaiie a bag of wool and a pound of snii£ 
Being dressed in a green baize jacket and a pair of leather 
breeches, and the bag of wool being fastened on tbe horse be- 
hind him. the niicoathness of his appearance, on his retom 
through Roxbnry, excited, at bis expense, some boisteroua 
merriment among the boys. His ancle being unsuccessful in 
business, in his sixteenth year be was sent to Boston, and 
apprenticed to Nathaniel Balch,t hatter. No. 72 Comhill, 
(now Washington-street.) opposite the head of Water-street. 
Shortly after be was of age be commenced basine»s in Xew- 
bnry-«treet, (now Washington.) near the celebrated Lamb 
tavern, now the site of the " Adams House." In 1797, by the 
advice of his Mend John Aver^', (secretary of the common- 
wealth.) he porchased the estate No, 15 Newbury-street, c(»- 
ner of Sheafe's lane, — Mr. Avery residing on the opposite 
comer.f His shop for the sale of hats was in the front of the 
house and his parlor in the rear of it, agreeable to tbe custom 
of those days, when mecbanics and shopkeepers were moie 
anxious to acqoire a competence of property, than to spaod 



* Tha Tcnenble Uy iiirviTed her hnttwod iwenly-fimr Jmr*. and died in 1S30, I* 
tbe niaelf-fiAh yetrorber age. 

( M». Belch WM OBo of ihe wiw of hi« day and ^aeniion. In Uwae diy», when 
coDTivitl cpieilBinmeuU were no crime ■nd punch-dniiking nut dis«K<l liable, hi* re*i- 
dencewwfreqnenilif vwiied by Gocemor Hancock. Mr. Seerewrj- Arery, Rev. Dr. 
Thacber, Mr. SheridT Allen, Williiin Cooper, Ihe lowa-clrrk a( half a c«nlurp, and 
olber wortbis, who generally timed iheir vi«l u elevca o'ckwk la Ibe aotaiog. Mr. 
Batch wa» aure Id have aonielhing in his parlor in ibe rear of his shop, fot the enwr- 
■ainmcDl of hi* goed*, with vhom be was on ihe moM familiar lermt. A vdanra 
would hanlly eontain all the anecdoiei thai bate been related of Ihii club, and the 
pnclical jokea which Mr. Balrh played off for iheir amUFCmenl, The nppienlice Ihua 
became acquaiuled wilh some of ilie digniiariet of church and Mate, and appean to 
have enjoyed iheir friendly repard in afier yeare. 

t The price Mr. MeMinger paid for Ihi* eilale was Oae ihouaand pounda. Il il 
now 367 Waahiugtoa-ilreel, ud Sheafe'i-laao ha* beuoiuo ATery-clreet. 
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all tlieir earnings in the payment of ruinous rents to enable 
them to make a ahow. His shop, where he carried on the 
manufacture, was still further in the rear. He resided with 
his family and conducted his business on this estate till 1844. 
Mr. Messinger was early attached to the military service and 
was esteemed a good and efficient officer. In 1799 he raised 
the infantry company called the Winshw Bines, (so named in 
honor of his friend General Winslow,) and was its first com- 
mander. Under a new organization of the militia, he was 
the first major of the light infantry companies. During the 
war of 1812, he was the senior colonel in the Boston brigade, 
and was chosen brigadier-general but declined the office. He 
always felt great interest in the Ancient and Honorable Ar- 
tillery company, and twice held the office of its commander. 
His last military parade was on the two hundredth anniver- 
sary of that company, when, with his friends of the mechanic 
association, Russell, Phillips, and Sumner, he marched in the 
ranks and performed the service of an artillery man. He also 
held many offices in the municipal and state governments, — 
WT13 a fireward, a member of the city council, a representa- 
tive and a senator in the legislature, and a member of the 
constitutional convention of 1820. When he first became a 
housekeeper, Mr. Messinger attended the First Baptist church 
(the Rev. Dr. Stillman's;) afterwards he became a member of 
the First Church, (Congregational,) where he continued till 
his death. For many years he was the leader of the choir in 
that church. He had a fme musical ear, and as fine a voice ; 
and could sound the highest notes on the treble staff with re- 
markable strength and clearness. He was often invited to 
sing on public festive occasions, and Faneuil hall has many 
a time been filled with the melody of his notes. His favorite 
songa were "Bright Pha-bus," and the "Downhill of Life," 
both of which he sung when he was over seventy years old 
without any perceptible imperfectness of voice. The song 
last mentioned he sung, with great feeling, at the latter part 
of his life, — especially the lines, — 
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Ml. HnBB^er wma^ hf amtan, at a vny straie oontitntioa. 

He wuBCKT sack fiUaewaecloMo£luB file; mndbtsdetth 
vu hastenni by bang ucidniteUy iiijnicd bv an expnss 
vagoa, whiie crossing the street Procn the edecis of this 
accident be never recoTered. It waa followed by a sickness 
of flCTeo nmnUiB, ending with a severe attack of erysipelas, 
and tbea dropsy. A pan of this time be was insane, bat 
wfaeo, occasionally, his raiad v^a resloced, he was perfectly 
sensible that his life was approaching ita tenniuatioa. Ue 
died Jane 21, 1^46, beiog seventy-eight years and four days 
old. He was several years tmslee and vice-president, and 
two years president of out association. He was, in politics, 
a firm, active, and consistent Federalist: — never much of a 
specolator in the way of bosioess ; not food of innovations ; 
bat preferring to do every thing in a safe way. His estate 
increased in value, so that when he relinqaisbed hia ordinary 
basiness, the iacoiue was solHcient for his support the re- 
mainder of his life.* 



• " He wB* Bmah befure ihe pobhe «Te. uid ippcara tliriT* Ut famire eBJofed Id 
finor; Cot he could be rdwd upMi for hi* etim iudjrenieat, hii Meady (isternHMtiaai 
hit lealiHK pairiolifra. bis iitmmipliMe ialefritjr. tie waj iifuailjr ■moag itiaM wbo 
■it chiir ID ihe miing«Tn«ol of poliiiv*) (Hiin. anusuming tboujii firm, nevtr ot«r- 
•leppiDK &e prupiieiiei o( lii* posUKid. and giring »a odence. fur il ««» dm ia hte >■- 

Baiul, (1 leui lo Ibe eiicni lo which he displayed Ihem, gr courtesy and robiubien. 
Ttaew qnljliec wemed lo be namped upon b>* very feimrei, ihai migbl ban loofced 
ndfti lo aooie, but it wu a [oughaet* ibat let oS their luDdlineu. Ite wu a Irank, 
nprifbl, plaio-heartrd loaD ; eminently vocial in hit dispotiiion; willing to »ervB a* fiir 
a* be waa aMe, asd poaaeating an UDiuual abare of that pari o[ Ibe Apotile'i piaL<« of 
ehaniy. — Ihai it ia " doI easif praioked." tie waa eopiiderale of oihen, both by a 
fniiDdllBeaa thai •eemed bora wilb htni. and by a wi»e lelf command. . . ■ Andulma 
il wa» appoinleil lo him to contend wiih » much furferiiij before he could obuin bis 
diacharge of death, wo have itawn lo give ibanlu that he ha« no more lo etxturv. bol 
•I lenilb Anda real 

' Dialarb him not ; but let him aweelty tnke 

A long nipoae; — be bath been long awalie.'" 

[Strmtn.ly Ihi Rtv. ff. t. F-atMngium.] 
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Humphrey Clark was born in Topsficld, county of Essex, 
November 10, 1761. At a suitable age he was apprenticed 
to J. Lefavour, a tailor in Salem. Some of the early years 
of his manhood were passed in North-Carolina. He returned 
and settled in Boston. For many years he carried on the 
business of a merchant-tailor near the head of State-street, 
Dorth of the State-hou»e. " He acquired a handsome properly 
by honest industry, but lost it by the tluc.tuation of affairs, 
and with it his energy." The latter years of his life were 
clouded by embarrassments and mortitications, resulting from 
a failure in business. For a few years he was messenger to 
the Board of Health — an ortice which afforded but slender 
support for a family that had been accustomed to ease and 
competency, lyt in the acceptance of which there was no dis- 
honor. He died at Danvers, May 9, 1830. 

John W. Folsom, the first secretary of the association, 
was a printer. In connection with another printer by the 
name of Draper, he established a newspaper, in 1778, entitled 
the " Independent Leger and American Advertiser." The part- 
nership was discontinued and Folsom carried on the publica- 
tion alone till some time in 17S3. He had a printing-office 
and bookstore in Uniou-street, which were burned in 1797. 
By this fire be lost most of his property. He was appointed 
secretary to the Board of Health — an office which he held a 
number of years. The later years of his life were spent at 
the westerly part of Boston, — where he exercised the functions 
of a justice of the peace, deciding the petty quarrels of the 
somewhat promiscuous population of that section of the town. 

Jonathan Kilton was born in HoUiston, or Sherborn, in 
the county of Middlesex, in February, 1755. He served hia 
country three years as a soldier, in the war of the Revolution, 
after he bad served John Lucas, of Boston, several years as 
an apprentice. He carried on the business of a baker, in 
Orange-street, {now Washington,) not far from the scene of 
hia apprenticeship, from the close of the war till his death, 
December 19, 1816. He was always esteemed as an upright 
and honorable man, and true to all his engagements as a 
friend and member of the association. 
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3t AXMALS or THE KAsaACUCBETTB 

Amos Lincoln was bom in Ilingham, Aiarch IH, V76^. 
At foartePD, he was apprenticed to a Air. Crafts, of Boston, 
with whom he remaiaed altoat aix years, lie was present at 
tJio deHtroction of the Tea in Boston harbor in 1773, (being 
then about nineteen years old,) and assisted in the execution 
I of that inUepid act. It ia related that his master, apprehend- 

I ing that he might be out on some perilous enterprise, prayed 

I most earnestly that he mia:ht be protected and prospered, and 

was pleasantly disappointed the next morning when he re- 
turned in safety. Before he was twenty-one, Mr. Crafts re- 
leased him from his obligation as an apprentice, in conse- 
quence of his ardent desire to enter the army of his country. 
He was in the battle of Bunker-Hill, attached to General 
Stark's regiment. He was in the army from»that time till 
it was disbanded, and was in the actions at Bennington, 
Brandywine, and Monmouth. Before the close of the war 
he had a captain's commission, and afterward was one of 
Governor Hancock's aids. He also aided in suppressing 
Shaya'a rebellion. With the return of peace, Mr. Lincoln re- 
turned to hia bnsincss as a carpenter, became one of the 
first mechanics of the town, and was the master-workman 
in the erection of the Htate-house. He married a daughter of 
Panl Revere, and was closely nniied with that gentleman in 
many of the revolutionary acts, which made his name famous 
in that day. He died January 15, 1H29. The following no- 
tice of his death, drawn in the usual brief and characteristic 
style of his friend Benjamin Russell, appeared in the Centinel 
of January 17 1 — "Died in Qnincy, on Wednesday last, Amoa 
Lincoln, aged 75 years, formerly of Boston, and uncle to the 
governors of Massachusetts and Maine.' A patriot and a 
soldier of the Revolution, he was one of the intrepid band 
who consigned the Tea to the ocean in 1773, commanded a 
company of artillery during the Revolution, and sustained, 
through life, the character of an nndeviating disciple of 
Washington, and that of an honest, useful man. 
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©8TT» West was a native of Boston. After learning the 
trade of a bookbinder, he opened a shop iii Miirlboro' (now 
Wsiftbington) street, where he bound and sold books. He 
also sold stationery and lottery tickets, and was fortunate 
enough to draw a prize of a tliousand dollars. He was thus 
enabled to enlarge his business operations, and he soon en- 
gaged in publishing and bookselling, at No, 56 Cornhill, near 
the corner of Court-street. Oliver C. Greenleaf, who had been 
Ills apprentice, became his partner about If^OO. After the 
disaolation of this partnership, Lemuel Blake became a 
partner in the firm, and conducted the business some time 
after the decease of Mr. West. Mr. West was two years 
treasurer of the association. He withdrew from it before 
his death. 

James Phillips, the sou of Isaac Phillips, a merchant of 
Boston, was born, May 14, 1767. In his youth he was era- 
ployed in a ropewalk, owned by a maternal uncle, and after- 
wanls was employed as the superintendant of ropewalks 
owned by Isaac P, Davis. He continued in this connection 
from 171)5 to 1818, when the factory was destroyed by fire. 
He was then appointed by the selectmen of the town over- 
seer, or master, of the alms-house. When the alms-house 
became transformed to the House of Industry, and was re- 
moved trom its location at "Barton's Point" to South Bos- 
ton, Mr. Phillips received the appointment of secretary to the 
Overseers of the Poor, and was continued in that office till 
Uie day of his death, which was March 30, 1853. His age 
was then eighty-six years ten months and seventeen days. 
He was then the oldest person holding any otfice under the 
city government. Mr. Phillips was in the military escort 
which conducted General Washington into Boston, in Octo- 
ber, 1789, and, probably, outlived all who were then associate 
ed with him in that joyous parade. He was a member of the 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery company, and once com- 
manded it, and united with it on all its parade and festive 
days till within a few years of his death. He also held the 
oliice of (ire-ward, when that office was considered a post of 
honor, and was filled by the most active and responsible citi- 
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zens.* Under tho town government, he was also surveyor of 
hnnip. In our association, he was secretary several years, 
t^nd afterwards a trustee ; always active in the performance 
of any »ervicp with which he was intruated. At the social 
meetings of the association and of the government, his good 
humor was an attractive feature in the entertainment. Many 
will recollect how much he contributed to the pleasure of 
theae occasions, by his fund of anecdote, and his favorite 
sonffS " Why should we at our lot repine," and the " Parson 
and hi* barrel of beer." — the last of which he sung at the 
triennial festival in ISiS. Mr. Phillips was uniformly esteem- 
ed as an upright man and a patriotic citizen. He was the 
Inat of Uie original members who retained their membership 
til) their dwi'ase. 

Okohmk Wkllkr was a native of Waldoboro', in Maine. 
His (Htrents were emigrants from Germany. When a yoatb, 
he went to New- York, and there learned the trade of a tailor, 
which, after the close of his apprenticeship, he practised in 
Huston, (ill his death, which took place iu February, 182^. 
He sfldoni failed in his attendance on the meetings of the 
Bsaoclalion, and was, in all respects, an exemplary member. 

JicnioiAH LiNcouii was a brother of Amos, and was some 
time in partnership with him in the basiness of a carpenter 
and housewright. 

MosKs Thavkk, tailor and stay-maker, kept in Rowe'»- 
lan«, now B«dfcMnl<»treet For many years he was the mes- 
senger of the association, and was an active and useful mem- 
ber. Hti was one of the chief constables of the town, and, 
during the latter years of his life was much employed by the 
members of the bar and in attendance on the courts. He was 
rather small of stature, bat fearless in the discharge of official 
ilaty. 

Pktki Cade was the owner, or occupant, of a rope-walk, 
in Pearl-street, which was destroyed by the great fire in 1794. 

Josuu FowLE kept a hair-dresser's shop adjoining the 
well-known " Sign of the Lamb " —the site now occupied by 
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the Adsms Iionae. He was a man of sickly constitution, but 
attended to his business with unflinching constancy, and ac- 
quired a handsome property. He relinquished the bTiaioeas 
of hair>dressing some years before his death, and kept a store 
of fancy goods. His character was irreproachable, and his 
death was sincerely lamented by neighbors and acqaaint- 
ance. 

Blkanab CcsawAN served an apprenticeship with Josiah 
Fowle, and was some time a partner with him in the business 
of hairdressing. 

SjtHtTEi, J. Tick made himself rich in the business of 
chair-making, to which he afterwards added that of selling 
paints, at a large store on the easterly aide of Liberty-square, 
He built two or three elegant brick houses on Fort Hill. 
He was deeply concerned in navigation during the war 
of 1812, but be became embarrassed, and withdrew from the 
association. 

John G. Scholtz, a German by birth, kept a furrier's shop 
in Newbury-street, and dealt largely in mufis and tippets, 
when those articles were in fashion fifty years ago. 

Zachariah Hicks was born in Cambridge, January 28, 
1755. He served a regular apprenticeship to the trade of a 
saddler, with Thomas Patten of Watertown. At the age of 
twenty-one, he came to Boston and commenced business in 
Combill, (now "Washington-street,) where he continued thirty- 
one years. Public improvements and alterations in streets 
drove him from the shop where, for so long a period, he in- 
dustriously pursued his occupation, and he removed to Court- 
street, where he actively continued his business till he reached 
his eightieth year. Mr. Hicks was one of the marshals of 
the grand civic procession which escorted General Washing- 
ton into Boston in 1789. He was always a firm and unde- 
viating disciple of Washington and Adams, in political prin- 
ciples. He was, at one time, an olEcer in the " Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company," and was twice elected a 
member of the House of Representatives. In the war of the 
Revolution he volunteered his services, and with others went 
to Newport, but was never actively engaged in any battle 
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with the British troops.* He was one of the bodyguard of 
General Heath when that oiKccr had his head-quarters in 
Boston. Mr. Hicka was best known as an upright, prudent, 
industrious mechanic, and as such he will be remembered by 
those to whom he was a father, and his example may be 
safely recommended to the generations which fotlowr. In 
1779, he was married, and lived, in a state of unimpaired do- 
mestic happiness, forty-aevcn years, He had fourteen children, 
of whom seven were living at the time of his death. Of the 
seven who died before him, Jit-e suns died abroad — one of the 
severest afDictions which Providence calls on man to aaffer, 
and one which " none bat he who feels it knows." In relig- 
ious principle Mr. Hicks was a diseiple of the Rev. John 
Hnrray, and was ardently attached to that gentleman from 
the beginning of his ministry in Boston to its close. After 
the death of Mr, Murray, Mr. Hicks withdrew to some extent 
his connection with the Universal ists, supposing that they 
had departed from the principles of the original apostle of the 
sect. But whatever might have been his views on points of 
doctrine which are every where subjects of discipline and dis- 
pute, he was an honest and a good man. He died the begin- 
ning of May, 1>^2, aged eighty-seven years. The intelligence 
of his death surprized and startled many ; for during the week 
preceding it, he was seen walking in the public places of the 
city, with his well-known firm and manly step, and exhibiting 
on his countenance the complacent smile which, for half a 
centnry, had appeared as the surest indication of a light 
heart, a clear conscience, and a mild and generous disposition. 
The disease of which he died was rapid in its operation, and, 
though painful in its earliest stages, left him in comparative 
ease two or three days before its fatal termination. His last 
hours were calm and peaceful. Hia power of speech was ob- 
structed by ulcers in the throat, — the effect of inHammation,— 
but, to all appearance, his intellect remained unimpaired to 



■r It WHS niU. at Ihs time of Mr. Hicka'A Jeceane, tlinl liolh he and bi« rmber were 
ia Ilie ballle Bl Lexin^on. Aiml 19, 1T75, and thnl hit falber waa billed in Ihuaciioo. 
I have no reason for doubling' th« &ct, but 1 have uol be«a able In ^d aoy auilieotia 
record lo (ubitaiilule ii> 
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the lart moinent. So quiet and painless waa the struggle 
{if straggle it could be called) between life and death, that 
the ordinary cheerfulness of the features reraained undisturbed, 
aod the countenance seemed as if exuldng in the assnrance 
that the mortal had put on immortality. 

William Andrews was born in Boston, where his father 
did the business of a boot and shoe-maker. The trade of a 
bookbinder he learned at Worcester, and set up in Boston aa 
»oon as he was twenty-one years of age. He employed a 
great number of apprentices, — sometimes from eight to 
twelve. Most of the work furnished by the large publishing 
house of Thomas & Andrews was executed at hie shop, 
which was in the rear of his dwelling-house near the head of 
Hummer-street. One of his apprentices, {William Goodwin,) 
was, for a few years, in partnership with him. Mr. Andrews 
gave up his share of the business to Goodwin, and, for a few 
years, kept a bookstore. Unremitted labor made sad havoc 
with his constitution, and, for some time before his death, he 
was quite an invalid. He was a deacon of the church in 
Brattle -square, — a man of uniform sobriety, of great liberality, 
generous to his apprentices, kind and charitable to all. His 
6rBt apprentice, who lived with him many years, and who is 
BtiU living, speaks of Mr, Andrews in terms of affectionate 
respect. Mr. Andrews served the association as secretary in 
a part of the year 1802, and the whole of the following year. 

John Cotton was the eldest of the seventeen children of 
Solomon Cotton. He was bom in Boston, June 9, 1771, served 
a regolar apprenticeship with Samuel Gore, and carried on the 
business of house, ship, and sign painting, many years. By 
the death of a brother, Edward Cotton, he came into the pos- 
session of a bookstore, to which he added an apparatus for 
printing, and carried on the two kindred branches of business, 
in connection with another brother and a man by the name 
of Barnard, at the corner of Washington and Franklin streets. 
He served the association, at various times, in the capacity 
of secretarj', trnatee, vice-president, president, and treasurer; 
and his fellow-citizens, as a representative, senator, member 
of the board of health, fire-ward, and member of the constitu- 
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tional convention of 1830. Prom his first entntnce on the 
stage of maDhood, he was extensively known, and valued (or 
hia intelligence, »o)ind princrple?. urbanity of manners, and 
fidelity of friendship. His notions of honor were somewhat 
severe, but his practice was always consistent with his prin- 
ciples. In the early part of his life he made a voyage to 
Europe, and Rpent some time in England and on the conti- 
nent His reading was general and judicious, — bis power of 
observation quick, — his memory retentive; and whatever 
knowledge he acquired by reading and obser\'ation, he knew 
bow to apply to the pleasure and advantage of himself and 
his friends. For some years previous to hia death, his health 
was feeble, and compelled him to withdraw from the social 
meetings of his friends, in which be bad long been a favorite ; 
but the sufferings that arose from physical infirmity never af- 
fected the serenity of hia temper or the nniforra gentleness of 
his deportment. He died November 25, i?y8, iu the sixty- 
eighth year of hia age. 

Thomas Stoddard Boardman was the eldest son of Deacon 
William Boardman, with whom he served an apprenticeship 
to the hatting business, and with whom be was also a part- 
ner. The firm of William Boardman A: Son did an exten- 
sive business, near the head of Ann-street, in the manufacture 
and sale of hats. They were also largely engaged in the 
purchase of furs, which they shipped to I^ondon. They also 
imported from thence hats and trimmings to a considerable 
extent, with which they supplied others of the trade. On the 
death of the senior partner, (which happened about 1809, at 
the advanced age of eighty,) the business was continued by 
Thomas S. Boardman, till within about three years of bis 
death. He died, April 26, 182S, at the age of seventy-six 
years and one month — an upriglit, uaefnl, and worthy man. 

William Williams, a man of fine personal appearance 
and elegant manners, kept a hatter's shop in Ann-street He 
was an excellent singer, and was chorister at the Second 
church. His fine voice and musical talent introduced him to 
much company, and many social and festive gatherings, and 
made him an agreeable companion and favorite, but contrib* 
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oted nothing to his pecuniary prosperity. He withdrew from 
the association in ISiO'J. 

Peter Mackintosh was born in Boston, October 6, 1757, 
and served a long and faithful apprenticeship with a biack- 
smith of the name of Richard Gridley. He was one of those 
few roenibers, who never neglected a meeting of the associa- 
tion, unless kept away by an act of Providence. He died 
November 23, 1846, aged eighty-nine. He served some time 
in the army during the Revolution, and was entitled to a pen- 
sion, which was granted just previous to his death and is now 
paid to his heirs. Industry, economy, and temperance secured 
the enjoyment of a long life in comfortable circumstances. 

Solomon Cotto\, born August 21, 1748, was the fourth 
child of John Cotton, of Portsmouth, N. H. who, soon after 
his marriage, removed to Boston, and purchased an estate in 
Griffin's lane, now Pearl-street, on which all his children, 
twelve in number, were born. Solomon was married in 1770, 
and had seventeen children, all born in the same house, which 
had t>een the place of his own birth. He served a long ap- 
prenticeship with his father, who carried on the business of a 
blacksmith, on Grilfin's wharf, and was employed chiefly by 
the merchants and ship-owners. He vrsis an influential man 
among the mechanics, and highly respected by bis fellow- 
citizens. He died April 15, 1812. 

EzBA Parmentek was born in Sudbury, June 26, 1760. 
The family was of old standing in that place, — John Parmen- 
ter, from whom they descended, having emigrated from Eng- 
land and settled in Sudbury jwior to 1640. Mr. Parmenter 
lived in Sudbury, till he was about seventeen years of age, — 
a portion of which time he was learning the trade of a black- 
smith. He then went to Boston and worked at his trade. 
During the Revolutionary war, he was employed by the state, 
in a labomtory, or workshop, situated on the spot, or near 
the spot, where the burial-ground is on Boy Is ton-street. After 
the war he carried on business in partnership with Peter 
Mackintosh for some years. He then conducted it on his 
own account alone, and continued it so for the remainder of 
his life. He died April 14, 180S. Mr. Parmenter's business 
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was large and exteusive for those days. He was employed 
by moHt oi the principal merchants of his time, and did the 
iron work for the enlargement of Faiieuil Hall, not long be- 
foie his death. He was an active mechanic, a patriotic citi- 
aen, and a man of strong intellectual power. He had a lively 
taste for music, belonged to the choir of the New-Soulh 
church in Summer-street, and was the author of the once 
popular psalm-tune called ComplaiiU — a favorite in almost 
uvery church in New England. Mr. Parmenter's eldest son, 
William, has been a senator in the legislature of Massachu- 
scttii, a representative in Congress, and in other stations of 
public trust. Another son, James, was bred a printer, and 
published a small literary paper in Boston in 1817 and 181S. 
A third son, Samuel, followed the bu^ness of the lather. 
The two last mentioned have been dead some years. 

I'eter Smink. This singular and comical being was a 
Hessian. He came to this country with a regiment of his 
coantrymen, in the pay of the British government, to fight 
the battle of foreign domination against domestic and native 
freedom. It is not known under what circumstances he left 
the British army, but soon after the close of the war he was 
in Charlestown, following the occupation of a silk-dyer, from 
whence he removed to Boston, and followed the same busi- 
ness in Cam bridge -street, near West-Boston bridge. He 
probably came to America in the capacity of a musician. 
Soon after his settlement in Boston he became a member of 
a military band, and was a celebrated performer on the bas* 
soon. His figure was almos^ orbicular, and his appearance 
always excited curiosity. He was an honest, well-meauing 
man, a punctual member of the association, and, like Sir John 
FalstafF, if he had no wit of his own, he was often the cause 
of it in others. 

Samuel Pekkins was born in Boston, September 2, 1770. 
His father was William Perkins, major in Colonel Crane's 
regiment of artillery of the Massachusetts line in the Revo- 
lutionary army, and afterwards, with the rank of colonel, was 
commander of the troops stationed on Castle Island, — now 
Fort Independence. When about thirteen years old, Mr. 
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Perkins went as an apprentice to Major John Johnson, a well 
known, and doubtleas, by many, well remembered portrait 
painter, who kept in Court-street, near the head of Gore's 
alley. His object was io learn the common as well aa the 
ornamental branches of the art How long lie continued with 
Johnson ia not precisely known ; but at the age of nineteen, 
lie began the painting business, chiefly on houses and ships, by 
himself, and continued it till about 1815, when he undertook 
to paint carpets. This business he continued for some years 
in Boston, till the increased demand for his work induced him 
io build a large factory in Roxbury. The product of his skill 
was in great demand, till rival manufactories in New- York 
created a competition, which, together with his age, induced 
him to retire from the active pursuit of business. Mr. Per- 
kins was twice president of the association, and might have 
served, constitutionally, another year, but declined a re-elec- 
tion. Such industry and sobriety as his would have made 
some men rich ; but he was too generous and liberal-minded 
to allow his earnings to accumulate beyond a competency. 
He was universally esteemed for the uprightness of his char- 
acter and the urbanity of his deportment He died in Rox- 
bory, on the second of August, 1846. 

William Whall was an Englishman, born in London, 
and came to Boston soon after the Peace of 1783. In our 
records he is called " whitesmith," and in the Boston Directory 
of 1789, he is designated "gon-smith and bell-hanger;'' but 
he was capable of executing almost any order that might be 
given to him for work in any or all (he metals. His shop, at 
first, was in Kilby-street, and afterwards in Atkinson-street. 
He was a punctual and active member of the association, and 
euBtained through life the character of an honest man. He 
had a son, William Whall, jun. who followed the same occu- 
pations. 

Oliver Johovnot, descended from Hugiienot ancestry, was 
born at Middletown, Con. January 1, 1760. He lost his 
father when he was quite young, and was taken to Boston to 
reside with his grandmother. When of a suitable age, he 
was placed at one of the public schools. In 1775, after the 
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battle of Bunker Hill, he attempted to leave Boston, but wa« 
stopped on the Necb, by an old tory, ordered back, and told 
that he would make a good lifer for bis majesty. He suc- 
ceeded, however, in making his escape, and visited his friends 
in Connecticut He was again in Boston in 1776, and, in 
September of that year entered the naval service on board of 
a brig of sixteen guns, called the Rising Sun. In April, 1777, 
the brig was captured by a British seventy-four, the crew were 
declared rebels, aud sent to a prison near Portsmouth. After 
a long imprisonment, several of the crew, of whom Johonnot 
was one, found means to escape. He made for L<ondon, 
traveling by night, and secreting himself by day under 
bridges aud in ditches by the way-side. He was taken by a 
press-gang from a ship of war ; and, to prevent being placed 
on board of it, confessed that he was an American, and hod 
escaped from prison. He was taken again to prison, and, 
with twenty-nine others, was confined in a dungeon, and 
kept on one half of prisoners' allowance. In July, 1779, 
more than two years after their capture, they were exchanged, 
and sent in a cartel to France. Here Johonnot was placed, 
by aa American agent, on board the Alilllin, a ship of war of 
twenty guns, which, after several skirmishes, arrived at Bos- 
ton in December. Johonnot was detained on shore by sick- 
ness for more, than six months, and, on his recovery, again 
sailed in the Mitllin, which was soon after taken by a British 
frigate and sent U, Charleston, S. C. The crew were here 
put on board of a pri«on-ship, where they were kept till Jan- 
uary, 1781, when they were exchanged and went to Wilming- 
ton, N. C. Here Johonnot shipped on board of a merchant 
vessel bound to the West- liWies, — was captured by one of 
Admiral Rodney's squadron, — tiansferred from one ship to 
another, — obliged to do duly, — vas again confined in a 
prison-ship, — put on board of a disabled British ship, and 
compelled to assist in working her into Antigua. With 
others, he was marched across the island and kept in prison at 
St, John's until again exchanged. He arrived in Boston, 
December, 1781. In March, 1782, he sailed in the General 
Scammell, eighteen guns. After various adventures, some of 
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TjrWch wrre sncceasful, the Scammell was taken by a BritJeh 
fifty-gun ship, and carried into New- York, The crew were 
placed on board the noted Jersey pridon-ahip, and detained 
there till the news of peace was received, when they were 
discharged and anived in Boston in January, 1783. Mr. Jo- 
bonnot had thus endnred about seven years of suffering and 
privation on land and sea. Not long after the Peace he joined 
an artillery company in Boston, and passed through every 
grade from that of a private to that of " Major and commander 
of the sub-legion of artillery in the Boston Legionary Brigade." 
As a member of the Mechanic Association, he was highly 
respected, and was three years one of the trustees. He was 
not ambitious of the distinction of office, but discharged all 
the duties assigned to him to the best of his ability. He was 
a memtier of the old Democratic Jeffersonian party, and the 
true Whig principles, which he imbibed during the Revolu- 
tion, he tenaciously adhered to through life. His death was 
caused by a fall in his house, which fractured a bone. Paraly- 
sis followed, and he expired, January 25, 1347, aged eighty- 
seven years,' 

Hknrv Blaney, bricklayer, was the builder of many of the 
moat substantial houses and stores in Boston, and among the 
latter, many of those on Central-wharf. He was abo the 
master mason in the erection of the State-house. He was 
known and celebrated as one of the faithful of his trade ; and 
his fidelity has received ample testimonial from those who 
have been employed in the removal of some of his work. 
He was noted for his (nithfulness and unyielding integrity. 
One who knew him in the days of his activity, says, — Mr. 
Blaney never failed to rebuke unfaithfulness or fraud, in me- 
chanics or merchants, whenever he discovered either in their 
business transactions with him. He was never known to 
make a discount on one of his bills, nor to charge a penny 
more than his labor and material were worth. 

John Wells was a native of Boston, and lived in the 
mansion of bis ancestors in Back-street, at the North End, 
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and carried on an extensive bnainess. He waa a deacon of 
the New-North church, under the pastorate of the Rev. John 
Eliot, and exercised the functions of the office with Bingolar 
fidelity. He wan, proverbially, an honest and kind-hearted 
man. He died October 14, 1832. 

GiLKB Richards was one of the niof<t ingenions mechauics 
of his day. His regular business \\-aB the making of wool 
and cotton cards, but he contrived sundry labor-saving ma- 
chines, which were beneficial to his fellow-citizens. He waa 
a respectable man, highly esteemed by all who knew him, 
but was too ingenious to be rich. 

Samvki. Bangs, cordwaiucr, had a shop in Kilby-street, 
near the old Bunch of Urapes tavern. The passers-by seldom 
failed to notice his sedate and sober face, as he sat before his 
window, plying his awl and thread, with a constancy and 
regularity that were proverbial, 

Ei'iiRAiM Thayer was born in Braintree, in 1749. He was 
the son of James Thayer, who was the grandson of Shadrach 
Thayer, one of the early settlers of that town. He never 
served any apprenticeship, but was a self-tniight mechanic, a 
very ingenious and industrious man. When quite young, be 
took in pieces an old pair of wheels, belonging to bis father, 
and following them as a pattern, made a new pair, with snch 
tools and timber as his fiither's farm ailbrded. Soon after, 
ho let himself by the month, to a Mr. Wetherbee, a wheel- 
wright, in Roxbnry, with whom be worked some months. 
At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, he joined Cap- 
tain John Vinton's company of artillery, in the regiment of 
Colonel {afterwards General) Henry Knox. It is not known 
how long he served in this regiment, but it was long enough 
to obtain a pension of gl22 a year for a few years, com- 
mencing in 1831. While in the army he was frequently em- 
ployed as an art i ficer, and one of his performances was the re- 
pairing of the wheels of General Washington's phaeton. 
In 1780, he set ap a wheelwright's shop at the South End of 
Boston. Here he manufactured fire-engines, which were in 
good repute in Boston, and other large towns in New-Eng- 
land. He was captain of an engine company many years, 
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aad as such did good service to the town. He made the car- 
riages for all tlie guns of the irigate Constitution, built in 
Boston in 1798, and for the gun-boats which were built there 
during Mr. Jctferaoii's admiDistration. He did much of a 
similar kind of work for the state, (General Amasa Davis, 
tbe qoarter-master-geuetal, being his next door ucigbbor,) 
moanting field-pieces, making gun carriages, tumbrels, Ace. 
He was one of the Boston representatives several years. 
A friend, who lived near him, and was intimate with him 
and his family, saya : " Mr. Thayer had no enemies — and no 
temper; or, if he had, he always kept it caged. He waa 
highly and universally respected." * After performing a large 
portion of the world's work, he died in 1636, in the eighty- 
seventh year of his age. 

Lbuuei. Gardner, was an active member for a number of 
years. His business was extensive and profitable. " He lived 
at a time of prosperity among the mechanics of Boston, who, 
earning their money easy, lived generously. He belonged to 
a aet very hospitable, whose side-boarda were loaded with 
plate, and who brought up their families in expensive style. 
They were enterprizing, ready to promote all public improve- 
ments, firm friends, carried a great sway in public, sung good 
songs, and seldom had a heavy heart or felt want" f 

JoBN Brav was born in Boston, August 4, 1761, and served 
an apprenticeship in Boatou and Charlestown. " Commenc- 
ing life poor, he acquired, by his industry, an independence. 
He waa a culler and packer of fish — having at one time 
eighteen jonrneymcn and apprentices — on Spear'a wharf, 
which he owned. As one of the three weighers and guagers, 
who were paid by fees, be has been heard to say that his 
abare on one occasion was $750 a month. After General 
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Lincoln resigned [his office as collector of the port] he was 
removed by his successor for his political opinions, and lived 
at ease on his income. Having had small advantages of 
education, which he always lamented, he balanced it by pro- 
viding the best education for his children. He was passion- 
ate, but never vindictive, and his sudden transitions were pe- 
culiar. His house was the hospitable resort of old and young, 
whose enjoyment he delighted to witness, and he was char- 
itable and kind to his poor neighbors. The only civil office 
he ever filled was that of selectman. He left a valuable 
property, and died August 12, 1n39, aged6^<."• Mr. Bray 
withdrew from the association some years before his death. 

Shitbael Bell was long known in Boston, as a deputy 
sheriff and jailer, and a constant attendant on the courts. He 
was a man of generous feelings, which he indulged to an ex- 
tent far beyond his legitimate means. His kindness and 
courtesy to those, whom the law placed under his supervision, 
were proverbial. He was a zealous llpiscopEdian, and, for 
many years, was a warden of Christ church. He was .the 
chief agent in the establishment of St. Matthew's chapel at 
South-Boston. His subscriptions for the purchase of bells, 
organs, and other furnishings of Episcopal churches were 
liberal to an extreme. He was distinguished as a Freema- 
son, and filled various offices in lodges, chapters, and encamp- 
ments. He was twice married, but had no children. He was 
active and industrious, but negligent in keeping accounts. 
He died in Boston in 1819, much lamented, and much poorer 
than many who had enjoyed the gifts of his bountiful good 
nature. 

David Cobb was born in Abington, in the county of Plym- 
outh, in 1772, and learned his trade of Deacon Richard Faxon. 
He was an edge-tool maker, a very first rate mechanic, a 
sensible and enterprizing man. Quarter-master-general Davis 
employed him several years to do for the slate all the iron 
work, while the operations in wood were done by Epbraim 
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ThaypF. He was captain, many years, of the BoBton Artil- 
lery. He was a sturdy Federalist, When President Jeffer- 
6on called for volunteers, to enforce embargo and iion-inttT- 
coiirse laws, Mr. Cobb did not approve of those measures. 
\\nien the invitation was read at the head of hia company, 
for volunteers, he remarked, " it is a good soldier who will go 
when ordered." 

JoRN RitasELL was a brother to Benjamin Russell, with 
whom he occasionally worked in the office of the Columbian 
Cenlinel. About the year 179.1, in connection with another 
brother, Joseph N. he published a paper called His Boston 
Prire-Carrevt and Marine Intelligencer. The partnership of 
ihe brothers was not of long continuance. The publication 
of the paper, which underwent several changes in form, size, 
typography, and name, was continued by John Russell, — 
singly or in connection with other partners, — till the end of 
the year 1823, when he disposed of his interest in it, and re- 
moved to CJardiner, in Maine, where he died. 

Samvel Emmons, ropemaker, was the son of Samuel Em- 
monfl, also a ropemaker, of Boston, — born in 1756, and died 
in 1837. After learning the trade of his father, ho went one 
voyage in a privateer during the Revolution. Soon after the 
War, he built a ropewalk, six hundred feet long, near Atkin- 
son-street, which was burnt in 1794. He then built another 
walk on the west side of the Common, which was also burnt 
ill 1806. Not discouraged by these repeated casualties, Mr. 
Emmons re-built, and this last factory was destroyed by fire, 
with those of Davis and Howe, in 1819. He thus suffered 
looses three timed by fire. He withdrew from the association 
some years before his death. 



17 9 6. 



At the first meeting of the newly-chosen government, Paul 
Revere, Benjamin Russell, and John W. Folsom were ap- 
pointed a committee to present to the Legislature a petition 
fur an act of incorporation. The Legislature conveaed early 
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in JanuBjy, and the petition was presented to the House of 
Representatives, 

January 24. Messrs. Revere, Tuckerman, Russell, Ciement, 
and Folsom were appointed by the government, "a commit- 
tee to wait on the committee of the General Court, on the 
petition of the Associated Mechanies," Messrs. Hunewell, 
Callender, and Richards were also appoMited "a committee 
to confer with the Boston members ; to which were also 
added the rest of the trustees." 

February — . One of the committees, mentioned above, 
reported that " a bill had been reported in the House of Repre- 
sentatives in favor of the petition, and, having had two sev- 
eral readings, had been recommitted, and then remained on 
the table of the House," — the "committee having made an 
unfavorable report" The record proceeds to state that "it 
was the opinion of the board of trustees, that the bill, not- 
withstanding the report in question, might have support in 
the House, and, at a favorable opportunity, ought to be called 
up," A committee was again instructed "to confer with the 
Boston Representatives on the subject, or otherwise deter- 
mine, as shall promote, in their opinion, the best interests of 
the association." 

March 10. Quarterly meeting. It was voted, " That the 
thanks of the association be given to the board of trustees, 
for their attention to the petition of the associated mechanics, 
now pending in the General Court ; and that they be request- 
ed to pursue their exertions for obtaining an act of incorpora- 
tion, in such manner as shall, in their opinion, best promote 
the interests of the society." 

All these exertions were unsaccessful, and no charter was 
obtained. 

April — . Government meeting. The treasurer waa direct 
ed "to invest the sum of Two hundred dollars, in behalf of 
the associated mechanics of the commonwealth, in such pub- 
lic securities as, upon further inquiry, he may find to be most 
for the interest and security of the society." 

May — . Government meeting. As a new Legislature 
was about to assemble, Messrs. Revere, Tuckerman, Russell, 
and Folsom were again instructed " to draft and present a 
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petition to the General Court, as soon as may be." The pe- 
tition was duly presented, but action upon it was postponed 
to the next session. 

Sftpteraber S, Quarterly meeting. A motion was made, 
that tbeie should be an annual public festival, which excited 
a long and warm discussion, and was finally withdrawn. 
The opponents, who appear to have been a majority of the 
members present, deemed the proposed festival inexpedient, 
w^hile the application for a charter was pending in the Legis- 
lature. 

November 10. Government meeting. The subject of the 
charter was again discussed ; and " every member of the board 
was strictly enjoined to use all his influence with the members 
of the General Court, at their next session, in order to carry 
into effect the act of incorporation now pending in that body." 

December 14. Annual meeting. The committee, appoint- 
ed to examine the accounts of the secretary and treasurer, 
made a brief report, stating that the secretary had " paid into 
the hands of the treasurer all the moneys he had from time to 
time received belonging to the association ;" — that " according 
to the treasurer's account, there appears to be due to him a 
balance of Eight dollars and eight cents ;" — and that " there 
appears to be due to the association, from the several members. 
One hundred and ninety-six dollars and twenty-five cents." 

The president, vice-president, treasurer, and secretary were 
Qoanimously re-elected, and the following members were 
chosen as trustees for the year ensuing : — 

Richard FaTon, Giles Richards, 

Thomas Clemeiil, Jonathan Hunewell, 

Stephen Gore, Samuel Emmons, 

Benjamin Russell, James Guuson. 
Edmund Harlt, 

The following persons were admitted members during the 
year; — 



Joshua Pico, Cooper. 
George Claghom, Builder, 
Jamea Dawson, Tailor. 
Joseph Tucker, Houaewrighl. 
Sunuel BilUnga, Uouaewriglil. 



John Rice, Honaewright. 
Edward B. Walker, Housewright. 
Moses Eayres, HousewrigkiL 
Simeon Wade. 
John Gordon, Tabaocooist. 
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At the first governinent meeting after the election, the 
times and places for their future meetings were fixed. Those 
meetings were held as usual, but there doea not seem to have 
been any business to interfere with the social and convivial 
enlertainraenta, until near the close of the year. 

November 8. Government meeting. A disposition to have 
a public festival having been manifested by many members, 
the subject was taken up and freely discussed. The general 
opinion was in favor of the measure, "as one that would 
answer very good purposes," and a committee was appointed 
to make the necessary arrangements. The committee report- 
ed, December C, in favor of dining at (_'onccrt Hall, and 
another committee was appointed "to arrange a number of 
toasts for the occasion," There is no further record concern- 
ing the festival. Probably it was dispensed with for some 
cause not mentioned in the journal. 

The quarterly meetings were held at the appointed times, 
but no business was transacted. No members were ad- 
mitted. 

December 13. Annual meeting. The report on the finances 
states that there were in the hands of the treasurer, Fifteen 
dollars and twenty cents, and a state note for Two hundred 
and ninety-seven dollars and thirty centa. Seventy-three dol- 
lars and eighty-one cents were due from the members in 
quarterly assessments, 

Paul Revere, Edward Tuckcrman, Samuel Gore, and Jofab 
W. Folsom, were again re-elected to the offices of presi- 
dent, vice-president, treasurer, and secretary. Messrs, Faxon, 
Clement, Gore, and Richards retired from the office of trustee, 
and Thomas Patten, Zachariah Hicks, Humphrey Clark, and 
William Williams were placed on the board. 

The secretary had hitherto received Fifty dollars & year as 
a compensation for his services. The association declined 
voting that sum, and referred the matter to the decision of 
the government. 



CHARITABLE MECHa.MC , 



17 9 8. 

January 3. Government meeting. Xo business appears to 
have been done, except the appointment of the times and 
places of the future meetings, and of a committee to report 
on the compensation of tlie secretary. The committee re- 
ported the sum of Twenty dollars. 

The government meetings are stated to have been held 
every month, and the record of each closes with " No business 
transacted," until the meeting — 

November 23, when " the subject of the society's dining to- 
gether was taken up, there being but few members present at 
the last quarteriy meeting of the society, it being theu sub- 
mitted to the trustees."* After discussion, it was voted " That 
the trustees will, on the next annual meeting of the society, 
dine together at some suitable place, and that the members 
be generally notified in one or more of the Boston newspa- 
pers, and a subscription opened by the secretary for that pur- 
pose," It was also voted, " That the expenses, which are to 
be defrayed by each member, shall not exceed nine shillings 
each person." A committee of arrangements was then ap- 
pointed. 

No record is made of the quarterly meetings of the asso- 
ciation in March, June, and September, if any such were 
held.' 

December — . The record states that " at the annual meet- 
ing of the Associated Mechanics of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, held at the Green Dragon tavern, on the 
second Thursday of December, 179S, t^ve^ty-nine members 
were present at two o'clock, P. M." A committee of three 
members was appointed " to prepare a number of toasts suita- 
ble to the occasion." "As soon as the committee returned, 
the society sat down to a well-provided table and fared 
Bnmptaously. After dinner, the committee gave in a report 
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of toasts, wfaich were read by their chairman, * each of which 
being so completely adapted to the occasion, were received 
with eclat, and interspersed with songs." 

At the close of this " festival," the association met at the 
Latin school-house, for the transaction of the ordinary bnsi> 
ness of the annual meeting. A committee had been appoint- 
ed, as usual, to examine the accounts of the secretary and 
treasurer, but no report appears to have been made. 

Messrs. Revere and Tuckerman declined serving longer in 
their respective offices, as president and vice-president, f The 
following members were then chosen to fill the various ofBces 
in the government; — 



JoDatha 



1 Hunewell, Prtsident. 
n Russell, Fite-Pnsident. 

Edmund Hartt, 

Samuel Enimnns, 

Zaohariah Hick.', 

Humphrey Clark, 

William Williams, 



David Wesl, Trtaturer. 

John W. Kolsom, 
Ebenezer Larkin, 
John Bray, 
Mosea E ay res, 
Solomon Col ion, 

Tnuteet. 



Messrs. Hunewell, B. Russell, Larkin, Tuckerman, and 
Eayres were instructed, as a committee, " to prepare and pre- 
sent to the General Court, a petition, praying for an act of 
incorporation, and to advocate the same before such commit' 
tee as should be appointed to report on it." 

A committee was chosen " to prepare a suitable plate, or 
emblematic device, for the society. A committee was also 
appointed to report on the secretary's compensation for the 
year. " The committee having retired for a few moments, 
gave in a report, that, in their opinion, {and considering the 
fund of the society was small,) the sum of Twenty dollars be 
allowed the secretary," &c. — which report was accepted, aud 
the meeting adjourned. 

From the brief and imperfect records of the year, it is 
evident that the association was not, at that time, a popular 
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institatioQ, and the members were not in a state of the most 
perfect harmony. No members were admitted this year. 
The whole number admitted after the organization of the aa- 
Hociation appears to be but thirty-three. Some of these, as 
well as8ome who had taken part in the measures in which 
the association originated, had never signed the constitution 
nor complied with any of the requisitions of that instrumenh 
Some had withdrawn, and two or three had been dismissed 
from membership. 

A meeting of the newly-chosen government was held on 
the 29th of December, — 'when Mes.srs. Hunewell, I. P.Davis, 
and Samuel Gore were appointed a committee "to make in- 
quiries respecting the purchase of a lot of land, suitable to 
erect a building to be called Mechanics HalJ." 
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Jaaaary 23. Government meeting. The president pre- 
sented "a letter from the Associated Mechanics of Rhode- 
Island, with a book of constitutions, and a copperplate en- 
graving, emblematic of their order." 

A petition was presented from James Davenport, "asking 
for a loan of money to assist him in the establishment of a 
certain machine for spinning twine," — which was referred to 
a committee, composed of Messrs. Revere, I. P. Davis, Em- 
mons, J. Phillips, and Hunewell. 

January 30. The committee reported that, " in their opin- 
ion, the machine cannot be made of public utility." The re- 
port was accepted, and it was voted, that " the granting of a 
loan of money from the funds for the purpose proposed, was 
not within the limits of the power of the trustees." 

March 14. Quarterly meeting. J. W. Folsom gave notice 
that he should resign the ottice of secretary. 
I Jane 13. Quarterly meeting. James Phillips was unani- 
mously chosen to the oflice of secretary. 
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No further business of importance appears to have been 
transacted, or proposed at any of the government meetings, 
till 

September 18, when it was ordered that a committee, with 
the secretary, ^^sort the list of members, — that they be made 
into six classes, and divided among the trustees, that they 
may wait on them, to know whether they mean to be con- 
sidered members or not." The report of this committee (if a 
report wa§ made) is not on record. 

October — . The government voted that ^a donation of 
Ten dollars, from the fund of the association, be granted to 
John Keith, '^ a deceased mechanic" * 

November — . The government voted that there should be 
a public festival on the day of the next annual election of 
ofRcers, and a committee was appointed to prepare a dinner. 
A committee was also appointed to audit the accounts of the 
secretary and treasurer; but no notice of their proceedings is 
on the record. 

December, second Thursday. Annual meeting, at Mrs. 
Marean's in Wing's lane, f Seventy members were present, 
at two o'clock, and "sat down to a sumptuous entertain- 
ment, with the hall handsomely decorated with the stand- 
ards of the different branches, and the portraits of the pres- 
ident of the United States, and General George Washing- 
ton." 

Immediately after the dinner, the officers for the ensuing 
year were chosen as follows : — 

Jonathan Hunewell, President, David West, Treasurer. 

Benjamin Russell, Vice-President, James Phillips, Secretary. 

Solomon Cotton, Moses Eayres, 

William Williams, Jonathan Balch, 

Humphrey Clark, William Todd, 

Zachariah Hicks, Henry Purkitt, 
Ebenezer Larkin, Trustees, 



* This was the first donation from the funds for any charitable parpote. It does not 
appear that Keith was a member of the association. • 

t Now Elm-street 
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From the journal of tlie Legislatore it appears that on the 
15th of January, a petition for an act of incorporation was 
read in the Senate and referred to a joint committee, — 
Messrs. Thompson and Thayer, of the Senate, — that the 
House of Representatives concurred in the reference, and 
added to the committee, Messrs. Ward, Barnes, and Prescott. 
The committee reported a reference to the next session of the 
General Court, and the subject was so referred. At the next 
session, in May, the petition and report were taken from the 
files, and referred to a joint committee, — Messrs. Thayer and 
Mason, of the Senate, — Russell of North- Yarmouth, Pick- 
man of Salem, and Russell of Boston, of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. The committee reported that the petitioners have 
leave to bring in a bill. The report was accepted in the 
Senate, but was rejected in the House of Representatives. 
The following is a copy of the petition : — 

To the Honorable the Senate, and Honorable tlie House of Represenia- 

tivea of ihe Commonweallh of Massachuaelts. 
Tbe pelilion of the aubscribers, TrUHtees and Members of the Mechanic 

AsBOcialion of said Conunouweallh, in behalf of themselves and aaso- 

ciates, respectfully represeuls; — 

That conacioua of the reotilude of their inteotions, and that their request 
is founded on principles of uaefiilneas to the community at large, as trell 
as of utility to themselves ; — and satisfied of the liberality, enlightened 
policy, and triadom of the Honorable Court, they are emboldened to renew 
their requeat for an Act of Incorporation. 

When your petitionerfl fitst solicited the attention of the Honorable 
Legislature to their prayer, such was the slate of political parties in our 
counby, that extreme jealousy was a virtue ; — and associations of almost 
every description were considered as tallying pomti of sedition. Unfor- 
tunately, and very unjustly, the mechanic aesoriation incurred this sua- 
picion ; — but, having shown their rules and regulations, and demonstrated 
by their practice, for the three years since their establishment, Itiat Ihe 
suspicion is unfounded ; — they witertain the hope that it is entirely eradi- 
cated from the bosoms of tiieir Political Fathers, — that their request will 
now be considered on its true basis, — and that the mechanics of Massa- 
chusetts will enjoy the privileges and advantages of an incorporation, in 
common with their brethren of the states of Rhode-Island, New-York, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and South -Carolina. 

Your petitioners ask no privileges inconsistent with the interests of any 
pait of their fellow-citizena ; and they will, with the utmost cheerfulnesB, 

3 
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■cqmmoe in any resbiciion the Uonanble Covt tbaU be pleased to pre- 
scribe to their fund «oil rreulalioiu. 

To pTomoie (heir hoppineM u m«cfaanice *ad m«B, — to gire aid and 
encouisgcment to gpnias in indirenl ciKamMuKes, — In advi 
mechanic arls, and improrrmpals, br loans ofmoner. — to sfford relief to 
the widovrs and orphans of deoeased merhanics. they have establiahed a 
fund, and hare formed thenwelm intoa BOcirtj. TanrepermaaeneT' and 
B^cuhly to that fund ; to increase the nnmbet of contributors to it ; and to 
add weight and respectability lo the inMitution, Ihiey wiali ta be incorpot- 
ated as a Body Politic. 

They therefore hombly pt»jr your Honorable Court to lake their reqiwst 
into yonr wise coosideiaiion, and grant them euch fairor in the pronisw 
M J'ou in ;n«r wisdom shall deem it fil and proper. 

And fom pedtioneta, as in duty bonnd, will erer pray. 
Signed, 

JONAIHIX HCSEWKI.L, EbKK. LtKEIX, 
BkXJIMIN Rt-SSEI.^ ZlCBlBIAH HiCKR, 

MosKS EiTBEi, William Wii.lii.u<, 

Edwaid TccEEaxis, Edmcxd Haatt, 

SiMDEi, Emmom*, Johx Bkat, 

David Wert, Ht^jiranKT Ct.AKE. 

The originals of the two following letters have been dis- 
covered among the mass of old papers, that were indiscrim- 
inately thrown together in the early years of the association. 
No notice is taken of Ihem in the records, tbougli it is e\i- 
dent, from the letter of Mr, Oti?, that the trustees had request* 
ed his legal opinion in the case : — 

BosTOK, Mat 22, 1799. 
To Ihi PTtiidtnt and Tnateu oflht JHechank Aitocialum, Ifc 

The subscriber, a member of the mechanic association, be^s leave to 
state to the board of trustees, that an indented apprentice of his. named 
Joshua Rand, having nearly completed his twentieth year, has left bis 
service, and entered on board the United Slates frigate, General Greene, 
at Newport : — That the subscriber has laJicn the means within bis power 
ici recover the services of the said apprentice, and has not been able to 
succeed: — He therefore reqnests the aid of the board of trustees, in the 
manner in which he ooghl further to proceed, and lo inquire whether thai 
assistance is not in power of the trustees to grant bma the funds of the 
association. The subscriber solicits the board lo take the subject into 
consideration ; and is, with all due respect, their humble servant and 
awociate, 

SAMUEL J. TUCK. 
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Sib, — la teply to the queBtions stated by you, I abserrB that I nm of 
opioioQ that the recruiting officer of the United States cannol hold, under 
&iiy enliBlmenI, indented apprentices, cantrary tn tlte will of their maslera. 
By the roimtitution. Congress can make no laws impairing ihe obligalian 
of ooolractB ; but, betneen masters and apprentices, personal servict Is of 
e of tJie conlraot. Soldiers indeed may be privilegeil from ar- 
il of conlraclB in the nature of debU. Here the remedy is sus- 
peoUeiJ, but the obli^tion is nai impaired. If a. servant, legally bound 
for years, may bo dinehargeil by enlistment, lliuse who are bonud for life 
may be diat-harged by the same rule. This doctrine would lead to the 
emancipation of all the slaves on the eontinent. A master has a properly 
in the services of his apprentices while he, on his part, fulfils hi^ aaree- 
meiiL The proper remedies for the master in Ihe case of an, enlisted ap- 
prentice are, first, after a demand and rofuaal, to seize his apprentice 
whenever he can And him, or to take him, by writ of Aoieiu eorpiu, before 
some judge, or court, of competent juriHdiction. Secondly, 1 think, ihat 
after noike to the payma'^ter or agent of the corps, the master of an ap- 
prentic^e enliNted, without his consent, would be entitled to the earnings of 
(he apprentice. 

I am, Sir, your moat obedient servant, 



Major Rc! 



H. G. OTIS. 



Fourteen persons were admitted this year to membership, 
viz: — 



Joseph Loverinff, Tallow-chandler 

Jonaa S, Bu.ie, Tanner. 

William Symmes, 

John D. Howard, Sailmaker, 

George Singleton, Cooper. 

Jonu Childs, Tailor. 

Joseph Palmer, Hatler. 



Joseph Stokes, Carver and Gilder. 

Jonathan Emmons, 

John Pierce, Bricklayer. 

John Smith. 

Hezekiah Hudson, Cooper. 

Otis Wyer. 

William Crosby. 



18 0. 

Janaary — . A special meeting of the governmcDt was 
held, ia consequence of an invitation from the selectmen of 
Boston, requesting the various aocietica of the town to unite 
with them in funeral honors to the memory of General 
George Washington, who died on the 14th of December, 
1799. A committee was appointed to carry into execution 
the arrangements of the town. Mr. Huuewell, as president 




of the iflBocntioa, issaed an advotianDeot, iDvitiiig aU the 
mtdtanla t^tte tmrm to meet st the senate-chamber of the 
Old State Hoiee, to make suitable airaogemeata for joining 
tbeir feUow-cltizeos in the foneral ceremoaies. The call was 
responded to with great tuwDimit; when tbe appointed day 
arrived. A prneeawon was ananged by the president and 
tm^ees of the aaaociatioii. The difierent trades, forty-five 
in number, wen anaoged in alphabetical (Mtler, — each trade 
baring a standaid, emblematic of the profession lo which it 
beloiiged, and borne by a prominent member. These ccie- 
monies took place on tbe 9th of Janoaiy. * 

A government meeting is recorded oo tbe 16ih of Jannary, 
at which snndrr daties of the seaetary, relating to fatnre 
meetings and to the admission of members, were distinctly 
pcnnted oat. He «~as directed to publish in one or more of 
the Boelon newspapers, ten days previoos to the qoaiterly 
meetings of the associatioa, an adveitiKaient in the form 
following : — 



• of then 
Tbeei 

) pvwcn, H will b« aUeved, Itadt proved Ibe ••aeetrf' 
t ia ■o ci ety vbick k»*« iacnaaed ita vvaldi 



and tMp e e tibUity, and uaelkfatnl the conditkn «f ■ 

Ion ntiatiAltf be iiifMi«d thai iha ■— oeiatiaa ti ihoM whs piofc— Q 

wtt will iT j ^ * " ■■*■ tk«i» j.»^Mjin_ boAa* wwwthamrii aad niHt. 11 



apply u either of llie ander^ineiUiaaMt, who will pnpoM Am> wt iha 
qasitefly meeting ID be bell) the — day of mwii^ 

To be signed by all tbe officers. 

Tbe president of tbe L'nited States had issoed a pcoclama- 
tion, recommending that the twenty-second of Febmaiy 
sboidd be observed as a day of mooming and hnmiliation, to 
which the government of the association promptly and anan- 
imoQsly responded. .4 committee of arrangements, cMose» 
from the mechanic interest at tar^e, nnited with the govern- 
ment ; and nnder their direction, a procession, similar to that 
of tbe 9tb of Jannary, was formed in Slate-street, and was 
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escorted to the Old South meeting-house by a military com- 
pany, — the Columbian Volunteers, commanded by Captain 
William Harris, a member of the association. The procession 
was joined by the lieutenant-governor, * the president of the 
senate, many members of the legislature, judges, United 
States, state, and municipal otlicers, clergy, foreign consuls, 
and a large number of citizens. The exercises at the meet- 
ing-house consisted of prayers, funereal odea and hymns, and 
an oration by Mr, Joseph Tuckerman. f 

* Moaea Gill, ihe lie uienani- governor, wu iben acting governor, in vonsoiiuence of 
Ibe daih of Governor Inomae Sumner. 

tThia genilemiiti wi* ■ son ol* Edward TucbermiD, the first Tioe-pre«iileal of ihe 
■wacimioa. He gradualed al Harvard oolJege, in 1799, in llie clau wilh Williim 
Eilery ChaQDios and Jmepb Story. When quite yoang, he yns ordained paslor of 
Ihe oangregBlional church in ChelMS. Afler an acceptablo minintry of aome year* in 
ibat lown, he removed to Boalon, apd eilablitiheil ibe " Minialry to the Poor," — a vo- 
calioa \a wbich he labored wilh diainterealeJ earneatnesn and bensvolcnce. He re- 
ceived, (ram the oallege, in 1SS4, ibe honorary degree of Doctor of DIvinily. He died 
ia VM, deeply regretted, aa a truly Cbnalian philanlhropial and public beneractor. 

Tlka following " Dirge, or Sepulahnl Service," formed a part of Ihe rehgioua per- 
tMmancea of thia occuion. It waa wiillen by John M, Wiltiania. belter knoHn ■■ 
" Anihooy Faaquin," a tignature under which he had gained much noloriely aa a 
vriler in Ixindon uewspaper* and magaiioea. It wai act to muaic by Oliver Holdea 
ra, and performed by a aetect eboir ' — 



Lo! Sorrow reignelh and ihe nation mourns ; for the Lord God of brael hath taken 
away tbe counaelor, the mighty man, Ihe man of war. But Ihe Lord givelh and the 
l«nl Ukelb away : bleaaed be the name of the Lord, 

I^renl of Mercy! Lord benign, 

Who lita on high enthroned. 

Who girea Iho heam of day 10 ahine, 

Whoie nandalea Nature owned, — 

Who aili the Bicbening roac wilh vivid dew, 

And flied the cauao from whence exialenoe grew, 

Look dowo upon a nation 'a woe, — 

Forbid the itrcama of mitery to Dow. 

He tempered the energie* of Roman virtue wilh Ihe forbearance of Ihe Christbn 



He burst Ihs fetler* of ihe land \ 

He taught 111 10 b« free ; 

He nuBod the digniiy of man ; 



n ANNALS OP TBE ICASBACIir SETTS 

After the settlement of some incideotal aBnirs, relating to 
the faneral ceremonies, the chief badness of the year was the 
admission of members. At the qnanerly meeting, March 13, 
sixty-two persons were admitted, and the meeting was ad- 
journed one week, when twenty-eight were admitted, and the 
meeting was again adjourned for a week, when two others 
were admitted. Other candidates were on the list, bat there 
were no further bailotings till the regular quarterly meeting 
in June, at which nineteen were admitted. Seven more were 
admitted in September, and eighteen more at the annnal 



b > diria of dark and unenunpled pent, vhen inarcb; tud eok 
be bad Ihe power and coanaDcjr to pmene Ibe eoEoluoairealth from in 

SedilioB, who had unddeitia; reafoed. 
Er he the roamiDg fiend had ebained, 
Now bunting froni bii iron cave, 
Will iialk a^a, as Rain'a bIbtc. 
UntwiDF Ibe KrpenI frDin bii hair, 
To wander aa * »oci»l anare ; 
Thaa Guill will wound hia own repose! 
Thna Foltj- doubi the good he tnowa. 



Eleraled by Ibe conqneil of himaelf, bi 
bODor, and his ihougbl witdom. In bleu 
lo do wrong, but he knew no olber [cat. 

Hot Syrian perTume, nor Ihe regal gem, 
Nor Deauly'a potency, nor Valor's migbl, 
Can abrogate Ihedexiny of man, 
Or atay ihe msnlle of oblivion's nighl. 
The nobte and )be impolenl ofaoul. 
Adowa ihe ebbleu and Ihe ceaseleN ettrren 
'T ia oara lo brighten Life's illasive guile. 
And malie our virtue miligale oar woe. 



Hia InireU u a conqneror were apotless, and bia coda of JegisUlion perfect He 
oonaeonled Ihe federal compoci upon Ihe aliar of Jottice. His life evinced the glorr 
of Ilamanily ; hia end displayed the blias of resignaiion : released Trom moiUJ nata, 
he u now asi-ended lo ibe beuven of heavens. 

Ke bural Ihe feUera of ihe land ; 
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meeting ia December : — making, in the whole, one hundred 
and thirty-six admiasjons during the year. Two members 
were permitted, by a special vote, to withdraw from the asso- 
ciation, "on paying up their arrearages." 

An amendment to the constitution, recommended by a 
committee, was adopted ; but is not on record. 

Joseph Stokes, a member, appealed to the association for 
the settlement of a difficulty with an apprentice, and Messrs. 
Hicks, Balch, Todd, B. Russell, and M'Keau were appointed 
a committee to investigate the adair ; but no farther notice 
of it appears on the record. 

The meetings of the government were regularly held, but 
no bnsiness was transacted, except the appointment of* com- 
mittees to investigate (he accounts of the secretary and treas- 
urer, and to make arrangements for a festival. The following 
doccment, preserved on the £les of the secretary, illustrates 
the formalities observed on the occasion of the festival: — 

Boston, Kov. 20. IBOO. 
Mr. Pbebident, — I have been requested by tlie fommiuee of arrsnge- 
ments, to mnlte an extibit to you of their proceedings, for your infonna- 
bon ; and have the honor to be, with respect and conaitlerEtion, your very 
humble 8er<,-aul, B. RUSSELL, Ckairman. 

JOKATUAK UUHBWELL, Esq, 

In comminee of arrangement, Nor. 19, 18011. Present: — all tlie commit- 
tee — pancluaUy. 

On motion of Capt. Bray, voIbU, That Mr. Henry Purkin, and Capt. 
Thomas Slutson be a committee to draft a subBcriplioo paper, for the nig- 
nalnrea of such members of the ORSociatioii as wjah to dine at the anui- 
Tereary feaati — that they be empowered to procure ihe printing, and sign 
the tickets of admission : — to employ some suitable person to present 
the subscription paper lo each member of the association, and to deliver 
tickela to those who subscritie fur the tickets : — and thai they instruct 
ftoid person to receive two dollars from each person subscribing. 

Voted, also, that the said commillee, as early as may be, conmiuni- 
«sl« lo the president of the association, the number of members which 
may ■nb*cribe, in order that a suitable number of marshals may be ep- 



poii 



lied. 



n of Capt. SiulBon, voted, That Major Rusiell, Mr, Timothy 
Green, Capt. Jolm Bray, Mr. Henry Purititt, and Capt. Shubael Bell, be a 
eommiltee to contract with some suitable person or persons, to furnish a 
dinner for the association, and such liquors as shall be necessary. 
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•kail j a*^ neccwiiy t» «ne»d ^e ani^tiiTwi «a dM day. 

On mockn ol Mi. Poikia. ixfteni That Mjj«r RoasieU, CapL Bell, and 
C^]ic SmtsiQD be a ccMBinitxiML io drait ^te n ec eas My and appropriate 
toa5i9 : and to pre^rare ssilaSle 5>osl5S. 4:f. 

On molrai of C^^M. Hoaaer. Toa«il TIat C^^M. Siiriwri B^ and Mr. 
Geoqre SuifWuMi he m caaamineip «> cionxnct wjtik tva «r man peaoe- 
adiceis to attend tiie astMciatian tkat day. 

On mocxna <M Mr. Siu leaoBu iroaed. Iliax Capi. Mxibael Homer be em- 
powered K» coDtFart wiik d^ pciaten of tl^e CestineL Chranicle, Mercury 
and Price Cunent. ior adreituantr i^ ^na$3 : &at be diiect die draft of the 
ndreitrnmeot. and sive die neretKsakrr diieeMBs iw its i nw it i o n . 

On moektt <4 Mr. PnititL v\>ced. T^iat CapL Kar. Mr. Gieen, and 
Capt. H««n«r be a coaaminee la defame ibe place vkeve the asao- 
ciation maj dine, in snek aaanner ns tber <haU dunk proper; and that 
tker be empoveced to le^qnest tke assi$:ance tkerein. of one mem- 
ber of eack branck of die m«^kaiiic arts^ wko are members of the aaao- 



On motion 9t CapL Homer, ivied. Tkat CapL Tkaaans Stntson be 
leoMnmended as tonstHnasoer on tke anniTetanrr. 

On motion of Cnpc Brav, Toted. That ike ckaiiman of cnck snb-eom- 
mittee lepoet to tke ckaiiman of tke general ciammitiiee^ on Wadneaday 
neJLL tke pivi$T«!» mnde by die 5«b-commitap«k 

On motion of Capt. Bell roied Tha: tke ckajjiman be recpieeted to 
make an ejikibit 10 xke pcecMdenx of d^ asMczatkn of tke proceedings of 
diis ereaiair. ior )u5 inKvinaiion. 

BENJAMIN RUSSELL. 



Farther to iilastrmte the casioms of our p redecessors^ the 
foUowing is selected from munetoos p^pets of a like cbar- 
«eter« on the files of the nssociatioo : — 

We tke nndeisurned members of die mechanic a^Mctation. bein^ de- 
aiiott$ to cele^^ase. witk kannonv and 5«mal order, tke anspicioos day of 
its aadrit^*, ia oider to lecti^tiiie tkcve ^ubkme pcinc^lesk wkick actuated 
eack indiTiduaL in forming die same, ior onr benefit and mntnal k^;^- 
ne!9i». do. for die pnrpo$e afinmwid pny to die comndtteek speciallr ap- 
pointed by said society to lecetxe d^ same. Tvo%kiIlars^ as placed against 
nor names respectiTely : — 

Jonadnn Wheeler. Henry PorkitL Elkasak Csskman. Jokn G. Sckohz, 
John XTFarlane. Jokn Comisk. Hecuy Mcs»inA:e?. W. WkalL jnn. 
W. Wkall, acm. J oae p k Callender. James Enasixu IVtet Smink, Tkomas 
Banmay. fipkmim Mamk Bei^amin Howknd. Wuimm Andiews^ William 
Omiihf » Mm D. BovarlJoaepk P^lmw, Wlllum lining Pmt Gtlman, 
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December IS. Annual meeting, in the Senate-chamber of 
the Old State House, The following otficera were elected 
for the ensuing year: — 

IJoiuUhan Hunewell, Presidint. 
Banjamin Russell, Vice-Prt»ident, 
ft William Todd, 

klter ' 



Daniel Mesninger, 
Jonathai) Kilton, 

John Cotton, 



Francis Wright, Tnamrtr. 

James Phillips, Secretary. 
Jonas S. Bass, 
(iershom Spear, 
Joseph Lovering, 
Oliver Johonnot, 

Tnultee. 



ler the election of officers, " the vice-president having in- 
formed the society that the president wished to present them 
with a standard, the marshals formed the members into a 
liollow square, and the president presented the standard to 
Major Russell, who was appointed to receive the same. Major 
Russell then presented the standard to Mr. Jonathan Kilton, 
who was previously appointed standard-bearer by the presi- 
dent." A committee was instructed to present the thanks of 
the association to the president, for hia present. 

" Business having thus ended, the company was properly 
arranged by marshals appointed by the president for that pur- 
pose, and marched down to Fanueil Hall, honored with the 
company of the selectmen and the Rev. Mr. Eckley and the 
Rev. Mr. Tuckerman, where a sumptuous entertainment was 
provided, and the day was ended with pleasure." 

The following are the names of the persons admitted to 
membership during the year, — some of whom never signed 
the constitution, and consequently never became members; — 



William Callender, Turner. 
Willittm Homer, Sloiie Cutter. 



tell 



, Prim 



Thomas Godfrey, Baker. 
John Joiinlan, Carpenter. 
Jacob Hj'ler, Shipwright. 
Richard Austin. Puvrterer. 
Elijah Leameci, Cabinet-maker. 
Giles Alexander, C a bi net-make t. 
Thomas Lilly, Founder. 
James Barry, Cooper. 
Thomas Emmons, Cooper. 



Elisha Tower, Cooper. 
Nathaniel Howe, Cooper. 
Richard Gridley, Blacksmith- 
William Ralchford, Blacksmith. 
John Crease, Blacksmith. 
Bichard Joquith, Cordwainer. 
John M. Lane, Hairdresser. 
John Bosaon, Hairdresser. 
Jesse Mayo, Hairdresser. 
John AEhton, Hairdresser. 
Josepli Callender, Engraver. 
James Lorin^, Printer. 





flS a:cxals op 1 

Richard Thayer, Carpenter. 
Henrr Swift, Baker. 
BeDJvnin Proclor, Sailniakci 
Samael Sj-mes, Sailmaker. 
Thomas Curtis, Hairdre 
George Vaughan, Paiater. 
Thomas Slutson, CaipeDlei. 
Noah Da«<:eit, Carpel 
Ephniim Mar»h, Carpentei 
Benjamin HowlanJ, Carpenl 
Joab HuQt. jun. Caipenler. 
Jeremiah Goodwin, Carpenter. 
Henry Fowle, Blockmoker. 
Dsvid Stanwood. Blockmaker. 
Aiiihony Duiupsnil, Walchmaker. 
Thomas Popkin, Blacksmith. 
Benjunio Jackson. HousewiighL 
William Braiier. Ropemoker. 
Lemuel Cox, Wheelwright. 
WiUiam R, Martin, Wheelwright. 
Hopeatiil Hall, ^V'heel»^i£hl. 
William Jennin^, Wheehrright. 
John Trask, MTheelwrisht. 
Leri Taylor, Wheelwright. 
Amua Murdock, \Vhe?lwright. 
William Whall. jun. Blacksmith. 
Benjamin Jennin^ Blacksmith. 
Andrew Rhoades, Hairdresser. 
Heizekiah Chaitwick, Hairdresser. 
Benjamin Hanners, Hairdresser. 
Hoberl New, Hairdresser. 
Ebenezer White, Hairdresser. 
Benjamin Comey, Alast-maker. 
Job Drew. Ccrdwainer. 
Samuel Spni^e, Mason. 
Thomas Redman, Paper-stainer. 
William Fisher, Stone-cutter. 
Daniel Raynard, Moddler. 
Simon Hastings, Housewright. 
Joseph Willett, Housewright. 
Jabez Bullard, Hoasewright. 
Josioh Porter, Housewriglit. 
James Blake, Housevrright. 
Shove Howland, Housewright 
Stephen Goff, HousewrighL 
James Moloney, Terrace-worker. 
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William Hawe^ Chaiimalgf^^^H 
William West, ChairmakeT^^^H 
M'illiam M. S. Doyle, Poper-sliiiMB. 
Noah Porter. Mason, 
Jonathan Whitney. Klaswi. 
Peter OsgDod, Mason. 
Willi»m Lankesler, Ktason. 
Francis Wright, Tobaceooist 
William M'tkean, Tobacconist. 
Benjamin T. Wells, Coppersmith. 
Jonathan Horton, Blacksmith. 
James Burrhislead, Shipwright 
Lot Wheelwright, Shipwright 
Hawkes Lincoln, Shipwright. 
Nalhao Ptati, Shipwright. 
James Brewer. Blockmaker. 
Benjamin Vamey, Blockmaker. 
Daniel Hewes, Turner. 
Eli-'ha Norcro?s, Hairdresser. 
William Pierce, HairdresNM^^^H 
Samuel J enks. BIacksmith.J^^^H 
Benjamin Hall, Carpenter. ^^^^H 
Turner Crocker, Iklason. ^^^^^H 
John Tuckerman. Baker. 
William Hichbom, Coacb-nuiker. 
Peter Gibnan, Tailor. 
Timothy Pease, Cooper. 
Simon Francis, Cabinet-maker. 
William Harris, Mast-maker. 
Benajah Brigham, I^tason. 
Nathaniel Ireland. Blacksmith. 
^Villiam Tufts, Distiller. 
William Minzies, Coppersmith. 
William Hay, Cabinet-maker. 
Samuel Brintnall, blast-roaker. 
Leach Harris, Shipwright 
Robert Howe, Tomer. 
Timothy Green, Pewlerer. 
Benjamin T. Cros-i, Compositioner. 
James Wade, Carpenter. 
Thomas Tilden. Mason. 
Benjamin Hichbom, Carpenter. 
Nathaniel Braillee, Ciirpenter. 
Robert Steward, Carpenter. 
Rufus Ba.vier, Cordwainer. 
Thomas Avis, Cooper, 
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William Wyman, Lealher-dresaer. 
Thomas Heath, Ma^on. 
Ward Jarfc^on, HousewrigliL 
Geor^ Graham, Eiigravet. 
Thomas Benson, I'rinl- cruller. 
Ephiaim Hucheraon, Cooper. 
Benjamin Owen, Cooper. 
William Thayer, Braintree, Black- 
Uriah Tufts, Blacksmith. 
Elijah Lewis, Biacksmilb. 
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William Laughton, Baker. ^, 

Joseph Allen, Baker. '1 

James Bolter, Housewright. 
Benjamin Harris, Housewrighl. 
Nicholas Pierce, Mason. 
Samuel Cunis, Leacher-dieseer. 
Edward Sisk, Dedham, Leather 

dresser. 
Samuel Kastingi, Pointer. 
James Cutler. Prititer. 
Thomas W. Sumner, Housewright. 



18 1. 

The first meeting of the newly-elected government was 
held at the house of the president, who opened the meeting 
with the following apeech : — 

Gemtlehen, — At the commencement of the monthly meetings o[ the 
officera of the aasociaiion, permit me to take a general view of the present 
stale of the association, and to recommend to your oonsidemtion the adop- 
tion of measures which may be calculated to promote its iulerest and ex- 
tension, and the happiness of its members. 

In the first place give me leave to recommend to yom- notice the aer- 
Tices of those past ofKcers, whose exertions you have witnessed in ren- 
dering our institution ho tlouriahing. The committee of arrangements of 
the late festival are abo, I think, entitled to your acknowledgements, as 
■well aa the marshals and other officers of that day. 

This board being, by the constilulion, the guardians of its funds, it is 
incumbent un you, gentlemen, al staled times, to audit and settle the 
books and accounts of the secretary and treasurer, to asrertain the amount 
of the funds, and to provide thai ihey be invested in the new treasurer. 
Conunittees are frequently chosen to report on subjects highly interesting 
to the association. Those committees ought frequently to be called on 
far their reports. It is with peculiar pleasure I slate to you, gentlemen, 
the rapid increase and prosperity of our association. In 179S, it consisted 
of about ninety members ; in 1799 they increased to one hundred and 
fourteen, and, during the last year, to two hundred and seventy-five. 
The members appear to be well united; our meetings are fully and 
pnnclually attended, and a general disposition appears prevalent to ad- 
vance each others' happiness. Many, however, who have been admitted, 
have not yet signed ihe books. Since our last meeting, the constitution 
of the association has been printed, and many of the members havs been 
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supplied therewith. Is il not oar duly, gentlemen, to urge it oa our 
brethren to possess themselves with ii, in order that they may bo ac- 
quainted with their dutief and privileges 1 

The certificaleH of membership have also been maJe mit, signed snd 
eealed. In my opinion, if all the raeinbent would take iJiem, and baxe 
them framed, they would essentially tend to our increase, 

The funeral fund has been subscribed by twenty-three membere. It is 
necessary for you, (jentleraen, in my opinion, lo preacribe the number 
which tihall be expedient to its bein^' put in active operation, and also the 
certilieale whieh eaeh member is entitled to by the constilutiun. 

The eertilicBles of apprenticeship are also ready, and some of them 
have been taken up. And give me leave, gentlemen, on this occasion, to 
recommend lo you that degree of economy and prutlence in our monthly 
meetings, which must have a tendency lo promote the healtli, and sub- 
serve all OUT interests. We have, gentlemen, been at considerable ex- 
pense in procuring plates for certificates of membership and (or appren- 
tices, for printing the new constitution, obtaining new books, and the sig- 
nature of membera thereto ; notwithstanding which I am hnppy to lind 
that our funds are on the increase. 

Contident as I am that every tiling on your part will be done lo promote 
the interest and happiness of our society, 1 do assure you, gentlemen, 
Ihat you may depend on my hearty co-operation in such measures, at all 
times, as may tend to this desirable object. 

These remarks of the president, — though not made in the 
style of a scholar, — were an evidence of good sense and cor- 
rect judgement. They were appropriate and well-timed, and 
seem to have produced some effect. It was tlie custom for 
every member of the board of trustees, at whose house the 
monthly meeting was held, to give a supper, composed, fre- 
quently, of the luxuries of the market, and always furnished 
with wines, and other beverages, which are now banished 
from social entertainments, but of which it was not then dis- 
honorable to partake, even to excess. These expensive enter- 
tainments might well justify the president in recommending 
the observance of economy and prudence at their monthly 
meetings, as a means of promoting health and subserving the 
general interest Committees had been exceedingly remiss 
in attending to matters referred to them, and in making re- 
ports of their transactions. There bad been no detailed re- 
port on the accounts of the secretary and treasurer for two or 
three years, and very few, if any, of the members were ac- 
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quainted with the financial afTairs of the association. Many 
persons, who had been admitted as members, neglected, or 
refused, to sign the constitution, and to pay for Iheir certifi- 
cates of membership ; and many others neglected to pay the 
small sum (twenty-five cents,) prescribed by the constitution 
as a quarterly assessment. Indeed the whole business was 
conducted in a loose and slovenly manner, and required the 
attention of the officers to regulate and reform what had 
been done amiss, and to provide for a better management in 
fature. 

The trustees took into consideration the several matters re- 
ferred to by the president, and established as a rule, that, at 
all future meetings, the reports of committees, appointed at 
previous meetings should be called for; and that all commit- 
tees should be expected to report in thirty days after their ap- 
pointment Some further provisions were made with a view 
to obtaining the signatures to the constitution of all members 
immediately after their admission. 

In regard to the Funeral Fund, it was voted that when 
fifty members had become subscribers to it, the object of its 
iusiitution should be in operation. The following form of a 
certificate of subscription was adopted, viz : — 

This certifies, That of is it member of the Funeral Fund of 

the ABsorialud Mechanics and Manufacturers of the Commonwealth of 
MasBachuselt'', commenring the first day of Jauuarj-, 1801, and that his 
family is entitled to all the benefits of the eaiae. 

A committee was chosen to investigate the funds of the 
society, and settle the accounts of the late treasurer. This 
committee, agreeably to the vote of the trustees, at the next 
monthly meeting of that body, reported progress, and had 
further time allowed them to finish their business. 

January 2S. Government meeting. A communication from 
the "Coopers' society" was presented by Gershom Spear, 
one of the trustees, stating that the master coopers "had 
formed an association and adopted constitutional laws, rules, 
and regulations," and expressing a wish that they might be 
acknowledged as a branch of the mechanic association. The 
communication was referred to a committee, which reported 
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at the next subsequent meeting, expressing great satisfaction 
with the proceedings of the Coopers' society, and stating that 
the request to be considered a branch of the association could 
not be acceded to, consistently with the provisions of the con- 
stitution, which did not admit that any particular societieB 
of trades should be acknowledged as branches of the &»o- 
ciation. 

The president was requested " to address letters to the dif- 
ferent associations in the United States, mentioning the offi- 
cers for the present year, and make any other commanica- 
tions that he may think proper," 

A committee was appointed to prepare and report " a key 
to the certificate of membership." 

February 25, Government meeting. The committee to 
examine the accounts of the secretary made a detailed report 
of receipts and expenditures. The recapitulation exhibited 
the state of the funds as follows, viz : — 

Siale note, drstritig 5 per cent, interest, for S29T 30 

Cash in ihe ireasurers hands, - , 280 00 

Cash in ihe aerrelorj-'s hands, . , 16 TT 

Due from sundry members, .... 116 75 

One year's interest on slate note, ... 14 86 

$723 68 

The same committee reported that Fifty dollars be granted 
to the secretary in full compensation for his services to the 
first day of January, ISOl. 

B. Russell, F. Wright, and J. Balch were appointed a com- 
mittee to consider the propriety of admitting honorary mem- 
bers. The same members were directed to consider the ex- 
pediency of having an assistant secretary; and also to pre- 
pare an answer to the address of the president at the first 
government meeting. 

It was voted " that the certificates of membership, standing 
in the names of Messrs. Yaughan and Crease be sent to their 
families, framed and glazed, at the expense of the gentlemen 
present." These two members, then recently deceased, had 
never received their certificates, but had paid entrance feus 
and all assessments. 
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March — . Quarterly meeting. A report that it was in- 
expedient to admit honorary members, and another adverse to 
the appointment of an assistant secretary, — were accepted. 

Eighteen candidates were admitted. 

April — . Government meeting. A committee to prepare 
a key to the certificate of membership made a report, which 
was accepted. The record states that " the committee chosen 
to draft an answer to the president's address, reported as fol- 
lows," — but the entire page following this sentence, is a 
blank. 

Renewed eflbrts were made to collect the outstanding dues 
of members, but the efforts were not, probably, very success- 
fill, aa no notice appears thereafter on the record. 

A committee was appointed to devise ways and means for 
increasing the fund. Subsequently the committee reported, 
that the quarterly assessment on each member should there- 
after be Fifty cents, — which report was unanimously accept- 
ed by the trustees, and confirmed by the association. 

June 18. Quarterly meeting. A petition for charity, "in 
favor of Mr. Hans, a poor ingenious mechanic," weis present- 
ed, and a collection of $14 50 was made among the members, 
and given to Henry Purkitt, to be transmitted to Mr. Hans. 

The "key to the certificate was read, accepted, and dis- 
tributed to the members." The following is a copy of it: — ' 

Erpiattaiion of the Cirtificatt of MembtTihip of tkt Maiiachusetti MtchanU 
Asaociation. 
At the top an exiensive Balance, or Si'ale-Beam, is Been issuing from an 
irradiation. From the riH;hl point of Ihe Balanct various Sales are aus- 
ppoded, la represent tke Commercial; and from the left point numerous 
fyipltnunla of Handicrafts, to designate the Mechanic Inleresls of the eom- 
Biuaily — Their situation evincing llie truth of the masim ronlained in 
the motto of the Association, that, equally balanced, the Merchant and the 
Jtttkanie in being "/t«(," laay ^' Fear Not.'' The Ea^t represents the 
Goremmenl of the United States — under whose fostering care Commerte 
ftnd the Mechanic Arts have flourished. The motto, suspended from the 
Eagle't beak, points to our duty, and encourages us to persevere in it. On 
Ihe right side of ihe Plate, the MECHANIC POWERS are represented 

• Thi* certificnle bta btea supencdcd by olheri, — in >a improved style of engnv- 
iag, bu taudly mora appiopiiaie in deiigu. 
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in their tDclhruliw] aod distinct opendtm. I»L The Balatut in weifhin; 
caob. SiL Tlie L*mr in bearing oS^ or Uanftiing k Boat. 3d. The 
&MI0 in poekiitg /uA in a kc^Hbead. 4th. The Wedge in wedging op a 
Skip on the !tti>cks. Sib. The fWlfy in raiMog a ibuc of Ship- Timber;— 
in which. Stii. The Wktd is aastsling.— On tbe left side tho Anisbett 
eflect of tfaeM powers ia shewn in ■ Skip nnder sail ; and an elegant and 
■pnciDoi Edijkt; whilst the Fbie Arit are represented b; an E^tustrioH 
StatutoiHas Ute Excellent WASHINGTON in readiness to be placed 
on iim Pedttlal, whifh is erected near it, anit on which is inscribed the 
initials of the name, the day of the death, and the a^ of tbe Man '-vis 
unUtd ail Acdrtr.'' The border of the achievement in Grttn, the c«lor of 
the badges of llie Association ; which being the principal, and most useful 
eolor of nature, is considered as appropriate lo an Association, designed to 
be so uni*en>al and beneficial. The Stal beats the Head of Akchimedei, 
supported on the right by Hope, and on the left by Charily, and is oma- 
munted with the bonaerH of Ptaet. The Bts-Ifne aboce it, and the C^- 
nupjn which issue therefrom, eipress that Industry will produce PUnty, 
and will enable us to discharge our duty to ourselTes, out families, and 
oar country ; and to asaial those of our unfortunate Fellow- Citizens who 
may need our CKarily. 

The secretary was " directed to send a person rotiad, to 
collect subBcriptiona for a party on the water." [At the next 
meeting of the government it was voted, that, "considering 
the number oi' the associatinn, it would be impracticable to 
have the contemplated water frolic."] 

A letter was received from the president of the " General 
Society of Tradesmen and Mechanics of the city of New- 
York," in reply to one from President Hunewell, reciprocat- 
ing hid good wLiihea, and enclosing a list of their ofTicers, 

September 17, Quarterly meeting. The association de- 
cided to htive a public festival in December, and eight mem- 
bers were joined to the government as a committee of ar- 
rangements. 

There is no record of government meetings for September, 
October, November, and December; but several blank leaves 
Btand between the record of the last quarterly meeting and 
that of the annual meeting. 

December 17. Annual meeting at the Old State House. 

The record begins thus ; — " On motion, voted that the 

article of the constitution" 

[Here is a blank of half a page.] 
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The following officers were 


elected for the ensuing year: — ^^^| 




David Went, TrtasuT€r. ^^H 


Benjamin Hussell, Vice-PruidttU. John Cotlon, Stcntary. • ^^B 


DaviJ Messinger, 


Oliver Johonnol, ^^^H 


^^ Jonaa S. Ba*., 


James Phillips, ^^H 


^^^^L Jonulban Killun, 


John M. Lane, ^^^H 


^^^^V Jo:<eph Loreria^, 


Thomas W. Sumner, ^^H 


^^^^P Gerahom Spear, 


^^H 


After the ordinary business 


of the meeting, the association, ^^H 


arcompanied by John Adams, ex-preaident of the United ^^H 


States, several clergymen, and other guests, proceeded to ^^| 


Faueuil Hall, and spent the r 


^-mainder of the day in the con- ^^M 


virialities then customary on 


similar occasions. ^^H 


Fifty persons were balloted for and admitted during the ^^^| 


year, as follows : — 




Samnel Davis, Plymoulb.GolJsrailh 


James Pollock, Bricklayer. 


James Amblard, Tailor. 


Nalbaniel Knapp, Newburyport, 


Michael Roulstone, Glazier. 


Caulker. 


Andrew Roulstone, Chnjlestown, 


Jamei* Brewer, Blacksinith. 


Wheelwright. 


Joseph Abrams, Boal-builder. 


Joseph BasB, Upholslerer. 


Edward S con, Windsor-e hair-maker. 


JoBiah WiiUrd, VVindsor-Chair- 


William Mills, Housewright. 1 


maker. 


Lydy Harris, Watertown, Cord- 


Leri Goodridge, Housewriglit. 


wniner. 


John Clark, Tobacconist 


Stephen Smith, Cooper. 


Joseph Surr, Shipwright. 


Tliomaa Barry, Coi.per. | 


Thomaa Beufurd, Bricklayer. 


Jamea Washburn, Caulker and 


Abraham Edwarda, Paiiiler. 


Graver. ' 




John Andrews, Sailmaker. 


Nalhsniel Tripp, Sailmaker, 


Frederick Gilbert, Baker. 


Benjanun Hale, Sailmaker. 


Jared Curel, Clock-maker. 


Joseph Jones, Sailmaker. 


John Baimisler, Cooper. 


Joseph Hudson, Sailmaker. 


James B. Marslon, Painter. 


Elisha Hunt, llousewTight 


David Goodwin, CharlestowTi, 


Martin Kennog, Baker. 


Housewright. 


David Vinal, Chaise-maker. 


LucasJennison, Caulkerand Graver. i 




Samuel Drew, Brass- founder. 1 




Smilh Woodward, Cooper. i 


•The record does nol suie thai an 


aecrelnry wan electeil. John Coltan was | 


chOMO to Ihal offioa, or oiherwiM appoiateil lo trannct Ibe buaineu of • aecreUr^-, i 
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WilliBm Lftinb, Tailor. Benjamin Gray, Ropemaker. 

bai&h Atkina, Tinman. Tliomns Howe, Buker. 

William Quinor, Baker. Jiwrph Revere, Founder. 

Neheraioh Easterbrook, Dielitlcr. Jleuben Sanborn, Chitir-m*ker. 

Christopher Smiih, Rigger, Jauiea Henderaun, Painter. 



18 2. 

At llie first moefing of the ncwly-plecfcd government, the 
president read the following communieation : — 

Gentlemen, — Another year haa elapsed since I bail the pleuuie of 
Beeing you here. At that lime, I did nol anticipate the honor wliioli haa 
aince been conferred upon me. 

During the last year Heaven baa been pleased to smile upon us in 
many respects. We have, however, lo re^^t the loss of two of our mem- 
bers by dealb. Nevertbelesa, when we consider the proportioD of ilia 
commuiiily we number with ua, our preservalion ahauld euilably affect 
our minds. The families of the deceased were nol ao fortunate as lo bo 
interested in our funeral fund, — of which none of the subaoribers have 
died. When on this subject, I lhi:ik it my duly to sugffosl the propriety 
of placing the moneys belonging to iho funeral fund at interest. 

It is not in ray power lo lay before you the stale of our general funds. 
A committee on thai subject has been chosen. They will report shortly, 
which report 1 shall lay before you. I cnn, however, conlidently assure 
you, that the aASocialion baa increased aa faal, perhaps, as would be use* 
fill, and that our funds ue also increasing, but not in like ratio. 

r shall be happy lo receive such communications from any of the aMO- 
ciales as they shall think will tend lo promote our mutual inleroels. 

Yon, gentlemen, being the guardiaiis of the society, will no doubt (wn- 
tJDue ihose exertions, which may be necessary to secure and pnmote ita 
honor, respectability and increase, in which I shall always ffT» my 
cheerful concurrence. 

The treasurer was directed to invest the funeral fund "in 
public or private paper," such as he shouJd think proper. 

Messrs. Wright, Hunewcll, Russell, Cotton, and Samner 
were appointed a committee to procure " a plan of a building, 
and methods of raising money therefor." 

February IS. Government meeting. "Voted, tJiat the 
trustees approve of the progress the committee on the intended 
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hall have made ;"— -" that the tmsiees divide themselves into 
four squaclii, in order to collect subscriptions for said hall ;" — 
and that Messrs. Sumner and Bolter be a committee "to pre- 
pare such plans of the intended edifice, aa they can procure 
io season." 

It 'was also voted, that, at the next meeting, the trustees 
make choice of an assistant secretary, 

March 17. Government meeting. William Andrews was 
chosen assistant secretary. 

March 18. Quarterly meeting. Fourteen candidates were 
admitted to membership. The meeting was adjourned to 
April 1; when the proceedings of the government in relation 
to the subscriptions for a hall were presented and approved. 
The government was requested, by a formal vote, "to take 
meaeures for augmenting the subscription, by receiving snb- 
ecriptiona for money, work, or materials; and that they make 
inquiry respecting some suitable building, which may be ap- 
propriate for a hall, or a spot of land, suitable to build a hall 
open." It was "voted that a premium of Fifty dollars be 
offered for the best approved plan of a hall." 

July 15. Government meeting. The president announced 
the death of John Mackintosh, a subscriber to the funeral 
fund, — and, agreeably to the constitution, a warrant was 
drawn on the treasurer for Forty dollars, in favor of Peter 
Mackintosh, a brother of the deceased, which the treasurer 
■was directed to transmit, immediately, accompanied by a let- 
ter of condolence. This was the first death of a subscriber to 
the funeral fund. 

A meeting of the subscribers to the funeral fund was soon 
after held, for the purpose of paying an assessment to replace 
the sum thus paid out from the fund. Fifty-four subscribers 
attended and paid the assessment; and voted that the mode 
of collecting similar assessments in future be referred to the 
board of trustees. The trustees, at a subsequent meeting, 
voted, that " on the decease of a subscriber to the funeral 
fund, it shall be the duty of the secretary to notify the sub- 
scribers thereto, that, in consequence of his decease, they are 
assessed cents, to make good the deficiency in said fund ; 
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and, if any subscriber, so notified, shall neglect ix) pay ike 
assessment in ten days from the date of the notification, be 
will not be considered as entitled to the benefit of the fund, 
till it shall be paid, to the president, vice-president, treasurer, 
secretary, or one of the trustees, the residence of each of 
whom shall be mentioned in the notification." 

A vote was also passed, at this meeting, "that the presi- 
dent and secretary be a committee to settle the busineaa of 
the secretary, and arrange it with the assistant secretary." 

The instructions to the secretary, concerning the collection 
of the funeral assessments were strictly obeyed by the assist> 
ant secretary, who reported his progress to the trustees at 
their meeting, September 9. At this meeting it was voted 
"that the assistant secretary be directed to call on Mr. Cot- 
ton's family for what money remained in Mr. Cotton's hands 
due the association, and pay the same to the treasurer." 
This is the jfrs/ occurence of Mr. Cotton's name in conneo- 
tion with the otfice or duties of secretary,* By a subsequent 
record it appears that he left the country about this time, on 
a voyage to Europe. 

The quarterly meeting of the association in September 
was held in the Senate chamber of the Old State House. 
One candidate for membership was balloted for and reject- 
ed;— -another was referred to a committee. Eight members 
were added to the board of trustees as a comiuittee of ar* 
rangements for the annual public festival to take place in 
Itecember. 

Two meetings of the trustees followed, with the transaction 
of no other important business than the passage of a vote, 
" That extraordinary cases be an exception to the vote passed 
on the subject of delinquencies in the payment of assess- 
ments to the funeral fund, September 9th, 1S03." 

December 16. Annual meeting. Officers for the ensuing 
year were elected, as follows : — 

Jonatlian Hiinewell. President. Franria Wrii;ht, Treaiurtr. 

Benjamin RushpU, Vice-President. William Andrews, Sttretary. 

* Eitwpl at ■ nieeliiig in 1190, wb«n Im aoled as leoreury pro lem. 
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Jamea Phillips, John M. Lane, 

Daniel Messinger, Josiah Snelling, 

Jonas S. Bass. Lemuel Gardner, 

Thomas W. Sumner, Samuel Perkins, 
Oliver Johonnot, Tjusteei. 

The committee on the secretary and treasiircr'a accounts, — 
B. Ruflsell, S. Gore, and E. Larkin, — made a report, which 
was read and accepted. No intelligent report on the actual 
condition of the finances had been made for two years ; and 
as this is the first report that presented facts in detail, it is 
thought worthy of being transcribed at length. It states, — 

Tlial it appears, by a report made the 2lBt of Januarj', ISOl, there was 
ihon in the hands of the treasurer, Two hundred atid ninety-seven dollars 
and thirty cfniB, in the atock of Ma-sfiachunetts, bearing an interest of live 
per cent and Two hundred and eighiy dollars in cash ; — 

Thnt there were then in the hands of tlie secretary Sixteen dollars and 
seventy-seven cents; — 

Thai there were then due from the membera of the association One 
hundred and sixteen dollars and aevenly-Rve cents. Thus stood the fiiical 
concemB of the sdsocialion at the closing of 1800; — 

That it appears, front tlie relum accompanying the report, that the 
secretary received, in 1801, Two hundred and thirty-seven dollara and 
twenty-five centa ; and that there were then due from ihe members, on 
account of entrance money and quarterages, One hundred and forty dol- 
lars. It aluo appears, by ihe receipts of the treasurer, thai Ihe above sum 
of SIS 75. due from the secretary in 1800, and the above sum of SS3T !S, 
collected by the secretary in 1801, have been paid to the treasurer; — 

Thai it further appears, that the secretary, Mr. John Cotton, received 
from January 1, 1802, to the 30lh of August, 1802, when ho went ft 
Europe, One hundred and eighteen dollars and thirty-seven cents, 
(Thirty-Beren dollars and eighty-seven cents of which was on account of 
the fiiDera.1 fund,) which he has paid to the treasurer ; — 

That it sUo appears, that Mr, William Andrews, assistant secretary, 
has received from said 30th of Au(;u»t, 1802, to the present time, Una 
hundred and forty-five dollars and tji\t}--seveu cents and a half, which he 
has paid to the treasurer; — 

That it further appears, thai there are now due to the association, from 
members deliniguent in entrance money and quarterages, Two hundred 
and eighty dollars and ninety cents, as will appear by the accompanying 
list, which the committee recommend to lie read, as tliey are satisfied 
there would be but few delinquents, who knew they were indebted to the 

That it farther appears, by Ihe acoonnl of the treasurer, dated the 9th 
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inst. ihat there were then in hie hands Six hundred and thirty-two dolkn 
and slxtj-three cents, in the stock of Maasachu setts, bearing intereet at 
five per cent per annum ; and Three hundred ajid six dolhus and eleren 
cents, in cash ; making tlie funds in his hands, including the state noleaj 
Nine hundred and thirty-eight dollars and seventy-four cenla ; — 

Tlie commitlee further stule, that the treasurer has received, on soconDt 
of suhscriptions to the funeral fund, One hundred and eighty-two dollan 
and thirty-four cents ; and that he has paid on warrants drawn on him, 
Forty dallara to Peter Mackintosh, brollier of the deceased subscriber 
John Mackintosh ; and Forty dollars to the widow of Andrew Roath, 
also a Nubscriber j and that he has in hia hands, on account of that fund, 
B balance of One hundred and two dollars and thirty-four cents. Thejr 
also state, there are due from deliuquenl subscribers to the funeml fund, 
Twenty-eight dollars and tifty cents, as will appear by the list ac^ium- 
pnnying this report, which they recommend alao may be read ; as they 
feel confident that it is only requisite to a prompt pa}'meiit of all the aa- 
Bossmenls towards this highly useful and benevolent fund, that the sub- 
scribers shall know they are delinquent. 

Signed, Benjamin Russell, 
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Committee. 



The business havitigbeen finished, a proce-ssion waa form- 
ed, and proceeded to Faneuil Hall, to partake of the annual 
festival. Among the guests on this occasion, were His Hotior 
the Lieutenant-Governor, Sheriff" of the county. Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, President of the Chamber of 
Comtnerce, President of the Board of Health, Rev. Messrs. 
J*arker, Eekley, Freeman and Murray, the Selectmen of the 
town, 5cc. 

Names of persona admitted in 1802 : — 

Joseph Dorr, Houaewriiiht. 
Isaac Cuflhillg, Housewriyht, 
Levi Loring, Duxbury, Hatter, 
Edward Goodwiu, Lancaster, Cord- 



Humlio Gates Balrir 

Chiii»e-triramer. 

Charles Davies, Tin pi ate- worker. 

John B, Hammalt, Upholsterer. 

Joseph Fosditk, Sailmaker. 

Edward Dorr, Newburyporl, Head- 
builder. 



William M'Lemian. Rigger. 
Daniel T. Lewis, Blacksmith. 
Abel Crocker, Mason. 
Daniel Badger, Founder. 
Isaac Harris, Mast-maker. 
Ebcnpner Pratt, Housewright 
Thomas Wiiitmarsh, Housewright. 
Elijah Leavitt, Housewright. 
Wilham Funno, Housewright. 
John Spear, jun. Blacksmith. 
John Andrews, Blackamilh. 
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Samuei Hayden, Weymouth, Brii 

layer. 
Benjamin Bajiey. Bakur. 
Hubbard Oliver, Tailor. 
Edmund Hay, Cabin el-maker. 
James Coltman, B rasa-founder. 
Samuel Gilbert, Printer. 



Thomas Dean, Printer. 

Maclin Siders, Hairdresser. 
Jonathan Harrington, Bricklayer- 
Charles Clements, HoUBewright. 
John Roulstone, Bookbinder. 
John Benson, Lapidary and OptI' 



18 3. 

No matters of importance, beyond the airangement of 
future meetings of the board, and the appointment of a com- 
mittee on accounts, were brought up for action at the triiatee 
meetings on the 13th of January and the — of February. At 
the session of the Legislature in January, an act was passed 
incorporating the Boston Bank. The trustees at their meet- 
ing in March, voted, " That the treasurer invest One thousand 
five hundred dollars of the fund of the association in the 
stock of that banl(." This vote was ratified at the quarterly 
meeting of the association in March. It would seem, how- 
ever, that the available fund of the association was inade- 
quate for the pnrpose : for, at the same meeting, it was voted, 
"That the government be a committee to lay such assess- 
ments on tlie members, as will make up what is deficient in 
the fund for the payment of the bank shares." 

At the same meeting it was voted, " That the government- 
be a committee to consider the expediency of laying a fine on 
absent members, and of raising the sum for admittance, and 
quarterly assessments, and report,'' &c. 

The next meeting of the trustees was held on the 6th of 
April. It was voted that an assessment of Two dollars be 
laid on each member of the association, to meet the subscrip- 
tion to the shares in the bank ; and the secretary was directed 
to notify every member of the vote, and request immediate 
payment 

It was decided to be inexpedient to lay a fine on absent 
membctB, or to raise the quarterly assessment The subject 
of increasing the fee for admission was postponed. 
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Another effort was made, May 11, to procare an act of in- 
uorporation, Meesrs. Hunewell, Russell, Wright, Gore, Kil- 
ton, and I. P. Davia were appointed a committee for that 
purpose, with authority to pursue such measures as they 
might deem expedient, — all expenaea they might incuz to be 
indemnified by the association. 

At their meeting in June, the tmstees voted " to recommend 
to the association .that, in future, ail members admitted shonld 
pay Five dollars. This vote was taken up at the next quar- 
terly meeting, but there was no final action in regard to it 

The proceedings of the trustees in relation to incorporation 
were approved. A committee was appointed to investigate 
the cause why a large number of certilicatea, made out for 
persons admitted as members, had not been taken up. 

At the trustee meeting, July 6, a question of some interest 
was presented for decision. One of the subscribers to 
the funeral fund, had then recently deceased, — being delin- 
quent in the payment of the assessments previously laid. An 
application was made by his surviving relatives for the sum 
to which they would have been entitled, had he complied 
with the terras of the constitution. The matter was referred 
to a committee, consisting of Messrs. B. Russell, D. Mesain- 
ger, O. Johonnot, and T. W. Sumner. The committee made 
a detailed report, August 3, — reciting the provisions of the 
constitution, — the fact that the member had always neglect- 
ed, or refused to pay the assessments when requested by the 
secretary, — and that he had also, for two years and a half, 
neglected to pay his assessments as a member of the asso- 
ciation, though repeatedly notified of his delinquency by the 
secretary. The committee, therefore, in view of these fact**, 
felt it their duty to report that the relatives of the deceased 
were not entitled to the benefit of the funeral fund. This 
report was accepted by the government, and was approved by 
the association at its next meeting. 

A quarterly meeting was held, September 15. The presi- 
dent reported that a bill for incorporating the association, bad 
passed the House of Representatives but was defeated in the 
Senate. The committee was requested to pursue the subject 
till the act could be obtained. 



L ^d k. 
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The amoeiation voted, that all members admitted previous 
to January, 1804, should be subject to the assessment of Two 
dollars, to make good the sum ri?C|uircd for installment on the 
eharcs in the Boston Bank; — and also, that aU members ad- 
mitted after the first of January, 1804, should pay the sum of 
Five dollars, as (he fee for admission. 

Ten members were added to the trustees as a committee of 
arrangemenls for the annual festival in December. 

A most unaccountable negligence in paying the assessment 
for the bank shares, still pervaded the asHocialion. At the 
tmstee meeting, October 5, the trustees divided themselves 
into committees, to call personally on the delinquent mem- 
bers, and demand the payment These committees met, 
November 3, (as a board of trustees,) and made their several 
reports, from which it appeared that seventy-fom: of the 
members had paid, and sundry others had made promises. 
The committee directed tiiat the names of Daniel Raymond, 
Edmund Hay, John Cornish, William Jenkins, Edward B. 
Walker, William Quinor, Elijah Loring, William Hichborn, 
Peter Gilman, Elisha Tower, John Bosson, and Jonathan 
Emmonn, be erased from the books and no longer considered 
members of the association. Further time was allowed for 
the action of the committees. 

December — . Annual meeting. The report of the com- 
mittee on the accounts of the secretary and treasurer exhibit- 
ed the following statement of the funds, viz : — • 



Fifteen shares in Ihe Boston Book, 
Dividend due on said shares, 
Advance of Block, 20 per cent. 
OutataunUng debts, piesumed to be a 



31,500 00 
60 00 
300 00 
639 371 

»2,489 3T4 



The outstanding debts consisted of — 

Feeaforsdmission {not paid.) 829 50 

Assessments of Twn dolliirs on each member, to pay inatall- 

m^nlB ou bank shares, 360 00 

Due to the funeral fund, 6 3Tj 

Qaarta rly uscMmenta, 333 50 

Sti29 37j 
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The report concluded with some very seasonable and proper 
remarks on the negligence of members in complying with the 
reqaisitions of the constitution, and an earnest appeal to 
iheir sense of the duty they had voluntarily assumed. 

The record says, " the articles of the constitution were read, 
after which the association proceeded to the choice of oiBcers." 
The following members were then elected olficers for the en- 
fining year; — 



Jonathnn Hunewell, Pretidtnt. 
Benjamin RuAnell, Vict-Praidtnl. 

Daniel Meiisinger, 
James Phillips, 
ThoiUBs W. Sumner, 



JoBiah Snel 
Samuel Perk in 



"li, 



Francis Wriehl, Trwwaftr. 

John B. Hammatt, Sierttary. 
Lemuel Gardner, 
William Alexander, 
James Dawson, 
Daniel Tunle, 



After the usual incidental business, the association march- 
ed in procession to Faneuil Hall, to partake of the annoal 
festival. The guests on this occasion were the Lieutenant- 
Governor, the Spcaicer of the House of Representatives, the 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Commonwealth, Selectmen 
and Town Clerk of Boston, Sheriff of Suffolk, Kev. Messrs. 
Kirkland, Emerson, Baldwin, and Freeman, several masters 
of the public schools, and some of the principal merchants. 

Persons admitted during the year : ^ 

Daniel Johnson, Housewiight. 
John Biilgeway Gonld, Bookbinder, 
Jamea Seutl, Hupemaker. 
John Binuey, Chocotale-maiiufac- 



Samuel D. Hallowell, Boat-builder 

William Breed; Baker. 

Moses Gardner, Carpenter. 

Josepli W. Homer. 

Ebenezer Davenport, Dorrhester 

Will ilsor-chair- maker. 
Peter Burr, Tailor. 
Jonathan Kilham, Tailor. 
Elijah Mears, Tailor. 
William Ji-nkins, Tinplate-worker. 
Jonathan Turner, Hairdrewser. 
Joseph Wilherbee, Bricklayer. 
GeoT^ SutKerlaRd, Jewelur. 
Henry Mor§:an, Bricklayer. 
William Bonnet,. SlDue-ciitter. 
Aster BenjamiUj Houaewriglil. 



Asa Lewis, Housewrighl. 
Zaccheus Whitney, Hoos^wri^L 
William Bacon, Houaewright. 
John Wyer, Housewriglil. 
Simeon Skillings, Carver. 
Frederii^k W. Major, Block and 

Pump-maVer. 
James Cook, Stone-cutler. 
Samuel Dow, Blacksmith. 
Benjamin Park, Prinler. 
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The first govcrninent meeting was held January 26. It 
doea not appear that any business was transacted, except to 
fix the times and places Tor the succeeding monthly meetings, 
and the appointment of commiltees on accounts, compensa- 
tion to the secretary, and certain inquiries respecting candid- 
ates for membership. At the next meeting, February 23, 
some of the committees reported, — sundry accounts were 
examined and approved, — the secretary was directed to re- 
port the names of those who had not paid the assessment for 
the banit shares,^ and a committee was instructed to report 
upon the constitution, and the numbers necessary to be print- 
ed, and to report at the quarterly meeting. 

At the quarterly meeting, March 1-5, "the report of the 
committee on the amendment of the constitution was read, 
debated by sections, and was accepted with amendments." 
This constitution, prepared by a committee of which no 
record was made, was copied (but not by the secretary then 
in office) into " the book of constitutions." It does not differ 
in any essentia! particulars from that which preceded it, and 
which had been the fundamental law of the association. 
The name of the association was changed and to be there- 
after "The Massachusetts Mechanic Association;" — the an- 
nual meeting for the choice of officers, was to be on the third 
Thursday of September, on which occasion there should be a 
public festival, unless otherwise voted at a regular meeting of 
the association ; — the officers, when convened as a board, 
were to be styled "The Government of the Massachusetts 
Mechanic Association; — and the fee for membership was 
_fixed at Five dollars. The government were requested to 
contract for the printing of the constitution ; and it was voted 
that each member be entitled to a copy, on the payment of 
Twelve cents and a half, and that every new member should 
pay Twenty-five cents for a copy. 

The business transacted at the government meetings in 
March, April, May, and June, consisted of efforts to secure 
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the collection of asscBsments from delinquent members, and 
action on the applications of new candidates. 

June — . Quarterly meeting. Tlie subject of a public fes- 
tival having been mentioned, it was voted, that there should 
"be no public festival in September next, — that being the 
annual meeting for the choice of oflicers. 

No business was transacted at the government meetings tn 
July, Augnst, and September, except the appointment of a 
committee to audit the accounts of the secretary and treas- 
urer. 

By the provisions of the constitution adopted in March, 
the annual meeting for the choice of ollicers was thereafter 
to be held in September, and accordingly the election took 
place on the 20th of that month. The committee on the ac- 
counts of the secretary and treasurer made a report in the 
usual form, from which it appeared that the money collected 
by the secretary had been paid to the treasurer ; ^ that tba 
total receipts of the nine months preceding, was — 

On account of ihe pemianenl fund, . $4T8 87 
" funeral fund, . 191 IS 



And that the treasurer had paid out — 

On wkFTEiiilSj from the pprmanpnt fund, S15fi 94 
" " funeral fund, 86 75 

Leaving a balance in favor of the society — 

On account of the permanent fund, . {384 77 
" " funeral fund, . . 104 37 

And that the permanent fund consisted of fifteen bank 
shares, amounting at par to Fifteen hundred dollars; — of 
Two hundred and eighty-four dollars and seventy-seven cents, 
on hand; and Six hundred and four dollars and seventy-five 
cents, then due from the members. 

The officers were chosen as follows, viz:— 

Jonathan Hunewell, President. Francis Wright, Treaturir. 

Benjunin RuMell, Viu-Pniidmt. Samuel Gilbert, Surttary. 
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Josiah Snelling. Daniel Tuttle, 

Lemuel Gardner, Samuel Todil, 

Samuel Perkins, Charles ClemenI, 

William Alexander, David Cobb, 
James Dawson, Trutltti. 

Many members were dissatisfied with the vote passed at 
the preceding meeting, to dispense with a public festival; 
and Mr. J. Phillips brought up the subject by a motion that 
there should be a festival in December. A long and rather 
exciting discussion followed, which ended by a reference of 
the whole matter to the government, — giving them power to 
decide upon the question as they might deem expedient. Aa 
a matter of course, the government proceeded, at its meet- 
ing in October, to consider the subject ; and after a long 
discussion, in which all the arguments that had been pro- 
duct, both for and against a festival, were considered, it waa 
resolved, that a committee (Benjamin Russell, Josiah Snell* 
ing, and Francis Wright,) should prepare a subscription 
paper, and direct the messenger to apply, personally, to all 
the members, and obtain the signature of every one who was 
in favor of a public festival in December. 

At this meeting, the secretary informed the government, 
that he had carefully examined the books of the association, 
and found that sixtyttine members had never si^cd the con' 
stitulion, many of whom had paid assessments and received 
all the benefits of the institution ; white others had paid 
nothing. He was directed to expunge the names of all those 
who had not paid any thing, and to obtain, with all possible 
convenience, the f-ignatures of the others. 

The secretary also requested the government to give him 
some direction, under authority of which he could make vig- 
orous exertions for the collection of all debts due from the 
members. It was resolved, that he be directed to make out 
all bills against those who owe more than four quarterly as- 
sessments, and to collect them in the most easy and expe- 
dttioos manner. 

The next government meeting was held November 15. 
The cbaiiman of the committee, to whom was referred the 





subject of a public festival, reported that the messenger shonld 
present to every member of the association, a subscription 
paper, headed as foUowa, viz : — 

We, the subspriben-, agree to dine on ihe ihini Thuredaf in December 

neil, and lo pay for ihe lickel of aiimissioji S3. 

The report was accepted, and the messenger was tnstmcted, 
"to obtain the signatures of the present members of the gov- 
ernment, first — then of the past officers — and to spare no 
pains to see all the members of the association, that ail might 
subxcribe, who had an inclination, — and to make a return of 
his proceedings by Thursday evening next, when the govern- 
ment voted to be in session to hear the result 

Agreeably to their vole, the government held an extra 
meeting, November 22. Mr. B. Russell moved, as a prelimi- 
nary step, that before receiving the messenger's report, it 
should be determined what number of members should have 
signed the subscription, in order to authorize further proceed- 
ings. The motion was carried, and it was decided that One 
hundred and foriif'Six, — being a majority of all the members 
living in Boston, — should be required for that purpose. On 
examining the subscription-book, it was fonnd that only 
seventy members had subscribed. The number not being 
sufficient to justify any preparation for a festival on the part 
of the government, — " to show the members of the associa- 
tion that the government had left nothing undone which 
ought to have been done," the secretary was directed to call 
a special meeting of the association, to which the whole sub- 
ject was referred. For some reason, which does not appear 
on the record, the proposed meeting did not take place at the 
time appointed ; but, at the government meeting, December 6, 
a petition, requesting the government "to call a meeting on 
special business," signed by James Phillips, Joseph Lovering, 
James Eunson, John Cotton, Moses Eayres, James Barry, 
Peter Mackintosh, Zachariah Hicks, Daniel Messinger, and 
Timothy Pease, jun. was presented ; and a warrant was im- 
mediately issued, directing the secretary to call the meeting, 
agreeably to the petition. The meeting was sccordlngly 
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beld, — notice having been given in bII the newspapers, — on 
the next evening, December 7. 

When the meeting had been called to order, the president 
made a verbal statement of ail the proceedings of the govern- 
ment in reference to a public festival. A long and animated 
discussion followed ; after which, it was voted, hy a small 
majority, to reconsider the vote passed at the quarterly meet- 
ing in June. The question was then directly put, — " Will 
Me societff a^ee to dine together this year ?" And this was 
also decided in the atlirmativc, by a small majority. 

It was then voted, that the members of the government, 
with thirteen other members, be a committee of arrange- 
ments. This committee met, pursuant to instructions, the 
next evening ; and appointed the following sub-committees: — 

To collect subgcriptions lo tlie festival, two members from each ward 
of the town : — 

To contract for SJid to provide tbe dinner, Deacon Wright, Captains 
Phillips Bad Smith : — 

To contract for anJ provide the liquors, Captains Smith and Todd, and 
Mr, Eunson : — [It was vutedj that this committee should procure only 
one kind of wine, and that should be Madeira.] 

To provide muaie, Messrs. Elijah Mears and James B. Marston : — 

To pravide toasts and songs, Messrs. B. Russell, James Phillips, and 
John Cotton : — 

For giving iniilaliona, the government ; — 

To decorate Faneuil Hall, twelva members. 

At a second meeting of the committee, a sub-committee 
of three was appointed to attend to the warming of the hall ; 
and Mr, Daniel Tnttle was appointed a committee to procure 
cigars, &c. On motion of i\Ir. B. Buasell, the government 
was excused from the duty of giving invitations to the dinner, 
and the service was immediately performed by the whole 
committee. It was unanimously voted that the following be 
invited, viz: — 

Governor Strong, Lieutenant-Governor Edward H. Rob- 
bios, the Sherifi'of Suflbllc, John Adams, Ex-president of the 
United States, President of the Senate, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, Treasurer and Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, Selectmen and Town-Clerk, Town Treasurer, Presi- 
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dent of the Board of Health, three schoolmasters according to 
BCiiiority, three clergymen, and Mr. George Wbeclcr. 

At a third meeting of the committee, " Isaiah Atkina wbb 
appointed a committee for procuring cigars, &c. in the rocHn 
of Daniel Tuttle, declined." 

" Deacon Wright, chairman of the committee for providing 
the dinner, reported, that they had agreed with Mrs. Marcaa 
to provide the same in a genteel manner, on the following 
conditions, viz : — For 130 plates, at lOe. — for 140, at 99. 6d. 
— for 150, at 93, — as the case may be, — and half that price 
for the musicians, — each table to be furnished in the follow- 
ing manner: — 

First course — Soups — Boiled — Turkeys {with oyster 
sauce,) Fowls, and I^egs Pork — Beefalaraode, 

Second course — Roasted — Beef, Turkeys, Chickens, Pigs, 
Ducks, Geese, &c. 

Third course — Baked — Chicken pies with Oysters in 
them — Beef-steak pies — Plum puddings, Pies, Tarts, &c. 

Roots, vegetables, celery, &c." 

To save some unnecessary repetitions, and to preserve un- 
broken the continuity of these proceedings concerning the 
public festival, the action of the government, on other mat- 
ters, at their meetings, November 22, and December 6, have 
been passed over. At the first of these meetings, a letter 
from the secretary of the Providence Association of Mechan- 
ics and Manufacturers, requesting a copy of the laws and 
regulations concerning the funeral fund, was laid before the 
government, — to which the secretary reported the following 
answer : — 

fioiton, Nm>. 21, 1804. 

Sir, — I duly received yours of the SQlh uh. and laid it before the gor- 
emraenl of the MassachuBelts Mechanic Association. In conseqoeijce, I 
am directed to Itannmit to you a copy of our constitution, wherein you 
will iind all the reijiilalions in force on the subject of ihe funeral fund. 
In the execution of these regulations the government has not experiPDCed 
any difficulty. The praclice has been, whenever a gubacriber to the fund 
has deceased, for ihe presideul, vice-president, and two of the Inuleet to 
notify the treasurer of the decease, and to direct him lo pay the vridow or 
orphans of the deceased the sura of forty dollars. The treasurer usually 
Wwli on them in person, and presents the money, with such coDsoUtoty 
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obaerratioiis u ihe naCare of the case may Beem to require. The treas- 
urer is then indeninified by a warrant, regularly drawn. Il has been our 
CDstom, in making new assessmentn, to supply any defteienoy in the 
funds, to make ihem suiEcient to cover aUo the expenses of collection. 
Some iocenvenience has at limes arisen from the neglect of subacribera 
to pay their assessments within the time prescribed by the regulatioos. 
By this neglect, it will be seen, they forfeit the right of their families to 
Kay benefit from the fund. When this delinijuoncy has been known by 
the fomilies, on application for, or in expectation of, the usual benefit, it 
has been found extremely painful to withhold from them, in their distress, 
the wanted aid, and to disappoint their expectations. The cuaiom, under 
these circumstances, has been, if the delinquency has not been dagranl, 
to deduct it from the forty dollars, and present the balance. . . . 

The govemmeni directs me to present, through you, to the goTemment 
and members of the Providence Mechanic Association, its best wishes for 
their happiness and prosperity; — and to request frequent renewals of 
correspondence. In the execution of this part of my duly, I derive great 
pleasure, aa it gives me the opportunity of assuring you of the respect and 
esteem with which, I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL GILBERT, Secretaty. 
To Mr. Joseph Balch, 
Secretary of lAe Providenu Methanic Association. 

At the next meeting, December 6, Mr. Russell " called up 
the business lelating to the subscriptions for the building of 
the Mechanics' HaU, and [moved] that their names should be 
recorded on the journal, for future reference ;" — but no action 
appears to have been tak-en on the subject. 

Quarterly meeting, December 20. Having finished all in- 
cidental business, the association formed a procession, and, 
with their guests, moved to Faneuil Hall, where, according 
to the record, " the company sat dowm to an elegant enter- 
tainment, which was intermixed with a great number of songs 
and sentiments — and the whole terminated with much pleaa- 
cre and hilarity, to the great satisfaction of all. The hall was 
handsomely decorated, and ' dull care ' was completely ban- 
ished — though the company did not forget to whom they 
were indebted for the privilege of meeting together in mirth 
and festivity like a band of brothers. They retired at an 
early hour." * 

• Tht grocBU invited on Ibis ooc««ion were His Eicellency Cileb Slrong; Hii 
Honor Edwwd H. Bobbins i the Siieriff of .'juSblk county; Sleie Trcuurei and 

12 
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Mcmbera admitted in 1804 :■ 

Samuol B. Jnrvia, Housawright. 
ThomaB Adams, HouBeniight. 
John Manitun, Block and Pump- 

SHaa NiloH, Charlestown, House- 

wrighl. 
Abiier Alherlon, Dedhnm, Currier. 
Luke Richardson, Hurdresser. 
Joseph N. Howe, Ropemaker. 
John Doggeit, Roxbury, Carver and 

Gildor. 
John Palmer, Wlieolwright. 



Samuel Tullle, Tailor. 

Gedney Kina;, Matheraatical-lnatru* 

Samuel Beals, Copperamilh. 
James Eiinaoa, Cooper. 
Thomaa Wells, Bookbinder. 
Jolin Webb, Bookbinder. 
Stephen Fairbanka, Saddler and 

Ham ess -maker. 
Gerry Fairbanks, Hatler. 
Joseph BaiMon, Stuc co-worker. 
Levi Steams, Bricklayet. 



18 5. 

The government for the first three months was occupied 
chiefly in settling the bills for the festival, and in devising 
measures for collecting the debts of delinquent members. 
The sale of tickets for the festival fell short of the expense by 
more than Fifty dollars, 

A donation of Five dollars to the funeral fond was received 
from Gen. John Winslow, and duly acknowledged, in a letter 
from the secretary. 

Quarterly meeting, March 31. The president informed the 
association that he had received a donation of Five dollars to 
the funeral fund, from Major George Blanchard, and the 
secretary was directed to acknowledge the receipt of it, and 
to express the thanks of the members, in a letter to the 
donor. 

Government meetings were held April 10, May 16, and 
June 13, when the subject of delinquency on the part of many 
members was again the principal matter of action. 



Secrelary; Jobn Adami, Ex- Preaideni of ibe Cnileil Slalm; the PreHiJeal of Iha 
SenaU Bud Speaker of ihe Hoiue of Represenlnlives o( Maasacliusetls ; Ihe Select- 
men. Town Treasurer, and Town Clerli of Boilon ; ihe PretiJcal of Ite Boatd of 
Ueillh; throo SchoolniMlera, Recording lo senionly ; liarrison Grey Oli«, Esq. Mr. 
George Wheeler ; and four ctergymea, vii. Rev, William E. Channiug, Rev. J. 5. J. 
OanUnei, Rev. FrancU MatignoD, Rev. John Cbevema. 
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The secretary presented a list of fifty-seven names of de- 
linquent members. Tlie whole amount of the delinquency 
■was Two hundred and eighty-one dollars and eighty cents. 
The list was examined by the government; a vote was taken 
on each member separately, and sixteen were immediately 
erased from the books ; the other forty-one were postponed 
for subsequent action. 

A new committee was appointed to prepare a petition for 
an act of incorporation, and to present it to the Legislature 
at its approaching session. This committee reported at the 
meeting in June, that a petition had been prepared and placed 
in the hands of the president. The president stated that no 
business of a private character would be transacted during the 
then present session of the Legislature, and the friends of the 
measure thought it best to retain the petition till the winter 
session. 

Quarterly meeting, June 20, A motion was made that 
there should not be a public festival at the annual meeting in 
September, — which, after debate, was carried in the atiirma- 
tive by a large majority. This was not surprizing or unex- 
pected. The trouble and anxiety with which the getting up 
of the last preceding festival was attended, were quite suffic- 
ient to defeat any attempt to have another. A memorandum 
attached to the record of this vote, states "Me expenses in- 
curred thereby [the festival] are not yet discharged — many 
members, who dined on that day, having neglected to pay 
the aditional assessment of Fifty cents." 

The records of the next three government meetings exhibit 
bnt little that is worthy of transcribing. The names of thir- 
teen members were stricken from the books on account of ob- 
stinate delinquency. One wa^ discharged at his own request, 
after paying all assessments that had been laid. 

Annual meeting, September 19. The report of the com- 
mittee on the accounts of the secretary and treasurer was 
presented and accepted. It states that the secretary had re- 
ceived, since the last report, in September, 1804, $459 12, 
which he had paid to the treasurer ; — 




OF THE MASBACIIUSETTS 

Thai the treasnrer had received on nccount of the pennanent 

fund, »520 62 

Balfluee of last year, •. . 28< 77 

f 805 39 

That he had p^d OD variaitB vamuitB, 167 08 

Leaving in his hands, S638 31 

That on acrounl of the funer&l fund the treasurer had received, 81 75 
And had paid out on warranto, 80 00 

And that there remained in his hands a balance of . . . St06 1! 

The report stated that there was due to the asBociation, on 
account of assessmenta for bank Bhares, funeral fund, quarterly 
asaessments, entrance fees, &c. $35S 25. 

The whole amount of the funds was Twenty-four hundred 
and ninety-six dollars and fifty-six cents. 

A letter was eommunicated from the secretary, in which 
be declined to be a candidate for re-election. 

The following ofTicers were elected, viz : — 

Jonathan Hunewel), President. Francis Wright, Treasurer. 

Benjamin Russell, Vice-President. Thomas Wells, Secretary. 

William AJeiander, David Cobb, 

James Dawson, James Bany, 

Daniel Tutlle, John D. Howard, 

Samuel Tudd, John Cotton, 

Charles Clement, Trwtett. 

The first monthly meeting of the newly-elected govern- 
ment was held October 10, The eecretary made a report of 
his proceedings in relation to the assessments for the funeral 
fund, which were approved. The same officer was further 
instructed concerning delinquent members. 

At the next meeting, November 7, the president introduced 
the subject of incorporation. A committee was chosen to 
determine on the most suitable course to be pursued in order 
to obtain the desired act. This committee consisted of Ben- 
jamin Rassell, Francis Wright, and Daniel Cobb. The re- 
port of the committee, made at the meeting, December 5, 
recommenda, — " That the petition be renewed, and signed by 
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the present government, and that the president present it on 
the second day of the next session of the General Court; — 
that the members of the Legislature, who are also members 
of the association, be requested to use every exertion to pro- 
core the passage of the act prayed for; — that two hundred 
copies of the constitution be di:?tributed among the members 
of the Legislature; — that six committees, of seven members 
each, be appointed to attend daily, in rotation, on the floor of 
the State-house, to use their utmost influence with the mem- 
bers of the Legislature, that a charter may be obtained at the 
next session." The report was accepted, and the several com- 
mittees appointed in conformity thereto. 

A committee, previously appointed to transfer the records 
and other papers from the late to the present secretary, and 
also to report on the compensation to the past secretary, 
made a report. On the subject of compensation, the commit- 
tee recommend the payment of the usual sura of Twenty 
dollars, and "as the duty of Mr. Gilbert, while secretary, was 
more arduous than usual, and as he has exerted himself 
greatly for the benefit of the association, they recommend 
that he be allowed a further sum for his extra services, as the 
government may see fit. On motion of B. Russell, it was 
voted, " that a piece of plate of the value of Thirty dollars be 
presented to Mr. Gilbert, for his services and extra services as 
secretary." 

The vice-president announced the death of Richard Hune- 
well, a member of the association ; and stated that the cus- 
tomary appropriation from the funeral fund had been made 
to the family of the deceased, and that the president of the 
association, in compliance with the will of his deceased 
father, declined receiving it, and requested that it might be 
returned to the fund whence it came; in consequence of 
which no assessment had been laid on the subscribers to the 
fund. 

Quarterly meeting. December 19. Z. Hicks proposed the 
following vote : — " That the members of the association, in- 
dividually, consider themselves bound to use their exertions, 
in any laudable and decent way, to promote the incorpora- 
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tion of the society;" — and hia motion obtained a uaani- 
mo us vote. 

Members admitted in 1805: — 

Caswell Beal, Tailor. John Gooawin, Charleslown, Honae- 

Thomas C. Haj-ward, Chair-maker. wriftlit. 

George Gore, Painler. Rnmuel Singleton, Block-milker. 

David C. Moseley, SaJiller. John Briilge, Cabinet- maker. 
James C. Edmands, Bricklayer. 



18 6. 

Government meeting, January 2. The following petition 
for incorporation, having been signed by nil the members of 
the government, was delivered to the president, (who was 
then a member of the House of Representatives) to be pre- 
Bentcd to the Legislature. 

To the Honorable the Senate, and the Honorable the Huuae of Repre- 
sentatives of the Communwealih of Massnchnsetis. 
The petition of the suhsrtibers, ai^nls in behalf of the society establish- 
in Boston, called the Massachusetb Meehanic Association, respectfully 
showeth ; — 

That the said socieiy has been established npwards often yean; — 
that it waa formed solely fur the purposes of establishing a fund for char- 
itable purposes; — for the encouragement of useful and ingonioua me- 
chanics ; — and for ihe improvement of Amerjean raanufaelures ; — That 
in the prosecution of these objei'ts they have, in some degree, been suc- 
cessful ; and they entennin the opinion that their success would be in- 
creased by an aet of incorporation : — They therefore most respectfully 
solicit the attention of the Honorable Legielalure to their origin, object, 
and present situation, and ptay that they may be placed on aq eqaal foot- 
ing with associations of the same nalnre in other slates, and with asso- 
ciations in Massachusetts, — which, they humbly conceive, are neither 
more charitable or patriotic than the one to which your petitioners be- 
long, — by such an act of incorporation as will enable theoi to do and act 
as other bodies corporate, on such conditions, and with such restrictions 
and limitations, as your Honors, in your justice and wisdom, shall deem 
fit and proper. And, aa in July bound, will ever pray. 

February 6. A peiilion was presented from the widow of 
Peter Cade, asking for temporary relief. In compliance with 
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the report of a committee to which the petition was referred, 
the Hum of Ten dollars was presented to Mrs. Cade. 

A Ieri:er from S. Jenlis was read, containing a request that 
the government would grant him a letter of recommendation, 
or certificate, aa a companion for traveling, — which was re- 
ferred to a committee. The committee, at a subsequent 
meeting, reported adversely to Mr. Jenks's request, 

Alarch 6. The committee appointed to procure a piece of 
plate, to be presented to Samuel Gilbert, exhibited a silver 
pitcher with the inscription, — "Presented by the Govern- 
ment of the Mechanic Association to Mr. Samuel Gilbert^ as 
a compensation for his faithful and extra services, while their 
secretary." — Signed by the president and vice-president. 

Quarterly meeting, March 20. The president announced 
that an act for the incorporation of the association had been 
obtained, after a trial of ten years. The act was then read 
by the vice-president, who said the society was under great 
obligations to the President of the Senate, and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, for their exertions in behalf 
of the iastitutiou. The following is a copy of the act : — 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
In the ytar of our Lord One thousand eight kundred and six. 
An act In incoqwrale Jonathan Haneirell, and others, into a society by the 
naraeofihe MASSACHUSETTS CHARITABLE MECHANIC AS- 
SOCIATION. 

Skc. 1. Be it enacted by tht Seriate and House of Representatives, in Gen- 
eral Court asstntbled, and by the aulkorily of the same, That Jonathan Hune- 
veil, and aU those who have, or may hereafter asaociate with him, be, and 
ihey hereby are iucorporated and nuide a boJy pohtic, by the name of the 
'• JUastachusetts Ckaritable Meekame Aitoiiotion,'' and by that name shall 
be known in law, and shnll be capable of suing and being sued, and 
shxU have power to have aiid keep a common seal, to make by-laws for 
the election of their members and ofHcera, the colleciion of asaessments, 
the regulation of tlieir meetings, and the appropriation of their funds for 
chtuitable uses ; but shall not have power lu make by-laws and regula- 
tiotu for any other purposes whatsoever. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That the said corporation shall have 
power, and shall be capable in law to purchiLie, have, hold, use, take, 
poMtess, retain, and enjoy in fee-simple, or othfirwisa, anypersonal or real 
estate in this commonwealth, not exceeding the value of forty thousand 
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■lollara in real estate, and Ten thousand dollan in penonol estate, and the 
BOine lo sell, alien, and dispoae of at their pleasure. 

Sec. 3. Bt it further tnottid, That the annual income of said cotpora- 
tion shall only be employed foi the purpoae of relieving the distresceB of 
unfortunate mechanics and their families, lo promote inventions and im- 
provements in the mechanio arts, by gnuiliDg premiums for said invea* 
tiom and improvements, and to assist young mechanics with loans of 
money. 

Sec. 4. Bt U furtiUT enatttd, That the said corporation shall be and 
continue for and during the lenn of ten years, unless the Legislature shall 
within that time see tit to dissolve the same. 

Sec. 5. Bi it fuTtfitr moittd, That Jonathan Hwtvell, Benjamm Jiw 
till, and Frantii Wright be, and they are hereby, authorixed and empotr- 
erod to call the first meeting of the said corporation, by giving notice of 
the time and place thereof in two of the newspapers printed in Boston, 
thirty days at least before the time of such meeting. 

In tht House of Representatives, March 7, 1S06. This bill having hod 
three several readings, passed to be enacted. 

TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Speattr. 

/n Senate, Martk S, IS06. This bill having had two several readings, 
passed to be enacted. H. G. OTIS, Prtiidtmt. 

March 8, 1806. By the Governor approved. CALEB STRONG. 

True copy.— Attest, JOHN AVERV, Secrtlary. 

April 9. Government meeting. No business but the pass- 
ing of a few bills- 
May 1. The following letter was presented, read, and or- 
dered to be placed on the record : — 

Boston, April 9, 1806. 
To the Prtiidtnl, Vice-President, Trastets, and Menders of the Ma*>adMtettM 
Mechanic Association. 
Gentlemen, — When societies are formed upon philanthropic and 
public -spirited motives, lending lo improve the domestic artt, — eneonr- 
age g«niu), — and extending the hand of bberalily lo the unfortvaate, — 
to wipe the tear from the cheek of affliction, — and leach the depressed 
heart again to rejoice, — they speak a nation, not merely in a state of ctviJi- 
xation, but rapidly advancing to a high degree of rejtnement. 

Such is the society lo which 1 hove been so happy as to be a servant ; 
Huoh is the society, who have done me the honor to reward my poor ser- 
vices with a testimony of approbation, as grateful to my feelings as it is 
demonslrative of their munificence. 

Be pleased. Gentlemen, lo accept my warmest acknowledgements for 
your invaluable present, which I shall, through hfe, guard as a treoiUT* ; 
and, at my death, bequeath to my children as a locred rcltc. Permit mo 
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T ay moM fervent wishea, that health, peace, and proiperily may 
kwail ihe sociely, iolleclively and individually, — and thai, under iheir pro- 
tection, the aria may flourish, and ihe artizans of New-En^laiid speedily 
nrrive to such a degree of exeelleme in Iheir several craftsj as shall he un- 
rivmled even in Europe. 
I am, Gentlemen, nith dua respect, your obliged humble serrnnt, 

SAMUEL GILBERT. 

MASSACHUSETTS CHARITABLE MECHANIC ASSOCIATION. 

The first meeting under the act of incorporation was held 
at the Central School-house, May 2, 1806. 

Paul Revere was chosen moderator of the meeting. He 
took the chair, and read the act of incorporation, pursuant to 
which the association was now convened. 

After the reading had been finished, the association pro- 
ceeded to choose the proper oiEcers, and all those elected at 
the previous annual meeting in September, 1805, were unani- 
mously chosen. 

It was then voted, that the government be a committee "to 
draft constitutional rules and articles, for the regulation of 
the society, agreeably to the act of incorporation;" — and 
that " they be requested to call a special meeting of the asso- 
ciation when they are ready to report" 

The committee, having drawn up a report, called a meet- 
ing, to which it was submitted, on the 19th of June. The 
draft of the constitution underwent a few alterations and 
amendments, and was then unanimously adopted. The most 
important change was that which provided that every person 
thereafter admitted a member should pay Five dollars to the 
general fund, as an entrance fee, and Two dollars to the 
funeral fund. 

The government was requested to procure a sufficient num- 
ber of copies of the constitution, as now accepted, prinled, 
with the names and professions of the members, printed 
therewith, and that each member be entitled to one copy, and 
be assessed cents, to defray the expense thereof. 

The government, at its meeting in July, voted, " That the 
committee [appointed to print the constttutionj cause a col- 
lection of the arrearages, due from delinquent members, to be 
13 




made, by such ways and means as they in their wisdom shall 
see fit to devise, and likewise endeavor to ascertain who con- 
sider themselves Ttota members of the association, and what 
names onght to be omitted in the new printed books." 

The next government meeting was held August 28. The 
following is an exact transcript of the record of that meet- 
ing:— 

" The government having convened, the vice-president toot 
the chair, read to them a letter which he had received from 
the president of the associatiim, wherein the president regrets 
that it will not be in his power to be at the meeting this eve- 
ning, as he was about commencing a journey to the eastern 
coantry; but trusts that his friends would excuse him when 
he assured them that nothing but a regard for his health, 
which required his particular attention, would have induced 
him to be away at this time; with presenting his respeetfiil 
regards to the government, he however assured them that on 
the evening of the meeting, his thoughts would be with them ; 
Uiat, at certain hoars, in the course of the evening, he shonld 
take a glass of the best Madeira, t« the health, prosperity, 
and happiness of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic 
Association, — to the government then in session, — and like- 
wise to the friends of said association, and retire to rest. 

" The government, gratified with the attention of the presi- 
dent, and with the sentiments contained in his letter, voted to 
have a minute thereof placed on the records of the society, 
and, at stated times in the course of the evening, adjourned 
their business for a few minutes, to drink to the renewed 
health, prosperity, and safe return of the president, and with 
reciprocal harmony to join with him in the sentiments con- 
tained in his letter." 

September 18. Quarterly meeting. A full report of all the 
proceedings of the government respecting delinquent mem- 
bers was submitted and approved. The report excited some 
inquiries and some indignant remarks. The names of all de- 
linquents were repeatedly called for; but the reading of them 
was objected to, and finally the whole matter was left to the 
action of the government. 
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There was a meeting of the govemraent, September 25, 
at which no business was transacted; and another, October 
30, when the common subject of delinquent members was 
again taken up. The names remaining on the list, previously 
prepared by the secretary, were taken by the president and 
trustees, each of whom proposed to call, persoiiaJly, on the 
delinquents, and obtain, if possible, a direct answer, whether 
they wished to retain their relation to the society. 

* At half past seven o'clock, Capt, T. W. Snmner and Mr. 
Joab Hunt entered and addressed the president, stating that 
they came as a committee from the Housewrights' Society, 
(who were then in session at the house of Capt. Lincoln,) to 
wait on the government, and inform them that, at the hour of 
eight, the Society of Housewrights would have the pleasure 
of drinking health and prosperity to the government of the 
Massachusetts Mechanic Association. — This communication 
was received with pleasure, and Messrs. Wright and Cotton 
were chosen a committee to wait on the Housewrights' So- 
ciety in return, to thank them for their respectful attention, 
and inform them that, at the hour appointed, the government 
of the Mechanic Association would cordially reciprocate with 
them in diinking (Success lo the Society of Housewrights, 

" Voted, That the above be rec<wded." * 



• ThiiMKJely wu [ulilatai in I6U. The conslilullon, printei] ia l£<OS, ci 
DUnoaf nilf-fourpenoni.aboulhairor whom ware also memben of oi 
lion. Many of tbe provnioos of iheir comlilulion were aimilar lo oure, bi 

Twanljr dolbra. Tbe qiunerly usBiamenu Fifty cenU. On ibe tlecesM of ■ mem- 
ber, his Ikmily weio Ut raceiTe from the fund Tbiny dolliui. If, by any sccidenl, a 
member nbould break n liiub, he was enlilled lo receive Twenty doUari. [fa member 
■honJd (uder in bia properly by fire, or. in Ihe couree of bis buaineu, iliould out or 
woaad bimMtf aeierety, aad ihua be rendered unsble lo labor, the goverameni of Ibe 
aociety were lo mquire inio hia ca*e, and aflbrd such relief ae they might itiiuk proper. 
Tbe »n of a deceased member, — being- u hull se Wright and a maater workman, and 
bsTing lbs qualificatioOB ngcBaaary for mBrabenhip, — mi^ht be admitted ■ member 
wMhoul paying any enlranoc money. The omcera in IbOS, w«re WilUam Todd, prrai- 
denl — Amos Lincoln, vice preaident — Ttaomsa W. Sumner, treasurer — Jonalhaa 
Lonng, aecreiary — Ephmim Mamh, Moses Eayrea, Jeremiah Gardner, Jedidiab Lin- 
coln, jBinea Bolter, Aaher Beajamia, Joseph Eaalis, Thomoi Ueaney, Benjamin Uow- 
[and, Inislees. la tbe courae of its operaliona, this lociely eslabUshed a library, con- 
aistinf chiefly of worki on archilecliire. On ila disaololion, these boolia were liaoa- 
(errcd lo our awociation, and now form aTaluable part ofour Lbmry. 
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Norember 13, The members of the goremment made their 
several reports coDoeming the delinqaent inembera, on whom 
they were directed to call personally. After discnssion upon 
the resolt, it was resolved that the name^ of twenty individ- 
oals be strickea {rom the books, and omitted in the book of 
eoastitatioQ then in press. 

TTie government held meetings November 27 and Decem- 
ber 11. A qnestion had been started whether the new 
constitution was strictly conformable to the charter, and 
it was agreed "that some eminent law character be con- 
salted thereon." It was foaad necessary to make some 
alteratioa, — which was subsequently approved attheqnar^ 
teriy meeting. 

December IB. Annual meeting. The committee on the 
secretary and treasurer's accounts made a long report, in the 
usual form, and with remarks approving the opemtions of 
those officers. Without copying the entire details of the re- 
port, it is sufficient to state that the secretary had received, 
from September, 1805, on account of deficient bank share 
assessments, — quarterly assessment, — money for books of 
constitution, — certificates of membership and for appren- 
tices, — festival and funeral fund assessments, and subscrip- 
tions, — and admittance fees of new members, §365. 

That the treasurer had received, on account of the general 
fund, from the secretary, — dividends on bank shares, and 
United States six per cent, stock, — and balance on hand at 
last account, ^1,192 77. 

The treasurer had paid from the funeral fund, $80, and 
the balance remaining in his hands was 8183 12. 

The whole property of the association, — bank stock, 
United States six per cent stock, cash on had, &c, amounted 
to about $3,200. 

There wag then doe to the association, on account of va- 
rious assessments, and for entrance fees of new membe^ 
Three hundred and seven dollars. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: — 
Jonathan Huncwetl, Prtsident. Francis ^Vright, TVcMurvr. 

Beajamio Bosgeli, Fice-PTtiident. Thomas WeUi, Seenlary. 
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Samuel Toild, 

Charles Clement, 
Dai-id Cobb, 
James Barry, 
Jolm D. Howard, 



John Cotton, 
Ephraim Thayer, 
Peter Osgood, 
Jonathan Kilham, 

Trusttea. 



The article in the constitution providing for a public fes- 
tival met with opposition from many members; and some 
who were not at the meeting when the constitution was 
adopted, now desired to have that article expunged. After a 
warm debate, it was voted, " That a committee be chosen to 
take into consideration that part of the constitution which re- 
lates to a public festival, and to make a report on the expe- 
diency or inexpediency of its remaining as it now is." The 
committee consisted of Francis Wright, Josiah Snelling, 
Uenry Purkitt, Moses Eayres, and Job Drew; and the com- 
mittee was requested to make a report at the next quarterly 
meeting. 

John D. Howard declined serving as a trustee, and, at 
the meeting in March, Christopher Smith was elected in 
hia place. 

Members admitted in 1S06: — 

Thomas Conn, Charlealawn, Houae- Edward Gray, Housewright. 

wright Samuel Howe, Cordwainer. 

James BiiJ, Houaewright. Samuel Hichbom, SailmaJier. 

Henry Leonard, Tallow-Ch.indler. Thomas K, Emery, Silveramilh, 
Seth Lathrop, Housowrlghl. 

tS' Here closes an abstract or abridgement of the records 
for the first eleven years of the existence of the association- 
Many persons had been balloted for and admitted as mem- 
bers, who never signed the constitution ; some never paid the 
entrance fee, and some who did pay never afterwards paid 
any assessment, nor attended any of the meetings. The in- 
eiitution did not immediately fulfil the expectations or wishes 
of some, who were impatient to realize imaginary benefits. 
It was very inconsiderately supposed by some, that by be- 
coming members, they should obtain pecuniary advantages, 
that they would not otherwise enjoy; and these, of course, 
were disappointed. When they had been solicited to pay 
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arrearages, some angrily replied, tbat they received do benefit 
from their membership, and did not care how soon their 
names were expunged from the books. It will have beec 
perceived, that the government exercised great and exemplary 
forbearance in regard to delinquent members; and it may be 
asserted with truth, that no person was pressed for the pay- 
ment of an assessment, when there was any indication of in- 
ability on his part to discharge the demand. From the com- 
mencement of the institution to the close of the year 1806, a 
great number of those who had been admitted, either with- 
drew voluntarily or were discharged for non-compliance with 
the constitution which they had signed. Some deaths oc- 
curred during this period; but it is not easy (perhaps it is 
impossible) now.-, to determine, precisely whether the individ- 
uals were members or not at the time of their decease, — as 
the record takes no notice of the decease of members, unless 
they were subscribers to the funeral fund. Of these, the first 
who died was John M'Intosh, and his brother, Peter M'Intoah, 
was the first beneficiary of that fund. The next death among 
the subscribers was that of Andrew Roath ; next followed 
one, whose family, owing to his long neglect, forfeited their 
claim to the benefit of the fund; Martin Conning, Oeorge 
Singleton, William Tyler, Richard Hunewell, "Williara Mein- 
zies, and James Brewer, died in the order in which their 
names are recorded, and to the families of each Forty dollara 
were presented by the treasurer. For very obvious reasons, 
the names of such as forfeited their membership are here 
omitted. Any member, wishing to know the names of such 
individuals, can be informed, on consalting the records. 

aw The preceding pages contain all the facta connected 
with the history of the association, which could be derived 
from existing documents. The language is generally that of 
the recording officers, and many of the details are literal 
transcripts of the record. The details will, doubtless, to some, 
appear too unimportant to have been revived, perpetuated, 
and multiplied, by means of the press ; but to many they wilt 
have an interest that would not be found in a mere abstract. 
The greatest part of those, whose names have hitherto ap- 
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peared aa members of the association, are no longer on the 
earth ; and the sight of those names will recall incidents and 
scenes, on which the minds of their successors will dwell with 
pleasnre. It may also be objected, that some of the proceed' 
ingR, here brought before the reader, should have been per- 
mitted to slumber in the manuscript record ; but let it be ob- 
served, that practices, which may now be deemed discredita- 
ble, ^vere not thought so fifty years ago. If the social and 
convivial habits that prevailed in the days of our fathers 
■were such as are now banished from society in general, as 
unprofitable and demoralizing, it should be remembered that 
their indulgence was one of the errors of the age. It has 
been the aim of this compilation, to exhibit what the associa- 
tion was, in its infancy and childhood, and to let those, who 
compose it in its vigorous manhood and enlightened maturity, 
improve its condition by avoiding what was faulty, and cher- 
ishing all that was blameless and virtuous in the conduct of 
their predecessors. 

These annals embrace the history of our association from 
its institution, in March, 1795, to the end of the year 1806, 
when it had become a body corporate, and its proceedings 
had a legal existence. The form of the journal has been 
generally preserved, and, consequently, many repetitions have 
■been introduced. This was thought advisable, that the la- 
bors of our predecessors, to secure for the institution the 
character of fairness, and to give to their proceedings the 
weight of parliamentary order, may be seen and appreciated. 
The compilation will now assume an appearance of less 
formality; and the fate of subjects introduced for considera- 
tion will generally be presented without reference to the 
■meetings when they passed through different stages to their 
£nal disposition. 
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18 7. 

The " Committee of Patentees and Proprietors of PateotB," 
by their chairman, Benjamin Dearborn, presented to the gov- 
ernment a number of pamphlets, entitled " Remarks on the 
Rights of Inventors," &c. and requested their acceptance 
thereof. Messrs. Russell and Wright were appointed a com- 
mittee to acknowledge the present and return an answer to 
Mr, Dearborn. 

Applications for assistance, both in the way of loans, and 
charitable donations, were made from sundry persons daring 
the year. 

The widow of one who had once been a member, then re- 
cently deceased, made an application for assistance, which 
was referred to a committee, with instructions, if they should 
find it expedient to grant immediate relief, to give the appli- 
cant a sum, not exceeding Twenty dollars. The committee, 
after making suitable inquiries, reported that the applicant 
was in comfortable circumstances and did not need a dona- 
tion. The report was accepted. At a subsequent meeting, 
the president stated, that, from information he had received, 
he believed that the committee had been misinformed rela- 
tive to the widow's situation, and that she really stood in 
need of pecuniary assistance: — upon which the government 
again instructed the committee to examine the subject. The 
second report of the committee was, " That they had ascer- 
tained from the records that the late Mr. was not a 

member of the association when he deceased; — that his 
name was erased froin the books in May, 1805, on account 
of delinquency, and tliat he had not paid any assessment for 
three years previous; — that, although a grant maybe ac- 
ceptable to the applicant, yet, under the existing circom- 
stances, the committee conceive that it is not expedient to 
withdraw any thing from the funds of the association." This 
report was accepted. 

An application for a loan of money was made by a mem- 
ber of the association to the government. Neither the name 
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of the applicant nor the purpose for which the loan was 
wanted, appears on the record. The application was referred 
to Messrs. Russell, Cotton, and Kilham. The record after 
next meeting states that " A report of the committee on the 
loaning subject was read and ordered to lie on the table, to 
be called np at some future time." 

At the quarterly meeting in March, a atibafiription paper, 
in behalf of Nathaniel Patten, ropemaker, whose ropewalk and 
stock had lately been destroyed by fire, was laid before the 
association, and D. Tattle, R, Sanborn, and J. Tuckerman, 
were appointed a committee to receive subscriptions for his 
relief. This committee occasionally reported progress : — on 
one occasion, that they had received subscriptions for One 
hundred and seventy-two dollars in cash, and Sixty dollars in 
work. As Mr. Patten's health was feeble, the government 
voted Twenty dollars from the fund, for his relief. The last 
report of the committee states that his health appeared to be 
re-established, and that no appropriation from the fund was 
necessary. 

David Bowen, it is stated, made a proposition to the gov- 
eTDment relative to the rebuilding of the Columbian Museum 
— relating to which there is no subsequent record, although 
it was referred to Messrs. Wright, Russell, Clement, Thayer 
and Osgood. 

Gen. Winslow and Major Blanchard contributed Five dol- 
lars each to the funeral fund, which was duly acknowledged 
in letters from the secretary. 

At the quarterly meeting in June, the following report was 
submitted by a committee previously appointed : — 

Boston, June 18, 1807. 

The commill^e of ihe Massachuaetts Cbaritable JMechnnio Asaociation, 
appointed lo inquire into, and to report on, the reaourcea of the association, 
having attended to the duty assigned, are happy in being able to make a 
report, honorable lo tha fidelity of those who have buen intrusted with 
those funds, and indicative of the increasing prosperily of the association. 

The gtneral fund of Ihe association has been raised by entrance fees 
on the admission of members of One dollar, which continued until Sep- 
tember, 1795) — of Ont dollar and fifty cent!, which continued till Decem- 
ber, 1804; — and of Fivt doliart BJoce : — By an asBesBRient on each 
14 
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member of One dollar, per annum ; — By an assessment of J\«i doUdn on 
each member in 1803, lo purchase bank stock: — By tlie iulerert wcni- 
ing on ihe Cuuds, and by certain amall fees arising bom bouks tuid cer- 
tificates. 

With renoufcea ihus Umiled, il waa to be expected tlint some ye»t» 
would expire bofore the funds could amount to any respectable stun. It 
is the condition of all infant societies, that, while thrir funds aeeimintalB 
but slowly, their expenses are as preal, in many instances, as when in 
more mature stages. Tbus, in 1795, tiie conunitlee find, that ihe moneys 
then received, amounted to Two hundred and eleven dollars, and the ex- 
penses were upwards of Si Tty-se von dollars. Li December, 1797, they 
find that there were then in the hands of the treasurer Three hundred and 
twelve dollars and fifty cents. Of this sum. 
eeven dollais and thirty cents were invested ii 
the year 1800, the society did not appear to llourish. In December of 
that year, besides the above slate note, there were in the treasurer's handv, 
One hundred and ninety -seven dollars and ninety-six cents. In ISfll, be- 
sides the above note, Ihe cash on band amounted to Two hundred and 
eighty dollars. In 1802, there were in the hands of the treasurer, state 
notes to the unoenl of Six hundred ami thirty-two dollars and sixiy>ihwe 
cents, and Three hundred and six dollars eleven cents in cash- lu 1803, 
ji directeil to invest the slate notes, money on hand, and 
i before menlioned, in purchasing bank shares in the Boa- 
ton Bank, and he did purchase Fifteen shares, amountiuE: to Fifteen hun- 
dred dollars. In 1804, beside the above bank shares, the treasurer had on 
liand in cash, Two hundred and eighty-four dolhus and eaventy-awven 
cents. In September, 1805, besidet the bank«hares, the cosh on fawid 
amounted to Six hundred and thirty-eight dollars and tiiirly-oiie uenU. 
In 1806, the treasurer purchased a note of the six per cent, stock of ilie 
"United Slates, for Five hundred and ten doUars and twenty-two cents; — 
which he had on hand, be.sides the above bank shares, and Five bnndted 
and thirty-six dollars and seventy -seven cents in cash. And, at flie praa- 



Fifteen bank shares, at par, , 31.500 00 

One certificate, a note, six per cent, slock, 503 00 

One " " " 562 46 

J. B. Hammatt's note and interest, due, 51 25 

Cash in treasurer's hands, .... 177 39 

Advance on bank slock at this day, 10 per cent. 150 00 

Ouiaiaiiding debts due from members, say, 300 00 

Making a total of $3,2.14 10 

The committee further stale, that in the early periods of the society, 
niAny debt* were lo«t by the delinquency of members ; hot (hat, of Uie 
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years, owing to Ilie vigiiance uul cam of Ihe eecretaiiea and Oie punc- 
tuatily of the laembeia, thuae losses bnve been very much lertaeneJ. 
The eoratnillee caiuiol fail to remark, that, (vliiTe ihe annual as^ess- 

lion, the eipPiiBeB of the society have itipreosed in amount, from the en- 
hana«(l prioes of ereiy artiole of (^(fllsurDption and labor ; and they have 
ascertained that, einoe the year 1^1, the a»8oi?iaiiDU have expenjed in 
grants lu dUuesfied applicants, in the payment of compensaliuuii to the 
secrelarieB and messengers, in expenses of priiiliiij, adverlising, engraT- 
ing, and tiie quarterly and annual meetings, Seven hundred and forty- 
three dollars and twenty-one eents ; and that there are some few demands 
on the society, the bills of which haVH not been presented. Yet, nol- 
wiUiaiaudiiu; thoa« donatiniu and expenses, the cojomittee are grsliTied 
in finding, that the general funds of the liurii'Iy have increased from year 
to year, (of late yeara rapidly,) and that they are now highly respectable. 
All wlm-h is respectfully submitted. BENJAMIN RUSSELL. 

The chairtnan of the committee, also, stated, in addit- 
ion to (lis report, that a part of the amount mentioned, was'' 
expended for articles which still remain the propei^y of the 
association, viz : — A trunk containing the booka of the asso- 
ciation, the copper-plate of the certificates of membership 
and apprentices, blank certificates, books of constitution, seal, 
trtincheons, b alio ting-boxes, balls, Ace. The treasurer also 
presented a statement, giving an account of a]] cash paid by 
him on warranto, with the items of each specified at length, 
schodide of the property in his hands, &c. Ax. 

These reports were satisfactory to the meeting, and received 
an expression of thanks for the labor and fidelity with which 
they had been prepared. 

A letter was received, in July, from the President of the 
ABBOOJated Mechanics and Manufacturers of New Hampshire, 
stating that they had obtained from the Legislature of that 
state an act of incorporation, and also an act securing to 
masters and apprentices their mutual privileges ; and enclos- 
ing copies of these acts and their by-laws; and concluding 
with customary civilities of expression ; signed Tobias 
Walker, President. To this a reply was transmitted, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of the letter and documents, and 
adding, — Our "estimable President, Jonathan Hunewell,Esq, 
being On a tour to the Eastward, will be the bearer of this 
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acknowledgement. The government of the Massachaaetts 
Charitable Mechanic Association will consider any marks of 
attention paid hiin, as tokens of respect for themselves." 
Signed, by direction of the' government, Thomas Wei-ls, 
Secretary. A second letter from the New- Hampshire Society, 
dated October 6, says, — " Your much esteemed and polite 
communication, accompanied by a copy of your constitntion, 
certificates, &e. were duly received by the hands of yotir 
highly-reapected president. We very much regretted that hifl 
tarry in this town [Portsmouth] was so short, that we were 
unable to manifest that respect to him, which we could have 
most heartily wished," 

During the year, the government was called upon to ex- 
amine some new machinery, made by John Beath. A com- 
mittee reported, that " the articles appear to be the effect of 
'an ingenious mind, and to be peculiarly calculated to give 
ease to diseased persons, and to correct irregularities in the 
human form. That, in their opinion, he is deserving recom- 
mendatory notice of the government, and, if admitted a mem- 
ber of the association, would do it credit" 

A difficulty between one of the members and a person who 
applied for membership, concerning the employing of a dis- 
missed apprentice, was before the government, in one form or 
another, almost every meeting during the year. The candi- 
daf£ was finally approved by the government, but was reject- 
ed on a ballot by the association. 

At the annual meeting, December 17, the committee of 
finance made another elaborate report, which presented the 
following yearly exhibit of funds, stocks, debts and proper^ 
of the association : — 

Fiflean ehares in Boslan bank, at par, $1,500 00 

One certificalQ of United Stales slock, 503 00 

One do. do. 662 £G 

One do. do. 257 47 

John B. Hammatt's note and interest, S4 DQ 

Cash in Iieasiirer's liands, 9 73 

Outstanding debt, inrluding quarterly assessmenla of Decem- 
ber, 1807, and exclusiTB of the funeral fund, . . . 370 00 

Makiog a total of £3,406 46 
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The committee further staled, that the association possess- 
ed the following articles, viz ; — "One elegant genera! stand- 
ard : — One belt and silver socket; — One silver seal : — Nine 
marehall's sashes, and six truncheons : — One trunk, contain- 
ing the following books, viz. One ledger, one record book, 
one written constitution book, with the original signatures of 
the members therein : — Two copper plates of cerliHcates : — 
Forty-five certificates for members (blank): — One hundred 
keys descriptive of the certificate of membership : — Twenty- 
two certificates for apprentices : — Two pairs of balloting 
boxes, and about Three hundred balls, — together with the 
files of original reports, papers, &c. It was also stated, that 
there were then Two hundred and seventy members of tiie 
association, of whom One hundred and thirty-seven were 
subscribers to the funeral fund," 

Donations of Five dollars each to the funeral fund were 
sent from Gen. Winslow and Major Blanchard, by the hand 
of James Phillips, — which were acknowledged, as uHual, by 
the secretary. 

The time for electing officers having arrived, Mr. Hunewell 
declined a re-election as president. The following officers 
were then chosen, viz: — 



Benjamin RuaseU, Prtiident, 
Daniel Mesainger, Vkt-Prttidtnt. 
James Barry, 
John Cottun, 
Ephraim Thayer, 
Peier Oagooii, 
Junathan Eilham, 



Richard Faxon, Trtaswrtr. 

Thomas Wells, Sterttary. 
Chris lopher Smilb, 
Ashei Benjamin, 
Thomas Deaii, 
Jeremiah Gardner, 

Tnuttii. 



After discussion on the article in the constitution relative 
to a public festival, a large majority voted that it should be 
retained. 

Only four persons were admitted this year, viz: — 



Edtrani Oliver, Printer, 
c Alunroe, Printer. 




Lewis Sargenl, Chaise -maker. 
Henry Hulcbinaon, Sailmaker. 
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18 8. 

The first government meeting was held, January 6. Mr. 
Richard Faxon, by message, declined to accept the office of 
treasurer, to which he had been elected, in consequence of 
which Mr. Wright was requested to continue in office, until 
the next quarterly meeting. He complied with the request 
of the government At the meeting of the association in 
March, Joseph Lovering was elected to, and accepted, the 
office. 

Repeated applications having been made to the govern- 
ment for loans, the subject was frequently discussed. It was 
finally voted, unanimously, that " it is not expedient that any 
loans should be made from the funds of the association to 
individual members," — - and this was ratified by the associa- 
tion. 

The following correspondence requires no explanatory re- 
mark : — 

Boston, March 16, 1808. 

Dear Sir, — In contemplating on the advantages which may arrive to 
the members of our society, I am led to believe that of the funeral fund 
to be one of the most prominent and useful features. And when I con- 
sider the sum which would meet the averasre annual assessment on that 
fund, I reirret that we are obliired, for tliis small amount, to assess so 
many of our brother associates. My belief. Sir, is, that there mii^ht be 
found in the society members sufficient to subscribe a small sum aimually 
to this fund, until an interest for that object was obtained, and that, with- 
out calling on some of our members, who, although the most liberal, in- 
dustrious, and deserving, are not the most fortunate amongst us. Should 
a project like this meet your approbation, I shall cheerfully give it my 
aid. But, as there is yet no such project on foot, and perhaps you may 
think it is not best at present to consider it, I have taken the liberty to 
enclose Twenty-five dollars, which, if acceptable, I beg may be placed 
to the funeral fund. 

With sentiments of great respect for you, personally and officially, 
I am. Sir, your and the society's obedient servant and brother associate, 

JONATHAN HUNEWELL. 

To Benjamin Russell, Esq. Prendent, 
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Bcrn the government could grant, — and a subscription for 
his relief was taken up in the association, which produced a 
generous amount. 
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Boilon, IStkMarek, 1808. 

JODATHAN HUNEWBLL, Esq. 

DcARSitt, — Having duly received j-our veiy liberal donation to the 
foneral fund of the Maasachuselts Charitable Mechanic Awocialion. in- 
closed in ynUT affactionate and polite note of thia date, I hare lost no 
lime in oommantcating il to tlie guTemmeui of the association, by whom 
I am ilirected to prea>;iil to you, in behalf of the association, the unani- 
' ntouB vote of their thanks. Vour brother aasociales have been iu ihe 
Wilt of receiving favors from you, but ihis additional token of your be- 
aevolence and atlemion, though it conid not augment has renewed thetr 
gratitude. 

In the hope and expectation that the donation now ncknnwledged, with 
others before made, may eventually be augmented to a fund sufficiently 
prodactive to meet every draft oii that fund, which you very justly de- 
naminate tlie most uxeful featutc of ihe association, the government have 
Toted, that it is expedient Ibat the treasurer be directed to keep the dona- 
tions and legacies, made to this fund, distinct, and whenever they amount 
to Fifty dollars, to invest the stime in public slocks; aiid that Ilie interest 
thereof be applied to the objects of Ihe funeral fund. 

With wishes that your happiness may be conuuensurale with your 
benevolence and services to your associates, I have the felicity to sub- 
»c[ibff myself your friend and feliow associate. 

BENJAMIN RUSSELL. 

Aboat the same time, Mr. Lovering, the newly-elected 
treasurer, inclosed, in a note to the president, the sum of 
Twenty dollars, aa a donation to the funeral fund, — which 
Was accepted and acknowledged in the usual manner. In 
the course of Ihe year, also. Major Blanchard and General 
Winslow, made, each, a fourth donation of Five dollars to the 
tame fund. 

Mr. Levering having given the bonds required by the con- 
Btitution, entered upon the duties of his office, as treasurer, in ., 
June. 

Ileury Morgan, a member of the association, met with a ^^ 
severe loss by a fire, namely, the destruction of two dwelling- 
houses, which he was under contract to build and which were 
nearly finished. In order to enable him to fulfil his contract, 
he asked the assistance of the association. A grant was 
made from the funds, — Twenty dollars, being the highest 
sum the government could grant, — and a subscription for 
his relief was taken up in the association, which produced a 
generous amount 
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Bonjamin Gray pelitioned the government for pecuniary 
aid "to enable hira to procure a patent for some new inven- 
tion or improvement in the rope-making line," — which was 
referred to a committee. On inveatigation, it appeared that 
the " invention was not new," and ttiat a patent for it had al- 
ready been obtained. 

The report of the committee on the secretary and treasurer's 
accounts, presented at the annual meeting, December 15, ex- 
hibits the following aggregates, viz; — 

Received by ihe secretary, for quarterly SBsessmentB, books of 
coDstituIion, entrance fees and cerlilicatee, for the general 
fund, tl0O 50 

For Ihe funeral fund, lusewmeats, Bubscrip lions, certificates, 
and donation*, 9S SO 

Received by ihe treasurer, for the general fund, from the sec- 
retary, dividend! on bank stock, interest on Six per cent, 
stock, and balance from his predecessor, . 411 3! 

Of which he had paid for sundry bills, salary of the secretary, 
and charitable donations, 116 00 

The whole amount of the general fund, tlien in the possession 
of the treasurer, was 3,387 9S 

Amount of the funeral fund, including asaessments then due, 3S9 86 

There was also then due to the association from its rneoa- 
bera, One thousand eight hundred quarterly assessments, 
which with some entrance fees of new members, amounted to 
Four hundred and eighty-five dollars. 

All the officers were re-elected for the succeeding year, 
except the three senior truslees, who retired agreeably to the 
constitution. Samuel Curtis, Thomas Howe, and John 
Pierce, were elected to fill the vacancy at the board. 

Three subscribers to the funeral fund, viz. John Andrews, 
Jonathan Turner, and James Scott, died daring the year ; and 
the following were admitted: — 

Richard Hills, Housewright. Joseph Lewis, Baker. 

Elias Cobb, Blacksmith. William King, Halter. 

Wilham Jackson, Tallow-chandler. Samuel White, jun. Stone-cutler. 
JoMph Milner, Baket. 
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Early in (he year a proposition was madtt to the govern- 
ment that ihe association should pubscribe for a certain num- 
ber of shares in a new market (the Boylston market)Mhpn 
about to be erected at the south part of the town, which, after 
due consideration, was rejected. A proposition was also 
made that the association should take shares in the stock of 
the Exchange Coffec-House, — and this, too, after considera- 
tion, was deemed inexpedient. 

A considerable portion of time was occupied this year by 
the government in attempts to adjust the accounts of delin- 
qnent members. The labors of the secretary were in constant 
requisition for this purpose, but were not always attended 
with success. Many members were unaccountably neglectful 
of their obligations. After all the exertions of the secretary 
and of the several trustees, to whom bills were committed for 
collection, a considerable number of members remained de- 
linquent Nearly thirty names of those who were found to 
be incorrigible, and whose arrearages were unpaid for various 
terms from two to seven years, were craned from the books. 

At the quarterly meeting in March, Henry Hutchinson was 
elected a trustee, in place of Thomas Howe, who declined 
serving. 

Tbia year was distinguished by the observance of the first 
"Triennial Festival" of the association. At the quarterly 
meeting in September, the president called the attention of 
the members to the subject, A motion was made that the 
festival be postponed for the present year, — which, after a 
long and spirited debate, was lost. It was then voted, that 
the members of the government, with thirteen others, be a 
committee of arrangements, and the following members were 
added to the government to constitute the committee, viz: — 
Jonathan Hunewell, Henry Purkitt, Francis Wright, Job 
Drew, John Cotton, Samuel Howe, Joseph Howe, James 
Barry, James B. Marston, Amasa Murdock, William Jennings, 
Ebenezer Laikin, Peter Mcintosh, and Isaac Gushing. This 
15 
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committee met at the honse of the president, October 6, and 
began their preparatory arrangemente, by the appointment of 
sub-comtnittees, to provide a dinner, — to procure music, — 
to report on the expediency of having a public address,-^ to 
prepare toasts, and songs, &x. &c. The general committee 
held sundry meetings, when these matters were severally re- 
ported upon by the sub-committees. 

The sub-coramittee, to whom had been referred the eabject 
of a public address, made a report, which, as it involved 
rather more formalities in the proceeding than was usual oti 
similar occasions, may be transcribed at length, as follows: — 

The commiitep, who hBil umlpr consideraiion the subject of an ad- 
drera to be delivered before the society on the ilay of ihe feslival, rijwrt. 
That they have attended lo that duly, and are unanimously of opinion, 
that it is 'expedient' that an address be delivered on that day, before the 
HOiriety : and as (he conftitulion is wholly silent on that subject, and coa- 
spqueiitly gives no direction how, or in what manner, an orator may be 
choten, your committee recommend tbnt the orator be chosen by the gov- 
ernment of the society, by ballot, at a staled, or special meetiDg, held for 
that purpose ; of which meeting the members shall be duly nolilied by 
written ballot, at leant six days before the time of holding euch meeting ; 
and the choice thus being made, the orator shall be noltlied thereof, by 
written billet, signed by the president or vice-president, and two trustees, 
and countersigned by the secretary. All which is most respectfully sub- 
mitted by the committee. F. WRIGHT, 

JOSEPH LOVERING, 

Nov. 9, 1809. HENRY PURKITT. 

The report was unanimously accepted. 

At a meeting of the government, November 23, a ballot for 
an orator was talsen, and the president, — the vice-president 
being in the chair, ^was unanimously chosen. The follow- 
ing letter, signed by the vice-president and the two oldest 
trustees, was immediately transmitted to him : — 

Boston, ffov. 21, 1809. 
BRNJAMtN Russell, Esq. Prt»tlent of the Matsaehasetis CftaritabU ' 
Meckanit Atsoeiatton. 
Sir, — Pursuant to a vote of the commiitBo of arraogemenls, ihe gov- 
ernment of the Massachu»ett« Charitable Mechanic AsBOcialion, regularly 
convened at the house of Mr. Henry Hutchinson, proceeded to the choice 
of a gentleman lo deliver before Ihe association an address at their yearly 
meeting, December 2lst, 1809, and we havo tlie pleasure to inform yon 
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That ihejr have unanimoaaly made choice of their president for Ibat pur- 
pose, and bis acc^eptance \a earnestly requented. by youi humble Hervotiu, 
in behalf of the government, DANIEL MESSINGER, Vtu-fris. 

PETER OSGOOD, i 

JONATHAN KILHAM, ( ^'^""■ 
Anesi, Thomas Wells, Stcretary. 

Boilon, Nov. 57, 1809. 
To Daniel Messinoer, Esq. Vict-Preiidtnt oftkt Bfastachtuills 
ChahUible Mtthame Aitociation. 
Si», — I have duly received your polile coromunicaiion of the vote of 
the government, appointing me to deliver an address before llie aasocia- 
tion, at their Triennial Festival in December ensuinif. I fee) duly affect- 
ed with the honor eonferreil upon me, and am nenaible of my inability lo 
do that justiee on the occasion, which the government has a right to ex- 
pect. But as it ought to be a oharacteri-iiio of the members of our institu- 
tion, never to shrink from » duty, from mntivea of personal inconvenienL'e, 
I accept the appointment, and will discharge the duty lo the best of my 
abiUty. 

With sentimenla of esteem and respect, I am, Sir, your obliged friend, 
BENJAMIN RUSSELL. 

The annual meeting was held on Thursday, December 31. 
The committee appointed for that purpose, reported the re- 
sult of their examination of the secretary and treasurer's 
accounts, £rom which it appears that the secretary had re- 
ceived, — 

On account of the general fund, for copies of the constitution, 
quarterly assessments, entrance fees of new membersj and 
certificates of members and apprentices, .... $365 62 
For the funeral fund, 576 asseBsmentn at 37 j cents each, 11 
BubscriptionB, 11 certificates, and one donation from George 
Blanobard, 264 00 

t()09 62 
After paying sundry bills for stationery, services, Sto, the treas- 
urer had on hand, to carry to new account of tha general fund, 216 43 
And of the funeral fund, after paying to the Families of B. Var- 
ii»y, P. Smiuk, and A. Edwards, Forty dollars each, . . 215 1 1 

And donaliona lo the fund, 80 00 

The whole property of. the aasociation then consisted of IT, S. 
stock, bank stock, note of J. B. Hamroatt and interest, and 

cash on hand, S3,954 41 

The funeral fund and cash on hand, 295 U 

Dao from members U> both funds, about 360 00 

t4,60l> 52 
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There were tlien Two hundred and thirty-five members, of 
whom One hundred and thirty-two, only, were aabscribento 
the funeral fund. 

Benjamin Varney, Peter Smink, Lemuel Gardner and 
Abraham Edwards, subscribers to the funeral fund, died dur- 
ing the year. 

The president stated, that he bad just received, in additioa 
to former donations from General Wjnslow and Major Blanch- 
ard, Ten dollars each, as donations to the funeral fund. 

Eighteen candidates were admitted, viz: — 

Thmnas Seymour. Cabinet' maker. William Greenoughf Printer. 

William Lemon, Upholsterer. 
Naihaniel Faxon, Corjwainer. 
Turell Tutile, jun. Bricklayer. 
Samuel T. Anna iron p, Printer. 
Charles F. Kujiper, G lass-ma nufnc- Lafayel 



John Eliot, jun. Printer. 
Ithioi Towne, Houaewright. 
Jesse Clmrchill, Silversmith. 
Henry Tolman, Paioler. 



George Darraeott, TinplatS'irorker- 

Mnnin Burr, Tailor. 

William English, Cabinet-maket- 



Atlen Bowkar, Housewright. 
Edward Retiouf, Printer. 
Chester Slebbins, Printer. 

The following officers were chosen, viz : — 
Benjamin Russell, Prtiidtiit. Joseph Lowering, Triasunr. 

Daniel Messinger, Vici-Prisidtnl. Thomas Welb, Setretiay. _^ 
Aahur Benjamin, Henry Hutchinson, 

Thomas Dean, Jonathan Loring, 

Jeremiah Gardner, Jonathan Whitney, 

Samuel Curtis, Samuel Tultle, 

John Pierce, Truslees. 

The ordinary business having been transacted, a procession 
was formed under the direction of Mr. Jonathan Loring, as 
chief marshal, and proceeded to the meeting-house in Chaan- 
cey-place. The procession made quite an imposing display, 
and was attended though the streets by a large crowd of 
spectators. The standard of the association was borne by 
Col. Jonathan Whitney. The guests of the association num- 
bered about twenty, among whom were the Governor and 
Lieutenant-Governor of the State, the Chief Justice, Judge 
Davis of the United States Court, the United States M&r- 
shal, the Sheriff of SufTolk, the President of the Senate and 
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Speaker of the Houae of Rppresentatives, Selectmen, Town 
Clerk, Rev. "William Emerson, chaplain of the day, and three 
other Clergymen, and neveral officers of mechanic associa- 
tions in other states. At the meeting-house, several pieces of 
sacred music were performed by a select choir, prayers were 
ofTered by the Rev. Mr. Emerson, an address was delivered 
by the president, and an ode was sung by Chester Stebbins. 
After these services the association, with their guests, dined 
at (he Exchange Coffee- House, The dinner was accompan- 
ied with song and sentiment, — which will be found in detail 
ill the book of records ; and thus closed the first Triennial 
Festival of the association.* 



• Mr Rii«»eir>»ddre*«wn» wonhy of Iheoccaaion — diciBled by giKn] loniB, ami 
delivemd wilh no aliempl lo eihibil the aSeclHiion of rhtlorio. An eiinci fioia (he 
■xonliura oipUins iis a'ljtcl and plan ; — 

" By your apiKHalnienl, my reppecled brelbren oC Ihe MBsaachuielts Cbarilable Me- 
ebanic AMOciaiion, I am required to addresi you on lbi« pleasing and brillianl aimi- 
Venary. To bare declined Ihe apiKilnlmenl, woiitd have appeared to call in queelion 
jmr jadgmeDl, — to douhl your candor and ttlieraiity, — and lo deviale fivni a charac- 
lerialic of your Initilulion, which requires of tu memhen, never lo recede from Iho 
jwrformsnCB o[ an auigned duly, Troni consideraliona of personal inconvenience. 
you »hsll therefore command my beat eflbrli, in the diacharpe oflhii new andarduou* 

" Wilh your indulgence, I will aliempl lo conlmil Ihe condiiion of lociely aince Ihe 
ftnenil diOnuon of the arU you profess, wilh thai of Ihose periods in llis hblory of 
man, when ihey were unknown, — were ihe mereapoculalionaof ingeniouilheoriaii — 
B Ihan 10 Srnrfil his specie* : — and lo eihibii a iktlcli 
I eauay will Iben be made lo deecribe in v/iai maantr 
tnd lo mkal natul man dehvea beneilu from Ihe mechanio am, as an inhabitanl of 
the land ; ■ navigaloi of the aea ; and a conlemplalor of ihe heavens. Inquiry wdl 
follow, whether they, who honorably and ■ucceasfully exercise and improve ihosB 
■rla, are not justly enlitled to general regard and liberal patronage ; and whether they 
ihemMlvet ought nol highly to eslimale the lot which has fallen lo ihem lo be thus 
pi»emiiwnlty nsefuH A few reflections, addressed panicularly to you, my brother 
■■focialca, will Sniah the conlcmplateil outline " 

icd aioalRtion as could well be crowded into twenty-five pages. The following is the 
cloung parsgraph ; — 

" Bear wilh me, my brolbars, in addressing a few closing words In yon. as ciliieos 
of a young, rising, and independent empire, Vou nre acknowledged to be the bene- 
bclon of aociely in your exercise of Ihe pacific arts : — you musi be iis strength and 
defence, should yonr counlry,^ which may Heaven avert, — be involved in war. 
The arm nerved by tabor is best adapted to wield wilh success the warrior's aword ; 
and the fiame. made nbim by exercise, the slilesi lo endure the hardships of the 
•oldier's life. Vou will bear in mind, ihat many ol ihe heroes uf the revolulionary 
war Were called from the workbench and the ahop-board, lo command companies. 
■,ud hrigadea,— and ereo lo the head of armies,— and you will ool Ibrgvt 
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The government hold a special meeting, December 30, to 
settle the bills of expenses of the festival. The whole amount 
was Six hundred and twenty-one dollars and seventy-Bix 
cents; the amount received for tickets, Five hundred and ten 



Ibal il ji ihe mechanic alDne who can gire ronn aod eflecl to Uiow gieal iDfredienu 
oTa nation'* alrenglli and mdeiteaileoce, ' Wooil, Iron, and Htvip ;' and that, therefore, 
JB a rtiiii orsHaira, your country will have a flaioi upon you Tor pre-einineni aervices 
A cloud, porlentau* of trying limei, lowers in the political horiion. In the deaiiniei of 
joar coanlry, — aliaifv§r lAiy ma^ it, — your voieB will have a oommanding: influeoca. 
Gnwtly eaaeDtia), Ihen, is it, that you fully and impartially iDform youiaelvea of her 
PnUiifal SitaiioHi— orher Rionra and of her Duties : — Thai while you are ready 
10 pledge ymr kmer and j«r»r livri, and iwear never to lufler, wiih impunity, any 
power on earth, lo subvert the Independence, or impair the Kifrht* of your beloved 
country 1 you will awear, alto. nevi>r lo countenance any men. who (hall MMopt to 
(ubvert (be Independence or impair the Righia of olhen : — Thai you bear in mind, 
Ihat naliona, like individuala. may leem n>hl in their own eyea. but thai their neighbor 
nation may come after and judge them t That, aa cIlizcDS, while you reverence iha 
Rational and lUle conaliiuliona ; obey the lawa ; pay cheerfully your cuntribiiiiona lo 
the public treaaary ; are ready to vindicate Ihe rights and to defend the terrilory of 
yoor mUDIr; ; you hold It to be your lacred prerogaiive, lo demand of rulers protec- 
tion of lile, liberty, property, and Ihe pnnuil of hsjipinesa ; the freedom of opinion and 
Ihe elective Oanchise^ true economy in the expenditure of the public money — that 
economy which save* by ipcnding ; — national defence by aea and land ; thv encour- 
agement of the meohanic artB, manufac lures, commerce, and the fiiherws : — Tit 
preHrvation 0/ i)u ftatc 0/ yanr cBUnltj — if it can be preserved wilhoul the sacrifice 
of national honor and independence : — But if peace cannot be preserved withoui Ihat 
great nicrifice ; — if an impariial, honest, and magnanimous vindicatian of Ihe just 
righia and honor of your country he opposed by any empire or nation under Heaven, 
with contemptuous deflsnce, ami-neutral encroachments, unjuil aggreision*, and na- 

mission 10 them, — that party spirit be annihilated — party distinctions acallered 10 Ihe 
winds; — that deprivations be ditregarded — danger* welcomed, — and that one 
aolemn and united appeal he again mnda to the Arbiter of Nation* — to the God of 
■rmiea, — oonfldently Bs«ured, — 

That He who rides upon the spheres 

Wilh bright, angetic charioteers, 
Will tpeak in thundering voice ; — 

' Culumbis! bear the Almighty Lord! 

IfJiriTicE hidi you — draw the sword : 
Be ihia — not fa^a — your choice. 

Uf Ibis ajnirai — then riae in arraa, 



, by Samuel G. Snell- 
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dollars; leaving a balance to be paid from the general fund 
of One hundred and eleven dollars and seventy-six centu. 



TUTIB- 



.. /ftat 



Wben Sral Tram on hitih (be greil fial wis ^ven, 

■ By ihe sweat of thy brow ghill Ihy bread be pwciiteJ,' 
The eii'» proved > Ueiiing Jeacending from Heaven, 
Aai Ihe goddeFs of GeniuH her potroafl allured. 
Then flnl were diiplayeil 
The Plough, Sictle, >nd Spide, 
And lodanlry, xniling, Heaven'd maniliile obeyed. 
No fbe dare molesi where in union are joineij 
The Plough, Loom, and Chisel, whh Cammercfl roinblned. 
Scarce * ihouaand ihun yean had compleled ilieir ruund, 

When Tnlnlalood ruremo*!, the pride of hia naiion ; 

At Ihe Almlghiy't behest, kinga and prinun were drowned. 

But the ihlp-bnilder N'oiB 'scaped the wide inoodalioD. 

Then Honriahed agaia 

Bleal Induatry'B reign, 

Her palace on eonh, while her ahipn ploughed ibe main. 

The Plough, Loom, and Cbiiel, v 



wilb Commerce combined. 



When ent tbe old world, in dark Ignorance held, 

Sy Ihe areplro of lywoli and prieaionift auirounded, 
Fadst. the printer, arose — Ibe gloom was dispelled, 

And the fuea of mankind by the Type were coafounded. 
Hail, Science divine I 
The palm shall be thine, 

While Freedom exull* at fell Tyranny's sfarlns. 
Mb Bsa dare molest, where In union are joined 
The Plough, Loom, and Chisel, with Commerce combined. 
Lei tbe legions of Gallia our country invade, 

Let the rails of proud Albion whiten the ocean ; 
Onr pruning- hooks, plougb-a bares, to swords shall be made. 

And the hammer's sweet sound yield to War's dread 



And Bebona's shrill clarjon awakei u) to amu. 
No foe dare molest, while In union are joined 
The Plough, Ltximi and Chisel, with Commerce oombined. 
Hail. Charity ! hail ! may thy laws he obeyed, 

Till Ihe earth be enveloped in vast diuolution ; 
While brotherly love aball one bo*om pervade, 

May thy blessings be abed on this great institution '- 
May this mansion so fair, 
Pluinb, Level, and Sijusre, 

By Love be remenlcd and noutithed with fare. 
With Charily, Lsw, and Equality joined, 
The Phmgh, Loom, and Chisel, with Commerce combined. 



mt 
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18 10. 

The secretary informed the government, at its first meet- 
ing, Janaary 11, that, agreeably to instructioa given to him 
on the (lay of the festival, he had procured to be printed Five 
hundred copies of Mr. RusseU's Address, with tlie order of 
exercises, and the names of the officers of the association 
attached thereto. It was voted, that the members be charged 
Twenty cents each for a copy of the address ; and that fifty 
copies be delivered to the president. 

It waa voted, at the next meeting, that the Bccretary be 
allowed Twenty-five dollars, as a salary for his services the 
year pant, and that a piece of plate, not exceeding Sixty dol- 
lars in value, be presented to him, " for the faithful discharge 
of the duties of his office foe several years." The commit- 
tee appointed to carry this vote into effect, at a subsequent 
meeting, reported that they had presented to Mr. Wells a 
silver pitcher, on which was engraven the following inscrip- 
tion:— 

Bt jtiit and f tar not. — Presenled by ihe Mossachuselts ChRritobla 
Mechanio Assoeialion, to Thomas WbIIb, in testimoay of Iheir ap- 
probatioa of his faithful servieei in ihe office of Secretary, March aa, 
IStO. 

As uanal, the delinquency of members was frequently the 
subject of action at the meetings of the government. Great 
exertions were made by the secretary, and by committees, to 
secure a punctual payment of assessments, and to induce the 
members, who were guilty of neglect, to a more strict and 
honorable performance of their obligations. Twenty mem- 
bers, for incorrigible neglect, were expelled from the associa- 
tion. Several members, who were willing but unable to pay 
the regular aBsossments, had their dues remitted, and retained 
their memberehlp. 

Thomas Godfrey, William Ratchford, and Samuel Nichols, 
Hubscribers to the funeral fund, deceased during the year, and 
the families of each received from the fund the sum of Forty 
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dollars. Twenty members subscribed to 4he fund, and a do- 
nation of Ten dollars was made by a gentleman, who declin- 
ed giving his name. 

The report of the committee on the funds, at the annual 
meeting in December, represented the property of the asso- 
ciation, consisting of United States Six per cent, stock, bank 
stock, cash on hand of both funds, and arrearages of members, 
88 amounting in the aggregate to Four thovsand six hvndred 
and seventy-two dollars and eleven cents. The arrearages of 
members are set down at Four hundred dollars! 

The action of the government in regard to delinquent 
members was unanimously approved. 

The following officers were elected, viz: — 

B<^njamin Russell, Presidenl. Joseph Lovering, Treasurer. 

Daniel Messinsier, Viee-PriMent. Thomas Wella, Seerelary. 

Ramoel Curtis, Samuel TuUle, 

John Pierce, Getloey King, 

Henrj' Kutchinsun, Benjamin Clark, 

Jooalhan Luring, Jesso Mayo, 

Joaathan Whitney, Trusteei. 

Fourteen candidates were admitted to membership, as fol- 
lows : — 




Joseph Jenkini, Housewright. 
Pel«r Bonner, Housewright. 
Thomas Kendall, Sailmaker. 
John Lorin^, Baker. 
Asa Crocker. HaUer. 
John Park, Printer. 
David Francis, Printer. 



Joshua Belcher, Printer. 
Samuel Avery, Printer. 
John Gill, Stucco-worker. 
Francis Soulhack, Baker. 
William Adams, Watch-maker. 
Benjamin Darling, Glacier. 
Alexander Jennings, Blacksmith. 



18 11. 

The government renewed and persevered in its efTorta to 
collect the regular constitutional assessments, during the year. 
The names of Five members were erased firom the books, one 
of whom had been delinquent six and the others five years. 
16 
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Forty dollars was voted as the compensation of the secre- 

I tary for his services the preceding year. 

josiah Fowie, David Cobb, and Stephen Gore, subscribers 
to the funeral fund, deeeased during the year, and Forty 
dollars was paid to the family of each, agreeably to the con- 
fititation. 

! A donation of Five dollars to the funeral fund, was received 

I from Mr. George Blanchard. 

|I A proposition to make a grant from the general fund to the 

I sufferers by a fire in Newburyport, was discussed in the gov- 

ernment, and referred to a committee. The committee re- 
ported, that "in the present situation of the funds, sQch a 

■ sum cannot be spared as would be honorable to the associa- 

tion to grant: — And further that a large portion of the 

I members have already subscribed to the relief contemplated, 

I in their individual capacity; and they therefore recommend 

that it is inexpedient to make the grant in quention." 

I' The report was unanimously accepted by the government, 

and approved at the next quarterly meeting. 

A proposed change in the investment of the funds was a 
iubjeot of serious consideration in the government; which 
was finally deemed inexpedient. The treasurer was directed 

I to subscribe for twenty shares in the State Bank, then recent- 

I ly incorporated. 

The report of the committee of the government, appointed 
to examine the books and accounts of the secretary and 
treasurer (the details of which it is unnecessary to transcribe) 
presented the following statement of the productive property 
of the association, viz : — 

I IS shares Boston Bank, at par, $1,500 00 

I C " Union Bank, 500 00 

20 " Stnta Bunk (S4D0 paid in) and now advunced 10 per cent. 440 00 

United States stock, nominal value, about .... 92000 

J, B. Hammatl's note and interest, 63 21 

Cosh on hand for general fund, 499 04 

" " funeral fund, 269 48 

" " donation fund, 115 00 

Amount due from members for assessments to both funds, about 447 60 

S4,Tfi3 33 



.J 
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The report having been accepted, on motion of Peter 
Ofgood, preceded by some observationa in favor of his mo- 
tion, the association voted, "That the note of J, B. Hain- 
matt, which the treasurer now hold*i, as mentioned in the re- 
port, be given up to Mr. Ilammatt, together with the interest 
thereon." 

The election of officers coming up in order, Mr. Wells de- 
clined an election as secretary, and Edward Renouf was 
chosen to that office. The president, vice-president, and 
treasurer, were unanimously re-elected. The three senior 
trustees, Messrs. Curtis, Pierce, and Hutchinson, were con- 
stitutionally ineligible to a re-election. The other six were 
re-choaen; and Samuel Hichboni, jun. Jonathan Harrington, 
and Gerry Fairbanks, were elected to fill op the board. 

Only four persona were admitted this year, viz: — 

William Currier, Baker. Nathaniel Heard, Cordwaiaer. 

Thomas Brown, Baker. Joseph T. Buckingham, Piiuter. 



18 12. 

At the first government meeting, January 1-5, at the house 
of the preaident, Mr. T. Wells, the late secretary, presented 
bis account current, which was ordered to be placed on record. 
It may be referred to as an illustration of the promptness, 
and exactness, with which that gentleman executed all hie 
official duties. The sum of Forty dollars was voted as his 
compensation for the year, and a vote of thanks for his faith- 
ful services was unanimously adopted. Thia was the stated 
compensation of the secretary for a number of years. 

The president and treasurer were appointed a committee 
to select an orator for the next Triennial Festival. 

The secretary was directed to report the number and names 
of delinquents and the sums due from each. In the course of 
the year, thia aubject underwent the action of the govern- 
ment — some paid their bilU at aight — some paid only in 
promises — ■ the arrearages of some were remitted, — four were 
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discharged as unprofitable memberp, and four had leave to 
withdraw without payment of arrears. 

Five Bubscribera to the funeral fund died this year, viz: — 
Jonathan Balch, William Andrews, Solomon Cotton, Fraiida 
Wright, " and James Kunson, to the families of each of whom 
the Bum of Forty dollars was presented by the treaaarer. 
Mrs. Cotton, the widow of Solomon Cotton, returned to the 
treasurer the sum granted to her, with a request that it might 
be added to the fund, — which was accepted, and a respeclfal 
letter addressed to the donor therefor. 

The committee appointed to select an orator for the Trien- 
nial Festival, reported in favor of the vice-president. The 
report was accepted by the government, and a committee was 
appointed to inform that oflicer of the appointment. No re- 
port from this committee appears on the record. At the gov- 
ernment meeting, September 24, John Fairbanks, a newly 
admitted member, was chosen to deliver the address, and ac- 
cepted the appointment. 

A committee of arrangements for the festival was appoint- 
ed at the quarterly meeting in September, consisting of the 
government and the following members, viz: — Jonathan 
Hunewell, John Cotton, Samuel Curtis, John Tuckerman, 
Joseph Badger, Benjamin Darling, Joseph Batson, James 
Cutler, David Francis, and James B. Marston. The commit- 
tee held its first meeting, September 30, and was arranged 
into sub-committees, to provide a dinner, to present invtta- 

• Fnncii Wright became > member of ihe auocialion in Marrli, ISOO, WM elected 
ill Ireuurer in ISUl, anJ terved BO'eptsbly in IhBl cipaeily tevea yuN. He wai, by 
Inde.Rlobauconuit, niirj wu oonncirlBd in Ihsl biuinesi with General Simon Eliot. 
He held, uailer ihe aulhi>riiy or Ihe coniniDnweatlh. lbs oAices or intpector or lobacoo, 
■nd ii»|i«cior of buiier aud lard. By tbe votes o[ hit rellow-lownsinea, be hekl Ihe 
oHlcea of lOloclraiii ind fire-ward. He wan a deacon of the church in Fcderal-Wrecl, 
In oonncclion with three of ilo paalora, vis. Rev, Jeremy Betlinap. Rev John S, Pop- 
bin, anil Rev. William E. Channing. He died June 1, 1813, eged Sfi. At a meeting of 
the aeleclmen, on (ha da; auceeedlug hii death, it wu voied, *■ a lesliinony of retpMt 
to the memory of Iheir deceued aatociale at the board, to attend hia luneml, ■nd to 
request the attendance alto ofllie Oveneera of the Poor. Ibe School Comroillee, IbB 
Board of Health, Ihs Fire-wardi, and sU olher town office™. The nierobera of ilu 
•aaociation generally also attended the liinenl, " We have leldom. (mkl Ihe editor of 
Ihe Coiumbian Ccniinel,) recorded the death of a fellow- ciliien, who lived more bo- 
loved and reapeuled ia all the walki of life, and who bo* died more ainoereljr rcgwiled 
by all who knew him, tbaa Deacon Wright." 
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:, to invite a chaplain, to prepare toasts 



, Faneail 



tions, to provide mi 
aud ?ongs, &e. Si,c. 

The annaal meeting, December 17, was held : 
Hall. 

The appropriate committee made a detailed report of the 
receipts aud expenditures during the year, and of the state 
of the funds; from which it appears that the property of the 
association, in bank slock, United States slock, cash in the 
treasnrer's hands, and assessments ($531 62j) due from mem- 
bers, amounted to Five thousand three hundred and ninety-six 
dollars and sixty-seven and a ha/f cents. 

The committee recommended " That, at this indement 
season of the year, when from the peculiar situation of our 
country, many of our industrious brethren are deprived of 

their usual employments, that the sum of dollars 

ought to be distributed to the necessitous of the association." 
The report was unanimously accepted, and the blank ordered 
to be filled with the words "Two hundred." 

The election of officers being in order, Mr. Messinger, the 
vice-president, and Mr, Renouf, the secretary, respectively de- 
clined a re-election. The following were then chosen, viz : — 

Joseph Lovering, Treasurtr. 

Joseph T. Buckinghum, Snritary. 
Gerry Fairbanks, 
John Doggell, 
John Tucltennan, 



I 



Benjamin Russeli, Prttidcnt. 

John Cotton, Vict-Pruidmi. 
Gedney King, 
Benjamin Clark, 
Jesse Mayo, 
Samuel Hichborn, jun 
Jonathan Huirington, 



James B. Mars Ion, 

Trutleet. 



Twelve members were added to the association this year, 
viz: — 



Jolm Fairbanks Clook-maker. 
Caleb Hartshorn, Halter. 

Elea/er Nichols, Housewright. 
George Domett, Saddler, 
Francis Barrett, Chaise-maker. 



Joahtu Cofttei, Cabinet -Maker. 
Stephen Dutch, Watch-maker. 
JoehuB James, Watch-maker. 
William Loring, Cooper, 
Johnson Brown, Jeweler, 
Joeialt Siders, Saddler. 

At the conclusion of the ordinary business of the meeting, 
Capt Gerry Fairbanks, as chief marshal, assisted by eight 
subordinates, formed a procession, and proceeded to the meet- 
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ing-bouse iti Chagncey-plaoe, — the standard of the society 
beiiifr borne by Captain Gedney King. Tbe services faera 
consisted of sacred muRJc by the " Lock Hospital Society," 
prayers by the Rev. Mr. Holley, and an address by John 
Fairbanks, Eaq. * The dinner which succeeded waa at Con* 

iiiled Ibal hi* object woaid 

man niliid. — and abow bow mechanical io^ 01111; baa miilliplied Ihe blFiMUg* of lilit, 
oiTiliUHl manlind, given power (olha weak, preaerved and lOarnHl locielT, inliodiKed 
mional lil-eny, and enabled man 10 live 11 becumet ihe digniiy of his nalure :" uid he 
performed hta aeir-preacribed task wilh a> mnch fullness bj Ihe lime nuiBlly illotied le 
■Doralion, permilted. Though chiDSir narrative, il wai nol winling inlhoaa rbelorinl 
emballiibmealB which are aiwagri atiiaclive in a popular di»cour>e. ll was wnliee 
and delivered a few monib* aAer the decldralion of war agamtl Greal Britain in IMS, - 
a meaaure thai was deeply obniiiiaii« lo reinoaeh and eciimre from the Federal Ji»r\<f, 
— and bad afew poMiicalatluiionalbal were not leliahed by aome of,lhe memben. 
The concUiding paragiaph>, — addreaied especially to Ihe meiubera of Ihe aiiocia- 

" Gentlemen, inember* of the MassacbnseltB Charilabla Mechanic Aaeocialioo, iba 
objeoiof your initilulion i* truly honorable and worthy of imilalioa. To nend imme- 
diale pecuniary aisislance to the family of a deceaaed member it an improvement in 
tbe principles of bumaniiy ; and le adminblering a oonsobilion, which the wortd . tlMngb 
ready enough to take away, ia achloni willing to giva. In tbi* rociely you (egulale Iha 
eonceru of your occupations, form valuable acquaintanoea, and inlercbange many of 
the endearing cbarilie* of life. The view we bare taken of the condition of mankind 
M diSisrenl periodi of Ibe worid ibowi, thai civiliialion aod true glory advaacc wilh 
the impruvementt in the arta ; and that, Consequently, the mgenioua mechanic hold* 

" Thefe consideration* will itlmulala your eiertioni in Ihe discharge of yourdiitiei 
na mechanics ; and na cilixena of the only free republic on earth, whose independent 
oug^t not 10 suHer a dependence on foreign manufactures for tbe necessary an icles of 
life. As in Europe, so here, the gentleman and scholar shoald cnnsider bis education 
incomplele, wilh out a knowledge of Ihe tiiechanic arls : and until he bad randeie^l 
himself a profioienl nrtUt in some of their useful branches. Thia union of Iheory aail 
practice ia neceeaary lo the perfection of mechanical operationa. 

" America now opena a wide field for ingenuity and enterpriie. where the imagina- 
lion ranges for cenluriea lo come, and conlemplalea wilh aniiely the expectatiooi 
posleriiy will have a right [0 form of tbe years succeeding the glunous era of Wuh- 
inglon. Like him Ibey expect governmenl wdl protect commerce and enoouiage iha 
Diecbanlc arta, a* these will liett reward the farmer for his labors : For Ihe aaerifioeof 
one of ibese branches of induilry will inevitably niin the prosperity of ihe other. Of 
this rulen should be iwnvinced without making Ihe riperiment. Their viawa abaaid 
DOIbe local, but ahonid embrace Ibe whole community, penetrale futurity, and calcu- 
late what Ihe eOects of their measure* will be for axes lo cume— when America ahall 
count her fidy millions of people— and Meiico perhaps be the seal of a mighty empire, 
and a canal through ibe isthmus of Darien, connecting Ihe Atlantic and Pacific oeeaDi, 
make her porta the emporium of tbe whole world. 

" What ought now 10 be done lo make Ibis age wonliy of remembrance t*«i. ? Dis- 
card ihe pitiful party politics of Ihe da^, which make enemies of [hose who oug4it lo be 
fnend*, Deslroy your undue alLachmenu and prejudice! lo foreign natiooa, or tbay 
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Cert Hall, and was accompanied, as nsual, with toasta, songs, 
tpeechcs, and sentimente. 

At a special meeting of the government, Decembnr 23, a 
eommittee was appointed to procure the printing of Three 
hundred copies of Mr. Fairbanks'n address. 

It was also voted, "that a committee of the government, 
to constat of three members, one residing near the centre of 
the town and one at each extremity, be appointed to receive 
and examine applications from indigent members for relief, 
and to draw on the treasurer for such suras, not exceeding 
Ten dollars to any one applicant, in favor of such persons an 
they shall (hiiik proper, — not to exceed Two hundred dollars 
in the whole sum drawn for." John Cotton, Gedney King, 
ind Gerry Fairbanks were appointed on this committee, — 
the style of which was ordered to be "The committee of 
Klief." 

Another vote of the government instracted the secretary 
to assess Two dollars on each and every member of the asso* 
ciation, who did not join in the recent celebration and pay 
%>r fats ticket of admission, agreeably to the constitution, — 



will deatroy yoa. The rriendfhip of France bus already dona yon man injury ih an 
'ibe opCD bcwlility at ERglanil. Y», Franoe prmenU lo your lips Ihe poisoned cup at 
b»BBtetion, My«,"ihe dearly loTH you," Iries lo malLe you believe il, pii-ki your 
>oekel before your faoe, xitea like an arlful courleun leive« you in diagrace, Ihe 
•bjecl of your own coolempl, loo much wsalmned lo fight your open <neuiy wilh 

" Any then wilb Ihi* »otenin mockery a< your naliou'i riglila. Al once prefer lo 
fcll. if &1I you muil, by ihe iword of an open eneoiy ihan by Ibe prelended friendBhip 
of one Ihal la aeerel. Like a band of brolhera unilc. lellhe wiseiland bri^lilesl amonR 
jroo, inalead of ihe ignora'U and tiricted, guide and direcl your energiei : Heaven will 

-then pnMper your waya ; iind you will have nolhlng lo fear ro long ai ibree IhoUHnd 
■uleaof ooean roll between you and Ihe tenled fleld* of Europe. 

■* Commerce you will have, because il is your birlhrighl, and niU)l be ihe Inheriunce 
•f your ebildren. Manufacturea and the ana musl douriah, for ibe genius of America 

.detDSBil* il lo render Ihe people independeni by iheir own Indiialry. 

"Skillful workmen, in wiadom unite, and again build up ihe walls of your polineat 
Jieranleai, thai (action, folly, and weaknets may no longer find an entrance into Ihe 

'MertA lemple of your freedom ; nor again pollule ihe atiara of your p«liiical religion. 
tThen shall Ibc daugblen • of the American Zion I ahcui in aonga of joy ; for tichold 
Ihe days of your Warhingion will reiorn lo cheer Ihe land wiib peace and projperiiy ; 
•nd make unborn millioni wilh graiilude remember the happinesa you prepared for 

4heni. — Hail golden years, again begin, and never, never ceaae lo rulll" 
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and tbat he employ the messenger to collect it. This measure 
of the government produced much dissatisfaction among the 
members who were snbjected to its operation. Some of them 
exhibited their resentment by withdrawing their membership. 
Ill some cases the assessment was remitted, on the represent- 
atiou of sufficient or suitable cause for the neglect of a plain 
and positive provision of the constitution. 



18 13. 

The records of the government exhibit evidence of great 
devotion to the interests of the association. Decisive mea- 
sures were adopted to collect over-due assessments, — to purge 
the body of unworthy and refractory members, — to afford re- 
lief to such as were in need, — and to increase and protect 
the funds. The arrearages of several members were remitted 
on account of their inability to pay. The names of two were 
erased for refusing to comply with the requisitions of the 
constitution concerning their admission, and several others 
were stricken from the hooks on account of long and unac- 
counted-for neglect A new messenger (Nathaniel Emmes, 
sen.) was appointed in place of Moses Thayer, who had 
served the society in that capacity for fifteen years, and had 
become incapacitated by age and infirmity for further service. 
The committee of relief distributed about Seventy dollars to 
applicants for charity. It does not appear tbat any draft was 
made on the funeral fund during the year. 

That clause of the constitution, which provides tbat the 
expenses of the triennial festival shall be defrayed by an 
assessment on all the members, proved to be a cause of great 
dissatisfaction with many of the members, and was some- 
times met with an obstinate refusal to pay. At the annual 
meeting in December, the refusal of cerfain members to pay 
was taken up, and discussed with some asperity; but a vote 
was passed by a large majorily, requesting "the government 
to compel the payment of the assessment in such cases as 
they may judge expedient." 




An order was passed directing the printing of three 
dred copies of the constitution, with a revised cataiogui 
the officers and members attached thereto, and that each 
member be entitled to a copy, paying therefor twelve and a 
half cents. 

The report of the committee on the secretary and treasurer's 
accounts, prepared by Messrs. John Doggett, Jesse Mayo, and 
Jonathan Harrington, presented the following aggregates, viz: 
Collected by the secretary, for the general fund, . . . 8557 67J 
" " for ihe funeral fund, ... 172 \2j, 

Receired from G. Blanchard, a douation, .... 5 00 



The amount pused into the treasurer's hands in the course 

of the year, was SI, 409 89 

From which he paid out on warrants, .... 1,352 63 

Aad had a balance remaining of SS7 ST 

By instructions from the government, the treasurer had bor- 
rowed, from the funeral fund, Four hundred dollars, to pay 
installments on the shares in the State Bank. 

It does not appear that any subscriber to the funeral fund 
died this year. 

With the concurrence of the government, the secretary had 
made great ctertion to obtain subscriptions to the funeral 
fund, from the members who had not already become sub- 
scribers thereto. In the course of the year he had obtained 
the sobscriptions of sixteen. It was desirable that all the 
members should become subscribers to this fund, in order 
that it might be incorporated with the genera! fund, and thus 
relieve both the secretary and treasurer from the necessity of 
keeping two separate accounts. 

The officers for the succeeding year were chosen, as fol- 
lows: — 

Benjamin Russell, President. Joseph Lorering, Treasurer. 
John ColtoD, yUe-PTtndenl. Joseph T. Buekingham,S(cre[ary. 
Samuel Hichbom, Jamea B. Marslon, 

Jonathan Harringlon, William Harria, 

Gerry Fairbanks, David Francis, 

John Daggett, 
Jobo Tuckerroan, 
17 
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Messrs. John Cotton, Gerry Fairbanks, Gedney King, 
Christopher Smith, and Job Drew, were chosen a committee 
of relief, with power to distribute Two hundred dollars, 
to such members as they should deem proper subjects for 
charity. 

Nine candidates were admitted : — 



Chailps C. Nichols, Tailor. 
William Goodwin, Bookbinder. 
Nathaniel EmmoD», Guusmilh, 
Nathaniel Emmons, jun. Gunamitii. 
Thomas Kowe, Printer. 



Benjatnin Tnie, Printer. 
Jacob Todd, Baker. 
John Kreuger, UameM-maker. 
James Adams. 



18 14. 

The appointment of the proper committees, for the year, 
remission of dues, and projects for collecting outstanding as- 
eessments, occupied, as usual, the first meeting of the govern- 
ment. 

Certain gentlemen in Boston had petitioned the Legisla- 
ture for a bank charter, and, — supposing that the influence of 
the mechanic interest, if enlisted in their behalf, might be 
useful in aid of their project, — had passed the following vote, 
which the president of the association communicated to the 
government, at a special meeting, January 27 : — 

" Voted, nnanimouBly, that Two thousand shan*» of the capital stock 
be placed al the disposal of the Mechanic Association, to be disposed of 
bj them to the me<^hanics of ihe town of Boston, &c. in such manner u 
the ofiicerH of that assaciaiion may deem advisable." 

After explanation and deliberation, the government voted 
to accept of the disposal of the shares, agreeably to the vote 
of the petitioners; and also that the president be requested 
to procure from the said petitioners, one or two thousand 
shares in addition to those already ofiered, 

The secretary reminded ihe government that the limited 
period for which (he association was incorporated, had nearly 
expired; and a committee was appointed to apply to the 
Legislature for a renewal of the charter. The committee per- 
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formed the service, and obtained an extension of the charter 
for ten years after the expiration of its present term. 

Another special meeting of the government was held on 
the 3lBt of January. The president reported that he had not 
succeeded in his exertions to procure any additional shares in 
the Manufacturers and Mechanics Bank. The treaaurer was 
directed to subscribe for Two hundred shares in behalf of the 
association; and he was authorized to deposite any of the 
stocks belonging to the association in any of the banks in 
Boston, to enable him to pay the first installment on the 
shares iu the new bank. 

A committee, consisting of the treasurer, the secretary, and 
Gerry Fairbanks, was appointed to receive the subscriptions 
of the members, individually, for such number of shares as 
each might wish to take. 

At the regular government meeting, February 9, Bcversl 
subjecls of a temporary character were discussed, and referred 
for definite action to future meetings. At the special request 
of a member, his dues were remitted, and his name erased 
from the books. The committee which had in charge the 
subscriptions for the bank shares reported progress. 

There were, at this time, but four banks in Boston, — the 
Massachusetts, the Union, the Boston, and the State, — and 
there was a great struggle to obtain shares in the new one. 
As it had been decided by the government to dispose of their 
Two thousand shares to none but members of the associa- 
tion, applications for membership became numerous, and 
somewhat pressing. The government, therefore, after special 
meetings to examine the claims of candidates, pn the 16th 
and 17th of February, called a special meeting of the asso- 
ciation on the 19th, for the purpose of balloting, when forty- 
five candidates were admitted ; most of whom were induced 
to join the association for the privilege of taking shares in 
the new bank, and several of them withdrew their member- 
ship in the course of two or three years. 

On the'subject of delinquent members, the committee hav- 
ing the matter in charge, submitted to the quarterly meeting 
in March the following reports by their chairman, Mr. Gerry 
Fairbanks, viz : — 



^ 
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. ..." That, is acconlancB wilh that benevoleuce and cbuity 
which are the fundamenlal principlea of our institution, erery indulgence 
■hould be given to Ihwie members of il, who are rendeied by misfortune 
unable to p»y their very motlerote aBMsemenlB. Their just pride and 
their feelinc:s should ba reiipected with tlie most BcrvpulouB care. To 
BUch, on reprenentalion of their case, either personally or by iteir iriends, 
the govemment uie authorized to remit arrearages, and, if necessary,. 
grant other relief. From vrunt of this application, asseBsments have re- 
mained undiachargod from year to year, until tlie sums have become 
comparatively larjre, and the unfortunate and the negligent have become 
confounded loc^ttier, — for the goTemmenI, in some instancea. have been 
unable to diBtingiiish between them. But while the aasocialion discharges 
with fidelity its duty towards its members, it expects them in rotum to do 
theirs; — among which a punctual payment of assessments is a very 
prominent one ; and in order lo distinguish between the negligent and 
the unfortunate, the committee submit the following vote, vii: — 

....'■ That if any member of the society shall neglect to pay his 
assessments for eight quarters, or make a represeniftiion of his inability so 
to do, it shall be the duty of the president to direct the secretary to notify 
such delinquent, by letter or otherwise, thai, unless within thirty dayt he 
shall pay his arrearages or represent his inability to do so, his name will 
be erased from the books ; audit shall be the duly of the govenuneni, 
annually, to remit the dues of members unable to pay, whose patticular 
cases may be represented to them." 

In purauance of this vote, the arrearagea of fifteen meni- 
bers, amounting in all to Eighty-eight dollars and seventy- 
eight cents, were remitted, thirteen of whom were voted to be 
no longer members. The accounts of fifteen other members 
were placed in the hands of the committee, to be disposed of 
according to their judgement. The committee were autfaorized 
to employ a solicitor, and appointed John Fairbanks, Esq. to 
that office. Several bills were placed in his hands for collec- 
tion, one of which was put in suit, and the suit afterwards 
withdrawn on the delinquent promising to pay the cost 
From two of the delinquents the solicitor collected the amount 
of their arrearages. Against one other an execution was is- 
sued, — which, it is believed, was never enforced. 

Some of the stocks were sold by a committee, in order to 
meet the installments on the shares in the ManufaAurera and 
Mechanics Bank. The treasurer reported (as recapitulated 
by the auditing committee at the annual meeting, December 
15,) that the property of the association then consisted of 
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One handred shateB in the Manulacturera and Mechai 

Bank, on which SSO a. share had been paid, 
Bal&nce in treasurer's hands, of general fund, 

" " of funeral fund, 

" " permanent fund, 

United Stales six per oenl. stock, . 

S5,880 701 
n he had received from the secretary, for a«ee«H- 
3 fees, certificates, fealival tickets, address, 

SS96 67 

There was then due to the general fund, an aggregate amount 
of Three hundred and seventy-seven dollars and Ihirty-iiine 
cents, which, with Forty-five dollars unexpended by the 
fonuniltee of relief, made up tlte sum of ... . 86,303 II 

A vote of the government, that the assessments in favor of 
tlie funeral fund should thereafter be Twenty-five cents, was 
ratiGed by the association. 

Nathaniel Heard, cordwainer, died near the beginning of 
the year, and being a single man, having neither widow nor 
children, it became a question to whom the claim of Forty 
dollars on the funeral fund should be paid. A letter, repre- 
senting the facts in the case was transmitted to the secretary, 
by John Heard, 3d, in whose family the deceased member 
was a boarder at the time of his death. The subject was re- 
ferred to a committee, whose report will appear in the annals 
of the succeeding year. Only one draft on the funeral fund 
had been made, during the year, which was in favor of the 
widow of John Fairbanks.* 



He wu horn in GraAon, Mau. AagaU 
a reipeolahle fann«r. The »on nceived 
alive Iowa aflunlEi), and a year'* luilioB 






• Mr. Fiirhanka died Nnvomber 30, tSI4. 
13, 1777. Hu falher, liaiab Faitbanka, vraa 
■II ibr advBnlB^ei whifli ihe ichwlt or hii n 
« Itie acadeniy in PnuninghBm. Early ia lift 
•Don aAer Inring the academy, to g-nlify his 

■wilb Simon WJIIard of Bo»lon, Ihe celebraliid clock-maker of Ihal lime. Al Ibe ex- 
piralioii of his npprenticCAbip, in 1799. he bnil Tully prepared himieir for BdmiuiDn lo 
Harvard college. He preianted hEmieirror Eiaminatioa and wai Bdmiited. tie was 
• &itbful stiidenl, and puraueil wilb UDremilliDg induelry the study ormecbanici, as a 
acience. He grajualed in IW% wilh a claM which embmced an uncommon numlier 
of cmlnenl scholars. The eipenses of his education al college he psid from ibe pro. 
duel of bis labor al repairing and making clucks, and in oiher branches o( mechanical 

coune of college slurlie*. In 1S03 he invented ihe " Cyliodrical Paper-Ruling Ma. 
chine," Jbr which be obluoed ■ patent. In Ibii year, too, he mirned, and commenced 
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The bosineas of the year was closed by the election of tbe 
following otBcers, viz: — 



Benjamin Russell, Prttidtitt. 
John Collon, Vice- Pre fvitnt. 

John Doggelt, 
John Tuckerraaa, 
James B. Maraloa, 
Willi am Harrisj 
Dbtii] FraDci?, 




Joseph Lovering, Treasurer. 
Joseph T. Buckingham, Stcrtlary. 

Isaiah Atkina, 

Joseph Jones, 

Isaac Harris, 

Winslffw Lewis, 

Trusites. 



Committee of Rtlief : — John CoHon, John TuckermaHj Gedney King, 
Ciirislopher Smith, and Job Drew. 

Members admitted : — 

Ebenezer T. Andrews, PrinlBr. 
Thomas Furber, Printer. 
Edmund Munroe, Printer. 
John Pickens, Printer. 
Benjamin Loring, Bookbinder. 
Josiah Lortn^, Bookbinder. 
Thomas Bradlee, Bookbinder. 



Daniel Slunroe, Jeweler. 
Samuel Davis, Jeweler. 
Samuel Kdes, Baker. 
John Dodd, Tobacconist. 
George Archbald, Cabinel -maker 
Benjamin Ba-w, Cabinet-maker. 
James Barker, Cabinet-maker. 



the study oflaw in the oiHob of Benjamip Whttroaa, Em|. — Irusiing, in the nwis 
lime, lo bis industry and ingenuity in the clot: If -making buainesi Turthe paymenl oTliii 
perMMl expenses and tlie »i|ipart of his Tiniily. la Itm ha wis tiliiiitled lo lbs liar, 
opened an o&<te, Bnil oliUin«<d « reipectable sfaam of bi»in«s, traiiMoted chiiifl]r m 
the odice, and in cues involving paieni rrgh's. Wben law did not occupy his whola 

duels of hi* mechanical ingvouily were a machine for culling shoe pegs, whicfa proved 
iiMful lu thoae engaged in lbs production of ihal article, anil whiub is Mill in Die : — 
and aBailranomical clock, ( valued by him at FivB hundred dullats,} now (lbS3} msnuit 
at the store of Me»n. Joaei, Poor, ic Ball. Models of machtnes for beadiag col- 
naila, and Cur (pinning and weaving, were led at bis dealh. The ruling macbiae has 
been said to have " done more for the EncDuragement oi paper-making [paper of a 
oerlaia quality must be tneanl] itaan any other invenlion." The siallalic* of iocoma 
from ihii iovention are not easily lo he obtained ; but it is said, by those who have the 
best means of knowing, thai ii is not less than Five Ihourand dollan a year. Mr. 
Fairbanks waa a' member of the Masonic fialemity. and, both within and wilhoul the 
pale of that asaociilion, was esteemed as an hunorabie, upright and benevolent mall. 
He wu also a military man, and held the rank of capiain in the militia- He Was quits 
Velehiated as a drill officer ; and, but a few weelu previous to his death, — wbco it 
was thought neecsrary lo prepare tbe militia to meet and repel any attack that migU 
be made by the Brilisb farces on the aoil of Massac husetta, — he was almoal daily en- 
gaged in exerciiing various compnnies in miliury Uctioa. " In passing from liicraiure 
lo mo'.-hanii-*, his superior mind did not daeend. So much inlellecl wni blended widi 
corporeal lalior. that, in him. the ail partook of science, and the ingenuity of the o«a- 
trivaiice gnve character lo the work " Panting with ialense desire for ihe aiuuninenl 
of knowledge, be uever liml nor rviled in iha pursuit, but bU the " tuling paaaiaa 
Strang in deiih." 
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Hackman, Cabinet-maker. 

ilda, Sailmaker. 

CurtiB, Cloclc-dial-manufac- 

rillord, j'un. Clock-maker, 
el Munroe, Concord, Clock- 
Jones, Watch-maker. 
Saker, Roiburj-, Currier. 
Panen, Currier. 
Crafts, Saddler. 
i. Read, Saddler. 
Bugbee, Hairdresser, 
•oke, Tailor. 
Clapp, Tailor. 
Kendall, Tailor. 
Fay, Distiller. 
axon, Edge-Iool-maker. 
Huling«, Newlon, Slone- 

Hughea, Halter. 
[end ley, Tinplate- worker. 
Jackson, Tallow-chandler. 



Gporsp Jackson, Tallow- Chandler. 

Winslow Lewis, Manufacturer of 
niiuninalors. 

Charles Miller, Roxbur^', Carver and 
Gilder. 

Elisha Penniman. Pin -manufacturer. 

Samuel Reeves, Drug^al. 

Paul Spear, jun. Druggist. 

Jeremiah P. Smith, Roxbury, Paint- 
er and Glazier. 

Samuel S. Williams, Roxbury, Car- 
ver and Gilder. 

Daniel Perry, Bridgewaler, Cotton- 
manufacturer. 

Rolun Hartshorn, Carpenter. 

Daniel Wise, Boot-and-Shoe-maker. 

Josiah Bishee, Jeweler. 

Jonathan Williams, Leather-dresser. 

Clark Brewer, Tobacconist. 

Eraslus A. Lord, Bookbinder. 

Samuel Bell, Bricklayer. 

Joseph S, Hastings, Porcelain-man- 
ufacturer. 



p 1815. 

committee to whom had been referred the article of 
istitution concerning appropriations from the funeral 
id the letter of Mr. J. Heard, reported that the second 
of the article concerning the funds should be so 
;d as to read thus : — " Whenever a subscriber to the 
es, it shall be the duty of the president, vice-president' 
o traetees, to notify and direct the treasurer to pay to 
Effir, the familif, or the legal represeiUatii-e of the dc- 
subscriber, Forty dollars, to be accompanied with a 
f condolence; and where there is no widow, family, or 
ipresentative, then to the person or persons, who shall 
ike to conduct the funeral of the deceased." The re- 
IS accepted by the government, and afterwards ratified 
seting of the association. 



I 
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Another attempt was made to expunge from the constitn- 
lion Ihat provision which makes it imperative that there shall 
be a public festival every third year. It was referred lo a 
committee of nine members, — William Harris, Jonathan 
Haneweli, Henry Purkitt, John Cotton, John TDckerinan, 
Daniel Mcssinger, Gerry Fairbanks, Oliver Johonnot, and 
James Phillips. Some months after their appointment, the 
committee reported, that it was inexpedient to make any al- 
teration in the article ; — and their report was accepted. 

The arrearages of several members were remitted. The 
names of three delinquents were expunged from the catalogne 
of members. 

A committee appointed to select a person to deliver an 
address at the next triennial festival, made choice of the 
secretary, who consented to perform that service. 

A committee of arrangements for the festival was appoint- 
ed at the quarterly meeting in September, consisting of the 
government and ten other members, viz. Jonathan Hunewcll, 
Daniel Mcssinger, Henry Purkitt, Gerry Fairbanks, Thomas 
Howe, Oliver Johonnot, Gedney King, Thomas Wells, Sam- 
uel Tuttle, and Samuel Hichborn, jun. 

The treasurer called the attention of the government to the 
funds. He remarked, " if the three funds could be consoli- 
dated in one, the labor of the secretary and treasurer, in keep- 
ing accounts, would be greatly lessened, and the association 
be materially benefited ; — that the money received from time 
to time might be invested in seven per cent stock : and, if 
money were at any time wanted for contingencies, it might 
be obtained at six per cent." The president said, — " Accord- 
ing to the constitution, the funeral fund could not be united 
to the general fund, till all the original members had become 
subscribers thereto." On recurring to the books, it appeared 
that there were twenty-six who had never so subscribed. Of 
these it appeared that five had been for a long time delin- 
quent, and their names were ordered to be erased. It was 
then voted, Ihat the members of the government should make 
personal application to the others and solicit their subscrip- 
tion, in order to efTect so desirable and beneficial an object as 
the incorporation of the three funds into one. 



CHARITABLS HSCBANtO ASSOOtATION. 



197 



At the last meeting of the government, previous to the fes- 
tival, the president informed the government that he had a 
letter from a member of the assoeiation, requesting that tick- 
eta for the dinner might be sent to all such of the brethren as 
should find it inconvenient to pay the usual assessment there- 
for, and that the bill be sent to him for payment, — "in order 
that he might have the pleasure of seeing every member par* 
ticipate in the enjoyment of the occasion," The request was 
granted and a suitable acknowledgement returned to the ben- 
efactor, who was presumed to be Mr. Hunewell, 

The treasurer then slated that he had been requested by 
another member (name not communicated) to make a similar 
proposal. The object having been anticipated, the treaaurer 
was requested to present the thanks of the government to bis 
friend, and state to him the reasons for not accepting his 
generous offer, 

At the same meeting, at the request of the secretary, 
Thomas Wellu was appointed assistant secretary for the ap- 
proaching annual meeting. 

The first business, as usual, at the annual meeting, was the 
presentation of the report of the auditing committee on the 
secretary and treasurer's accounts. The details of the report 
are numerous and minute, and represent the property of the 
association, consisting of bank and United States stock, cash 
on hand, and debts due from members, as amounting to Six 
thousand six hundred and twenty-five dollars and twenty-four 
cents. The sums paid out from the general fund, for various 
contingent expenses, and to refund the sum formerly borrowed 
from the funeral fund, amounted to more than Six hundred 
dollars. From the funeral fund there had been paid to the 
administrator of Nathaniel Heard, and to the widows of 
Timothy Green, Nathan Pratt, Thomas K, Emery, and Jonas 
Cbilds, (members deceased during the year,) Forty dollars 
each, making in the whole Two hundred dollars. 

Eleven candidates were admitted to membership during 
the year : — 

Williun Badger, BrasB-fouader. OKver Downing, Housewrigbt 

Aupistiu 0. Barton, Housewrigttt. Eldad Brown, Housewrighl. 
18 
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Joseph Nuh, S&Umaker. Edward Aduns, Ropemaker. 

John Creep, jun. Painter. John Daniel, Whip-maker. 

Jamea Barry, jun, Cuoper. Surau el Adams, Tiu-plale -worker 
Aab Bugbee, Painter and Glaxier. 



Officera elected for the next year:- 



Joseph LoTerinp, Truuvrer. 
Joseph T. BuokiDgbam, Sterttary. 
Winslow Lewis, 
Elijah Mean, 
Joseph Milner, 
Edward Gray, 

Tnutm. 
Clark, Chrialopher Smith, and 



Benjarain RLisaetl, Prt$idenl. 
John Cotton, Vice-President. 
William Harris, 
David Francis, 
haiah Atkins, 
Joseph Jones, 
Isaac Harris, 
John Cotton, Ohver Johonnot, Benji 
Job Diew, — Commillce of Relief. 

The committee of arrangements held four meetings pre- 
vious to the festival to make the necessary preparations. 
The order of their proceeding was not essentially difTerent 
&om that adopted on former similar occasions. The number 
of gentlemen invited to join in the celebration was laT^;;$r 
than had been customary, as will be seen. They were, Hi« 
Excellency Caleb Strong, Governor ; His Honor William 
PhillipA, Lieutenant-Governor ; Hon, John Pliillips, President 
of the Senate ; Hon. Timothy Bigelow, Speaker of the Honse 
of Hepresentatives; Chief Justice Parker; Judges Story and 
Davis, of the United States Court ; James Prince, District Mar- 
shal; Judges Otis and Dawes, of the Boston Common Pleas and 
Municipal Courts; the Board of Selectmen and Town Clerk; 
the President of the Board of Health ; Rev, Messrs. Freeman, 
Channing, Sharp, and Frothingham; Messrs. William Gray, 
Israel Thorndike, James Perkins, and John Coffin Jones, of 
the mercantile interest; Hon. Artemas Ward, Representative 
in Congress; Brigadier- General Arnold Welles, and his Staff, 
Majors L. M. Sargeant and William Shimmin ; Major-Gen- 
eral Ripley, and Staff, of the United States Army; Commo- 
dores Hull, Bainbridge, and Chauncey, and Captains Jones, 
Morris, Sinclair, and Ridgely, of the United States Navy; 
Henry A. S. Dearborn, Collector of the Port ; and Amos Bin- 
ney, Navy Agent. Most of this formidable array of guests 
attended the celebration. 
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The public services connected with the festival were per- 
formed at the meeting-house in Channcey-plaee, and consist- 
ed of hymns by the choir, prayers, and lesusoiia from scripture, 
by Rev. N. L. Frothingham, an address by J, T. Buckingham, 
and an ode written for the occasion, by Mr. James Ellison.' 



When Fancy, brighl quaeo, in ihis Eail hetJ h*r reiga, 

And Jore on her Ihrune mi in pruud eivvaliuo — 
Tnilh amiril, ■« she heard him divinity clDini, 
For 'iwu An. led by Genius, ihal gave bim erealion. 
Tbvn 10 PhidiBi'« «hrias 
Lei givil Ammoii incline — 
Ttnu the rkiitti encbinlmEnl inncrili'J him divine '. 
Hail, ye «onaof ihe Art»l whose eBurts, eomltin id 
Willi (he vitions of Genius, gave godi lo manldad. 

When bigoted Tyranny Eui«pe enlh railed, 

And Peace, vrhelmed in blood, looked in vain fur defend 
F«ni'l erecWd hi* ihrone — Supuraiilion, appalled. 

Fled the apol which Ihe Vnaa had illamiK] with iu apian 
Kiiaion Iriump bed again — 
Ssiied bar aceplre Hiid rein, 
And Ihe Pauian*, abashed, mov'd agaia in her irain. 
Then reautciunt An eiulled lo find 
That her reign bad commenced villi the reign or ihe mi 



Where the Templea of Pisly n< 



O'er our primeval nighl abed Ifaa tuRlre of day — 
For the Mechaniii'a brovr twine Ihe biiral orihme. 
For Columbia lo him owe* Ihe haii of her name. 

Science, aided by Art, Arcbileclure dei-igned, 

Whence ihe Doric appeared in Ihe loriy-built lower; 
Whole iliafi and whose eapilal show lo mankind, 
Thaemhlenuol'I^leand i lie aymboli of Power. 
Then in order we iiace, 
'Mong Ihe Tair Grecian race, 
The lonte, inclining lo beauty and grace — 
Whoae curvated valnui ibeir beBuliet imparl, 
While ila richly decked bate thews the Iriumph of Art. 

Kor leal Ihe Corinthian, ao aprighily and gay, 
That >bine> in the ball roouii or grace* the palace ; 

Wilb iu Uavn of Aranikut, in aplendid array, 
Tia garlands and cAthAj, ntodiiiiona and cAaJiu — 



140 ANNALS OF THE MASBACUl'SeTTS 

At the close of the festival, the president annonnced the 
receipt of a donation of Fifty dollars from the Hon. William 
Gray, and another of One hundred dollars from HJa Honor 
William Phillips, for the benevolent purposes of the instita- 
tioD. 

The cost of this celebration was something more than 
Seven hundred dollars, the principal part of which was de- 
frayed by the sale of tickets. Three hundred copies of the 
secretary's address were printed, by order of the association, 
and a copy sent to every member, beside the usual number to 
the author and the oHicers. 



Like 


Ihe belle 


whoi 


eallira, 




Decked by 1m 


a, we 


ulmire, 




With /atria ixndfri. 


», « 


libofomu: 


fire — 


With 6>P4i. ■> 










Like Veaui, 


Air queen 


wiib 


bersT.c«. 


■nd davM. 



All hkil> ArcliUneds* ', our patron and guids. 

Thou pupil or Geniiii, and child of Invealioo — 
Who meed, with ±y tivtr, VBil fleeU from Ihe tide, 

And lulled.byihy power, the Blorm of ODDlentioQ. 
Imiuorul 'i Ihy claim 

And (hall live, while iha eanb, Ihaa tanUil nova, hu 
Hark ' again in our cJiine i» the iound of delight, 
And JitduMni chsniH, at il breaks on Ihe aight. 

Blaal Land of our Falben ! bright heireai of fame ' 

The olive of Peace now encircles thy name. 

Thy Hag ride* In triumph the high-H welling ocean, 
'Mid the bleaiinga of peace, 
May ihe Aria alill increase, 
Till Coltimbia shall rival ihe proud dayi of Greece? - 
May ihe Ark of iby Commerce be home lOESoh clime 
And ihe fame of thy Tars bo as lailing as Time '. 

And Thon. mighly Archilecl I Lord of Ihe akiea! 

ThAi Framer ofearlh.and Ihe Arlial of heaven ! 
To Thee let our love am 
By whom were the A 

Who, from ohaolio night, 

Fital called to the lighl 

A Work of perfection, a World of delight — 

And Virtue and Charity lenl from above, 

To bind ui together in Fiiendihip aad liove. 
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A committee was appointed, at the first government meet- 
ing, to see what measures could be adopted for the assistance 
and relief of the families of those who had forfeited their 
membership. A report on the subject was discussed at a 
sabseqnent meeting, and the government voted unanimously 
to submit the following by-law to the association at its next 
quarterly meeting, viz : — 

" Applicntionn for charity, made by the families of penona who have 
been members of ihe association, but have forfeited their claims to the 
[imds thereof. ahcLlI be made to the standing commillee of relief, who 
shall report the situation and clrcumslani^es of the applicanU to the gov- 
ernmenl al its next meeting ; and, if approved by two thirds of the mem- 
bera present, not leas than a quorum, the said commillee shall be author- 
ized to grant relief as in other cases. i'Tovided, koanvr, Thai in CBses of 
extreme distress, the committee be authorized to grant immediate relief, 
not exceeding Fire dollars to any one family," 

This was accepted by the association, March 21, and was 
recorded as one of the standing by-laws of the association; 
in consequence of which several families were immediately 
relieved from distress. 

Suggestions had been made to the president by several 
gentlemen, on the utility of establishing a professorship of 
the mechanic arts, and the aid of the association solicited. 
The subject was referred to the president, vice-president, and 
secretary, to receive, consider, and communicate to the asso- 
ciation any propositions that might be received in regard to 
the subject The matter was discussed by the committee, 
but they received no proposal which seemed to be practicable, 
aud no further action was at that time deemed necessary. 

The attempt to procure the signatures of all the members 
to the funeral fund, was continued, and, at length, was suc- 
cessful. Every member, except one, became a subscriber to 
the fund, and that one signified hia willingness that the fune- 
ral and general funds should be united. Agreeably, there- 
fore, to the constitution, the funds were consolidated; — 



^ 
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a measure of great relief to the secretary and treasarcr in the 
kei'pitig of their accounts. 

At the house of the president, December 14, a special 
meeting of the government was held, and, the secretary being 
aboent, Mr. Francis was appointed lo record the proceedings. 
" The meeting was called in consequence of a letter received 
by the vice-president, as chairman of the committee on ac- 
connts, — from the secretary, stating his present inability to 
pay over to the tfeasurcr the balance of the money received 
by him during the year. Tlie vice-president, and Messrs. 
Harris and Francis were appointed a committee to consult 
with the secretary, and adopt any measures they may deem 
necessary to secure the association against any eventual loss, 
in case the inability of the secretary to pay continued." • 

Mr. Francis was requested to act as secretary tJU one 
should be chosen by the association, 

The report of the committee on accounts, presented at the 
annual meeting, stated that the entire property of the asso- 
ciation consisted of the following items, ' 



Fifly bank share*, 

Seven per cenL slock, 

Six per yenl. stock, 

Cssh on band, 

T. B. Waitft Son's (n 

J. T. Buckingham's n 

J. CalleiMier's note, 

W. Callender^B note, 

John Trask's note, 

ItLtereM due on stocks and bank dividends, 

Due from members, .... 



300 00 
600 00 

86 6S 
150 00 

88 14 
2 83 

10 75 
6 75 

62 97 
433 75 



■js due tram •ecfBWry, w 



• Thii ODDimilles ra|ioned, b1 > mnling on Ibe IBlh at Deuembcr, " Ibal Ihey Ibiind 
was Dot conTenwnl for kim to Kllle inmt- 
ned by Meun. T. B. Wail Si Soni, for One 
hundred and My dallan. on inlereit. bdO Ibe Hcrelary'* nolo for One hundred *nd 
thiny-eigbt iaWan ind (uuneea cenli, tor tbe bnUnce. They Turlher repotl, Ibit wheB 
the UHial Mlary ihiU be granled lo ihe necreury (or hia Krvice* ihe put year, lb* 
balano) due tbe awociatioa wLU be ndnccd lo Nineiy.eight dollar* and IbuMeea 




CHjUUTALLB mtOHANIC U80CUTION. 

(Serahom Spear, Joseph Starr, and James Dawson, sub- 
scribers to the funeral fund, deceased during the year. Five 
members withdrew from the association, and the names of 
three were erased by direction of the government. Eight 
were admitted to membership : — 



Samuel Yendall, Bonl-builder. 
WilUam Bunlictt, Prinler. 
Geofife S. Fairbanks, Baker. 
Enoch Hobart, Tailor- 



Alexander VanneTpr, Cooper. 
Japob Barslow, Cooper. 
Daniel Clapp, Cooper. 
Joseph Alkn, Baker. 



One of these persons had been formerly a member, and his 
name bad been erased from the boolcs on account of delin- 
qacDcy and his dues remitted. The propriety of his re-ad- 
mission was discussed, when it was unanimously voted, that 
notbiDg further be required of him, in a pecuniary way, to re- 
admit him to membership, than the payment of the usual 
feefl. 

The officers for the succeeding year were elected, as fol- 
lows: — 



Benjai 



1 Rnesell, PrtiiJent. Joseph Lovering, Treasurer. 



John Cotion, Viee-Fresidtnl. 

Joseph Jones, 
laaac Harris, 
Wins low Lewia, 
Elijah Meats, 
Joseph Milne r, 



DsTid Francis, Secretary. 
Edward Gray, 
Joab Hum, 
Caleb Harlshom, 
Benjamin T. Wells, 

Truileu. 



The committee of relief of the past year was re-elected. 

It was voted, " that it shall be the duty of the secretary, at 
each monthly meeting of the government, subsequent to each 
quarterly or annual meeting of the association, to furnish the 
government with the account of money received by him, and 
pay the same to the treasurer." * 



* II htd ticM hilherto been Ihn pracli 
■lie irenorer (ualeii applied la by Ihal offlai 
TtiepMngeof (hii vole was obviiniiljr p roarer. 



[he sccrewry to pay o^ 
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18 17. 



The records of this year possess more than common interest 
Six members, namely, Jonathan Kilton, Caswell Beal,* Rich- 
ard Austin, t Moses Thayer, James B. Marston,^ and William 
Breed[| died during the year, and to the family of each the 
treasurer paid the sum of Forty dollars. 

Six members withdrew from the association. Twelve were 
discharged with arrearages remitted. The arrearages of nine 
othera were remitted and they were allowed to retain their 
membership. One hundred and thirty dollars were distributed 
in charity by the committee of relief, and they were author- 
ized to draw on the treasurer for Two hundred more. The 
government voted Twenty dollars to a member who had suf- 
fered a severe loss by tire, — that being the largest sum that 



n BtNiop, Dnd cacried un the but. 
Evu >a iiclive and leHJau* poll lie 
He wu lomewhal inibiliou* of 



•eat Hinghtm— aery 



a ibe Old 3uie-h< 



he 



kiiDolisn, iDil wu a oaplkia in tlie iniliin, 
■nd in eniiga in llie Ancient lad Hononbla Anillery. He died u( conBUmpliOD it 
New-Orleana, vblilier he had gone for the benefit of hii hesllli. 

t RtcuABD AL'Stin inide a coDnidenblc properly in the earl)' pari of bU life bj 
piBctiiing ihe busiaesB of i pewlerer, vbea lba> buaineas wai ■ hicratire braoch of 
mnnufuclure. Bat, about the cominenceineiil of [be preieot cenlury, pewler platien, 
plale>,andapoalu, were pushed out of fashion by China and *ilTer Ware. Probablf 
not miiny of the present reading geaeration have ever Ken the ibtttert of affloeat ciii- 
zena gliiteoing with the roni of dazaling dishes, a ad Ibeir tablsn aparUing wilb Ihe 
genis of well-sooured and brillianl pewter. When bis buames* declined, he Ibrnied a 
copartnerahip, and followed Ihe busiaeas of a broker, which, in the end proved duu* 
troua, owing, il hat been »aid, enlirely to the nnsinanagemenl of hia parU»r. For 
•omeyearahe was aevetely afflicted wilb a disease of the bladder, to remedy which be 
lubmitted to a painful bul inelTeclual operation. He died in 1817, highly mapeeted ai, 
■ mu of honor, honeaty, and liberality, and deeply regrellcd by his frieada and ao- 
qnalntance. The naaal sum paid from Ihe funeral fund wu retained by Un. Autlin, 
and credited to her as a donnlion. 

\ Jamh B M*a»roN made a coaaideraMe figure among militia offlwrs. and rose id 
Ibe tank of captain. He wu, for some years, a partner wiih John Cotton in the paint' 
ing butineaa He died August 33, about forty yeen of age. 

1 WiLLiiK Beeid, at Ihe commencemeDt of the Siege o! Boston, nunaged lo re- 
move bis family from the lawn, but was himaelf detaineil by the British olRcera, sad 
continued Ihe butineat uf baking He accumulated an independent fortune. In ha 
will he bequeathed a legacy of One thouaand duUan to Ihe aasociilion , lo be paid on 
Ihe deceue of hia widow. His portrait wu presented to the associatbn by bis kina- 
man, William W. Clapp, and la now auspended in Ihe Ubiary room of Ibe i 
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the goveri)ment coald grant to one indiviiJual ; the associa- 
tion, at a subsequent meeting, instructed the treasurer to pre- 
sent to the same member the further sura of Thirty dollars. 

An application for a loan of Thirty dollars from the funds 
was referred to a committee of the government, who reported 
that it was inexpedient to grant the request 

The bilia of delinquent members, according to custom, were 
distributed among the members of the government for collec- 
tion. 

In the month of June the President of the United States, 
James Monroe, made a tour through the New-England states. 
Before his arrival in Boston, the members, at their quarterly 
meeting, " deeming it respectful for the association to pay to 
him their regards in a body," — and, as it was uncertain at 
what particular day it might be convenient for him to meet 
them, — it was voted, " That on the third day after his ar- 
rival, the members should assemble at the Exchange Coffee- 
House, and that the secretary give notice of the meeting in 
the public papers." The association accordingly met on the 
fifth of July, but the President was absent on a visit to Bun- 
ker^Hill, and the object of the meeting was defeated. It was 
then voted that the government, with such other members as 
might wish to unite with them, should be a committee to pre- 
sent their respects to the President. At the quarterly meeting 
in September, the president of the association reported "in 
behalf of the government, that, agreeably to the wishes of the 
association, expressed at a former meeting, they had taken 
occasion to wait upon the President of the United States, to 
pay him their respects and to congratulate him upon his visit 
to Boston, which was done on the afternoon of Sunday, the 
6ifa of July, after divine service, it being the only time that 
could be found for the purpose, His Excellency being so per- 
petually engaged; which respects he very cordially received, 
and expressed his thanks for the honor which he said had 
been shown him." 

In November the president, vice-president, and treasurer 
were appointed a committee "to prepare and present to the 
association, at the annual meeting, a report of the state of the 
19 
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lUMeiation, In regard to its foods, domtiomt, Jcc together 
with a bfief atatrntfat of ita design, ^ciih a vierr that the 
nroe may be made poWic,*" The report of this committee, 
made in accordance with the instmction!< of the gorerament, 
at tbe annual meeting in December, wa» accepted aod order- 
ed to be inserted in tbe pablic paper?. It here fc^owB : — 
EXBOSITION. 

Th« amociatioa waM iiutilnted in the year 1T95, and iacorparated b; 
aft of the Legiilalare ia I90S. Dimii^ b lap^<e of aeat a quiuter of a 
cmiory ike beoefito of the aMOcistion b»Te been tested by the mo>l ba^i- 
pjr ■xperimiee. 

The objects of tbe asaocialion, (tarn its otigin, bare been tlu Jifiuia» 
of btntvoUact ; the tnKmragtmtnt of improTtmcnls ia tke eiechaiut artt iW 
manufatlara ; iKi Tneard of fidelity in apprmtiui ; an J tht promoliottof 
felloigtluf and good /tiling among the tutociaiei. 

Tbe firat of ibese objectn ba» always commanded paramount attention. 
Happily for oui rouatry and the association, for many years after their 
inalilutioB, the calls on the charily fund by tbe sons of iodigeace or xai>- 
fortunn were very few. During, however, the three yeais preceding tbe 
last, fftmi the concurrence of a variety of circumstances, ihey bave been 
numerous and beary : but never heavier than the funds of ihe institution 
and the benevulence of the as»ocialion were able and wiUine: to mstun. 
During three yeaia there were bestowed in eitraordinaiy charities, Tlur- 
Urn kundrtd ondfi>r1i/-eight dollars and sixit/ cents. 

Of ibu permaueol charities of the association, one description only need 
be roenliuned. Since its iasiiiuiion, there have been dispensed to tbe 
widows, orphans, or friends of deceased members, no less a sum than 
Eightetn k^mdred and lighty dollari. This relief has always been as deli- 
cately bestowed as it has been timely and consolatory. The bereaved 
widow or relative has never been permitted to seek after it- The momeal 
tbe mortality which occasioned the bereavement has reached tbe Imowl- 
•dge of any member of the association, that member has made it his duly 
to notify the treasurer of the event, and he ha.s immediately repaired lo 
the mansion of mourning, and, with the condoieace of the govemmeni, 
baa presented lo the widow or nearest relative, the consoling relief- 
Thona only who are eye-witnesses of the consolation which this attention 
affords oan duly estimate its value. Anii, to Ihe honor of those, whose 
circumstances did not need the relief, the money has been relumed, with 
a request that it may be added to this peculiar fund of benevolence- 

Amnng the standing ufficcrH of the institution is a Committee of Relief, 
always in activity, and never limited in their benefaction. It is enjoined 
on thom to sock after, as well as to relieve, the sulferinge of all in any 
way connected with the inslituiion ; particularly those whose delicacy 
prevents their intrusion on the coinmittee. 
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The encouragement of im pro vera enta in mechanic arts and manufac- 
tuiea has never been lost HJ^jltl uf by Ihe association ; but the liberality of 
tJtase entitled to premiums have induced Iheni to prefer to seek their re- 
■watd from public patronage than to lessen funds devoled to the relief of 
those to whom God has denied genius, and to the alleviation of the miser- 
ies of the feeble and unfortunate. 

To reward the faithful apprentice, every young mechanic, who dis- 
chai^es his duly aa such with fidelity, ia entitled to a certiflcate, signed 
by the president and vice-president in behalf of the association, recom- 
mending him to the nolire, encouragemeni, proleclion and patronage of 
all persons in all countries where he may aojoum. Numbers of these 
oertiticales have been granted, and It ia slated with pleasure that they 
have been duly accredited in foreign countries as well as in all the Unit- 
ed States, and hare proved highly beneficial lo the bearers of ihem. The 
^vemmeni state with perfect freedom that the concerns of no institution 
are attended with more punctuality and decorum. The meetings of the 
government, montliiy, are invariably held at their tespeotive houses ; 
have always been the aceues of uniform and uninterrupted harmony, 
useful conversation, good fellowship, and reciprocal attention and respect. 
The discharge of the business of the association ia always first in order, 
and is completed in preference lo any other concern, 

The meetings of the association, it is known, are quarterly, when the 
Tery moderate assessmeuts are paid to the funds. Very few expenses are 
incurred, and none but such as are indispensable. The funds have, an- 
nnally, excepting when the calls of charity have been extremely impe- 
rious, gradually though slowly increa.'ied. They now amount to Sevtn 
tkaituutdfour hundred and thirteen dollars arul ttrenty-five cetiti. 

The funds ore in the constant care of the treasurer, are regularly in- 
vested in the most productive stocks; the interest duly drawn and ap- 
plied to the augmentation of the principal. It is gratifying lo the govern- 
ment to add, lliat, in a long succession of treasurers, not a cent has been 
lost to the association by neglect or inattention ; and that the fiscal affairs 
of no institution have ever been attended to with more sedulous fidelity. 

The asaessmenis are cheerfully, and, with few exceptions, punctually 
paid; and the government experience augmented pleasure in finding 
that there are so many who, from the earnings of industry and the savings 
of economy, readily bestow so much for the relief of brethren, whose lot 
has been cast in the valley of penury, and thus express their gratitude 
to Him, whose blessing has enabled them to be the ministers of so much 
good. 

The association has had frequent occasion to acknowledge with grati- 
tude the receipt of numerous liberal donations from their highly respected 
fellow-citizens and associates ; — particularly from some whose beneficent 
hands ate always open to the relief of the children of merit and misfor- 
tnne. During the last year, they have also received and acknowledged a 
vmy liberal bequest of a departed aaaociate. 
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Though the nuraber of the members of the association are respectable, 
WB must still be desirous lo extend its benefits, and iarite the a^oessioo 
of members, who, by honoring themselves, will add honor to the inslilu- 
tion. Application for ndmission can be made lo any member of the go»- 
emment, whose names are annu&lly published, who will attend to them 
with cheerfulness niiti impartiality. 

Bespeclfully subrailled. BENJAMIN RUSSELL. 

Chairman of the Commiilu. 



The officers elected for the succeeding year were : 

Joseph Levering, 7Vbo» 

David Francis. Stcrttary. 

Benjamin T. Wells, 



Benjamin Russell, Freniitent. 
John Cotton, Vict-Prtiident. 
Elijah Mears, 
Joseph Milner, 
Edward Gray, 
Joab Hunt, 
Caleb Hartshorn, 
John Col I on, 
Oliver J oh on not, 
Benjamin Clark, 



Jonalhan Hunewell, 
John Andrews, 
Benjamin Comey, 

TTiuUet. 
Job Drew, 
Peter Mcintosh, 
Ephraim Thayer, 

Cammitlet of Relirf. ^ 



Members admitted during the year: — 

John Hatch, Spectacle -maker. Simon WiUi 

Samuel Hart, Ship-builder. 



18 18. 

The committee of the government, who had been in- 
etructed to consider the expediency of admitting honorary 
members, reported that it was expedient ho to amend the 
constitution as to authorize the admission of such members, — 
" the number at no time to exceed one tenth part of the asso- 
ciation; — that they must receive the approbation of the gov- 
ernment, and be balloted for in the usual manner; — that they 
shall enjoy all the privileges of members, except those of pay 
ing assessments, belonging to the governmenti and having 
claims on the funeral fund; — and that a distinct plate be pro- 
cured for diplomas to honorary members." This report was 
adopted by the association, at a quarterly meeting, and be- 
came a part of the constitution. 
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The funds having been conaolidated, the practice of isBU- 
ing certificates of subscription to the funeral fund was abol- 
ished. 

At the quarterly meeting in June, William Jackson, agree- 
ably to notice previously given, moved that " a portion of the 
funds shoiild be withdrawn from the public stocks and loaned 
to membera, in such sums as should be determined by the as- 
sociation." After some discussion the motion was referred to 
a committee of twelve, consisting of Gerry Fairbanks, Henry 
Purkitt, William Jackson, William Harris, Benjamin Bass, 
Jonathan Hunewell, Gedney King, David Francis, Joseph 
Lovering, Ephraim Thayer, Job Drew, and Richard Faxon, 
This committee was nominated by the president, who was 
added thereto by a vote of the members. At the next quar- 
terly meeting the committee made a report in favor of the 
project, which, after two readings and considerable discussion, 
was rejected. The original mover, Mr. Jackson, then made a 
motion for reconsideration, which, after debate and explana- 
tion, was carried ; and the report was recommitted to the 
same committee, with instructions to report at a meeting to 
be specially called for the purpose. In compliance with this 
vote, a meeting was held, November 5, when the committee 
presented an elaborate report, declaring it as their opinion 
that it was expedient to withdraw a part of the funds from 
the public stocks, for the purpose of making loans "to young 
members of the association," and prescribing the restrictions 
aoder which such loans might be made. It was voted to 
take up the report by paragraphs, so that the decission on the 
firet paragraph might determine the whole matter. A long 
discussion ensued, until a motion was made and unanimously 
carried, "that the subject be postponed for the present." It 
does not appear that any attempt was made to revive it. 

The president having received a note from the trustees of 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, inviting the attendance 
of the association at the laying of the corner-stone of that 
edifice, — and the invitation having been accepted by the 
^veinment, the members of the association assembled on 
the morning of the Fourth of July, in front of the West 
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Choreh, where a procession was formed of varions aocieWes 
that had been in like manner invited to parlicipnte in the 
ceremonies. The association, distinguished by their green 
badges, standard, and band of music, made a prominent figure 
in the procession. The whole procession was under the direc- 
tion of the chief marshal of the association, Daniel Measis- 
ger, aided by nine assigtant marshals, all members of the 
association. The standard was borne by Isaac Harris. * 

At the conclusion of the ceremonies the government of the 
association proceeded to the common, to witness an exhibition 
o/casks-\ Ten casks were exhibited. The first premium of 
Twenty dollars was awarded to Robert Ripley of Boston; 
the second of Ten dollars, to George Fritz of Newburyporl; 
the third, of Five dollars, to Sewall Smith of Cambridge. 
The three casks which gained the premiums were conveyed 
to the house of the president, and were presented by their 
respective owners, to the government, to be disposed of as 
might be expedient. 

The other seven, by consent of the manufacturers, were 
sold at auction on the spot, and were purchased by Messrs. 
Huncwell and Purkitt. 

A project for getting up a new bank, — to "be a real Me- 
chanic's bank," — was discussed at several meetings of the 
government, and, at the special meeting of the association in 
November, was referred to a committee, "with full power to 
proceed in the business to the end, and to accomplish, if 
possible, the object of their appointment" The committee 
consisted of the vice-president, as chairman ; the president, 
treasurer and secretary, Jonathan Hunewell, Gerry Fairbanks, 
"William Jackson, Winslow Lewis, Isaac Harris, S. T. Arm- 
strong, John Doggett, Thomas W. Sumner, Stephen Fair- 
banks, Daniel Messinger, and Charles C. Nichols. 

• The camervlone-'WBi laid in Bin[>lD Miwoaia rorm by the Giiad Lodge of Ihe 
(IBIe, usialiHl by lbs goverDorofllieslale and (he irusteea oflbe Ilaapilol." 

t in iha preaeding moDlb of June, the preoideol hod received a nole, enctOMDg 
Tbirly-liVB dallan, which the unliDowa donor requesled migbl bo diipoa«d of in prt- 
miuiTi* 10 yoiing coopEn, under uge, far Ihe beat made atkt, lo [be number of ihree, 
thai ahould iie oOered. The lerms bad been piihtidhed in Ibc newspapeni, and the 
preaidcnl, with Ibe approlMlion of Ihe governmeal, bad appointed, u judges, Henry 
Pnrldll, Jamea Barry, and Benjamin Clark. 
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Sixty-seven persons were admitted during the year: 
Hnmuiil Peikjns, Painter. Isaa<7 Smilh, Cooper. 

Ckristophar Gore, Painler. John Waile, Boal-builJer. 

JohnClap, Roxbary, Cabinet-maker. John Farrie, Cooper. 



Thomas H. Blood, Sterling, Halter. 

Selh Thaater. Carpenler. 

Siephea Shelton, Pump and Block- 

Chules Mounlfoil, Sailnvaker. 
Zephaniah l^ampson, Bricklayer. 
Chark* Wells, Bricklayer. 
Lming Sar^nl, Mason and Paver. 
Samnel Uarl, Masnn and Paver. 
Nathaniel Hawe, Cooper. 
Charles Fook, Cooper. 
Isaac Pierce, Cooper. 
Stniely p. Fessenden, Cooper. 
James Thompson, Cooper, 
WiUiom Spear, Cooper, 
Thom&s Lewis, Cooper. 
Edivaid Sargent, Cooper. 
Heiuy DaTifi, Cooper. 
Samuel Gooch, Cooper. 
GoorEe CreiK;hloa, Cooper, 
Benjaroiu Cusbtng, Cooper. 
John F. Baunialer, Cooper. 
James Brown, Cooper. 
John Wells, Cooper. 
Joseph BaBsell, Cooper. 
James Wilson, Brush-maker. 
James C. R. Bangs, Painter. 
John H. Penniman, Anist, 
Simon Gardner, Printer. 
Jonathan Lorin^, }un. Sailmaker. 
Peter Seaver, Painter. 
Samuel Basselt, Sailmaker. 
Joalina Oakea, Joiner. 

Three members withdrew ; 
four died, viz: — Oliver "Wiswall,' James Cutler,! Edward 



Francis Walker, Newton, Cooper. 
James Davis. Coppersmilh. 
Joseph Mountfott, Cooper. 
Samuel Hills, Blacksmith. 
Stephen Thayer, Wheelwri^t. 
William Baker, Paintut. 
Duuiei Adams, Pump and Block- 

Ebenezer Oliver, Boat-builder, 
John Rayner, Chaise -maker. 
John Winship, Charlestown, Tallotv- 

chandler. 
Lsaac Olis, Cabinet-maker. 
Henry R. Hancock, Cabinet-maker. 
Alexander Parris, Architect. 
Samuel Doggelt,'jun, Gilder. 
CyniH Alger, Iron-founder, 
Chester Guild, Roxbury, Curner. 
Daniel Hastings, Glass-blower. 
Deming Jarvis, Glass-blower. 
Leavitt Nason, Tailor. 
Enoch Kendall, Hairdresser. 
Ebenezer Shute, Housewright 
John A. Show, Ropcmaker. 
Abraham W, Quincy, Baker. 
Cushing Nichols, Bricklayer. 
John Webber, Roxbury, Ropemaker. 
John Lilly, Umbrella-manufacturer. 
Martin Bates, Hatter. 
Samuel Barry, Halter. 
Sewel! Goodenow, Painter. 
Seth Copeland, Housewright. 

none were discharged; and 



1 



>f the ofiginnl mombera of the nssooiaUon, » 



boiMcwri^l o(tcsp< 

Ion GuEetle. He vat aa native busineaa nnn. *nd coniluci«] Ihe comniercial depart- 
nenl of the paper with zcdI Add sccuracy. A gUDEroua, liberHl-heBrled brother of Ibe 
cr*n, he <ll(:<l iQ the metidina of life, Bl^er a brief illaeu, on the eighleentb of April, 
truly kmealed by hii friendi and ai 
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Tuckerman, and Paul Revere. The assessments of eight 
were remitted. 

A new certificate of membership, designed by John R. 
Penniman, was contracted for, and engraved by Annin & 
Smith. 

The report of the committee that audited the accoantsof 
the secretary and treasurer, states the property of the associa- 
tion, on the 17th of December, (the day of the annual meet- 
ing,) to amount to Seven thovsand eight hundred and six doi- 
lars and thirti/ ce/Us, — exclusive of the reversionary right of 
One Ihousajui dollars in the estate of the deceased William 
Breed. 

All the ofTicers except the senior trustees, whose terra of 
service expired by constitutional limitation, were re-elected. 
William Jackson, David Baker, and Charles C. Nichols were 
chosen in place of the retiring trustees, Messrs. Mcars, Milaer 
and Gray. 

The sum of Two hundred dollars was placed at the dis- 
posal of the committee of relief, — Messrs. Cotton, Johonnot, 
Messinger, B. Clark, and I. Harris. 

The Fourth Triennial Festival was celebrated on the 
seventeenth of December. The committee of arrangements 
was composed of the members of the government, witii 
Daniel Messinger, John Doggett, Winslow Lewis, Oliver Jo- 
honnot, Isaac Harris, Benjamin Clark, Henry Porkitt, Ged- 
ney King, James Barry and William Jackson. Winslow 
Lewis was the chief marshal on the occasion, and James 
Barry the standard-bearer. The guests invited were, — the 
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, the President of the 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Chief 
Justice Parker, Judges Story, Davis, Dawes, and Prescott, 
the president of Harvard College, the Rev. Dr. Gardner, 
Rev. Messrs. Parkman, Palfrey and Dean, Selectmen, Treas- 
urer and Town Clerk, President of the Board of Health, 
Chairman of the Overseers of the Poor, President of the Fire- 
Wards, Messrs. James Lloyd, John Wells and William Par- 
sons, as merchants, Presidents of the Salem and Newbury- 
port Mechanic Associations, President of the Society of Art- 
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iBts, Brigadier- General Sullivan and snite, Collector of the 
Port of Boston, Colonel Joiin Trumbull, General Wiiislow, 
Commodores Bainbridge and Hull, Marshal of the District, 
Navy-Agent, William Ward, (the donor of the money for 
premiums to the young coopers,) John A. Bacon, (the auc- 
tioneer who sold the casks,) Charles Sprague, (the writer of 
the Triennial Ode,) Joseph Bailey, the chief chorister, and 
General Porter, of the United States Army. About half of 
this formidable list of guests attended the celebration. The 
procession was formed at Concert Hall, and moved through 
Tremont, School, Cornhill, State, Cornhill, Union, and Hano- 
ver streets, to the New North meeting-house. The custoiuary 
religious services were performed by the Rev. John G, Pal- 
frey, Mi. Parkman, the pastor of the church being absent on 
account of domestic calamity. An appropriate address was 
delivered by Joseph Jenkins; and an ode, written by Charles 
Bprague, was sung by Mr. Bailey, then a popular teacher of 
mostc. ■ 

* Mr. Jenkinn'i addren wu a gound »nd practkil expoailioa of tbe privileg« and 
dntietof Ihe necbanic; — well wriUen, apd eariched wi)b appropriate ilIUBlraiions, 
n placed before the audience " (be design, iha objecia, anil lbs coiiMquenoei of Uie 
HMciatioD." It was eaUbluhed [beaaid, and taii very iruly) ala lime, when nolhing 
but Ibe invincible peneveranco of ila feunden, could bave aucceedcd in ibe underiak- 
ing. Tbal wu nal, like [lie preecnl, an age of locieliei. Tbe plan was somewhat 
sovel ; and, ibougb having for ill aim, the exerciae of tbe moai benevolent and paui- 
Olio feelingi, it was oppoaed by many, with a zeal, vrhicb woold have done credit to a 
bellcrcaine. By men, loo. in olber reapocU, sound and philosophical; bul in this, 
pnsdlanimous, ■uperaLilioda, vindictive^ But this opposition served only ID develop 
Ibe expediency of tbe design ; as ii necessarily called into use, those argumeata and 
RasoDingi, in iu bvor, wbicb would otherwise have remained unoccupied, 

" In ila infancy, as muil havo been cipecicd, it had not Ibe meina toelTiirct, in an ex- 
leaaire degree, Ibe objecls of ils institution. Through Ibe yean of its minority, much 
«xeitkiD vnu reqiiiailD, even to preserve ila existences but it baa surniouated every 
obstacle- It is now of age, and with rerpectahle resoiircei 

" Fonnded in ihe tnosl liberal snd benevolent feeling*, it is raising a superalmctare, 
broad m its dimeniioBs, just in ils proportions, and harmonioiu in all its pnrts. Let 
the everbuliag decorations of ils vestibule be Ibe names of it* venersble foundeni ; 
■ind the emblem of Irulh entwine every pillar which supports it ; — bearing the mutlt), 
■Be Just, AHD Fiak not,' While, within its wdUi, the widow and the orphan shiUt 
find safe refuge front the ' pitiless pelting' slorms of adversity, and unite their hearts ID 
inToke bleisiugs on the heads of their benefaclon. There, los. presides the Gtnivt 
oflhe Aril, bestowing beattb and campelEUce on all her faithful votaries. At her com- 
maad, diaordei oesaes; — Sciexct appean ! and in bei train, bglu, imth, and ptat*, 
•ad vtr<M, attend to do bet wdL An enligbleosd and religious people will not pass 
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After these services, the procesaicin was again formed and 
proceeded to Faneuil Hall, where a splendid dinner was pio- 
vided. When the usual number of toasts had been dmnk, 
His Honor Lieutenant-Governor Phillips withdrew from the 
hall, leaving on hia plate the following sentiment : — " Pag to 
the Treasurer of the Mechanic Association or bearer^ One Atw- 



ihit temple or uience and of chinly. They need ooljr behold, I 



I ' lucceasful expenmen 



Iho grealcBl perfeol 



u prompt joalo 
>a. Ihe varioiu ob- 



■ dd'sro 
lugmeoled, only by a failhful applicalloil ef 



ieeu in your original deaign. Lei y 
gmwlb.' Your nHmu or aucccM wil 
Ihotealraady vilhin your power. 

" Wbile yoa limit your cxerlioa* to nothing «liort or univenal improveinent, in tb* 
neolal, m well a* phyiicsl eondiiion of man. open not a door for Ihe introdoclkm of 
projecUi wbich are nipugniat (o the prinury principle* of your initilulkxi, and whidki 
from their very nature, could not fait to looi«n ili oeroenl, aud diatur^ iu harmony. 

" Numenmi. indeed, are the objecta of ulilily, which Ibe pnienl proaperily. and Kal 
ability of your aaioviatJon invite you to embrace. Vou profess to he [ha improrera of 
Lhe arti — the promoleri of Kience. And il ii your duly lo adopt the beat mean* W 
meet yoar proreasiaD. Tate a aland, Ihen, which your importance would wunnt, and 
give dinsclion ID uioful and icienlific retearch. 

" Tboae who reflect on your advantagea, and conlemplale your proipeela, look fbi^ 
ward wilta confidenoe, to the time, when your lociEty ahall become the repoailory of 
■ueful dlacoveriea and invenlioDa, in Ihe art* yuu profeM. When periodicsl publiia- 
liona ahall iaaue Trom iu archivea, which shall not only promlilgaie your wortra. and 
make known your cooaequence lo Ihe world ; but, like Ihe Mrmiria of ancieni 
Egypt, ahull encourage, and enlighten, and dignify ibe character of every mechanic, 
who ihall And acceai lo ibeir ample contenu," 

At the oloie of Ibe iddresa, Ihe folfowing ode, writlen by Charlea Spiagne, Eaq. 
WM rang by Ur. Joaeph Bailey : — 

" When, from Ibe mitred churchman's power 

Filgrimi sought a land of real, 
Here proudly rose, in bliiiful hour, 
Freedom'! Empire in the Weal. 
To HiJi who aaired, the God moat high, 

Sweet I'leiy her altar raiaed ; 
Invention oame, with eagle oye, 

And Science smiled where savage war-fires blazed. 
Here, where Ihe tawny Indian roved. 

Tenant of a flowsrleaa waste, 
A magic Power bright Genms proved, 

Foresli bowed to Art and l^ate. 
Toil swung the sledge with sturdy hand. 
In chiseled grace fair domes arose ; 
^ Improvement moved upon the land, 

•"•^ And Freedom's Prew laved atl from Freedom'! foea. 
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i dollars. William Phillips. To the Cashier of the Mas- 
ivsetts Bank." 

lolonel Trumbull's painting of the Declaration of Inde- 
iatce had been exhibited in the Hall, for several days pre- 
ta to the celebration, and was permitted to remain there 
ing the festivaJ. At the close of the entertainment, a 
it, of which the following is a copy, enclosing One hun- 
i ftnd two dollars aad fifty cent£, was handed to the pre«i- 
t: — 

EAR SiK, — Yau vitl find enclosed the receipts of this morning's ex- 
ion, One hundred and two dollars and fifty cents. If it be agreeable 
e association, I could wish this trifle to be applied lovrards a fund, to 
istribuled in premiuros te those who shall produce the best speciniens 
oik in the mechanical acts. Perhaps at Ihe present momenl, it may 
be thought improper to encourage further Ihe perfecting of caake, 
:h seems to be a branch es»enlial to Ihe iutereals of commerce. 
un, wilh siocera respect, and the best wishes for ihe prosperity of Iho 
siaLion, your most faithful servant, JOHN TRUMBULL. , 

EKJAMIH RusaELL, Esq. Fresiilcnt of the MaisackiuttU 

CharilabU MtthanU Aisi 
ittoft, Dte. IT, 1818. 
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Mechsaic Skill ! the Tar. by thee. 

Sletns the wave and mocka Ihe gale ; 
By ihee, )be Yeomsn, blithe and free, 

Plenty reaps from every vale. 
Earth vminiy hides hercaverned ores, 

To tbee ihe treasured hoard b givea ; 
And Element* oliey thy power*. 

And Science grasps ihe quivering flash of l{ea*en. 



Should bold InvaaioD Iresd ihe H>il, 

Art's firm •on* ihall rally round. 
Onal Arehiniede*. on the toe 

Drew burning vengeance from the Sun ; 
And ibey, al FrankUn'a Dame who glow, 

Shall rouse al thine, Immortal Waahiogtoa! 
O favored land '. Ihe eiiie's real ; 

Charity'* long hallowed seal ; 
By Science, Worth, and Valor bleu, 

All that '■ good in ihee ahal! meet. 
* Be ju*!. and ft«r not ' earth combined, 

The scale and bladci the leal and doom, 
Tliy sons shall bear to ail mankind, 

And rlnsifryg glories round their aamei shall tilDom." 



I. 
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A committee, of which the president was chairman, vu 
instructed to wait on Colonel Trumbull, and express to liini 
the thanks of the association for his generous contribution. 

The customary votes of thanks were voted to the orator of 
the day, the chaplain, singers, &,c. &c. Mr. Jeakius's address 
was ordered to be printed. The amount of the varions btils 
presented to the committee of arrangements for payment was 
One thousand and seventy dollars and seventy-two cents. 



18 19. 

The committee of relief reported to the government, at its 
first monthly meeting, January 20, that, during the preceding 
year, they had distributed One hundred and forty-five dollars 
to twenty-one applicants. The chairman also stated that he 
had received a letter, signed" A Member," enclosing Twenty 
dollars, with a desire that it should be applied as the commit- 
tee should think proper; in consequence of which the com- 
mittee voted, " That, as the liberal donor had concealed his 
name, they cannot thank him personally, but will endeavor to 
meet his wishes by making the beat application of it in theii 
power." 

A committee of five, — the three first officers, with Caleb 
Hartshorn and David Baker, — was appointed " to take into 
consideration the subject of granting premiums for the best 
specimens of manufacture on the approaching Fourth of 
July." 

The sum of Twenty dollars was presented to Nathaniel 
Howe, who suffered loss in his workshop by fire. 

Tlie meeting of the association in March was rendered 
memorable by the exertions of two of the members to per- 
suade the association to adopt measures for their mutual im- 
provement in scientific knowledge. Gerry Fairbanks made 
some pertinent remarks in relation to the encouragement 
which ought to be given by the association to arts and man- 
ufacturers, and offered a resolution, that a committee be 
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chosen to take the subject into consideration, and report on 
the expediency of adopting a permanent system for the pro- 
motion of the mechanic and manufacturing arts. The reao- 
tntion was adopted, and a committee appointed, consisting 
of seven members, viz. G. Fairbanks, W. Jackson, Thomas 
-Wells, Joseph Lovering, Elijah Mears, Stephen Fairbanks, 
Bnd D. Messinger. The committee made an able report in 
favor of the plan, which was approved, and referred to the 
government, to be by them published in the newspapers. 
A committee was chosen to petition the Legislature for aid 
in carrying into effect the object of the report The commit- 
tee attended to their duty, but the aid prayed for was not 
granted. 

W. Jackson offered a resolution, " that a committee be 
chosen to inquire into the expediency of employing some per- 
son to deliver a course of lectures on chemistry, architecture, 
or mechanics, at some future period. This was also adopted, 
and Messrs. Jackson, S. Fairbanks, Cotton, Farris, and Jen- 
kins appointed on the committee. 

The project of a new banlc was again debated and post- 
poned to a special meeting, to be held on the fifth of May. 
It was again, after long discussion, postponed to the next 
annual meeting. 

Suitable arrangements having been made for the exhibition 
of articles made by apprentices, on the fifth of July (the fourth 
falling on the Sabbath) the association assembled at the 
" Washington Gardens," and moved in procession to the front 
of the State-house, where the articles intended for premiums 
were exhibited. There Were fourteen casks, made by as many 
apprentices, all nearly of one size, and every one a beautiful 
specimen of workmanship. The highest premium, Twenty 
dollars, was awarded to Simon Preston ; the second, Ten 
dollars, to William Wildes, jun. and the third, Five dollars, 
to Nathaniel Reed, jun. A number of plated and beaver 
hats were also exhibited. The competition was not confined 
to apprentices. The first premium, Twenty dollars, and the 
eeoond. Ten dollars, for the first and second best beaver hats, 
were both awarded to Christopher Porter. The highest pre- 
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tnium, Tea dollars, and the second, Five dollars, for the fint 
and second best plated hats, were awarded to H. D. Tregeai. 
Some other articles were sent for exhibition only. At the 
close of the exhibition, the articles were iiold at auction, ud 
commanded high prices. 

William Wood, who famished from hia private puise the 
money to pay the premiuma, requested that the casks wbicb 
obtained the premiuma might be sent to New- York for exhi- 
bition. His request was granted, and the casks weie sold is 
that city. 

The only business done at the quarterly meeting in Sep- 
tember and at the two government meetings succeeding, was 
the reception of reports of committees, which reported pio- 
gress, and had leave to finish the business of theit appoint- 
ment at future times. 

At the government meeting, November 10, the committn 
on Chemical liectures, &c. by their chairman, WiUiain Jack- 
son, made the following report: — 

The commiitfle who were directed lo inquire into the expediency rf 
ftmplaying foma person to deUver a course of Lectures before the Mem- 
bers of the Massiichu setts Churitabte Mechaiiio Aseociation, have taken 
that subject into cousideiatioii, and beg li^ve to aubmit the following 

When it is considered that almost every kind of manufacture depend* 
on the combination of different simple substances; "thai the action of 
air, water, heat, light, kc. operates according lo certain laws, in the hands 
of every class of artiste ;" the importance of a thorough knowledge of 
their respective properties, their mutual aliinities, aud taws ofacliiMi, "by 
giving to the artist a competent idea of the principle and object of hu 
operation ;" must, we think, on the slightest examinalioii, appear obvious 
to all. 

Whoever is conversanl, in any considerable degree, with (he progren 
■ud improvement of the manufacturing and mechanic arts in £un>pe, 
especially in England and Franca, must be aware that theii advaaoBmsM 
has been materially promoted by the astonishing developments of chem- 
istry. This science, by reducing the numerous man ufiictu ring operatioiu 
to general principles, has withdrawn that impenetrable veil of secrecy and 
mystery from those arts which were too loiig considered as indivtdu^ or 
natioDal property ; and secrets, once tmnsrailted aa an inheritancs, have 
now become the properly of the persevering and intelligent of all natioos. 

Not only have the arts, within the last twenty years, been indebted to 
chemistry for many of theit most valuable improvements, but it is an- 
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nnaJly giving to the world Dew aria, and new resooroes to Ihe industrious 
aod enteiprizing. 

But white it is admitted that this science hiu> rendered the most impor- 
lant services to the luanufaclurer, the reoclion must also be admitted ; 
the edentific -world must acknowledge that many of Ihe most important 
diBcoveries in chemistry have been made by practical men ; and il is, 
certainly, lo the combination of science and practice, that the manufac- 
tured fabrics of Europe have approached so much nearer to perfection 
than our own ; not that there is a comparative deficiency of science in the 
L'niled Slates — on the contrary, your commiltee believe that the history 
of the vorld alTords no parallel lo the rapid advance, which has here 
been made in all its branches, although this study has been, and still ia 
too much confined to a class of persons, who seek it rather as an embel- 
lishment or amusement ; and with whom its acquirement is comparative- 
ly of Kttle intrinsic value. 

The mere man of acience, il is true, may astonish some by his brilliant 
discoveries, and perplex the world with plausible and useless hypotheses ; 
but Ihe man of practice and analysis sits in jndgemenl on such conclusions, 
and adoptA or condemns as experience may dictate. Justice requires of 
the manufacturer an acknowledgement of many valuable gifts presented 
to die arts by the speculations and improvementa of enUghtened philoso- 
phy ; bui the equally valuable improvements and more valuable applica- 
tkins ri such men aa Frankhn, Rumford, Wedgwood, Chaptal, &c. fcc. 
havM caused, and will ever cause, (hem to be considered among the most 
diatiiiguished benefactors of mankind. 

U the mere practical man, instead of being aided in his operations by 
the speculalionB of the theorist, is loo often led into uncertainty, and 
■fler ■ repetition of ruinous experiments, is glad to return to the sober 
gnth which reasoD approves, and experience aanclions ; that man is to be 
condemned, and equally will he suffer, whose jealous eye looks upon 
every impraTBrnent only as an innovation ; whose mind is inaccessible to 
new ideas, and who obstinately rejects without examination, every im- 
provement proposed to him, and however sanguinely such a man may ap- 
prove of his own productions, he will soon find them disliked and reject- 
ed, or that he cannot afford them at so low a price aa the more candid and 
enteiprizing workman. 

If ihen we would preserve ourselves from the two extremes of blind 
eredality on the one aide, and blinder obstinacy on the other, let us study 
those laws and principles, the knowledge of which will enable us, while 
we reject what is spurious, to adopt what is valuable ; and ihns when we, 
13 BSBooiated mechanics and manufacturers, hold forth with one hand a 
pmmimn for perfection, point with Ihe other lo those attainments, and to 
the knowledge of those principles, which alone can make us successful 
oampetilors fur the prize. 

All at this moment feel, and readily allow, that the manufactures of our 
own Mvntry sie jrM in thoir tnfaaoy; The aoieww of iDaebsnMa, by •>*- 
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ing labor, and the scieno« of chenustry, by teac^ng iu most economical 

and wise application, will, under the blessing of heaven, most assuiedlf 
advance them lo an early and vigoraus manhood. 

Lei UB then, us mechanics and manufaelurers, seek this a» the oae 
thing needful, and consider il aa an inlinitely better, more certain, «nd 
mota banocable dependence, than can be realized from llie preaent fash- 
ionable and Tisionory mode of exocbilant and prohibitory duties. To 
speak mechanically, it may be denominated the fulcrum, placed on 
which, the lever of New-England genius and industry may overturn evarj 
obstacle lo perfection, and make our artists succeBsfut competiltin wiUi 
those of any nation on earth. 

Your comrnittee are aware, thai some members of the association can- 
not reasonably expect lo derive much beaetil in their profession from the 
adoption of the proposed measure ; but the works of nature which it a 
calculated lo lay open and explain, will always be found a useful study: — 
il will excite inquiry, enlarge (he mind, and aid in ihe ciilliTation of those 
powers and faculties, which stamp God's own image upon his oreatate; 
while at the same lime it qualities them for rational and inielleotual en- 
joymeul here, aud points their hopes to higher and more exalted happi- 
ness in a belter world hereafter. 

Independent, however, of intellectual improvemenl and the adrantags 
that may be reasonably anticipated, the gralilicatian arising from the in- 
vestigation of so inleresting a subjecl, would unquestionably bo ft sonrM 
of more real pleasure, than could be purchased at the same expense of 
time and money in any other way. A want of rational amuseinant is 
often a subject of complaint; and therefore that which in no wise tends 
lo mental improvement is often adopted ; much time is squandered away, 
and the mind rather debased ihan elevated. Let science then be a sooroe 
of amusement, and it will soon become a source of improvement Let 
the busy and hard-working mechanic retire from the important labora of 
the day to the lecture-room in the evening, and he will acquire a taste 
for those exercises, lo which every nation, that has hitherto risen to im- 
porlauce, is more or less indebted. 

Under these impressions, your committee recommend, that a pro- 
fessor of chemistry should be employed by the association, to deliver 
a course of lectures on chemistry as applied lo the aits, lo commence 
early in January next And farther recommend the following aa in 
their opinion the most eligible mode foi carrying this undertaking into 
effect ; — 

Thai a special meeting of the association be called, and the foregoing 
report be submitted to ihem ; and if approved, a subscriplion be opened. 
That the approving members be invited to subscribe for one or more 
tiokets, at Five dolWs each. That a committee be chosen by nomina- 
tion of ihe president, consisting of one member from each ward in Boa- 
ton, one from Roxbury, and one from Charlestown, with instiuoliana to 
apply to members act at the meeting. If in this maimer there ue not 
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tickets enough subscribed fur, to cover tlie expense, lo ofTer the remainder 
lo persons out of the a-vAocinIion. 
All which is respeclfuUy submitled. W. JACKSON, per order. 

The report was twice read, discussed, and unanimously 
accepted, and referred to the association at a special meeting, 
to be called for the purpose, on the 25lh of November, At 
that meeting, the report was read and produced a warm and 
animated debiite, " It was objected to on the ground that it 
was a subject entirely disconnected with the proper objects of 
the association; — that they ought never to sanction with 
their countenance or support any thing so extraordinary ; and 
that, if there was any surplus money in the treasury, it had 
better be devoted to charity, and to specific purposes within 
the provisions of the constitution. The friends of the report, 
on the other hand, contended that it would be honorable to 
the association to countenance the measure ; — that no money 
wa» to be drawn from the funds, it being founded upon a 
voluntary subscription ; — that it would lead to a love of 
science, and enhance the respectability of the mechanics; — 
that t>ooks on the subject of chemistry were high, and useless 
to those who did not first become possessed of its principles 
by experimental lectures ; — that, instead of being detrimental, 
and converting the current of our means into other channels 
than those first intended by the founders of our association, 
it would enhance our glory, bring the members to a better 
acquaintance with the materials of their work and with one 
another; — and, finally, perhaps, elicit from some one of our 
minds, new arts and trades, whereby more poor persons could 
be employed, and, of course, a larger sum of good be done in 
charity by employment than by pecuniary grants." 

The report was again objected to in some of its details, 
and, as a previous question, a vote was taken, " Wiielhcr U 
teas expedient to hat^e Ihe lectures?" and this was carried in 
the affirmative. The vote was reconsidered, in order to have 
it open for further discussion, and the consideration of it 
postponed to the annual meeting. At that meeting a long 
and able discussion took place, when, by a decisive vote, the 
whole subject was indefinitely postponed. 
21 





ANNALS OP THE MASSACHUSETTS 



The prominent business at the annnal meeting (agreeably 
to precedent) was the reception of the report of the aaditing 
committee and the election of officers. According to the re- 
port of the committee, the entire property of the association, 
— consisting of stocks, notes of indiWduals, arrearages dne 
from members, cash in the hands of the treasurer and com- 
mittee of relief, — amounted to Eight thousand one hundred 
and ninety-eight dollars and fourteen cents. 

The report of the committee states that twenty-sijc mem- 
bers were admitted during the year. The record exhibits the 
names of only eight, viz ; — 

John P. Thomdike, Bricklayer. Nalhaniel Scott, Tallow-chandler. 

Addleon Bacon, WheelwriK[ht. Warren Marsh, Bricklayer. 

Adna Bates, Housewright. Georga W. Otis, Housewright. 

Samuel Stebbiiu, Pump and Block- Christopher Portet, Hatter. 

Tlie same report states, also, that five members deceased 
during the year ; but this does not agree with the treasiuer's 
report, which states that the funeral donation was made to 
the families of four who had died, viz: — Joseph Miloer,' 
John Eliot,'t Isaiah Atkins, and Benjamin Bass. 

* lotepb Milner wu en Englishmin, born in LoDdon, and ■■ clover a aaa {boih in 
(be Enslifh and Vanhee )isnifia)lioD of Ihe phrase) ag ever crDBsed the Allanlic. Ha 
■«rvBd an apprenliae^hip with s baker in London, and was a meinber or one of Iho 
Ovilib. Soon Bfter Ihe commeDceinent of the present cenlury he came lo Boaum, 
and etlabliahed himseiraia baker in Washinglon-streel, near the end of Ilollia- ■met. 
Hi* bakery wai celebrala-i for iu iuue of " rmk." "iweel cracker*," and " pfcaideDt 
bncuit," in addilion lo the ardinary kinds of bread for family use. He served the con- 
■litulional lerin aaa iniatee of the asaocialiun. The writer lived nearly opposite to this 
gentleman, rortwoor three yeara, and never had, nor desires lo have, belter nei^bors 
than Jcaepb Milner and his wife. They were not passively benevolent, bulaellve and 
persevering in all ottlceg of kindaeaa and charity where kindoeu and charily were 
needed. Mrs. Milner carried oa the business same yeora alter Ihe decease of ber 
kuibs nd. 

t John Eliot was Ihe seconil son of the Rev. John Etiot of Boston, bom March 9, 
17^. At the proper age he was apprenticed lo Ensign Lincoln, to learn the Intde of ■ 
printer, and set^ed his lime la ihe perfect satiafaclion of his employer. He Iben open- 
ed a printing-offlce in Coun-streel, and Pxeculed a goodly share of the Jot wark of the 
town. — pamphlols, bills, noliilcations, &o. He also published aome of Ihe Collec- 
tion* of the Mss»achiuetts Historical Scciely. He was a pattern of sobriety anil io- 
dustry, and to those virtues united those of generofiiy and unblemished iolegriiy. 
The flestroyer of man uaailed him through the agency of cousumption. In ISlS he 
went to New Oileaos, hoping lo rooeivo benefit (t«tn the climate, and died in Ihal city 
Febniaryg, 1BI9. 
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Five members withdrew from the aaaociation ; the arrear- 
ages of several were remitted ; and the namea of three were 
erased by order of the. government. 

The following letter, inclosing Two dollars, was read from 
the chair, and ordered to be placed on record : — 

Sir, — I WM mach gratified with the exhibition of casks on the Fourth 
of July last, and, shortly after, purchased one of ihem. The necessity 
and utility of offering premiums annually fur apecimena of the mecbaaic 
arts presented itself strongly to my mind at the time, and I am happy to 
notice, by the Centinel of to-day, that auch arrangements have been made 
by your respectable association, as will, 1 trust, obtain and secure a per- 
manent premium fund. It is my wish to become an annual subscriber, 
and now iucloae the amount of one year's subscription. 

With respect, your humble sen^nt, HENRY J. OLIVER. 

Nortk-itrtet. May 23. 
Mr. John Wells, one of the committee of arrangements. 



The following report was presented, accepted, and ordered 
to be placed on record : — 

The committee to whom was referred a motion in favor of certain mem- 
bers, who were sufierets by the late fire in Pleasant-street, have made the 
necessary inquiries, and find that four of our moat ealeemed and highly 
valued members have sustained heavy losses by this calamity. There 
can be no doubt but the spontaneous wishes and best feelings of the as- 
Bocialion would prompt to the extension of pecuniary aid in every case of 
auch loss by its members ; but with r^arJ lo two of these gentlemen cor- 
dial sympathy is all that tlie present limited stale of our funds will per- 
.mit us to offer; and, under existing circumstances, it is presumed all that 
will be expected by ihem. 

In regard to Messrs. Shaw and Adams, their loss, though not so large in 
amount as that of the gentlemen above alluded to, has, in proportion (o 
" their remaining resources, been severe, — particularly thai of Mr. Shaw, 
who, by this event, has suffered nearly or quite a total loss of the fruits 
of many years of honest industry, 

Instances of this kind among associates, though productive of many 
painful sensations, are, neverthejesa, calculated lo bring into exercise 
Bome of ihe best feelings of the human heart, while, at the same time, 
ihey teach us to set a just value upon the provident core and generous 
efloita of those, under whose management our funds have reached to that 
amount which enables us, even in a limited degree, to give scope to, and 
obey the dictates of, such feelings. 

Thus impressed, your committee unanimously recommend that the 
' treasurer be directed to present to Mr. John A. Shaw Ihe sum of One hun- 
dred dollars, and to Mr. Edward Adams the sura of Fifty dollars, together 
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with the afTeetionnte aympalhy, and the best wiab^B of the aaeociatiDD, 

for the future proHperil)- and happiness of themselves and tieit f&iniUei. 

By direction of iho commillee, WILLIAM JACKSON, CAw»o«. 

Tlie committee of relief distributed One hnndred and fif- 
teen dollars to twenty applicants, 

Tlie officers of this year were all re-elected, except Meeere. 
Hunt, Hartshorn, and Wells, the senior triiBtecs, whose place 
was supplied by Thomas Hughes, Stephen Fairbanks, and 
Benjamin Darling. The committee of relief was also re- 
appointed, and Jonathan Harrington was added to the Dum- 
ber. The sum of 7\co hundred dollars was placed at the dis- 
posal of'the committee. 



18 2 0. 

At the first government meeting, the president, vice-presi- 
dent, and J. Hunewell " were appointed a committee to con- 
sider what kind of manufactures shall be exhibited for pre- 
miums on the Fourth of July." At the next meeting it was 
voted, " That the above committee on premiums for the best 
manufactures, be also a committee of ways and meauB to 
carry the intention of the vote into effect, and to attend gen- 
erally to all the concerns thereof, and to report as speedily as 
possible." S. Fairbanks and W. Jackson were added to the 
committee. 

In the latter part of the year 1819, William Wood, a retir- 
ed merchant of Boston, obtained from the libraries of various 
individuals, about five hundred volumes of miscellaneous 
books, for the purpose of instituting a library for the appren- 
tices of mechanics. The books were placed in a small room 
ia the Old State-house. Mr. Wood requested the govern- 
ment of the association to take charge of them, and attend to 
the delivery of them to the apprentices. The government 
complied with his request ; but no notice of their connection 
with the library is found on the record till February 9, 1820, 
as follows: — "The subject of the Library for Apprentices 
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vaB brought before the government by the president, who 
itated its origin, and the progress already made; that there 
irere nearly five hundred volumes now in the room appropri- 
(ted to receive the donations, which volumes were presented 
>y various persons; and that he wished the government 
tfoald adopt some resohition respecting it, in order to further 
lie benevolent designs of the founder." " Voted, Thut the 
[overnment accept the superintendence of the Apprentices' 
Library." " Voted, That the president, vice-presideut, treas- 
irer, and Mr. Hunewell be a committee to report rules and 
egulations for the government and extension of said library," 
In compliance with these votes a set of rules and regula- 
ions were reported, adopted, and placed on record. Follow- 
ng these on the record is the annexed copy of a letter, which 
waa read and ordered to be recorded : — 

Boston, Feb. 22, 1820. 

Gentlkhen, — I have tlie pleasure to preseDl the keys of the Appren- 
tees' Librar}', containing Fourteen hvndred and eigkly volumes, beside 
luraerous pamphlels, received from various donors. In iroilecting Ihe.te 
Moks, a promise has been £;iven to most of the donors that they should 
orever be opened for the use of ihe mei?hauic, and all needy apprentices, 
(ratu : — Thai a roora [$kail be providtd\ coaXeliung tbe Cyclopedia, and 
rfaere all large works shall be placed, vrhich room shall be opened twice 
U tlie week for the information and use of all apprentices who are ine- 
ibanics, of twenty years of age, and if convenient to those of nineteen 
rears of age ; which promises I request you to confirm. Wishing this 
lutitntion "may be the aeam from which many spreading oaks will 
ipring," and my humble good wiKhen for the prosperity of every individ- 
|b1 of Ikat association which has been the object of Ihe best services of, 
[BnUemen, your obedient servant, WILLIAM WOOD. 

To Benjamin Kitssell, Esq. and the eeveml members of the govern- 
ment of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association. 

The secretary was directed to engross the following answer 
» Mr. Wood's letter; to obtain the signatures of all the 
nembers of the government, and forward it to him, with a 
x>py of the rules and regulations : — 

Boston, March 1, 1820. 

tVlLLIAN Wood, Esq. 

Sin, — The government of tho Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic 
LMociation avail themselves of the Itrst moment of their ^cst meeting, to 
idmowMga with pleasure and gratitude the receipt of yonr note of lbs 
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23d ult. BddreMed to them, uid, in behalf of llienuHilves and their bho> 
ciates, to present to you their thanks for the deep interest and benevalait 
and BUfceHsful exetlions made by you in llie Institution and fottnalionDf 
a library fur the utv of mechanic and other apprentices. They cordiati; 
accept the keys of the institution from yout hands, and readily nasiun* 
■he superintendence of it ; and assure you and the donors of the bodtt, 
that their best exertions shall be used to carry inl« full elfect their beoar 
olent wishes and eipeclations : — That, lo this end, they have orgaaiitd 
themselves into comoiitteeB of the week ; — have nppointod a librariui: 
and have decreed it to he a fundamental reflation of the institulioD (hat 
the books shall bs loaned gratuitously to all apprentice* designated, >1 
such time or times in each week as shall be best calculated to diffuse its 
benetits ', and, as far as is practicahle, to allow accommodations to ap- 
prentices above twenty years of age lo use the larger volumes of the 
library, under the direction of the committee of the week. 

A copy of tliB rules and regulations of the library accompany this 
letter. 

We are respectfully yonr obedient servants. 

(Signed by all the members of the govemmenL) 

The airangemenfs for conducting the affairs of the library 
were frequently changed, as circumstances and experience 
proved to be necessary and convenient. Application was 
made for the use of the Old Quaker tneeting-houae in Con- 
gress-atreet, but was unsoccpaafui. The chambers in the tip- 
per atory of a store at the corner of Market-street (now Corn- 
hill) and Franklin -a venue were obtained, to which the library 
was removed, and where, for some time, the association held 
its quarterly meetings. Numerous committees were appoint- 
ed to auperintond the delivery of books, and to perform va- 
rious duties connected with the institution; — among the 
reat, were thirteen committees of three members each, — one 
from the government, who waa to be the organ of communi- 
cation with that body, and two from the aasociation at large, 
whose duty waa to attend successively every Monday, when 
the library was open for the delivery of books. The commit- 
tee of ways and means made the following report to the gov- 
ernment, May 24: — 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of obtaining funds 
(independent of those of the association) to defray the expenses incident 
to the proposed distribution of medals and premiums for the encoiusge- 
ment of mechmio ingenuity and good workmanship, and iJso lo meet oi- 
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feiwes neceBsarilj' erowing out of the efllabliBhinent of the Appi 
Library, report; — Thai in ihe eupculion of iheiriluiy, ihey 
{|»1lowLn^ circular lo those gentlemeti wliope names are ance>:ed, and are 
Ibsppy tu adJ, that Ihey found, in iho piomplilude with whieh these gen- 
Bemen attended to the sohcilationa, and in the friendly manner in whic^h 
Aeir subsdriptions were maile, renewed evidence of the aubslanlial friend- 
diip and continued patronage for our association, by those orders of eo- 
riety who can have no other inlerest in our increase and prosperity than 
irhat arises from a sincere love of the mechanic arts, and an ardent desire 
lo promote the cause of benevolence and improvement. 

Boitan, April 18, 1620. 
To 

Sib, — Ton may have seen by the public papers, that two instilutions 
tiave recently been established in this town, under the care of the Massa- 
Uiusetts Charitable Mechanic Asaocinlion ; — one, a library, fur the sole 
B«e of apprentices ; — the other, the annual presentation of valuable pre- 
UiniDs, or medals of ^old or silver, for excellence in workmanship by ap- 
prentices, joDmeymen, and others, connected with the handicrafts of the 
lawn and country. 

■ These institutions have already been productive of very beneficial ef- 
fects on the manufactures and products of the town and alate ; and have 
b>d peculiar efficacy in exciting emulation to good workmanship, and in 
ttie amendment of the morals and habits of the rising generation of me- 
dtsnics. It is the earnest wislk of the association lo extend and perpet- 
fakte these successful experiments : — But their act of incorporation impe- 
iioDsly rtitrwti tkt appropriation of their fuiidi to chantahU objettt: — They 
lire, tlierefore, under the necessity of relinquialiing their superintendence 
n the instilutioni or to resort lo that public munilicence which has ever 
peen so cheerfully and bountifully alForded to objects of this nature, to 
obtain the funds necessary to defray the incidental expenses of the libra- 
ly ; and to render the medals to be awarded lo excellence, worthy of the 
town, the nation, and the age we live in. 

The iLsaociation have designated the undersigned aa a committee to 
Jperfann the pleasing duty of making the solicitation of this bounty ; and 
BBve (in addition to the members of the association) directed ihem to 
VuJce the solicitation, in the first instance, to the gentlemen whose names 
■re aimexed lo this circular ; — And as Ihey know the friends of the in- 
atjtution are numeroua, they have added, that it is not requested ihat any 
jndividual subscription should exceed Ten dollars. 

As the principal preparatory expenses of the institutions must be de- 
frayed before the beginning of July, the committee most respectfully inli- 
■nate, that one of their number, or a suitable person authorized by them, 
will have the honor lo call upon you on Wednesday, Ihe 26lh instant, lo 
■Acerlain the result of this application. Any information respecling the 
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lunount and natnre of the aipens 


e» of the inslilulions, will bo cheerfallf 


fumidlied by tlie oommiiiee 










With greal resppti, and in 


belialf of the association, we are, Si 


, pur 


obedient serranls, 






BENJAMIN RUSSELL, 
JOHN COTTON, 
JOSEPH LOVERING, 


















JONATHAN HUNEWELL, 








CHARLES C. NICHOLS 










STEPHEN FAIRBANKS, 








WILLIAM JACKSON, 










Comnuttu. 


List ofthtpenons 


bt lolU 
$10 00 


tied, aiphabiticaliy arranged. 




Ebeneiet T. Andrews, Esq 


Hon. Harrison G. OUs, 


>10 00 




10 


00 


Hon. Thomas H. PerkioB, 
Joliii Parker, Esq. 


10 00 


John Bellows, Esq. 


so 


UO 


10 00 


Amos Binney, Esq. 


10 


00 


Daniel P. Parker, Esq. 


10 00 


Joaiab Bcadlee, Esq. 


10 


00 


William Pratt, Esq. 

His Honor William Phillips, 


10 00 


Hon. Peler C. Broota, 


10 


00 


50 00 


Samuel Brown, E»q. 


10 


00 


Hon. John PhiUipH, 
James Prince, Esq. 


10 00 




fi 00 


Joseph Coolidge, Esq. 


10 


00 


Samuel Paiiman, Esq. 


10 00 


Joshua Davis, Esq. 


5 


00 


Hon. William Prescott, 


10 00 


Hon. Henry Dearborn, 


10 
5 


00 
00 


William Parsons, Esq. 




Henry A. S. Dearborn, Esq 


Hon. Josiah Quincy, 


10 00 


Edmuod D wight, Esq. 


10 


00 


David Sears. Esq. 


25 00 


John French, Esq. 


5 


00 


Barney Smith, Esq. 


10 00 


Nathaniel Goddord, Esq. 






Edward Tupkerman, Esq. 


5 00 


Hon. William Gray, 


10 


00 


Phineaa Upham, Esq. 


5 00 


Gardner Greene, Esq. 


10 


00 


Arnold Welles, Eaq. 


10 00 


Hon. John C. Jones, 


5 


00 


Hon. John Welles, 


10 00 


Theodore Lyman, Eaq. 


10 


00 


Benjamin Wiggin, Esq. 




Hon. Jonalhan Mason, 


10 


00 


Francis Welch, Esq. 


5 00 


Israel Monaon, Esq. 


10 


00 


James Perktns, Esq. 


50 00 


Perrin May, Eaq. 


5 


00 







Four kundred and tigkty doUari. 



S480 00 



That agreeably to Iho intimation in the cirrular, Mr. Knhn wa« em- 
ployed to present the book of subscriplion to the above genllaraen, and 
he reported, that he had received from them the sum annexed to Ihnir 
respective names: atl which, (after deducting the necessary expenses,) 
have been received by the treasurer of the assDcialion, and placed by hitn 
in a separate and dinlinct fund, on interest. 
All which ia submitted by 

BENJAMIN RUSSELL, per order. 
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A vote of thanks to these gentlemen was passed, and the 
secretaiy directed to aend to each of them a copy.' • 

• A deuil of all tbe proceedingi in relalion lo Ihe apprentioea' library would be, 
now, or bill lillle inlerest. Fat MvenI yeBra, bardly a meeling of the gnvernmeDl or 
of the BsaociiliDa paiwHl off wiihout some aileinpl 10 <dil lo iU Talue, aoil aome Dew 
■videoce of Ihe deaire of Ihe governmeDl lo fulfill the eipeclaliona of ila founder, and 
reader il plesaanl, uieful, and pnfiiable lo those for whoie impTovemenl il wea de- 
»ign«d. The principal occurrences concerning il will be noliced in lubsequent pages, 
but minor and unimponant delail* will be omilled, Il may be proper lo inlrodace 
bcrc, aa a portion orita bislory, a few paragraphs from an address delivered before ihe 
■saociated apprenlices, on Ihe twenty second of Febnisry, 1844, by Frederic W. Lio- 
ooln, jun. — a genllenun who had been a lealoui and eSlcienl member, and was then 
■o honorary member of ihe " Mechanic Apprenlices' Library AiSDciaiion" : — 

" TliB Mechanic Apprenlicea' Library of Ibis city, has the proud preeminence of be- 
ioglhe first of Ihe kind in the world. I.ord Brougham remarks, Ihal, -alibough the 
mnole origin of tbe>e inslilullons may be imced lo Franklio. Mr. Wood has Ihe merit 
of olablithlng ihem on Iheir present plsn, and adapting them peculiarly to Ihe insiruc- 
IkM of mechanics and apprenlices. lie founded the Aral in Boston in 182U.' 

" The eariy efforis of the genileman who alerted ibii enlcrpriie were crowned with 
oomplete aucceai. The call for books mel with a hearty retponse, worthy of the 
canae ; Governor Gore, Gotemor Phillipa, Cfalef Justice Purker, and a large number 
of olber dislinguwhed ciliieiu, exerted themselves warmly in lis liivor, and aboul fif- 
teen hundred volumes were collected. On Ihe iwenly-aeoond of Febmary, USD, a 
4*y aoored to Ibe memory of Wsshinglon, in ihe Old Slale-houte, then regarded with 
more inlercM than al preaeni for ila revolutionary associalions, willi prayer lo Almighty 
God lor bis bleasing, in the pretence of the highest oUlcere of Ihe Common wealth, an 
■ddraaa waa delivered by the Hon. Theodore Lyman, jun. and the heya of the library 
vere pieaeoled in due form lo the Hon. Beujamln RumcII, the veteran patrtol prinler, 
tken president of the Maawchusella Chsriiable Mechanic Aisociaiian. 

" As an illiulralioa of the iniereal felt in Ihe esiablishment of the institution, permit 
Be 10 read a letter from Presidenl John Adams, which wiu received at ihai lime by 
Mr. Wood, and which he basrecenily presented lo ila govenimenl. You should place 
it ia your cabinet and keep il aa a sacred reUc. 

■ mnUiiUo. Fib. 8, 1830. 

'Sir, — A> 1 bave all my life professed to be a very sincere friend to Ibe promotion 
of knowledge, anda free oireutaiion ofit, through every vein, and artery, through Ihe 
body politic, in opposilioii lo all ihe well born, well bred, and well dressed few, in 
every age and country, who have laugbl an opposite doctrine '. I cannot hul applaud 
die design of the good people of Boston for railing a library for the use of mechanica, 
and iheir apprentices: and I thank the selectmen for the facililics they have granted to 
Ihe inslitaUnn. I will endeavor to look up a volume ; al least I hope lo send you a 
Lexicon Technicum, not as a work of great value of the present sge, but as the acorn 
from which so many spreading oaks have sprung. The English prelend, and for what 
I know iruly, that ibis was the first essay of the kind in Europe, afterwards enlarged 
■nd made much more useful by Chambera' Dictionary, tben emolated by Ibe literati of 
Piwice, in their Encyclopedia, since grcatlf Improved br Dr. Bees's, and since aome- 
Wbal enlarged byone or two editions in America, and now scattered oil over Ibe world. 

■ By W. W. I am requested lo address this letter lo your office, and am, Sir, wilh 
due respect, your roost obedient bomble servant, JOHN ADAiUS. 

William Wood, Esq. Secretary to the Commiiiee oflhe Apprentices' Library.' 
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On the Fourth of July the members of the government, 
ju4geB of premiums, aiid marshals, breakfasted with the preei- 
dent, and proceeded from tlience, with a band of music and 

" TIm llbnry wm ■ glR from Ibe pablia lo Ibe Bpprenlices of Bo«loa. Il probabJf 
newr ■nlnnHl thu mlnil of any of lla founder*, si *o eorly a day, thai ibe •ppicnliow 
IhnmwIvM nrald conduol it* iSnira. Il was neceuary, however, Ihal a toduf AoM 
h* rormed. or aomo nrganitaiion already eiiiiinir, should take charge of iL The Mm- 
aachflKIU Ohariiabla MeohanlD Anociaiion, ■ locieiy of lung siandiog, asd ksovi 
chinunnr and nputaiion, agreed to accept Ibe Iruai, and set u in guardian. Tlwy 
uy, <n a reiolutlan pund at the time. lllal ' they are willing lo lake upon tbeoMrct 
Iho managemeiil ot Ilia Inalilution, iho benefit o( wbich n lo be fell in every pan cif 
■iKialy: but ihalaooiely, Independent oftbia aauKiation, ought to be willing to rnnwfa 
Oio meani for iu incidelilal expenwi.' 

" The Ubrafy w« aaooRlingly opened, and the appreniiee« gntuilouety aapplied witb 
Ita boolu, III expenwi were paid, for a number of yean, by lubacriplioas from the 
public, under Ibe illroclion of the Mai-haniB Aiaocinlion. Fin«lly, however, Ibeae tnb- 
tortplliMi OMaed, oaaling the whole burden of iu maimenance upon the auooMloa. 
Thia being OMlmry lo the undentanding when they took the library into iheir handa, 
thay dMDMd II expedient to o1o>e iia doora. They remained ahui, however, bat a 
allanillM; Ibrtha apprentinea, foeUng keenly Ihia drprivatiun, beld ameelingat Ihe 
Kiehange CoKee-hnuae, anil agreed to uLe upon Iheiniclvea all it* cures and reapon- 
■Ibilitkia, If the aaaasialion would appropriate a imall amounl lo aid them in the under- 
laklng. 

"Thla reqtieal mol with a cheerful anawei. The appienliees formed Ihemaelves 
Inlo an auonlaliun hy ihe adoplion of a constitution and Ibe choice of a board of oB- 
ears, and the llbnry was given up conditionally to them. 

" Aa Ihia library wns Ihe flrat etiehliabed for ibe uae of apprenlicei, so I beliere this 
waa Iho ftnt aaioolalion organised by apprentioea, and probably is lbs only one now 
•xlillng in Ihe world composed elcluaively of this cIssB. It was formed on Ihe nine- 
inemli ufJunr, laUH, a day, Ibe anniversary of which, is annually observed, wiib appro- 
priate exerehiB*, by a socioly composed of iu post members. 

" All other llbnrlei, as far aa my knowledge ellends, are conducled by older indi- 
viduals, the apprentices themselves only enjoying Ihe privilege of taking out books, 
Tlie amirs of this Institution, on the conlrary, nre managed exclusively by minors. 

" The ralatWa position of the Mechanic Association, in regard to it, resembles very 
mtwb, IhstoT residuary legatees. The library, as bss been before aisled, betougsM 
Iho apprentloea of Uoswn. Ifiheapprenllces' awociaiion, who have ii now in charge, 
should be dlatolvad, or iflhey ahould aliandon il, or should grossly abuse its privileges, 
by allowing olhers than those, for whom il was originally designed, to enjoy it. or by 
any lolVlngomeiil of certain provisos diaqustifyiog Ihemselves for this impDrlanl Inut, 
llien the parani saaouialiun hns a right lo resume the maoagemcnt, with all in additioaa 
ud Improvemenla. 

"Upon Iha Ainnatlonoftbistociely orapprenlices, ■ new era commenced in ihe his- 
ury of the inalilution. 

" A reading departmeni wis etlabilahed, which ha* been furnished, through the lib- 
eralltf of editors and publiihera, with mosi-or the leading newspapers and magaiines. 
A oourse of exercises, consialing of lerlurcs and debales, was introduced, which haa 
bees oonlinued, in each siiecessivo winter since, Clasxea for ibo study of cloculioD, 
and kindred subject*, were formed : a cabinet of minerul* and curiosities commenced; 
and all those means for iatelleclual and moral advancement, which distinguish Ibe age 
n wbloh we live, wen put in force, and with great Bucceas, 
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the standard, to the Washington Gardens, to examine the 
articles presented for exhibition, and the following awards 
were declared : — 

A silver medal of Twelve dollars to William Emerson, for 
the beat specimen of cnd're chaise harness; and the second 
premium of Six dollars in money to the same individual. 

A silver medal of the value of Twelve dollars, to Thomas 
Rnndle, for the best made six -paneled door; and the preminm 
of Six dollars in money to Henry Chubback, for the second 
best 

A silver medal of Ten dollars, to Addison Bacon, for the 
best made pair of chaise wlieels ; and the second premium of 
Five dollars, to Oliver Ames of Norton, for the second best 

A silver medal of Eight dollars, to William Jordan, an ap- 
prentice, for the best ship blocks; and the second of Two 
dollars, to John B. Ingalls, for the next best. 

A silver medal of Six dollars, to Peter Athern, an appren- 
tice, for the best made pair of half boots ; and the second, 
Three dollars in cash, for the second best pair, to Samuel 
B. Pope. 

John I. Bickner, an apprentice in the town of Attleboro', 
presented a barrel, for which no premiums were offered, and 
the government, in consequence of the expense lie had incur- 
red by mistake, directed the treasurer to present to him Five 
doilajs aa a premium, and Three dollars as the price of the 
cask. 

After the award of the premiums, the company returned 
to the bouse of the president and partook of a collation. 
The government then proceeded to join the civic procession. 



1601, iu BDoWerwry was observed, for Iba firal lime, by Bn sddren ftoma 
r. Thi* cusloni bu beea roUawvd in each BUcceiBive year until ItLB prewat, 
raof (be nsfocialiou seringas [he oralora and poelaoTlbe ououion, 
" Tbera arc soma prescDE wbu will probabi/ recollect this lint nddreis. It ms nre 
■1 Urat time lor nay but a prafessional man la appenr berora B public audienM. The 
■yilem Of popubir lecture* and ioclelii:i upoD the lyceum plan, had just been inlrodue- 
ed, and hail not become uommun in this conimunily. An address Tram a mechanic, or 
a mochonie's apprentice, wis indeed a novelty. Mr. Wiiliani F. Bryant, a sanilemaa 
now KsidEHl in Mol>ile, was the person selected to make the attempt, and iiuweeded 
to tlie entire satisfaction of his aiaociotes, and a large number of the frieudsof the in- 
•ilIuiioB who were present." 
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ordered by the Governor of the commonwealth, in honor of 
the day. 

A new plate for certificates of membership waa completed 
this year, at an expense of Two hundred and twenty dollars, 
and each of the members was permitted to take a Dew oertifi- 
cate in place of his old one. 

A letter from Samuel Gilbert, a former secretary, rocom- 
roeaded Benjamin True, printer, "an aged and worthy mem- 
ber, who bad recently suffered severe loas by dre, as a suitable 
object for the exercise of the charitable feeling of the associa- 
tion ; and the treasurer was directed to present to Mr. True 
the sum of Seventy-five dollars. To John Loring, baker, wlio 
had also suirercd some loss by fij-e, the treasurer was directed 
to present " Four barrels of flour, — nineteen dollars and fifty 
cents." 

Eleven candidates were admitted as members at the sev- 
eral quarterly meetings, namely: — 



John I.eman, Blarlcsmilh. 
Oliver Fenialil, Brass- founder, 
Nnlhaniel K. Lombard, Sailmaker. 
f^imon BInjicharcI, Cubinel- maker. 
Uumiui Lincoln, Housewrighl. 
John Drayton, Housewright. 



Thomas Eaton, Saddler. 
Moaes Andem, Ropemaker. 
Thomas Gailield, Cordwainer. 
CliarleB A. Wells, Bookbinder. 
John Vanoevar, Bricklayer. 



The government having recommended the following gen- 
tlemen as candidates for honorary juemberahip, they wnw 
unanimously elected, viz : — 



Hon. Jonu Adams, of Quincy; 
His Excellency John Brooks, of Bedford; 
Hon. Chhistopheh Gobe, of Wallham; 
Hia Honor William pHiLLrps, of Boston; 
Hon. William Gray, of Boaton; 



I 



And a committee of five members was appointed to present 
to each of the gentlemen the certificate of the association. 

Eight members, namely, Benjamin Cushi ng, Jesse Churchill, 
Joseph Allen, Thomas Redman, Jesse Mayo, John David, 
Samuel Curtis, and William McKean, died during the year. 
The families of the seven, first named, received the customary 
donation of Forty dollars. Mr. McKean left directions in hia 
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will, that the Forty dollars, due to his family at his death, 
should be returned and placed in the fund. * 

Two members withdrew from the association. The whole 
number of members at the annual meeting in December 
was Two hundred and fifty-two. 

The property of the association, composed of the usaal 
miscellaneous items, was stated by the auditing committee to 
be Bight thousand six hundred and sixteen dollars and thirty- 
four cents. 

The four first officers of the government and six trustees 
were re-elected. Ephraim Marsh, George Darracott, and Na- 
thaniel Faxon, were chosen to fill the places of the retiring 
trnstees, Messrs. Hunewell, Andrews, and Comey. No change 
was made in the committee of relief- 
It was voted, at this meeting, that the entrance fee of mem- 
bership should hereafter be Ten dollars, — the membera being 
entitled to a certificate and a copy of the constitution. 



• WDIbm HcK«ui v/aa bam in Scoiland, —probably in Gtoiirow, — Bnil bred lo 
the tmie a( a lubaccooisl. He emigralei] to America wben quiie 'young ; reaided ■ 
wliile al Hili&x ; BAerward ia Virgini* ; and look up > perminEnl residence in Mas- 
•ocbuMilu, during or >oon ifler the war or the revolatioo. He lirtt set op bis busineiB 
in CharliHlgwn, where ba married ; bol not long after removed lo Boslon, to m place 
Uiai hfl purchued, in Ship-etreet, and wbere be iived, manufBcturing tobacco and 
tnott, till bii deaih, in 1S90. His thop, luiown by Ibe ilgn o( an Indian and bii pipe, 
ma ■ «on of land-nuirlE, lo guide the paiatnget lo various rlreeli and lanes al tha 
" Nonb End." Mr. McKean wu four times married, but bad no children except by 
hi* second wife. The number of bin children waa lour — two daughlera and Iwoaons. 
One or the datigblcn, a ilngle woman, ia >til] living, reaiding in Cambridge, with Mn. 
AuMin, — a niece of Mr. MuKean, nbo was brought up n an adopted daughter. Of 
the aona, (he first, Williaio, died in infancy : — ibe other, Joaepb, vaa graduated al 
Harvard College in 1790, — ordained over Ibe congregational aociely in Milloa in 
lliU*, — and succeeded Mr. John Q,umcy Adams, ai Boylslan Froreawr of Rhatorio 
and Belle* Leitres in Harvard College, in IHOU, — which office he held lill his dealh 
in 1618. Mr. McKean (senior] was ramarkalily punctual in his allendance on all the 
meetiDga of the aHocialion. and in the payment of all assessmenu ; and punciiialily, 
pnNDplnea*, esaclneu, — the natural Elements of mercantile and monil inlegrily, — 
were prominenl. and indeed, proverbial trail! in hta ebaractor. Tie wdi often request- 
ed lo serve Ihe asaociation as a Irualee, but as often resoluiely rcfuseJ lo he a caO' 
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At the first goverument meeting, Stephen Fairbanks called 
attention to the affairs of the apprentices' library, — stating 
" that nearly all the money which had been so liberally be- 
stowed for the support of it was expended, and that furthn 
means were necessary, — as the association had taken the 
library under its protection, and must now provide funds to 
insure its stability." With this view, he moved, "That the 
members of the govenimEiat omit, for one year, the usual en- 
tertainment provided at their monthly meetings, and each 
subscribe Twenty-five dollars towards a Library and Premium 
Fund." The motion produced some discussion, and was re- 
ferred to a committee, composed of Stephen Fairbanks, John 
Cotton, David Baker, Benjamin Darling, and William Jack- 
son. This committee made, at the next meeting of the gov* 
ernment, the following report : — 

When the Mechanic Association was finil fanned, it was found not oaiy 
expedient, but indispensable, to fomi a govemmeat to manage a.ni eIlpe^ 
intend its atfaits. Such a government was formed, and by Ihe records it 
will be seen that many who were tlien honored with offices have contin- 
ued with us till the present time, and who, we tnist, have had no reason U> 
regret the part they have taken in establishing and conlinniitg its open- 
tions. Most new societies have something ftboul them which generally 
excites considerable interest, and such as are c-alled to the managemeal 
of them engage with great enrneatiiess and attention in the discharge of 
their official duties. But In almost every i] ' 
that time produces depression, novelty cease 
once so easily excited in the members seei 
and inditference ; consequently lis objects n 
the management borne by a few, who a 



I be granted, 

and the interest which wa* 

to give place to lethaigy 

t be either abandoned, or 

I always ready to apply their 



shoulder! to the wheel. Such we believe to be the result of v 
tiona, formed upon principles which lirst set the projectors of our own la 
operation ; and such certainly is the situation of many similar institutions 
in our sister states. But, tliank Heaven, the reverse is the fact with the 
one in which we are now engaged. Those who had the pleasure to MW 
its seeds have seen them shoot forth and grow in strenf^h, until the 
branches are sufficient to overspread the whole fraternity. It now stands 
like the sturdy oak, defying the winds and the tempest. To what shall 
this be attributed ! The causes are many ; but the primary one we take 
to be the great unanimity and pimcluality with which the governmental 
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affairs have been adminiBlered. Il is believed that no inslitution can be 
aaecessfully managed wilhoul great punclualily on the part of those 
vhoae duty it is to conduct its afTairs, and as we are designed and made 
for social beings, that punctuality seems to be in exact proportion to the 
social spirit vhich pervades the breasts of those, Aus designated at stated 
tiroes to meet each other. But extravagance is not iho cause of punctual- 
ity ; in fact il eventually subverts it. Your commillee believe that such 
ait&Qgenients may be made by the government as will put il in the power 
of every member of the aseocialion to belong to it (if chosen) without any 
injury to his pecuniary concerns or mortification to a juaI and laudable 
ambilion. With such views, we ask leave to offer the following reso* 
lulions : — 

Resolved, That it is not expedient to snipend the meetings and enler- 
tainmenls of the government at the houses of each member, inasmuch as 
an abandonment of this rallying point might endanger that punctuality 
and sociability which lias for live and twenty years been so conspicuous. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the nine trustees, in the month 
of March, to meet and form a bill of fare; which bill shall be strictly ad- 
hered to the current year ; and any trustee who shall deviate In any par- 
ticular, shall forfeit Twenty dollars, to be paid into the library fund. 

Resolved, That we duly appreciate the motives of the projectors of the 
apprentices library, and are well satisfied that the acceptance of it will 
ultiraately be of great advantage (o this association ; and that as a gov' 
eminent we shall, with great pleasure, give all the time to its management 
whioh the importance of the inslituiion shall require ; but as such, we do 
not consider ii proper lo raise its funds by our own donations, as it will 
fotm a precedent which may prove a serious injury to our future welfare. 

Resolved, That while the government of this association is willing lo 
lake npon itself the management of an inslitution, the benefit of which is 
to be fell by every part of society, society, independent of this association, 
oogbl to be willing to furnish the means of defraying all the incidental 
expenses, 

Rcaolred, That a comroitlee he appointed, whose duly il shall be to 
lay before the public a statement of facts which il is believed are now 
imknown to them, and endeavor to obtain a certain number of yearly sub- 
sciib6ia for ihe purpose of raising a sufficient sum lo defray the expenses 
of &s Apprentices Library. Per order. 

gigned, STEPHEN FAIRBANKS, Chaimitn. 

The report and resolutions were nnanimously accepted, 
and s committee was appointed to carry into effect the last 
resolution. 

A committee was appointed to confer with the school 
committee of the town, on tbe £lopu@t^ P^ extending the 
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plan of the contemplated " classical school," * bo as to adimt 
apprentices to its advantages in an evening school. The 
committee, of which the vice-president was chairman, after 
considerable deliberation, reported that it was inexpedient 
to make such an application, — and the report was ac- 
cepted. 

The committee appointed in November, of which also the 
vice-president was chairman, to consider the expediency of 
circulating a aubacription paper, to raise funds for the pur- 
chase of additional books, reported, " That, as in June last, 
they raised by subscription a considerable sum for premiums 
and for the library, and that, in all probability, they will an- 
nnally resort to the same mode of raising money for these 
pnrpoaea, they are of opinion that, to have reconrse to it now 
would be bringing the society too frequently before the pub- 
lic; they therefore think it inexpedient," The committee 
proposed the exchanging of some of the books in the library, 
— especially a set of Reea's Cyclopedia, for " books of a more 
popular character." {II) 

The government had been directed to see if any and what 
alterations were necessary in the constitution, and came to 
the conclusion that it was expedient to propose a change in 
the days stated for the quarterly meetings, and unanimously 
recommended that, " instead of the present times of the year- 
ly and quarterly meetings, they be as follows, viz : — On the 
first Thursday of January, April, and October, and on the 
day of the celebration of the anniversary of American Inde- 
pendence. The choice of officers shall be in October annual- 
ly." This change was approved by the association, and be- 
came a part of the constitution. 

It had been found that the exhibition for premiums on the 
Fourth of July interfered with plans for pleasure and rec- 
reation on that day ; the government decided that the ex- 
hibition, in future, " should be on the day of the triennial cel- 
ebration, instead of the Fourth of July. The exhibition ac- 
cordingly took place on the fourth day of October, at the 
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csaal place and with the aaual 
] of awards, viz: — 

To Joseph Francis, for the best boat, 

To John M. FoHier, for the hem Baddle, 

To Henry H. Barton, for the second beal, 

To Bobert Hume, for the heal brass firo-sett, 

To John Knapp, for the second, 
Z To Churles A. Wells, for the best book-binding, 

^^^^P.To Charles Stimpson, for second best, 
^^^^f To Joseph Wilder, for best edge'toot, 
^^^^- To Boberi Hewes, for starch and powder, 

To David Baker, for a quadrant. 

The committee that was appointed to procure the money 
to pay these premiums, employed Jacob Kuhti to solicit 
subscriptions for that purpoBe. The exact amount obtained 
does not appear in the record ; but it exceeded Three hundred 
dollars. 

The Triennial Festival recurring this year, a committee of 
arrangements, consisting as usual, of the government, and 
twelve other members, was appointed in July. Thomas 
Wells (a former secretary) was invited to deliver the public 
address on the occasion, and accepted the invitation. The 
invitations of the committee extended to about sixty gentle- 
men of distinction and official characters. 

The annual meeting having been changed from the third 
Wednesday of December to the first Thursday of October, 
the report of the committee on the secretary and treasurer's 
accounts embraced, of course, the proceedings of only nine 
months. The property of the association amounted to iWne 
thoutand three hundred and eighty-seven dollars and forty-one 
cents. 

Six members, (one of whom, Isaac P. Davis, was an origi- 
nal member,) withdrew from the association. Forty-one were 
admitted, viz: — 



Benjamin Abrams, Cooper. 
John Urann, Cooper. 
Moses Miller, Cooper. 
Aaron Rand, Cuoper. 
Lewis Bm^kiss, Cabinet-maker 
23 



Thomas Whitraarsh, Tailor. 
Ezra Dyer, Tailor. 
James Spear, Cooper. 
Lewis A. Laureat, Gold-beater. 
Charles Tileslon, Hatter. 
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Nsthtniel Grover, Shipsmilh. 
Jakn Allen, Houaewright. 
Nathaniel Rice, Hounewright. 
Lendell Pitts, Housewright. 
Peter Cud-worth, Housewri^t. 
Samuel Darling, Houeewri^t. 
Luther Farnoll, llousewrighi, 
John Greenwood, IlousewriglU. 
James Denton, Housewright. 
Cornelius firigga, Carver. 
Sntnuel Dennis, Bricklayer. 
Abrahiun Call, Tailor. 
Jonea Dow, Tailor. 
Frederick Lane, Tamer. 
Nalhaniel E. Bell, Bricklayer. 
laaiah Souther, Housewrigfal. 

The number of deaths was five, viz. John Loring, Braddock 
Loring, Stephen Shelton, Richard Faxon, and William Lan- 
kestcr. 

As the last bnsinesa, previous to the public services of the 
occasion, was the choice of officers, the president addressed 
the meeting, — adverted to the length of time he had endeav- 
ored to serve the association as its president, and the pleasure 
and satisfaction he had enjoyed, — and wished to be no 
longer a candidate for the office. The government was then 
organized as follows: — 



Alpheus Carey, Stone-cutter. 
John Hoss, Hairdresser. 
Robert Ripley, Cooper. 
Joseph Lincoln, Housewright, 
Hezekiah Stoddard, Housewrij^t. 
John Ladd, Housewright. 
William William!, Distiller. 
William Wiswall, Cordwainer. 
Thomas Tiriell, Cordwainer. 
Joseph Hastings, Tallow-ohamller. 
Abel Steams, Currier. 
Isaac J. BicknelJ, Currier. 
John Saville, Tailor. 
Solomon Cotton, Painter 
Charles Stiropson, Bookbinder. 



John Cotton, President. 
John Doggelt, Vict-Presidtnt. 
Thomas Hnghes, 
Stephen Fairbanks, 
Benjamin Darling, 
., , Eplwaim Marsh, 

George Darracolt, 



Joseph Lovering, Trtaiurer, 
David Francis, Seerelaty. 

Nathaniel Faxon, 

Benjamin Russell, 

Joseph Jenkins, 

Francis Jackson, 

Trustui. 



k 



The committee of relief was re-chosen, and the sum of 
Two hundred dollars placed at their disposal. 

Mr. Hunewell offered the following: — " Voted, That the 
thanks of tiis association be presented to Benjamin Russell, 
Esq, for his able, successful, and unceasing exertions to pro- 
mote the interest, honor, and happiness of this association, 
during the fourteen years which he, with honor to himself 
and pride to the association, has presided over it" This was 




unanimously passed, and the secretary was instructed to 
transmit a copy of it to Mr. Ruascll. 

Gerry Fairbanks submitted the fallowing, which was also 
nnanimously adopted: — "Resolved, That a committee of 
six be chosen, for the purpose of procuring a silver pitcher, 
with suitable inscriptions, to be paid for from the funds of the 
association, with directions to present the same to Benjamin 
Russell, Esq. in testimony of their respect and approbation 
for his able and faithful services as president of the Massa- 
ehnsetts Charitable Mechanic Association," The committee 
was composed of the president, Messrs. Hunewell, G. Fair- 
banks, Purkitt, D. Messinger, and Wilkinson, 

The association, wilh those who had been invited to par- 
ticipate in the festival, were formed into a procession, un- 
der Benjamin Loring, as chief marshal, and moved to the 
meeting-house in Hollis-street, where religious services were 
performed by the Rev. John Pierpont, — an address delivered 
by Mr. Wells, — and an ode and a hymn (both written by 
Mr. Pierpont) were sung by a choir. * Returning to Fanenil 



• EiUsel rrom Mr. Welis'a addiMs: — 

" Fenevere, my rrienda, in all your beneScanl eiertioin, keeping in mtoililha imta- 
iNlily of all onhly pouessiona, Bnd Ifae eilreme frailty of iImI dependence, which it 
■tuched loo atrongly ihcreto. Enlnrge your sphere of uoeruIasKa ; oonitoDtly en- 
deavor, hy your eianiple and exertioiiB, lo promote indusiry, pmdeni^e, IBinpeiance, 
and euntenlmGnl : which, superior to the Tabled powers of the philosopher's alone, 
vhile Ihey place above the reach of want, generally aabnl the invaluable bleuing of 
hs*lth,Bs a zeal lo eojayoient. Ilow otuch of the public ptoaperily and bappiDBU de- 
pends on ■ righl DpprBciuion of tlie*e viituea! 

" The numerous useful inventions of our country, to eneounge indusiry, and dimin- 
kb Ibe severity of manual labor ; Ihe applicalioo of sleam, to an extent unheeid of m 
Ibnner time* ; the more eilendeil knowledge of cbemislry, s* spplied to ibe purposes 
of common life, wilb its introducllon and bcneGcisI use in vnrious mechanic and manu- 
lacturing establishments i as well as Ihe gresl improvemenis, which have recently 
taken place in many of ihese vslnable eslublishmeats ; are themes which would require 
a notice too ample for the present occeaion. 

" The first preaident of this aaaocbtion wns Paul Revere, En] a man of preeminent 
mechanic abilities, integrity, firmness, and usefulness; by whose cnterpriiing genius 
Wid porsevering exertions many useful maoobctures and impravemenls have been in- 
iroduced and established, hoootable lo our country. 

"The Ant vice-president was Edward Tuckerman, Esq. whose industry and worth 
•re ilrongly aiaucisted wilh his memory, espeoinlly by Ike citizens of Ihia part of the 
town, and the elder brethren of tbiaasaociatioo. These olllces tliey filled for four auc- 
e years, wilh much honor tu Ihenuelves, and great aaliafsciio 



IB (bay decliBod aay further rft-elocliWL i£lat Uviag to v. 
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Hall, the association partook of a sumptaous dinner, enliy- 
ened with sentiment, speeches, and songs. Of the songs, one 
was written by Alphcus Carey, a member, and one by Josiah 

pleuiDS prospect or the eiteDtion and permanency of ihi* fiibric, which iheyuUrgetir 
•aaiited in erecting, Ibejr wera ullad, by tba Supreme Arobltecl, u we inni, lu 
make pan oTlbBlapirilunllHiildlng, which i* labjecl to po decay: togelhn with ibo 
pbilanlhrDpio Wrighl, ■<• long Ihe Bble Ireuurer of ihe sMociMion ; (he upright, indis- 
trioui Collon, the (alher of your Dewly-elecled pretldent ; the gecrroui Breed, wbcM 
■llschmeni 10 this inslituUon wii SD tiro ngly evinced by the reveniamry legacy, be- 
queathed in hii Inal will ; the mpecled Andiewi, once your aecrelary ; Ihe acteonk 
■rtial, and civilian, Fairbanlu, whose valued addresi, berore the Buociiiion niae yon 
since, is still io your memoiie* ; the candid, promising Eliot, [he modest printer ; the 
patriarehal McKean, ihe benevoleat citiien, a genuine ilcBcendinl of 3ir WiUlain 
Wallace, and tirm ditciple of Waabioglon ; and racenlly, Deacon Ricfaard Faioa, tB 
original member, an honor Io nooiety, and Qnt on your finl list of iruileea; whoa* 
memory will long be cheriahed wherever his name was known. 

" Would lime permit, we mighl usefully extend Ihe asaocialion of ideas on the oriel 
of Providence, produced by a recurrence lolhe respecled names of Etint, and MoKeaa, 
Ihe ftlhdr of one and Ihe son of Ihe other having been emiueul scholars aad miniaten, 
all cloaely united in friendship and lies of alTeclian, ail eminent in their reapective pro- 
fessions, combioin^ their inielleciual pleaaurea wilh Iheir Utachment lo Ihe dutiea of 
oommon life — now gone lo reap their reward. 



' That life is louj, whieli ai 



L Odi 






:ra life's great end.' " 

>n by ihe Rev. John Fierpont. 



Spiril of Wisdom and of Power' 
The worlta of Egypl's mightiest hour, 

The pyramid and vaulted tomb, 
The peerluaa&ne of David's Son, 
The giant lowers of Babylon, — 

Old works of grandeur and of ^loom, ^ 
Thy curtained ark, the jeweled vest 
Thai gleamed of old on Aaron's breast,— 

Works for their glorioui beauty Ikmed, — 
All these, by Ihine inlbrming mind, 
In slrengih Were reared, wilh skill designed, 

And lead our Ihoughli lo ihoe, when named, 
Looe columns, on Ih' toaian shore, 
And Bculplurod ruins, scallered o'er 

Alhenian and Corinthian plains, 
Of Heaven's departed spirit speak. 
Thai shed a glory round the Greek, 

And threw its laat light on his chains. 
The conqueror's arcb, Ihe temple's dome, 
Orpagan and of Christian Rome, 



Of thy past inspirations lelJ. 



caiXtrxVLS HlfoifATnb Alf^ocUTloN. 
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SpoTT. The usual complimentary votes of thanks were pass- 
ed, and a copy of Mr. Wells's address requested for publtca* 
tion. The record of these proceeding closes with the follow- 
ing paragraph : — " The secretary is forbid to say that another 
doruUion of One hundred dollars was received from our old 
friend and patron, His Honor William Phillips." 

One of the clergymen invited on this occasion was the 
Right Reverend Bishop Chevereux of the Roman Catholic 
charch, who attended the services throughout the day, and 
pronounced a benediction at the dinner table. 

A special meeting of the government was held for the 
poipoae of passing a few formal votes, concerning the library 
and the investment of funds. At this meeting, Joseph Jen- 
kins, Thomas Hughes, and Benjamin Barling, were appoint- 
ed a committee to intjuire into the expediency of printing a 



Tbe aru Ihal bid our mviet ride, 
And ihudder o'er ibe Irncklew tide, 

The *ru of dove-winged peace, are ihioc 
Spirit or Wi^Dtn aad of Power ! 
Be ihoa our undecaying tower, 

And our adoring hearu thy shrine. 

OuQinu. HruN, by the laiiie. 

Now to the God, lo whom all might 

And glory, in ail worldi belong, 
Who fills, unseen, hia Ibrone of light, 

Come, let us ling a general song. 
His Spirit wrapped the mantling air, 

or old, around our iaranl Earlh, 
And, on herbocom, warm and fair, 

Gave her young lord hie joyoui birth. 
He smilei on morning's rosy way : 

He paisls tbe gorgeous clouds of evea: 
To noon, he girea its ripening aj ; 

To night, the view of glorious heaven. 
He drives along those sparkhng globea, 

In circles of unerring truth; 
He decks ihetn lit in radianl robes, 

And crowns ihem with elemal youth. 
So will he crown the upright mind, 

When life and all iu lolls are o'er : 
Then let his praise, on every wind 

Kita, till the wiod* iball inks no more. 



I 
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revised and complete edition of the ponstitntion, and to sng- 
gest any alterations tlicy may deem necessary. 

The newly-elected government began the exercise of its 
prerogative in November, by some acts of justice and some 
of generosity. Arrearages were remitted, — a few detinqnenta 
were deprived of their membership, — certain notes for past 
assessments were delivered to the promiaers, — and one, — 
the note of J. T. Buckingham for the balance dae from him 
as secretary, — was discharged by his bill for priming the 
address of Mr, Wells. A donation of Twenty dollars was 
received by the committee of relief from William Jackson. — 
A committee was appointed "to examine into the expendl' 
turea of the association for llie last ten years, to see if it be 
possible to discontinue any of the present assessments, with* 
out detriment to the funds." When the committee presented 
its report, the government voted, that it was inexpedient to 
recommend any reduction of assessments. 



18 2 2. 



At the quarterly meeting in January, a committee, pre- 
viously instructed to procure a silver pitcher, to be preseat^d 
to Mr. Russell, the late president, handed to the president the 
article with a suitable inscription thereon. Mr. Russell hav- 
ing just entered the. hall, the president addressed him as fol- 
lows : — 

In puraiiance of the wish of the Mciely, as daolated in their vole st 
their annual meeting, it now becomes my pleasing duty to request jtyar 
acceptajice of this token of their respect for your talents, and gratitude for 
the application of them to the use of this aasoeiatioii, in the various of- 
fices you have sustained with so miicti honor to yourself and so much ad- 
vantage to it. It is not offered as a reward for these or those services, — 
for that they can only refer you lo a consciousness of the faithful per- 
formance of arduous duties ; but they offer it as au expression of 
Btlacbment for an able, zealous, steady friend; and I hope it will it 
tiroes recall to your mind soma of the happy hours we have enjoyed 
together. 
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To which Mr. Rassell replied : — 

Mb. Prbsidbnt, — Having', until wilhina few moments of my entrance 
into this room, been engaged for many hours in a very painful duly,* 
mjr mind ia ill at ease to reply, as I ought, to the kind and brotherly man- 
ner, in which you have complied with the commission confided to you 
by ihe Masnachuaelts Charitable Mechanic Association, 10 present to me 
this invaluable testimonial of their confidence and esteem. 

But my heart, Mr. President, must be colder than ice, if it were not 
enseeptible of the most grateful emotions on an occaaion ho calculated to 
affect it J — and, believe me, Sir, when I assure you that I esteem this 
vrase], — coming from the source whence it has proceeded, and oifered 
with so much unanimity by associates, whose worth, integrity, and good 
feelings I have, for so many years been the constant witness, — more 
highly than if it were made of the gold of Ophir and filled with dia- 
raonda. 

Bt jiut and ftar not is the motto which it hears. In the discharge of 
all the duties imposed an me by the numerous offices to which I have 
been elected by the partiality of our associates, I assure you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, thai to be juit has been my utmoal endeavor, however imperfectly 
1 may have attained it, and in the discharge of my duties 1 have known 
no other fear, than the fear of displeasing them. And I can add, with 
the utmost sincerity, that during ray long, long connection with you, Mr. 
President, my brother officers, and brother associates, the duty, which 
this motto inculcates, haa been their guide and object in all their pro- 
ceedings. And permit me, Sir, further to add, thai while, as asnociatM, 
they adhere to thia motto, the respectability they have attained in the 
community, of which they form so important a part, and the usefulness 
which has flowed to the arts and humanity from their benevolence nnd 
emmple, will be but a foretaste of that respectability and usefulness to 
which this association will arrive. 

Ale. President, 1 accept thia piece of plate with pleasure and gratitude, 
and again thank you for the kind and alfectionato manner in which you 
have p 



The president laid before the government a letter, of which 
the following is a copy : — 
Boston, IS. At a meeting of ihe Selectmen, February 26, 1822. 

Whereaa the laws of this commonwealth provide that the selectmen of 
the several towns may annually appoint, by a writing under their hands, 
any suitable person or persons as auctioneers in said towns, and (hat they 
•hall keep a record of the same, and ahall receive for their own use for 

■ 3Ir. Rusull had been eD^^ngcd duHug muny tiDura u Ibe furemaa ofa jury, an Itae 
tiiil of two jienoiis indicied fur munier. 
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eairh and every liceoaa so granted the sum of Two dollars : — And where- 
as the aelectmen of Ihe town of Boston did, in the year 1820, Ucense 
lifty-nine peraons Bs auctioneers, and did also, in Ihe year 1821, liceou 
lixly-one auctioneers, the money arising from Ihe same amouoted to TVo 
hundred and forty dollars, which sum the selectmea decline receiving to 
their own use ; but they deem it proper and expedient that the aune 
should be by them appropriated in a suitable manner: — 

Therefore, voted, Thai the sum of One hundred and eighty doUan, re- 
maining in the hands of the treasurer of this board, be by him paid oret 
to the town clerk, who shall transmit (he same to the president and mem- 
bers of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, together with 
a copy of this vote, ns a donation from the selectmen of the town of Bos- 
ton, for the purpose of constituting a fund for the relief of distroased mem- 
bers, and the families of indigent members of thai association, the interott 
of which to be appropriated by the committee of relief to these objects. 

A true copy from the record. 

Attest, THOMAS CLARK, Town CUrl. 

After some debate as to the best mode of investing this 
donation, and making a separate fund of it when the whole 
stock in the association is for benevolent ptirposes, the sub- 
ject was referred to the president, vice-president, and treasurer, 
aa a committee, " with full power to act thereon, and to re- 
turn to the selectmen such an answer as they deemed proper." 
The committee reported "that the government do, in behalf 
of the association, gratefully receive the said One hundred 
and eighty dollars for the purpose of forming a fund, which, 
with such sums as may be given for similar purposes, shall 
be called the " Relief Fund," the interest only of which shall 
be applied by the committee of relief to assist indigent 
members, or the families of distressed members of this society." 
A letter of thanks was sent to the selectmen. 

The committee, which had been appointed to revise the 
constitution, reported a new draft, changing the phraseology 
in some of the articles, and providing for a different organi- 
zation of some of the committees. The most important 
change in this respect was the provision that a committee of 
finance should be organized at the first meeting of every 
newly-elected government, to consist of the president and 
vice-president, and three trustees to be chosen by written 
votes. Some of the duties of officers and committees were 
more particularly defined, but the essential features of the 
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constitution remained utwhanged.' The new draft was dis- 
cnased in the government at several meetings, and was sub- 
jected to a :^earching examination by the association at large, 
before ita adoption. 
.1 The library and the funds were subjects of careful atten- 
tion. Exchanges of stocks were frequently made with ad- 
vantage to the funds, which at the close of the year pre- 
sented an aggregate of Ni/tt: thousand one hundred and seventy 
dotlan andji/ty-one cents. 

Nine persons were admitted members: — 

John Kuhn, Tailor. 
John Molineuv, BraBg-foundi^r. 
Edwud D. Clark, Cuppetsmith. 
Henry H. Barton, Saddler. 
Edwud Ptiillipa, Painter. 



1 Bobbin fl, Bool-maker. 
Welles, Silver-manufuc- 



Edwarii Crehore, Hnttor. 
Gridley Brj-ant, Briuklnye) 



The arrearages of six members were remitted, — one of 
whom was discharged at his own request. Seven members, 
viz. Joseph Callendcr, Levi Hearsey, Benjamin T. Wells, 
Stukely B. Fessendcn, A. O. Barton, and Daniel Clap, died 
• during tlie year. 



Messra. JoHK CoFFIN 

Jaheb Pehei 



JONB! 



James Li.ovi 

Jons PHILLI 



, merchants of Boston, were admitted as honorary members. 

Tile vice-president, John Doggett, declined a re-election, 
and Thomas W. Sumner was elected to that office, Samuel 
T. Armstrong, George Domett, and Francis Southack were 
chosen trustees to fill the places of Thomas Hughes, Stephen 
Fairbanks, and Benjamin Darling, whose constitutional term 
of Bervice expired. All the other officers of the year were re- 
elected. 

Two hundred dollars (the usual sum) was placed at the 
dispOBal of the committee of relief. 

Twenty dollars were given, by a vote of the government, 
to a member (a cabinet-maker) who had lost, by fire, his 
.workshop and most of his tools. The same sum was also 



* Nu copy of Ihii draft of Uii 
prinUMl oopy. Ofcourae, ihis 
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giveo to Ibe widow of Leri Hearsej, (attboogh Mr. Ueaisey 
bad lost all cUim to the fund by seTrra] yeats of negU* 
gence) in consideration of ibe fact that be was an original 
TDember, and that the "widow «~as now in a eitaation in 
which Bome re-lief wotild be desirabl*-." 

Agreeably to a provisioQ in the new constilotion, the gov- 
enitneni, at its fir$t meeting appointed the rommittee of 
finanee, viz. the president, the rice-president, Ephmiin Marsh, 
Geo^ Darmcott, and Nathaniel Faxon, — the last three 
chosen by ballot. 



18 2 3. 



Alexander Parriii, a member, presented to the library a file 
of the " Independent Bostonian," for which he received thanks 
on the instant, ,\fter some obsen-ations on the nature and 
object of the paper, he requested that the association wonld 
give a recommendation of its utility to mechanics. The sub- 
ject was referred to the governinent, which voted such a re- 
commendation inexpedient 

Joseph Batson, another member, also presented, for the 
library, a namber of drafts and designs in architecture, which 
were accepted with thanks. 

Hon. Christopher Gore presented to the library a large and 
expensive book, entitled " Recneil Parallelle des Edifices," — 
for which the president returned the usnal vote of thanks. 

The library committee, by their chairman, S. T. Arjnstrong, 
reported a circular, for distribution among the mechanics, re- 
questing aid, to enable the government to continae their care 
of the library, — which was ordered to be printed and circu- 
lated. 

For want of funds to pay the current expenses of the 
library, it was ordered to be closed on the second of April. 

Renewed efforts were made to collect arrearages. 

Two members, viz. Joseph Stokes and Daniel Tuttle, de- 
ceased ; one withdrew his membership ; and the names of 
four were stricken from the books. Three persons were ad- 
mitted members : — 
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Luke Rirhardfion, llair-worker. Truman 0. Hntlbi^rl, Tin-plnie- 

WnlleT Cornell, Stove-mnnufacturer. worker. 

The committee of finance, having examined the accounts 
of the secretary and treasurer, reported ihat the property of 
the association consisted of the following items viz: — 



Stock ill ihe Mechanics' and Monufacluiera' Bank, 

Advance on do. 2 par cent. 

Stock in the Ea^'lc Biiuk, 

AdTance, 4 per cent. 

Six per cent, stork, 

Seven per cent, stock, 

Advance, ......... 

Plate and certilicate.'t, 

Stove, chairs, tables, &c 

Cash on hand, 

Belief fund, 



'5,000 00 
100 00 

3,000 00 
120 00 
100 00 
200 00 

200 00 



And I 

The vice-president, Mr. Sumner, declined a re-election. 
Joseph Jenkins, one of the trustees, whose constitutional 
term had not expired, also declined further service in that 
capacity. The following officers were then elected: — 



Julin Cotton, President. 
Samuel Perkln.'t, Vice- Preiidtnl. 

^^^. Benjnniin RuBsell, 

^E^^^^^. Francis Jackson, 

^^^^^Lj Samuel T. Annatrong, 

^^^^^K Geoi^e Dome tl, 

^^^^H Francis Soulbac, 

^^^^V Francis Jackson, 

^^^B Ephraim Marsh, 

^^^^^B Daniel Messinger, 

^^^^H Jonathan Harrington, 



Joseph Lovering, Treasurtr. 
David FtaneiB, Secretary. 
Simon WilkinHin, 
Turell Tuitle, jim. 
Jnseph S. Read, 
John F. Thorndike, 

Tnulee*. 
Oliver Johonnot, 
Benjamin Clorl^ 
I»!BHc Harris, 
Zephaniah Sampson, 

ComniUlee of Relief. 



The following letter was received from His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor: — "Mr. Phillips presents his compli- 
ments to the president of the Massachusetts Charitable Me- 
chanic Association, and requests him to apply the within to 
the use of the library for mechanics' apprentice.s, in such 
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raamier as the trusteea of the nssociation may judge besl." 
The inclo»iire was a bank note of One bundrrd dollars; 
which was accepted, and a reply eiiclo»iiig a vote of thauks 
was returned. 

An application was made to the government, by a Mr. 
Jenckes that the association would purcliase one or more of 
his patent "Alleviators," (a machine to raise the sick from 
their beds) for the use of their mcmbera ; which was referred 
to a committee. The committee reported that "the machine 
is not exactly suited to any purpose the society might want; 
that the cost is too high ; and that no farther proceedings be 
had on the subject" The report was accepted. 

ToreJl Tuttle, jun. declined serving as a trustee, and Enoch 
Hobart was chosen to fill the vacancy. 

The following letter was transmitted to the government by 
the gentleman to whom it was directed : — 

Springjuld, Nov. 18, 1833. 
SiH, — I have been informed, wilh much salisfiiolion, of the establiBh- 
ment of the meehanic apiirenlices' library in Boston, and through the 
medium of your paper have since learnt that eoDtributions to it would be 
BDcepiable. I am a mechanic myself, and served my apprenticeship in 
Boston ; and having had the advantage of a social library while there, sm 
very sensible of the value of an institution of the kind in any town. I en- 
close Five dollars, and send a set of Tmmbuirs History of Connecticut, 
which I wish you would have the goodness lo olfer to the library, lo be 
disposed of as their directors may think proper, and hope, at the same 
lime, thai it may be received with my best wishes for the proBperily of 
CHARLES STEARNS. 

SELL, Esq. 



18 2 4. 

Dr. John W. Webster intiinated a wish that the members 
of the asBOciatioti should attend a course of lectures on chem- 
istry and mineralogy, which he was about to deliver, and pro- 
posed that, if any number of subscribers (not less than twenty) 
should be obtained, one half of the avails of the tickets should 
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I given (o the apprentices' library. The proposal was rc- 
rred to a committee, who made exertions to procure twenty 
ftiscribers, but were not sutcessful. Dr. Webster then pre.- 
tited to the library fund half of the proceeds of all the tick- 
■ sold to members of the asaociation. Seventy-two dollars 
as the amount thus collected, one half of which, — Thirty- 
It dollars, — was received by the government and appro- 
iated to the use of the library. 

The committee which had been appointed to procure an 
■ator for the trieiniial festival reported, that they had invited 
Ipheus Carey to perform that service, and had received from 

m the following reply : — 

Boston, Feb. 9, 1824. 
Gmxi-EMEN, — Your communicalion of the Mh insl. is July received, 

which, as a comiaittee fiom itie government of tlie bloBaachuselts 
liaritable Mechanic Ansocialion, you request me to deliver an address at 
IT next triennial celebration. It would perhaps have been more for- 
nat«t, had you selected one, whose literary attainments, as well as ex- 
irieuce in public speaking, are superior to my own. But the deep in- 
rest I have always felt in Ike cause of the arts and the prosperity of the 
latitution of which I have the honor to be a member, will not permit me 
> decline your invitation. If such, therefore, ia the wish of the govern- 
lent, I shall accept it ; and, relying on the candor of my brethren, will 
ndeavor, as far as my humble abilities will permit, to sustain the reputa- 
on of our associaiion. 1 am, kc. Slc. ALPHEUS CAREY. 

To S. Pbbbins, B. Rdssell, and F. Jackso.s, EsqVs. 

Whereupon it was voted, that the same committee inform 
llr. Carey that it is the unanimous desire of the government 
bat he should deliver an address at the next triennial festival. 

A communication was received from S. Fairbanks, request- 
ng the government to consider the expediency of assisting 
Urs. David in educating her deaf and dumb child at the Hart- 
t>rd Asylum. A committee, to whom the application was 
eferred, reportod in favor of allowing her Twenty dollars. — 
he largest sura which the government could grant in any one 
»se. The members of the government thought the sum was 
oo small to be of any essential service, and voted to refer the 
object to the association, with a recommendation that Fifty 
lollars should be given to Mrs, David. The proposition came 
lefore the association at its quarterly meeting in July. After 
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discassion, it was suggested that the Legislature might be in- 
duced to afford relief in the case, and it was voted ihat t 
committee, consisting of S. Fairbanks, J. T. Buckingham, 
and F. Jackson, make the proper inquiries, — to obtain what 
aid the Legislature might grant, — and, in case of fieiiluie to 
appropriate Fifty dollars from the funds, to assist in the edu* 
cation of the lad. 

At the government meeting in July, the president stated 
that he had received a letter from the mayor of the city, im- 
plicating the directors of the library ; whereupon the follow- 
ing preamble and vote were passed : — 

Whereas Mr. Jones Dow, in the year 1821, applied to be admitted a 
member of this association, and, having passed the government, was, on 
the fourth of July, in the same year, balloted in, and duly notified of the 
aamo by the secretary-, — but neglecting to comply with the rules and 
orders of the association : therefore 

Voted unanimously, Tliat his name be erased from the record-book, 
wherever it appears. And, having very unadvisedly made a complaint to 
the mayor concerning a book which was delivered to one of his appren- 
tices, instead of a respectful application to the library directors ; voted, 
that he be debarred, in future, all privileges in the library, and that no 
books be delivered to his apprentices. 

The letter of the mayor, of which the following is a copy, 
was committed to the president, S. T. Armstrong, and F. 
Jackson : — 

Boston^ June 23, 1824. 

Sir, — I have received a complaint against the managers, or trustees, 
of the apprt»ntices' library, and. understanding that it is under your general 
superintendence, I take the liberty to state the nature of the complaint, 
and to request your particular attention to tlie subject It is said that 
books of a very exceptionable character are permitted to be distributed in 
families from that library, and that there is not such a supervision exer- 
cised in relation to the nature of the books circulated from it as ought to 
be required. A respectable citizen has made a formal complaint to me 
upon that subject, and has left a book with me, which he has taken from 
his apprentice, which is of the character above specified, and has been 
circulated among the females, his domestics, to his great annoyance. 
I shall be happy to have an interview on the subject, whenever your 
leisure permits ; being very truly and respectfully yours, &c. 

JOSIAH QUINCY, Mayor. 

John Cotton, Esq. President of the Mechanic Association, 
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L The committee, after suitable investigation, made the fol- 
Ipwing report : — 

L* They are at a loss to perceive what motive has led the parly to prefer 
pi« complaJDl to that olficer, and they would avail themselves of the 
fresenl opportuiiily respectfully to stale, that they cannot consider theni- 
kelres, either as individuals or associates, in any manner accountable to 
4ke mayor for what has been done, or may hereafter be done, in rei^rd to 
flie management of the library. Your committee have reason to believe 
Ihat a caiefui supervision haa been exercised over the library. It was 
frerefors with surprize and regret that they thought they could perceive, 
!■ the letter of the mayor, evidence of his belief in tlie slander attempted 
to be propagated a^inat the associalion through their comiuitlee. in the 
■asertion that " books of a very exceptionable character are perraitied to 
be distributed into families from that library ; and that there is not that 
■uperviaioD eiereiaed in relation to the nature of the books cirenlated 
iriMii it, as ouarhl to be required." The boolt in question appears to have 
been written by a medical gentlemen for the use of his profession ; and, 
boia such an inspection as leisure has permitted, little or nothing has 
been noticed, which, in the judgement of your committee, is calculated 
K iaflsme the roost prurient imagination. The committee have great 
Measure ia stating their conlident opinion, that the library has been, is 
tfovT, and will continue to be, a source oi high grdlificntion, and a means 
tt Bolid improvement to tliat ulaes of persons for whose use it was de- 
signed. The committee would not fail, in this place, to express their full 
belief tliat the conduct of the mayor in this alTair has arisen from a desire 
to promote the best interests of society, and that they entertain the highest 
IMpect for his personal and public character. 

All which is tespectfuily submitted. JOHN COTTON, 

S. T. ARMSTRONG, 
FRANCIS JACKSON. 

The report was accepted, and a copy of it sent to the 
mayor. 

The usual measnres preparatory to the celebration of the 
triennial festival were adopted. At one of the meetings of 
the committee of arrangements, information was given that 
General Lafayette was expected to visit Boston, and a de- 
wre prevailed that he should be invited to the festival ; and to 
tbis end, it was proposed to alter a provision in the constitu- 
tion, in order that the festival might be held at an earlier day 
tkan that specified in the constitution. At a subsequent 
meeting the committee on invitations reported that they had 
waited on General Lafayette, and presented to him a copy 
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of the Toleyioviti^ him torn pdbSediMKr; tksl he pmented 
bis thaolu to the commitree, and said he would letorn an 
answer ia writiiig. Hb aavwer was ami io the ametofj i 
aod is in the wofds ibUowing : — 



Sib. — Mr respect fior die 3f-wnrhoietl» CbantaUe ^^'^■^■m* Aaan 
eiatkm. and mj gnhtDiie fisr their kijiai iniitanen. esanat bat greatly is- 
creajie mj respret to be 'anpenaat§lj limited bj tine in this fint viiit to 
Botftm. I jost came to gntifj mj ardent desire to find mjnelf agun in 
tiu4 citj ; bat in a £ew daj» most p ro ce e d to tbe Sooth, and am pre- 
ensazed for ererj moment preriovs to mj departnre. Bat, oa mj letam 
to Boston, before I leare this shore of Hbertr. I will elaim die welcame 
profMMal, which I now lament not to hare in m j power lo accept ; and I 
beg in the mean while jour respectable sodetj lo receiTe the ezpreasiim 
of my Teneiation and attachment LAFAYETTE. 

To the Secretary of the Mechanic Association. 

By the goveroment, ^ Voted ananimoosly, that in ooasid- 
eration of tbe pre-eminent talents and important senrices in 
tbe cause of our conntry of the Maiqnis de Lafayette, that it 
be recommended to tbe association, that his name be enrolled 
as an honorary member, and be be entitled to all tbe privi- 
leges thereof.'' This vote was nnanimoosly confirmed by the 
association. 

The supervision of the library occupied tbe attention of the 
government, more or less, at every meeting. Tbe committee 
appointed in January, 1824, to collect subscriptions to pay 
the current expenses of it, after much labor, obtained ninety 
annual subscribers for the term of five years, — sixty of which 
agreed to pay Two dollars each annually, and thirty to pay 
One dollar. Eight individuals contributed tbe sum of Sixty 
dollars. The whole amount for the year was Two hundred 
and ten dollars. It was supposed that the net proceeds of tbe 
subscription for five years would cover all expenses for that 
term. It was therefore recommended by the committee, and 
ordered by the government, that the library should be kept 
open until the subscription-money should be expended. 

The awarding of premiums for specimens of workman- 
ship in the mechanic arts, was suspended for the present 
year. 
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Thirty persoiiB were admitted to membership: — 

Willinm Carleton, Tin -plate- worker. 



Abner Joy, Slone-culler. 

Dnniel Safford, BlitclcFimith. 

George Hills, Housewright, 

Robert Bacon, Hatter. 

Da»id Fell, Bookbinder. 

"William Adams, Blacksmith. 

Charles M. Dommelt, Saddler. 

Ephraim Harringlon, Bricklaye 

Cephas Carter, Bricklayer. 

Geort^ W, Dyar, Clock-maker. 

William D. Bell, Sailmaker. 

Jacob Amee, Sailmaker. 

J. L. C. Amee, Sailmaker. 

Isaae Scott, Pump and Block-ltiaker. Uriel Crocker, Prititar. 

Thomas Dewhurst, Tin -pi ale- work John Hall, Silk-dyer. 

One member withdrew from the association, and the names 
of three were erased. 

John Drayton, Joshua James, Joseph Wilcott, Christopher 
Porter, Thomas Howe, and Simnn Gardner," died during the 
year. The whole number of members at the close of the 
official year, as reported, was two hundred and seventy-two. 

Several changes were made in the investment of the funds. 
The entire property of the association (including Seven hun- 



Nathaniel Bryant, Cab in el- maker. 
Solomon Loud, Cabinet-maker, 
^imon Hastings, Housewright. 
Daniel Hodlings, Housewright 
Oliver Hills, Housewright. 
James Macallaster, Housewright. 
Nathauiel Cotton, Housewright. 
Jesse Shaw, Housewright. 
George S. Newell, Housewright. 
Israel Brown, Tailor. 
James Hamilton, Waleh-maker. 
Charles Loring, Coppersmith. 



• Simon GunlnEr w», in orly boybood, employed in the oOice of Ruiseli k Culler, 
|iubli*lien of llie Bodon Caielte, and served in the capacity or erraad-boy. carrier, ap- 
prsDlice, and cterh, AAer Ibe deslh or Mr. Culler, he purchased a rigbl in llie publica- 
ItoD, and eventually, by purchase of Mr. Ruueli'a ibare, became the aola proprieior. 
Be dkd, on Ibe 19lh or April, lti2't, in the Ihirly-fiiunb year of his age, sincerely li- 
Bleated by all who krew hini. In an obituary nolice, wrillen by Samuel L. Knapp, it 
in* said, and moat truly, that Mr Gardner " hud properties of mind and heart worthy 
^ Iha tbndeil recollection. He was a dulirul son, a kind husband, a warm-beorled 
and generuus friend. From childhood he was diatiDguiihed for industry, enlBrpriae, 
^d tolegrily. He feared do bbor nor spared any peins in the dischar^ of bis prc^ 
'li»Mianal duties. He had an exlmordinary lacl for IiUBiness ; buteven in his zeal to do 
'■aeh, he BeTsrsaaumed to know and do what he did not undenlsnd, but looked at 
trlial hr was en^ged in with a good share of ibat common tense, which leads lo oor- 
K(U eonulusioos and succe^aful resulu. He was deairoui of accumulaling weaUh, and 
dwell Dpon his plans with enlhusiasm ; but. in every dream o( opulence, he united 
•ORie delightful tcheme of benevolence and friendthip. When perplexed, as he aome- 
timei was, by stepping forward to serve an acquaintance, who allerwards failed lo 
make good his promises, he felt grieved, and was trhafed for a moment, liitt insUinlly 
«el about framing apobg-ies for hia debtor, and would not believe that want of graiiiude 
or honesty was the cause of disappoin Intent." Mr Gardner had been, aavatal yean, 
■ ■allied ovui, aad left an amiable widow, but had do children. 
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dred and ten dollsw, the balance doe from members,) was 
Tieelce thousand one hundred and sei-enti/six dollars and 
eighly-ihree cents, as reported by the committee on linance. 

The sum of Two hundred dollars was, as usual, placed at 
the disposal of the committee of relief. 

The following ofiicers were chosen for the succeeding 
year : — 




Samuel Perkins, Prenidenl. 

JoBcph Jenkins, Vice-Prtsideat. 
George Domett, 
Francis Roitlhac, 
Simon Wilkinson, 
Joseph S, Rea.l, 
John P. Tliorndike, 



Jodpph Loverinft, Treatvrer. 
Davtil Francis, Secrttary. 

Enoch Hohart, 

John Winship, 

George W. Otis, 

John Rayner, 

Trastta. 



The usual votes of thanks to the retiring officers having 
been passed, the members of the association with guests, 
numbering about forty, moved in procession to the West 
Church, (under the direction of Daniel Messinger as chief 
marshal,) where public services were performed, — the prayers 
by the Rev. Francis Parkman, — an address by Alpheus Ca- 
rey. Mr. Carey's address was a plain, sensible, unostenta- 
tious composition, illustrating by examples the honorable po- 
sition sustained by the mechanical and middle classes in so* 
aety, and enforcing the necessity of intellectual cultivation, 
and the acquisition of the knowledge of all our institutions 
and laws by every mechanic. In the closing paragraph, he 
paid the following well-merited compliment to Mr. Quincy, 
the mayor of the city : — 

" In tho full lide of Buecessfol experiraenl," il is bnt jnalice to attribute 
in a great measure to the talents and enterprise of the tUetinguished iudl' 
vidual, who is now at tlie head of our municipal government, the spirit of 
improTement, which at present prevails in tbia metropolis. Were this 
city Athens, he would be FEHICLca ; — with this ditferenca, however, 
that, wkile one was deficient in many of those traits which constitute 
moral worth, the other unites in his character all those qualities which 
adorn and dignify the upright magistrate, and the virtuous citizen. Wilh 
his zeal, intelligence, and devotion to the puhlic n'eal, and the oseistance 
of his able coadjutors, we may expect a continuance of that prosperity, 
which haa hitherto characleriiced our city. 
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To Uie address succeeded the following ode, written ex- 
ressly for the occasion, by Charles Sprague: — 



Wbed rrom Ihe ucred garden driven, 
Man ded bcf.>r<> bii M>ker'> wralb, 
An Angel left her place ia heaven, 
And criMied the wanderer'* lunleit palh, 
'TwM Art! iweel Apl! New nttltsuce broke, 
Where her light fiiol flew o'er the proiinrf, 
And thus wiih wraph vuice she epoke \ — 
" Tbe Cmu ■ BItssIng ihall lie round." 
Rhe led him through the IrackleM wiU, 
Where nixmlide lunbeani never bliied ; — 
The Ibialle »tirunk — the harvest amiied. 
And nalure gladdened «* «he ^nued. 
Eanh^i Ihounand Iribea of living thin^, 
At Art's command to him are pvoa, 
Tbe vilhige gruvrs, tbe city tpriaga. 
And point their apices ofGuth to heaven. 
He renda ibe oak — and bids il ride. 
To guard the shores its beauty graced ; 
ttu amilea the rock — upheaved in pnde, 
See tower* of strength and domes of lasl& 
Earth's teeming caves their wealth reveal, 
Fire bears hii banner on the wave ; 
He bids the mortal poison heal, 
And leaps Iriumphaat o'er tbe gnve. 
He plucka the pearls that stud the deep, 
Admiring Beauty's lap to till ; 
He breaks the slubborn marble'a sleep. 
And mocka hia own Creator's skill. 
With thought* that nil his glowing soul, 
He bids the ore illume the page, 
And proudly scoroing Time's eoDtrol, 
Commerces with an unborn age. 



I 



And treads the chambers or the sky ; 
Ha reada the Btam, and grasps the flame 
That quiveis round the Tltrone on high. 
In war renowned, in peace sublime. 
He moves in grealneas and in grace ; 
Hia power, Fubduing apace and time. 
Links realm to realm, and race to race. 



After the services at the church, the procession moved to 
le festive entertainment at Faneuil Hall. At the table a 
stter was read by the president, from the Hon. William Phil- 
pa, euclosing One hundred dollars, for tbe bene&t of tbe 
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general purposes of the association. A number of original 
Bongs, written expressly for the occasion, were eung at the 
table, among which were the following : — 



When Science from her ilumben nwe, 
ReHiiming all tier anoieal prido, 
She strode Iriuraphant o'er bcr foes, 
And Bpreail her caoqueslt br and wida. 
But ilaviih syilemi old nnd tirong, 
Stayed ibe buld impulae learning gavei 
And. Monarch ofihe mighty Song, 
Han aliU remained the HtrFJIe alare : 
To leach the Naliona God'i decree — 
■ Tha March of Mind is with the Free.' 

At lenglh the Compata led her Weal, 
Where Freedum nursed her inranl day; 
Thither the Pilgrim Falhera preal, 
To find a place in peace lo pray : 
Then CiUes rose as Foreata fell ; 
And Art adorned what Wealth upreared : 
The Presa atood forth bold tnithi ID lell ; 
But atill the Mind, the monarch feared : 
To leach ihe Naliona Cod'a decree — 
'The March of Mind is with Ihe Free." 

To quell Ihe foes agnmit her met, 

Then Freedom urged her vnlariea on ; 

In danger cheered by LarayettB — 

To victory led by Washington. 

And liuce thoae proud and glortoui dajn. 

Our courae has lieen through teaa orli^i; 

On all haa Learning gbed her raya; 

And Science bauiahed Oothio night : 
To teach the world tbia great decree — 
' The March of Mind la with the Free.' 



When God bade Ihe Earth " bm " from cbaoa and night. 

And smiled on the farm of his lovely creation ; 
He blessed the new monaion with beauty and light, 






is fair hab 



' On the wide land. I give 

Go cheerful lo loll ; 
And gain with thy hands. 
The rich fruits of Ihe soi 
And full be the harveata thy labors 



tasinga of Health, and the safety of PBac«.> 



Then fell ihe hill-foreal, ■ 
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Deep fiahia apmd llie 


ir Iribalea ofplenly and Rracr, 


And cii.e», rocfc-buil 




Bui more do 


r Ihan Ihe fonreia, 


More bl«l 


llian ihe dome. 


V/ia the low 


roofhehuilded 


And ailed 


>l"ahome," 


Which imil^i o'er (he 


harveslB bis labon iacruH, 


Wilh ASectioa and Love ia [he wtely of Peaco. 


He lempl) ihe dark oc 


'«!> nnd txunchea afar. 


Hi* ca.ll«, tigh-wi, 


aged, lo its mierraotl dislance, 


To bear Ibe deep voici 


eorhiilbundeninwar. 


And win Jovely pea< 


;e, by a gsUanl reaislance ; 



Or in nobler employ, 

The full bleasingi lo spread, 
Of ibe labor* of Arl, 

And Ihe producu of Trade — 

With Ibe ghry o( War, and Ibe safely of Peace. 

And bail lo Ihe Arl, which ils glory haa found, 

By Freedom and Traib Ibe vsit world lo eBligbten ; 
To cast Ihe pure luslre of knowledge around, 
And kindle ibe lorchea Ihal bleu as Ihey brigblen ; 
To weaknesa lend atrenglh, 

To oppreiwion redreis; 

To Freedom ils Iriunipb, 

All hail lo Ihe Preu, 

And hail lo Ihe light which its labon increase, 

or Science and Art ia ihe sufety of Peace. 

And hail lo our Land '. may her pathway be spread 

Wiih the Heaven-cherished giDs of Trulb, Virtue, and Seience ; 
And Fame irack her foal-slrpa wherever she Iread — 
Her Aril built on Virlue, in God her reliance ; 
Her banner in triumph 

O'er ocean be borne — 
And the wise, and the brsTC, 
Her bright records adorn ; 
And 10 Bgea on ages her glories increase, 
With the uiumpbs of War, or the safely of Peace. 

At the first government meeting, October 27, a committee 
of finance and a committee to take charge of the library were 
chosen j and another committee was directed " to consider 
the expediency of establishing some more ef&ctent means, 
whereby the several arts and trades embraced in the associa- 
tion may be improved." 



18 2 5. 

An «ttefD[rt to procure a ball for the aceommodatiao of Uie 
SMoctation wa> naewed. A committer was ioatmcted to 
ascertain if an eligible spot of land coald be procmred, wben- 
on to erect a bailding, and another to proc ur e plans and cal* 
cnlation*. The committees entered apon their several com* 
miMioni with great diligence. A report wa« made in faror 
of pnrchaaing an estate at the comer of Court and l^emoBt 
BtrertN, and several plans for repairing and altering the back 
edifice standing thereon, and for erecting an entirely new 
bnilding, with the estimated costs of each, were eabimtted 
The government voted, that it was expedient to purchase 
tiiis eiitate, and recommended that the association should 
iMine ncrip to the amount of Fifty thousand dollars, at an in- 
terest of BIX per cent — to be first offered to the membos, 
and not transferable, antil presented to the government for 
acceptance. These proceedioga were ratified by the associa- 
tion at a meeting in Angost An agent was employed to 
wait apon all the members, to ascertain their minda in regard 
to loaning money at five per cent interest, for the purpose of 
carrying on the project One hundred and seventy-seven 
shares were subscribed for previous to the annual meeting in 
October. An attempt was then made to raise the rate of in- 
terest, bat did not succeed. A committee of three members 
from each ward of the city was then chosen to call again 
upon the members and urge them to subscribe to the stock. 

On motion of Alpbeus Carey, that gentlemen and Isaac 
Harris, Gerry Fairbanks, Christopher Gore, and Charles C. 
Nichols, were appointed a committee to revise the constitn- 
tJon. 

At the quarterly meeting in April, the government with 
thirteen other members were appointed a committee to make 
all iiccuHsury arrangements for a festival in honor of General 
Lafayette, who was expected to re-visit Boston in June. A 
sub-committee was appointed to obtain the signatures of such 
members as were disposed to unite in this mark of respect to 
the aation's guest The dinner was given at the Marlboro' 
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1, on Monday, Jnne 20, at which one hundred and sixty- 
members, twenty subscribers who were not members of 
ssocistion, and twenty-seven invited guests were present, 
nty members, who subscribed and paid for tickets were 
it the dinner." 

le funds, the library, and the distribution of relief to those 
were in need, were sabjecta of constant attention at the 
ings of the government. 

lirty-nine candidates were admitted (most of them at a 
al meeting, preliminary to the dinner given to Lafayette) 
ig the year, viz : — 



' Loring, HouBewrighl. 
jzer Dyer, Housewright. 
Hanunond, Housewrighl. 

Pralt, HoUBewrighl. 
J Naptine, Housewrighl. 
Bs Townsend, Housewrighl. 
hy Emerson, HouBewright. 
1 Clough, Housewright. 
KingHley, Stucco- worker. 
Low, Bricklayer. 
el S. Bell, Bricklayer. 
■ Bryant, Bricklayer. 

Baeon, Bricklayer. 
ridi Lincoln, Bricklayer. 
nax Nichols, Bricklayer. 
im Slearos, Bricklayer, 
niel Greene, Printer. 
un B. Nichols, Printer, 
aa Hllliard, Printer. 
js Slackpolu, Hatler. 
I Smith, Hatler. 



Moaes PonJ, Tin-plate-worker. 
Amos Stevens, Balance-manuftu:- 

John K. Simpson, Upholalerer. 
David Peeler, Cordwniiier. 
Solomon Willard, Architect. 
William Tileslon, Manuiacturer. 
Hankes Lincoln, jun. Bookbinder. 
James Dyer, Pocket -book- man ufac- 

Samuel Johnson, Charleslown, 

George Redding, Painter. 
Edward Rosaell, Paiuler. 

Edmund Parson^, Cabinet. maker. 
Edmund Wright, Printer. 
Ezra Hawkes, Tin -plate- worker. 
Philip Luther, Bricklayer. 
Abel Turner, Tailor. 
John Pierce, Optician. 
William T. Spear, Cordwoiner. 



len Bowker, William Whall, Thomas Eaton, Jonathan 
ington,-|- George Weller, Jonathan Williams, William 

r M Kcounl, in daiail, of iliia complimenlary fe»lival, tee " Appendix to l&aa " 
alhaa Harringrlon wits s native oi WnlenuWD, «rved an apprenliceihip wilb 
in Hu lie well. — wboie dauf hler he mairicd, — Bud, for aome yeara, conducled 
iiMM ia Bo»lon. widi lndu«lryand nuccejii. We was liberal and open. handed lo 
tda, specially lo luch ■« sulTered under pei;uiiiBry einlHrmsBnicnl. Otis (at 
rbom he relieved in circumilances of doniestio calaniity, cheerfully acknnnl- 
be obligalion lo hn rrieodship. Ue waa twice muried, and, at hia dealk, leA a 
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Harris,* John A. Sbaw, William Spear, and Enoch Kendall, 
died daring the year. 

The widow of Thomas Eaton returned to the treasarer the 
amoant received from hira according to the constitation, re- 
questing that it might be divided among poor widows of de- 
ceased members. A fetter of thanks and condolence was sent 
to her by the president Mr. Eaton, in bis will, left a doa>- 
tion of Two handred dollars to the apprentices' library. 

Three members were discharged at their request, and tbc 
name of one was erased for delinquency. • 

The salary of the secretary was raised to Fifty dollani. 
The report of the committee of finance, made at the anniui 
meeting, October 6, 1825, states the property of the 
tion to consist of : — 

Globe Btuk stock, $7,500 00 

Manufaciucers' and &Iechanic«' Bonk slock, 2,500 00 

Six pet cent. »tock, 100 00 

Cash on hand, 1,692 84 

Balance due from members, . . . SSI 97 

«12,375 11 
Twelve ibonsand throe hundred and seTcnly-five dollais and eleven 

The following were elected officers for the next year : — 

Samuel Perkins, Prtfidtnt. Joseph Lovering, Trtaturtr. 

Joseph Jenkins, Vue-PrttideiU. David Francis, Stcrilatif. 

• William Harrw w» horn in BoalOD, July 33, 1778, and died Pebnuiy 38, 1839, ia 
Ibc ibny-eighih yair or bti ago. He aerved aa appr«D(iceibip or Kven yean allka 
maal- making buiin«>. wilii hia ralber. and began buaineia on bia own accoual, la 
pannenhip wiih Jonathan Carey in 1790. Thii pannenhip waa diHoIved the neat 
year, and Mr. Harria formed a new one Willi bia limlher. luac Harrii, which cODlJn- 
j>tti 111! a ahon time berurc bio death He wu an original member of Ibe Columbiaa 
Artillery oonipany.and ws* the first eommanderof the Waabm^n Artillerreompaa]'. 
Ha waa afterward! choaen major of artillery, and aerved leveral yeara in thai oapadly. 
He waa aeveml limei a repreacntntive in ilie Legialalure, and a member of ibe coo- 
Vantion for revwing the conalilulion o( the ilale In ]fSO. He alfO aerved (he laws 
many yesra, aaa firv-ward. He was an active and prumineiil member o( Ibe Fedeial 
puny. Aa a member or our uaocialion he waa highly ealeemed for hia upright and 
manly character, — a character frequently illualrated in hla capacity as a Irualee, aa 
well an in (till of an ordinary member. Active and pnblic-g pi riled, he waa n promoter 
of all pnijecla of improvement, aa f.ii at lay in bis power. Dying in the prime of life, 
he waa lamenled by a family to whom he devoted hi« beat energies, and by Domarooa 
fricndi, with whom his social intercourse waa slwaya ileairable and pleaaant. 
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Simon Wilkinson, Charles Wella, 

Joseph S. Head, Turell Tutlle, 

John Winship, Cuslilng Nichols, 

i Geoi^ W. Otis, Frederick Lane, 

I Jalm Rayner, Tmitett. 

A vigorous effort was made to collrct arrearages. The 
secretary, at the fust meeting of the government, October 2G, 
teported the names of all the members whose unpaid assesa- 
mcnts amounted to more than Six dollars. The demands 
against eleven members amounting to One hundred and ten 
dollars, were ordered to be erased. 

At a subsequent meeting, the secretary reported that all the 
committees appointed to collect subscriptions for the propos- 
ed Hall had made returns, — that the whole number of shares 
subscribed for was Two hundred and twenty-four, ($11,200) 
— and that "it was the opinion of all the committees that no 
more money could be expected from the members of the as- 
BociatioD." The government then unaniraonsly voted, " To 
recommend to the association that the whole subject subside 
for the present." This vote was confirmed at the next quar- 
terly meeting. 



It 
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DINNER TO LAFAYETTE. 
The Maxsachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, gave a dinner to 
Iheir friend, General Lafayelte, on Monday lasl,* at the Marlboro' hotel. 
About two hundred of the members united in this testimonial of respect 
Bnd afTection. Beside the Guest, in honor of whom the dinner was pro- 
vided, the associalion were favored with the presence of the Governor and 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Commonweailh ; of the President of the Sen- 
ate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives ; Mr. Barbour, the 
Secretary of War ; Col. McLane, of Delaware ; Messrs. Lloyd and Web- 
ster, members of Congress ; the Mayor of the cily and the President of 
tfae common council; Dr. Mitchil!, Dr. Perkins, and W. L. Stone, of 
New- York; and others. At four o'clock, Gener3.1 Lafayette and eon, with 
hii private secretary, were announced. On being introduced, the presi. 
deot of the afisociation, Samuel Perkins, thus addressed him : — 



«Tbe oomer-ilone oflbe fiuakei Hill MuQumeDl wbb IbiiI on ihe Friday preceding 
thii enlertaiumeat. 




Mb 
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"GiKEUL LkTkrtmy — In behalf of ibe MB»achiuells Chwitable 
Mech&nic Associalion, and as their representative, I bid you welcome- 
I felicitate myself in being the organ of [his communication, and consider 
it one of the happiest circumstances o( my life, in havint; this opportonily 
of expressing, for the aanociation and myaelt, our acknowledgements of 
your great sacrifices and interesting aervicea iit tlie revoluiionsry elru^le. 
The importance of the sanction given by you to our institution is deeply 
fell, and convinced as we are of the intimate relation betnecn freedom 
and the useful arts, affording free scope for laudabla otnnpetiticiu and en- 
terprize, we cannot loo strongly expreM our sense of (bat enttiDsiasm and 
zeal which baa contrihuled so essentially to ihe establisbinent of our five 
insliluliona. The fervent prayer of each and all of us is, that you, who 
have achieved so much in this behalf, may long live to enjoy the conlem- 
plalion of that happiness, reautling from the joint efforts of yourself and 
our fathers, and that on your return lo yoor native land, you may enjoy io 
the bosom of your family thai serenity and peace which you so largely 
contributed to secure for a nation." 

To which General Lafayette made an appropriate reply. He was after- 
wards introduced to all the members of Ihe association. After the cloth 
was removed from the table, the following toasts were dtant,* 

1. Chtr Country, To ui the metropolis of the world ; other conntriee^ 
the suburbs. " Where liberty dwells, there ts our country," 

2. Our revolutionary Meehanics. Their inttlligettce was the lettr, which 
tipsel the colonial government — their bravery the leretp, which kept down 
the enemy — and their honor the puiley, which lifted their country lo in- 
dependence , 



Oh '. bid youDR Science here, ' all lujl ' '. 

la [he beauty ofber spring. 
O'er Ihe pescerul kb. she foltla her sail, 

Ileavea'a dew drops rrom her vring. 
Sing Buld ling syne, my rriends, Tor BUld lang tyne. 



le cup Id Iho ni 






For days buIU lang syne. 
Wb II strike the hBrp, the garlind wreslhe 



jDd Lhei 
While the WBvei shall bet 
Beneath Lbe solar glow — 
For Buld lung syne, my Trienda, Tor Buld lang Byne, 
And we 'il gloriry and grace the brava, 

ForauldtangayDB. 
And Time ahall never twin thai rriend 
While the day rolls down ilie west ; 



ahal! breatbe, 



9 request of the preeideal, were all prepared, and an- 
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Fot Heaven muM manji a hero blend 

To form a Nslion's GueBl. 
And days mild lang ayne, my friendB, Tor nulJ lang syne, 
And God shall guide him o'er the sea, 

For days lu'd lang syus. 
To Freedom's Sona Ihe gohlci All — 

When she bursi the aerpenl's ihnill ; 
When ber birlh was on the lioly Hill, 

And her cradle in ihe ' Hall.' 
Forsuld laug syni:, my friends, Tor Dulil lang syne, 
For our faiber'a blood baplized Ibe babe. 

In days luld lang syne. 
The broad, the blue, eleroal deep. 



And ihe e 


erlasling ibes shall weep, 




O'erlhe 


Kallanl soldier's gram. 




For days auld lang syne, ray friends. Tor 


uld lang ly 


ForUiedu 


St ahall live of Freedom'* dead, 


In days 


uki lang syne. 




The File 






Shall CO 


nseomie iho Mound ; 




And Ibe m 


ould'cjng bones of Ihe bold i 


light. 


Shall ea 


ard Iho hallowed ground. 




For days auld lang syne, my friends, for 


uld lang sf 


Time shall 


□ol tooub the Sacred Tomb 




For auld 


lang syne. 





The Morning Siar of Martial Fame, 

Which smiled upon ihe Sice — 
Shall never shine on Ihe bour ofshsme, 

When we fly from Ihe baille.fire. 
O ! Ihe days auld tang syne, my friends, for subl lang syne, 
And Ike glory tu'ir ikaUpau aumy 

From Ihe days auld lang syne. 

3. George Waikingtoa — the Sun of our political firmament. " At the 
sound of his Dame, all the company of stars hide themselves, and the con- 
stellationa pass away wilhoul a, sign." 

4. The Free Schools of New- England i the nursery of Free Men. 
(The president of Ihe association, Samuel Perkins, Esq. then gave the 

following toast : — 

" Out distinguished Guest, who haa by his own example, e.vpressed his 
contempt for Ihe artificial dislinclions of society, and sanctioned the prin- 
ciple thai worth makes the man." 

General Lafayette rose, and while he offered his aSeclionale thanks for 
the loasl, and expreaaed Umaelf happy in the opporlunity given him to 
acknowledge once more the honor and pleasure of this meeting, he pro- 
posed the following sentiment ; — 

" Tht Maiiaehusetis Mechanic Socieli/. May the noble example of dig- 
nilied patriotism and virtuous industry given to the world by the mechan- 




ies of diif citj sid itatfe; te 
UeMiagB of pyUie aad 

5. nc CMMliMmi of tfa CUirf 
■kill, directed bjviMkm aad 
—lightened people. Let the intelligeBce and 
ki prateetifln against fnnliihy nnikillfnlor 

6. n« Armdnl of tit CMid AMta. Maj he rale fcr tbooe who gave 
him the power, and make it hio ^hj to lit a iimi the trart. 

7. The Gmmnmrtf MwmthutHtt His midcMe k in « die heart of 
tte ecouioiiwcaUi ; ^ the intemts of Ae commoBveaUi findalioneiB 
his heart. 

[The Goreraor le ci ptoci i ed Aio a wtimf iit hf ofleriag the Mlewiny ;— 
<< Jktf .dri in which aU maj be good aMckMki^ and in wiiich this 

eiation much excel — the art of aalmig tftoHdoct na efi d men and 

ble citizena.'^ 
a Tk€ Bmmktr HUl Mon—mf, Our frdieta aekcted tike filt ; we hwe 

laid the/oaadifioia; poolerilj ahaU complete the design, when thej look 

^pon it and remember with gntitnde the dajra of idd. 



■oae, wail IBM ay 



Swell dbo MMgof loA]^ 
Gnrtitudoli blight goblet 

Pfedge to Lata 
Him, who left hii owa frir bed. 
By joor Father^ sdei to stand. 
When oppraatioB't gnfltf bnad 

In their blood 



Him, who thnred their hoar of woe ; 
Him, who denh with them eneh Mow, 
Till jroong Freedom's benten foe 

Ttaned hii bnefc end lied. 
Lo! again behold him here ! — 
He, who came the Sires to cheer. 
Joins their sons the Pile to rear 

0*er the mighty deed. 

That giaj Pile shall meh away. 
Tomb and tablet shall decay, 
Yet shsll Glory^l deed and day 

Mover set in night. 
Where 3roar msrtjrred heroes sleep. 
Children's children long shall weep. 
There shsll pilgrim warriors keep 

Vigils, ever bright. 

Sons of Art ! — the tsble throng :— 
Swell yoor ghul and grateful song, 
Let its echoes, loud and long. 

Up to HeoTon asooDd!— 
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may your heiirl* forget 



I^eiJge your Faiuei 



FsiB 



9. Tht Orator of Banker JUL 

Whose giant mind, intent on highest ntm, 
Deems Virtue's ragged path the path of Farae, 
And, deaf to present praise, the servile ktiee 
Rebakes — and says to glory — " Follow me !'' 
[Hon. Mr. Webster here offered the following sentiment : — 
" The MethanUi and Manufactiirtrt of New-England — Men who teach 
lu how a little country is to be made a great one,''] 

10. Agriculture, Arti, Commeret, Manufacturei. The four first rounds 
in the ladder of national prosperity. 

11. Bolivar, the Washington of tht South, — May his exertions be 
crowned with the success of his illustrioua predecessor of the North. 

12. PttMie Opinion; the unconquerable power which secures the enjoy- 
ment of teli^on, liberty, and law. 

13. La Grange — and asafe return of 'the Parmer' to its hospitable 
precincts. He may meet the scowl of the courtier, but he will receive 
the welcome of the patriot. The Oak will be venerated though surround- 
ed with Ivy. 



When darkaeu spread Columbia o'er 

And llgblning rrom the war-clouds (ell ; 
Our Cliampioa left his Dili re sbora. 

And fought Itie fight of Freedom welt ; 
And proud her pBlriot armies greet 
The gallani, youlhrul LAFAYiTri. 
Again he comes in happier hours, 

His children's teara his ileps attend. — 
He treads his mare than naiivi iham. 

Their patriot, wUiier, father, friend ; 



To hi 






L 



And Infant accents lisp the name 

Taught by Maternal giBlefulneiB, 
And YoiiLh shnti emuIalB hit Fame, 

And Age the friend of Manhood bleaa. 
And Beauty's eye in raplore wet, 
Beam on the gallani X-trATHTE. 
Oh ! leave not iheo thy native ihnre. 

Fair Freedom's hirlh- place should be tiiii 
'Mid willing slax'es of lyrani power, 

For Ihee no rays of joy can sliiae ; 
Here, may Ihy son of glory set. 
In peace and freedom, LirAtrm, 
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14. The Army and tht Navy. Our Lightning tkU, and that our vriii£ed 
Thunder. 

15. Montgnmery, Wooster, Mercer, Wamn, Scanmtl. " The Lord of 
Hosts was their leader, and hie angels (heir fellow soldiers ; lo whom the 
field of death vaa a acalfuld of martyrdom, and their funeral obaequies, 
resurrer lions to elernal honor and glory." 

16. Tht Uniltd Slates and the individual Stalei. What power can hteai 
a cable of Iwenty-four well twisted strands ? 

IT. Our politiuU Meekaniei m the lunetttnth Congress, Above all things, 
brethren, see that ye add lo the union of your country, strength ; to it 
strength, security ; to Hecurity, freedom ; lo its freedom, peace. 

18. The JUechanie Arts, and their new ally, Steam. Success to theii en- 
terprize, hul lei the mechanics keep an eye on the safely vatvr. 

19. Genius. The product of every age and clime, the world its thra- 
Ire, immortality ila reward. 

SO. The Press. An instrument which despots must destroy, or it will 
destroy them. 

Among many others, the annexed volunteer' sentimenta U'ere given : — 

Br Hii Knniic Maitiu Hatlan, Usmiinuil-Oal'Dniot. 

The/eelmg» andprintipies of 1775; revived in Ihe old; inspired in tha 
young — may they ever be eherished by aU, 

By Hon. Jmiih Qaiucy, msyorof Ibe cily. 

The progress recently made by Virtue and Service through the domin- 
ions of a free people — more glorious than king or conqueror ever wit- 
nessed, — more despotic — since, every where the hearts of a free people 
followed, drawn by the triple cord of love, gratitude and admiralion. 

By Mi. Lloyd, L'liiud SlBlei Sanuar. 

France. May she honor herself, by giving due hoQora, on his return, hi 
him, who would confer honor on any age or eountiy. 

By M[. B»it>oor, BtcKUry o(W»r. 
The Mechanics of Boston. History tells me ihey were the iiret to fi^t 
for the cause of Liberty ; /say, ihey will be last lo desert i1. 
By Mr. George W. Lafsyolle. 
The Harbor of Boston. In the beginning of the American Revolution, 
it has been (he theatre of a conspicuous act of resistance lo oppression. 
By Mr U™..»ur. 

The Battle of Bunker HUl. A glorious Ptetace of the most glorious His- 
tory of the American revolulion. 

By Dr. C. reAini.of \ew-Yoil[. 

The Boston Mechanic, Benjamin Franklin. In demonstration of the 
maxim that ' knowledge is power,' he ruled the artillery of heavea with a 

By Mr. 9iai>c, o( New. York, eitiloi ofllie Comneicinl Aiytnim. 
The great Boilon Tsa-Pot. Its contents a salutary itimvlant to the 
friends uf Freedom — a narcofic lo its foes. The obelisk on Bunker-Hill 
will long point to a healthy draught to the one, and a diadly one lo the 
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Memory of Col. Paul Revere — a Boston mechanic, who wrought 
ly and c-heerfully in the greU work of Liberty. 

n and iti Citizen*. May the ptoaperity of the aae, equal the enler- 

id hospitality of the other. 

iihin Hnncwcll, DM DfUiE pan-pruidinti of ibi Auocliiion. 

ont geies and gentle waves, with days of joy and nighia of ease, 

ag friendB. 

Freedom oftht Press. The spirit of light, moving upon the face of 

^etttTU^ the Governor. Young, ardent, and enlerprizing, yet old 
rieoce and acquirements ; the public weal will bear witness to 
roromon combination of useful qualities.* 

netnory of the undaunted patriot, Josiah Quincy, Jr. 

" he sought no gainful post, 

Nor wished to glitter at his country's cost ; 
Strict on the right he fixed his steady eye, 
With temperate zeal and wise anxiety ; 
Not e'er from virtue's paths was lured aside, 
To pluck the flowers of pleasure or of pride ; 
Her gifts despised, corruption blushed and fled, 
And fame pursued him when conviction led." 

t Quituy, the Son. His deeds are enrolled in the capilol — and 
■e will be long in the Market-place, i 

1 be recollected that when General Lafayette entered the city in 
laat, an arch was erected across Waehington-etreet, near Roxbnry, 
it on a label, euepended from its centre, appeared ihe fiillowing 
iry lines, wtitten by Charles Sprague ; — 



The FitTHKBB ID glory ahalt deep. 

Tbal gBlberud wilh tube to ihe fight, 
Bui the Sons will elernilly keep 

The Ubiet of §irBtitude brghl. 
Though we bow not [he lUrk, though we bend not the iiui, 

Our QKRTS, LlFAIETTI, >ball do hOUOI 10 TUII. 

le dinner, as the General was retiring from the tnble, Mr. T. 
offered these linef aa a sentiment, which was drank as the 

UliMla WB*, »1 lh»l lime, ihe yoiingesl n)»n, who hnil been elevaieil lo the 
liMncy or MBwachuMlla, 

ling lo iho now markot, just then completed, by ihe egency of Mr. Quinoy, 
IT of the cily. 



I 
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Darling evp- This simple tribute of feeling was tlie first, of the Un^ 
which met the eye of Lafayette, oa he entered ihe place, and the lulthii 
fell upon his ear as he was about to leave il, forever. 

The following letter, handed In llie commillee, by T. B. Adams, Esq. 
was read, and the aenliment annexed, which wa« enclosed Iherein, was 
drank standing. 
To Mfm. Samatl Perkins, Joaiph Jtniana, John Cotton, Daaitl Mettinger, 

and Senjamin RiuitU, Commillee of CHt AliuiackuKtth ChatilabU Utckttm 

Attotiaiion, Boiton. 

Gentlemen, — Your poliM invilntion to partake of s public dinner 
with your respectable association, in company with General Lafayette, 
has been received by me witli great pleasure, which would be greatly 
augmented if the atate of my health would admit of my acceptance of It. 
But I must be content with wishing health and prosperity to llie meoi- 
bers of your charitable and laudable institution. Bein^, very reapectfal- 
ly, your humble servant, 

Quincy, Jane 20, 1825.» 

The Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Assoeiali 
teach an Art, beyond Ihe rules of ^rt' — Cbaritt. 



JOHN ADAMS. 



18 2 6. 



The corainittee appointed to revise the constitution, report- 
ed a number of alterations, the consideration of which was 
postponed, — the report was recommitted, — and two mem- 
bera (Gedney King and J. T. Buckingham) added to the 
committee. The same committee was instructed to "con- 
eider the expediency of celebrating the Fourth of July." The 
committee subsequently reported a few slight alterations in 
the constitution, and the whole subject was indefinitely post- 
poned. The committee also reported that a celebration of 
the Fourth of July by the association was inexpedient, and 
the report was accepted. 

The subject of a new hall, or a more convenient place for 
the meetings of the association and the accommodation of 
the library, was again referred to thei^vernment; and that 
body held a special meeting, January 9, 1626, to see what 
further could be done to accomplish thia desired object. 
Cteorge W. Otis, Gushing Nichols, and Charles Wells were 



* Mr. AiIbidi died on ibe loune 




nth clay «Her Ihe i 
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appointed a committee to ascertain if a lot of land Bnitable 
for the purpose could be obtained, and to procure plans for 
an edifice that should not exceed an pxpense of Thirty thou- 
sand dollars. Several special meetings were held to hear re- 
ports from this committee, which, from time to time, reported 
progress, and asked for further time to pursue their object. 
At length the committee reported that " they had not come to 
any conclusion, and thought it best that the subject should 
take a new form." It was then voted, " That it be recom- 
mended to the association, at their next quarterly meeting, 
that they choose a committee, with full powers to select and 
purchase an eligible piece of ground, and to erect thereon a 
suitable building, or to purchase one already erected, for the 
use of the association." And also voted, " That it be recom- 
mended to the association to empower the government to 
borrow, on the credit of the association, a sum of money, not 
exceeding Forty thousand dollars, at a rate of interest not ex- 
ceeding Six per cent, for the purpose of carrying the preced- 
ing vote into effect." 

These acta of the government were ratified and confirmed 
by the association, {April 7,) and, in conformity with the (irst 
vote, a committee of nine members, to be styled " the building 
committee," was chosen. The following members were se- 
lected, by a nominating committee, to compose the building 
committee, viz : — Joseph Jenkins, Solomon Willard, Alex- 
ander Parris, George W. Otis, Charles Wells, John Cotton, 
Jonathan Whitney, Ephraim Marsh, and Stephen Fairbanks. 

At the request of this committee, a special meeting of the 
government was held, (May 10,) when the committee reported 
that they wished for advice in regard to a certain lot of land, 
" the most eligible of any they had examined, and which they 
unanimously believed would be the most profitable and bene- 
ficial for the association to purchase." It was then voted, 
" That the government fully agree with the committee in the 
expediency of securing the purchase of the Dalton estate, 
and that, after the sub-committee have ascertained the practi- 
cability of borrowing a sum of money uufficient to warrant 
the engagement, the building committee make their plans 
27 
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and submit the whole to the association at a special niKt- 
ing." 

The business being thua in the hands of a comniittee, no 
further action appears to have been had in relation to it, DDtil 
the annual meeting in October, when the building committee 
presented the following report, viz :-~ 

The commiliee appointed, April 7, to selecl and purchase an e&giblB 
piece of <rround, attd la erect thereon a suitable building, or to pnrnTiiiw 
one already erected, for the use of the aasociation, deem il tiieir dBtjrto 
lay before the BSBociatton e. stntemetil relative to their proceeding*. Tliejr 
hnve not been unmindful of the importance of the trust cotmnitled la 
them, nor inattentive to the duties of their appointment Tliey hais 
token the dimensions, and made inquiry respecting diflerent e«bil«^ 
which hare been considered more or less suitable for the proposed build- 
ing. They hare ascerlained the prices, at which several estutes conld b« 
purchased, and have made some advajices in reference to die plan mod 
extent of the proposed building, and also some estitnales of expeOHV. 
But tu yet tJiey liave matured nothing, bo far as to be enabled to prwenl 
to the association any tiling lilce a specifio plan. The meetings of year 
committee were most frequent directly after their appointment. Bnt, 
during their more frequent attention to the subject, it gradually became 
more and more the opinion of gentlemen, that to huny its ftccomplish- 
ment would not be wise. At the time the cominitlee was appointed, the 
price of real estate was unusually high. The bold and extensive projects 
and speculations of the day had scarcely begun to subside. A change, 
however, real or imaginary, soon began to take place. The remarii be- 
came common, that real estate was declining ; and whether there was 
any legitimate ground for such an opinion or not, the effect natumlly woi 
to render sales less frequent, and to furnish the probability, at least in the 
minds of your committee, that they should be able, by delay, to avail 
themselves of some advantage from this state of things ; and they lake the 
liberty to add, as their opinion, thai no time since their appointment has 
been so favorable to the accomplishment of their object as the present, 
and they see no prospect of an immediate alteration for the worse. They 
believe, however, that should the subject be continued in the hands of a 
oommitlee, the prospect is fair, that the wishes of iho association in refer- 
ence to a building may be favorably realized in (he course of the coming 
year. Your committee have been made to understand from the govern- 
ment, who were charged with the subject, that there would be no dif- 
Soulty in procuring sutficient funds, according to the vote of the asso- 



Bespeclfully submitted, by order of the ci 

JOSEPH JENKINS, Chairman- 
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The report was accepted, and the committee requested to 
conliouc their efforts to accomplish the object of their ap- 
pointment 

While the subject of borrowing money to be expended in 
the erection of a hall was agitated, a question was raised, 
whether the members of the association were personally re- 
sponsible for the debts of the association. The president, 
vice-president, and CJ. W. Otis were appointed a committee, 
to wait upon Judge Jackson, and obtain his opinion. The 
opinion of the Judge was obtained, in writing, as follows: — 



The MHssachu Belts Charitable Mechanic Association 
;recl a huilding, which may involve them in debt, a quea- 
will bo, individ- 



June 1, 182 
being about I( 

tion has arisen, whether the members of the a 
ualljr, liable for nny such debt. 

The assooiation having been incorpotaled solely for the relief of unfor- 
tunate mechiLoics, and to promote improvemenl in the arts, and to assist 
young meehanica with louns of money, it is cleai-ly not witliin the laws 
relating to manufacturing which make the members liable for the debts 
of the corporation. I am not apprized of any other statute provision that 
can affect the question, and there ia aothing in the act of incorporation 
itself to hind the members in the manner suggested. I am, therefore, of 
the opinion, thai [he membera of the aaid association are not peraonally 
liable, OB such, for any debta of the corporation, and that they are liable 
to pay only such sums as may be lawfully assessed upon them pursuant 
to their charter. 

It will be understood, of c 
tneted on tlie part uf the a; 
behalf. If any persons should in 
without sufficient authority, such p 
for debts so contracted; but, in tl 



thai I speak of debts lawfully coa- 
I, by persons duty authorized in their 
lertuke to contract for the association 
rsoiLs mii;ht make themsolres liable 
it cose, none of tlie other members 
would be bound, nor would the property of the association be liable for 
such debts. CHABLES JACKSON. 

At a government meeting (February 29) the president laid 
before it the following correspondence : — 
To tlu Prcsidrnl and Trustees of the Massachusetti Cliai-itabla 
Meclumic Assofiation. 

Gentlemen, — Having received from Bir Isaac Cofiin a letter, a copy 
c(f vhioh I have the honor to inclose, and also a box containing several 
interesting publioalions, alluded to in that letter, and after considering 
their contents, I knoir not where ihose publications can be belter placed 
to answer the riew of the Uberal donor, than in the library of the me- 
chanic apprentices, under your superintendence. I have the honor, there- 
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fore, of tronsmitling ihe box with 
in that inslilution. 

You, gentlemen, in common with all 
Bpect this renewed instance of the li 
guished n&live of o 
provement, a« well 
state, to which, in t 
menl and liberahty. 

1 shall ha happy i 



to yoi 



o be deposited 



jr citizens, will receive with re- 
ly iole real taken by this dislin- 
metropolig, in its prospterity and progressive im- 
in the general agriculmra! advancement of itia 
JU3 ways, be has contributed witli equal jud^ 



^ the mediu 



Sir Isaac ColSn any expression of 
the 



■ating I 
may deem 



I Admiral 
uitable on 



JOSIAH QUINCY. 



Respectfully, I am your humble seirant, 
Botlon,Jan.27, IS26. 

The incloBure : — 

Xorufon, 123 Pall Matt, June 21, 1835. 

Sib, — Being desirous the rising generation in the chemical and me- 
chanical line, my townsmen al Boston, should benefit by the diffusion of 
knowledge in this country, I herewith send you a few numbers relating 
to the above named sciences, and should they prove acceptable I will 
continue, as they are published, to forward them to your cars. 
I havo tlie honor 1o be, Sir, your humble servant, 

ISAAC COFFIN. 
The Mayor of Boalon, 

The books were accepted, and the following acknowledge- 
ment was transmitted to the mayor: — 

To the Hon. JosiAH Qvmn, Mayor of Boston. 

SiK, — Al a meeting of the government of the Massachusetts Charita- 
ble Mechanic Association, on Wednesday, February 22, 1826, the ander- 
signed were appointed a comrainee to express to you, and through you 10 
Admiral Sir Isaac CoHin, their grateful acknowledgements for the liberal 
donation of boolcs, which, on his account, with characteristic benevolence, 
you have presented to the apprentices' library, under our superintend- 
ence. We trust, Sir, that the mechanics of Boston will not be the last to 
acknowledge and appreciate the liberal benefactions of this distinguished 
son of our metropolis ; and, on their behalf, we would avail ourselves of 
this opportunity to demonstrate to him the high estimation io which we 
regard his character, and to express that gratitude and respect so justly 
due to his liberality and his person. 

With sentiments of great oonside ration, we have the honor to be yonr 
obedient servants, SAMUEL PERKINS, 

JOSEPH JENKINS, 
DAVID FRANCIS. 

Boilon, February 25, 1826. 
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The term for which the association had been incorporated 
being about to expire, a renewal of the charter was applied 
for and obtained, and with it some advantages not before 
granted. The new act, passed, and approved by the governor 
on the fifteenth of February, permitted the association to re- 
main a corporation during the pleasure of the Legislature, 
with all the powers and privileges it then enjoyed, — to hold 
personal and real estate to the amount of One hundred thou- 
sand dollars, — and to establish schools and libraries for the 
use of apprentices and the improvement of the arts. 

In May, the library committee, acting under instrnctiona 
from the government, packed the books in boxes, to be so 
kept until the government should determine what further dis- 
position should be made of them. 

The following communication was received from the treas- 
urer: — 

Boilon, April 12, 1826. 
Samoel Pebkins, Esq. President oflhe MassachusttU CharHt^U 
Mechanic Aasociatian. 

Sir, — I take ihia opportunity to inform you that I resign my office as 
treasurer of the Mass achu sells Charitable Mechanic AMOciation. I there- 
fore request yoa, Sir, lo Inform the government at their uext meeting, and 
appoint a committee to examine my accounts, a.nd also that a warrant 
may be drawn on me for all the property in my hands belonging to the 
association. Your attention to Iha above will oblige yciur friend and obe- 
dient servant, JOSEPH LOVERING. 

The government deferred acting on this communication, 
and submitted it to the association at its quarterly meeting 
in July. On taking a ballot, Mr. Lovering received every 
vote, and a vote was unanimously passed, requesting him to 
continue to act as treasurer. 

Twenty- eight candidates were admitted to membership, 
as follows : — 



« 



Eldad Brown, Housewrighl. 
Amasa. G. Smith, HouBewrighl. 
Samuel Smalhdge, HouBewrighl. 
William F. Hills, Bricklayer. 
Peleg Mann, Bricklayer. 
Slade Luther, Bricklayer. 
Tluunas Haviland, Flaateier. 



Joel Prouty, Painter. 
John Templeton, Stone-culler. 
John Mackay, Organ -builder. 
William R. Kelly, Tailor. 
Oliver Hudson, Tailor. 
John Wilaon, Tailor. 
Thomaa B. Wait, Printer. 



I 
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John TuttlB, Blnckamilh. John Sowden, Brewer, 

Eber Purker, BUcksmilh. Snmuel H. Huiicman, Coppenmilh. 
Lawrence Rith&rds, Blacksmith- John M. Robinsoa, Stiip-buildci. 

Gennaro Del Nope, SaJiller, Francis Mi!mfield, Baker 

Ranison Gray, Bookbinder. Daniel Colbj-, HousewrighL 

Thomas Bruce, Slater. Samuel S. Reynold.*, Chctrleslowii, 
John Glover, Ship-joiner. Housewright 

Horace Fox, Stone-cutler. 

Ten membere deceased, viz : — Moses Eayrea, John Rotil- 
stone, John Tackerman, Benjatnin Howland, John R. Gould, 
Ezekiel Jones, Caleb Faxon, Lcndall Pitts, and Thomas 
Dean. The names of three members wers expunged for de- 
linquency. 

The annual report of the committee of finance (October 5) 
represented the property of the association to consist of 

Stock in Manufacturers' and Mechanics' Bank, . . S2,SO0 00 

" Globe Bank, 7.500 M 

Columbian Bank note, 1,550 00 

Caah on hand, . 399 77 

Balance due from members, 712 95 

Balance due from secrelary on account of an error in the cal- 

culalioQ of the commiltee, II -it 

£13,62-1 It 
Twelve thousand six hundred and twenly-four dollars and siiieen oeuta. 
Besides, plate for cerlificales, stoves, tables, chairs, &c. 

The Library Fund : — 

Balance of old Hccontit, S40 T9 

Legacy of Thomas Ealon, SOO 00 — £3411 TV 

Paid sundry bills, S68 sai 

Balance on hand, 171 86i-*2M 79 

When the hour airived for the choice of oflficers, the presi- 
dent declined a re-election, and Mr, Francis, having served 
ten years as secretary, declined another election to that office. 
The votes being taken for a secretary, Charles C. Nichols was 
elected. The association then proceeded to ballot for a pres- 
ident. Two separate ballotinga resulted in no choice. On a 
third ballot, the whole number being seventy-six, Charles 
Wells had forty-two, and was elected. Neither the secretary 
nor the president elect being present, committees were ap- 
pointed to give tbem notice of their election. In the midst 
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of an uncommon excitement, the meeting adjourned to the 
tenth of the month. 

At the adjourned meeting, the secretary and president elect 
appeared and entered upon the duties of their respective of- 
fices. The elections were then completed, and the govern- 
ment for the succeeding year waa organized, as follows : — • 



Charles Wells, Prtfidtnt. 
David Francis, Fice-Pruident. 
George W. Oils, 

Joba Rayner, 
Turel! Tullle, jun. 
Cushinff Nichols, 
Frederick Lane, 



Jolin Coiton, Treasurrr. 
Charles C. Nichols, SecrttaTy. 

Exra Dyer, 

Seth Thaxler, 

John Wollfl, 

Joseph T. Buckingham, 

TTwttet. 



The committee of relief was ordered to consist of ten mem- 
bers, viz : — ■ 



George W. Otis, 
Daniel Messinger, 
OliTer Johonnol, 
Zephaniah Sampson 
Georga Dommett, 



Isaac Harris, 

Ephraim Marsh, 
Benjamin Clark, 
Simon Wilkinson, 
Atpheus Carey. 



Three hundred dollars was placed at the disposal of the 
committee. 

According to unvaried usage, votes of thanks were ordered 
to the retiring officers. To Mr. Lovcring, who had served 
eighteen years as treasurer, waa voted a piece of plate, of not 
less than Fifty dollars in value. The government appointed 
John Cotton, Joseph T. Buckingham, and George W. Otis, a 
committee to carry the vote into effect. 



18 2 7. 

The committee appointed to procure a piece of plate, to be 
presented to Joseph Lovering, as a testimony of regard for 
bis services as treasurer, performed the duty assigned to them, 
and, at the quarterly meeting in January, it was exhibited to 
the association. It was a silver pitehcr, and bore the follow- 
ing inscription : ~- 



i 
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Presented by Ihe MoMachuselM Charitable Mecbanic Aseociatian, to 

Joseph LoverJDg, Exq. as a leslimciny of their atTectionale regard forliim 
as an asaociate, and of their gratitude for his serricea as treasurer, for (^ 
term of eighteen years. 

Mr. Lovering being present, Mr. Wella, the president, tboi 
addressed him : — 

Rksfectep Sir, — By a rote of this institntion, its government wen 
oonsliluted a comrailtee to purchase a piece of plate, to cause a suitable 
device to be engraved thereon, and present it to Joseph Lovering, E«q. 
their past treasurer; not presuming that its intrinsic value would be a 
compensation for ihe valuable services you have rendered to this associa- 
tion, but as a testimony of their high respect, and as an expressioa of 
their gratitude, for the very able, prompt, and efficient manner, in nhich 
you have discharged the duties of that important office for the last eigh- 
teen years. 

The committee, Sir, have thus far performed the duties assigned them. 
They have purchased a well-wrought and highly -polished silver tssmI, 
which is here exhibited, and may be considered as a fair specimen of the 
perfection, to which the mechanics of out country have arrived in the 
arts. On it are delineated many useful implements, well known and 
well understood by the members of this association, — for they are pe- 
culiar to their several vocations. On it are also represented the scales of 
justice and the bee-hive : — The bee-hive is an emblem of industry, and 
recommends the practice of that virtue to all created beings ; and justice 
is that standard, or boundary of right, which enables us to render to every 
maxL his juat due, without distinction. And, how truly characteristic are 
these emblems of the man whose name it bears. On it is also insuribed 
the name of Joseph Lovering, because the original record is engraved in 
more indelible characters on the hearts of the members of this associa- 
tion. Under your fostering care our funds have been increased to their 
present respectable state, and by your watchful eye they have ever been 
guarded, and by your fidelity this institution is enabled to fuliiU the de- 
sign of its founders. In the discharge of your olhcial duties, in visiting 
the afflicted and bereft widows of our departed members, you have not 
only relieved iheir temporal wants, but your kind and aoolhtng language 
to the hearts just lacerated by the hand of death, has proved a source of 
consolation to them, thai will ever be remembered with sentiments of the 
most profound respect. In the name of the MaBsaehusettB Charitable 
Mechanic Association, I present to yoa this piece of plate ; and may the 
remainder of your life be as happy as your former has been useful to this 
association and exemplary in the world. 

To which Mr. Lovering replied : — 

Mb. pREBtnENTAND BRETHREN, — I Want words to express my gTste- 

ful sense for this valuable tribute, and kind expression of your aSectionata 
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ngards and esteem. I be;; you to accept of my gratiludei and thanks for 
this unexpected token of your approbation for the services I bave rendered 
in thai honorable and rsHponaible department, lo which by jour nuffrnges, 
in a succession of years, I have been called to otficiale, and which I ahall 
esteem as the happiest portion of my life — witli my best wishes for the 
happiness and prosperity of the association. 

The sum of Fifty dollars having been voted to Mr, Francis 
for his services as secretary for the past year, it was also voted 
that it should be presented to him in a piece of plate, with 
such device and inscription as the committee should deem 
proper. 

A desire that the association should have a hall, or build- 
ing for its accommodation, was manifested at every meeting. 
The president, vice-president, and treasurer were appointed a 
committee to devise "ways and means" to carry into effect 
this desirable object. Afterward, on motion of the treasurer, 
the committee was enlarged, and J. T. Buckingham and C. 
C. Xichols were added. 

The apprentices' library, which had always been a source 
of more expense and vexation than profit, was the subject of 
much debate in the government, and of consultation with the 
apprentices of the members. The government held it as the 
property of the association, and for the use of the members 
as well as their apprentices. To relieve themselves of much 
of the trouble connected with its management, the govern- 
ment voted, (June 13,) " That the books be delivered into the 
care of such apprentices of members of the association, not un- 
der eighteen years of age, as shall produce a certificate or 
recommendation from their masters to that effect, — which 
apprentices so recommended, may form themselves into a 
society; choose their officers for managing the affairs of the 
library, and make by-taws for the regulation of them, as they 
may deem proper ; — first submitting their proceedings to the 
government of the association for its approbation." And 
also " That all expenses arising in consequence of the preced- 
ing resolve be defrayed from the library fund, till the further 
order of the government." 

At the close of the year, the treasurer had a balance in his 
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hand!!, on accotint of the library funcl, of Xinely-aine dollais 
and forty-three cents. Edmund Wright, jun. prescDted to the 
committee on the library, a due-bill of Messrs. Wells & Lilly, 
Book sell erf>, payable in books, amounting to Forty -one dollars 
and eighty-eight eenls. 

Another question, which produced some excitement among 
the members, arose from a rioi'f/ construction of that article 
of the constitution which provides for " apprentices' certifi- 
cates," It had been the uniform practice to award sacb cer- 
tificates, only to those who had been apprentices to members 
of the association. Applications had been made in behalf of 
others and been rejected by the government In a meeting 
of the association, the practice of confining the benefits of the 
certificate to the apprentices of members was made a subject 
of some rather angrj- remarks, and the practice was condemn- 
ed as narrow-minded, impolitic, and unjust. The matter was 
referred to the government, which, after much deliberation, 
decided that certificates of approbation could be granted to 
none but the apprentices of members. This decision was not 
heartily approved, the report was recommitted, and five mem- 
bers from the association at large were added to the commit- 
tee. This enlarged committee, on which were some of the 
oldest and most influential individuals, reported, (August 2.) 
*' That in their opinion, no certificate of approbation to ap- 
prentices should be given, except to such as have ser%ed their 
apprenticeship with a member of the association." There 
was but one of the committee who dissented from the report. 
That one called for the yeas and naya on the question of its 
acceptance, — which were ordered; and the report was ac- 
cepted — yeas thirty, nays seventeen. 

The seventh triennial festival came in order, and the nsnal 
committee of arrangements was appointed, — held the osual 
number of meetings, — and fulfilled their instructions to the 
acceptance of the association. 

At the annual meeting, October 4, the committee of 
finance made an elaborate report on the state of the 
finances, from which it appeared that, after deducting all 
payments for expenses there remained in the treasury au 
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available fund of Thirteen thousand three hundred and 
ninety-three dollars. 

The committee of relief distributed Three hundred dollars 
in charitable donations. 

A donation of Fiffy dollars was made to the fund, by Mr. 
Lovering, the late treasurer. 

The association being about to elect their oHicers for the 
ensuing year, the president, Mr. Wells, and the vice-president, 
Mr. Francis, declined a re-election. Mr. Nichols also declined 
a re-election as secretary. The government was organized as 
follows : — 

Sainoel T. Armstrong, President. John Cotton, Trttuurer. 

, George W. Olia,* Vice-Prtiidtni. Joseph Irfwis, Stcrttary. 

^^^b_^ Cushing Niirhola, Alpheus Carey, 

^^^^r Frederic Lane, Abraham Call, 

^^B* Seth Thaxter, Jacob Todd, 

^^^^ Ezra Dyer, Benjamia boring, 

Joseph T. Buckingham, TrasUes. 

The seventh triennial festival was celebrated on the fourth 
of October. All the customary arrangements had been made 
by a committee consisting of the government and twelve 
other members. A numerous company of guests, chiefly of- 
ficial characters, as usual, attended the celebration. The 
procession moved from the Exchange Coffee-House, conducted 
by Col. James Hamilton, as chief marshal, to the meeting- 
bouse in Purchase-street, where the following services were 
performed, viz : — Voluntary, by a choir ; prayer by the Kev. 
George Ripley ; original hymn,f written by the Rev, John 
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h% the dioir: bteaeffiizsusti* 

After the b ea e Je d o a^ the wnnrnl T&^a of ttanks were 
mmd an otAer reqiaescue & c^l?' ^ ^- HSKanFs ad* 
far pobiieaiictt. 

Hieae serrices wece soceeeded bfT a damer at Fkneidl HaB, 
at wlileh aboot lioee hmidred |i€iju«» wieie seated. Among 
the goes^ of tiie occasoa was the IVcsdeat of the Uoited 
Stales. Jom% Qrcsrr AauUBw who made aa eloquent speech,— 
the theiDe of which was ;he ifcpoccaBce of the mechaiiic arts 
to the prosress ct redocdent ia socterr. and the aervioes 
which cenain mecfaaaica had leadered to the commy in &e 
lerolatiooarr w:ar. and the organization of the g ove r n ment 
Original scogs^ by Fiednic Sw HUL TUBiam Crosby, Henry 
J. I^oo, and Rofos I>awes^ together with the nsnal number 
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Oar «l:l£. %ad rrxx^GTB cotabiae; 
Aad lempie. locsb'. and lover 
Alieft thae gim oc' ikiae ; 
A fwOmf docae For Femce t^ baOd 

For Pride tbey giU ; An kambier bone. 

By tbese oar Others' host 
Was led lo victory first. 
When on oar fiardiess cottst 
The ckMid of b«iile burst. 
Throof h ttorm and fptay, Our naries bold 
By iheae controlled, Their thanderin^ wmy. 

Great Source of every art! 

Oar homes, our pictured hallft, 
Oar thronged and busy mart 
That heave* iu granite walk, 
And thooU to heaven To catch the fires 

Its glitteriog spires Of mom and even, — 

These, and the breathing forms 

The brush or chi*el gives, 
With thisj when marble warms, 
With thalf when canvass lives, — 
These all combine, To swell thy praise ; — 

In countless ways, For all are thine ! 
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of speeches and toasts, made an essential feature in the en- 
tertainment 

At the government meeting, December G, the president, 
vice-president, and Alpheus Carey were appointed a commit* 
tee to consider the expediency of establishing an evening 
school for apprentices at the expense of the association. 

Six members, viz : — Joseph Nash, Seth Lathrop, Joseph 
Hastings, Solomon Cotton, (son of John Cotton,) Benjamin 
Owen, and William Lemon, died during the year. Three 
persona withdrew their membership, and fifty candidates were 
admitted, viz : — 



Isaac R. Buns, Primer. 
Williaia Seals, Printer. 
James L. Homer, Prinier. 
Oaaya Brewsler, Printer. 
Theophiius R. Marvin, Printer. 
Thomas Edmands, Printer. 
Eliab W. Metcalf, Cambridge, 

Printer. 
James Bonen, Slater. 
Hams H. Walcult, Housewright. 
Ebenezer Francisjun. Housewright. 
Josiah Waterman, Housewright. 
Charles T. Otis, Housewright. 
Thomas Rundell, Housewright 
Himm Bosworth, Housewright. 
William Eaton, Housewright. 
WilLam Hay, Housewright. 
Peter Srevenson, Tailor. 
John Ellma, Tailor. 
William Banucoal, Ship-joiner. 
George Halletl, Manufacturer. 
John H, Wheeler, Carpenter. 
James Gouch, Carpenter. 
Millon Hall, Carpenter. 
Joseph P. Bradlee, Tin-manufac- 



Roland Cushing, House -and -Ship- 
John Redman, Bricklayer. 
Samuel E. Gardner, Bricklayer. 
Asa Swallow, Bricklayer. 
David Copeland, Bricklayer. 
William A. Dow, Cooper. 
Zedekiah Sawyer. 
John Parks, Painter. 
James S, Savage, Masan. 
Wyan Richards, Maaon. 
Caleb Metcalf, Mason, 
Gardner Greenleaf, Mason. 
Levi Cook, Mason. 
Joseph Richards, Stone-cutter. 
Charles Harlow, Stone-cutler. 
John Gair, Sailmaker. 
Thomas J. Shelton, Pump and Block- 

Ezekiel Bates, Carpenter. 

Benjamin Stevens, Distiller. 

John Ash Ion, Umbrelia-manufac- 

Geor^e W. Edmands, Hatter. 
William Barry, Halter. 
Aaron Breed, Mathematical- Instru- 
ment- maker. 
Timothy Bedliogton, Bookbinder. 
William Badger, Ship-smith. 

Benjahik Deahbohn, Esq. Hon. JobijIH Quiscy, His Excellency 
Levi Lincols, Hia Honor Thomib L. Winthrop, Hon. Habbison G. 
Otii, and CHAU.XS Sfkigue, Esq. were admitted as honorary members. 



William Lombard, Tin—i 



lufac- 
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Quarterly meeting, January 3, S. Fairbanks, B. Rossell, 
C Wells, D. Measinger, G. Fairbaaks, and D. FrancJa were 
appointed " a oomraitfee to consider the expediency of estab- 
lishing a course of philosophical and mechanical iectares at 
the expense of the association. The committee, at an ad- 
journed meeting, January 17, reported, by their chairman, Mc. 
Fairbanks, that it was expedient to have the lectures. The 
committee say, they "forbear to offer the reasons which have 
induced them to come to this conclusion, believing their atility 
will be so self-evident to the minds of the intelligent mem- 
hers, as to render argument entirely unnecessary." The report 
concluded with a resolution, that One hundred and seventy- 
five dollars be appropriated to defray the expense of twelve 
BcientiCc lectures, in the following order: — Two on Matter; 
three on Mechanics; two on Pneumatics; one on Hydro- 
statics ; one on Electricity ; three on Astronomy. 

The report was unanimously accepted, and the lectures, 
corresponding to the programme, were delivered, weeJtly, on 
Tuesday evenings, by the Rev. James Sabine. The first lec- 
ture was delivered, January 22, 1829. Each member was en- 
titled to two tickets of admission, one of which was transfer- 
able. Many members, who found it inconvenient to attend, 
were also allowed to transfer their tickets once. The institu- 
tion of these lectures attracted many new members, and the 
association usually held an adjourned meeting immediately 
after the delivery of each lecture, for the purpose of admitting 
candidates. 

By invitation from William H. Eliot, in behalf of certain 
gentlemen, who bad associated for the purpose of erecting a 
hotel, the association assembled at ten o'clock, A. M. on the 
Fourth of July, and the president, Samuel T. Armstrong, 
laid, in their presence, the corner-atone of the " Tremont 
House. After the usual ceremonies of similar occasions, the 
members of the government, with many others, partook of a 
collation, provided by the proprietors of the proposed hotel, 
at the saloon of the Tremont Theatre. 
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Several propositions for alterations in the conatitntion were 
offered, some of which were recommended by commilteea ; 
bnt none appear to have been adopted except one, which 
changed the time of the annual meeting for the choice of 
officers and settlement of the financial concerns from October 
I to January; — a change which was proper and almost neeea- 
Bary, when the triennial festival and the annual settlement of 
financial affairs, choice of officers, &c. happened in the same 
year. In consequence of this change, it had been voted that 
all the officers and standing committees, chosen at the annual 
meeting in October, 1827, should hold their respective offices, 
and exercise their several functions, until the first Thursday 
in January, 1829. 

A committee, to whom the subject of lectures and schools 
bad been referred, reported in October, by their chairman, 
Gerry Fairbanks, the following resolutions, viz : — 

1. Resolved, That a committee be chosen with sulhority to enga^ 
some suitable person or persons, to deliver a course of lectures, on sub- 
jects connected with the mechanic arts, or natural philosophy, and that 
dollars be appropriated to defray the expenses of said lectures. 

2. That said committee be requested to call on such members of Ihe 
usocialion as they may deem expedient, and request them to deliver lec- 
tnrea on some subjects connected with the arts and sciences, or other sub- 
jffds interesting to the association, 

3. That a committee be chosen to engage some suitable person or 
persons, to teach a school, or schools, for the instruction of ihe apprentices 
gf inemtieis, and that dollars be appropriated for ihia purpose. 

These resolutions were all accepted. The blank in the first 
was filled with Two hundred, and the president, Gerry Fair- 
banks, J. T. Buckingham, Charles Wells, and Francis Jack- 
son, were appointed a committee to carry both that and the 
second resolution into effect. The blank in the third resolu- 
tion was also filled with Tiro hundred, and the vice-president, 
Frederic Lane, George Darracott, Zephaniah Sampson, and 
Alphetis Carey, constituted a committee to execute the inten- 
tions of the Association. The first lecture of the course was 
delivered on the eighth of December, at the hall of the Bos- 
ton Atheneum, by Dr. Martin Gay, on chemistry. Dr. Gray 
alao delivered four other lectures on the same subject. The 
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government usually had a eession immediately preceding tbe 
lecture, and the association held a meeting after each lectope, 
for the purpose of balloting for candidates. 

During the Qfteen montha embraced in this record, fif^- 
nine members were added to the association ; the names of 
twenty-one, who had forfeited their membership, were erased 
from tbe books ; and four deceased, viz. Joab Hunt, N. S. 
Bell, Isaac Smith, and Benjamin Callendcr. Mr. Callcnder 
was one of the original members, a worthy and respectable 
man, and exemplary in all the concerns of life. The Forty 
dollars, paid to his family at his death, was returned as a do- 
nation to the fund. 

Nathamel BowDiTCH, LL. D. was admitted an honorary 
member. 

A commodious room was obtained for the library, aod the 
care of it committed to a number of young men, (apprenticea) 
who formed an association for that purpose. 

Members admitted; — 



k 



Lewia Carey, Silver-Brailh- 
Joseph F. Dow, Houaevright 
Newell Harding, Silver-emilh. 
Slepben Lynch, UpkolBterer. 
Samuel Waldrun, Housewriaht. 
William Crehore, Hou sew right. 
C. K. Lyford, Housewright 
George Howland, Housewright. 
Christopher Foster, Housewright. 
Hflbert While, Housew right. 
Solomon Howe, Houeewri^ht. 
Nathaniel Homes, Housewright. 
Benjamin Chandler, Housewright 
Samuel Stinkney, HousewrigliL 
Micah Cutler, Housewright. 
Aaron Wallia, Housewright. 
Melzar Dunbar, Housewright. 
William Goddard, HousewrighL 
Hiram Harris, iiouaewright. 
Charles Lei^hton, Housewright 
John B, Smith, Housewright. 
Loring Newcomb, Housewright. 
Benjamin Bosworth, Houaewright. 
Oiis Morton, Housewright. 



Selb Simmons, Housewri^t. 
Loring W. Gosa, Housewright 
Ira Crawford, Housewright 

Edward Jones, SailmakM. 
John Snelling, Shipwright 
William DiUoway, Shipwri^t. 
Daniel BuUanl, Shipwright 
Joshua Molt, Shipwright. 
Jamea Clark, Pump and Blook- 

maker, 
Joseph Hill, Cordwsiner. 
Abel Bowen, Engtaver. 
Benjamin Veaton, Chaise-maker. 
William Frost, Chaiae-maker. 
Dwight Pfouly, Painter, 
Francis H. P. Homer, Painter. 
George Yendall, Painter. 
Samuel Aapinwali, Maat-maker. 
William S. Fendlelon, Lithographer. 
Joseph Mann, Boat-builder. 
Almoran Homes, Rigger, 
Ward LJtclifield, Mason. 
Edward H. Robbins, Manufacturar. 
Enoch Uobart, Tailor. 
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k Amasa Murdock, Plane-maker. Simon G. Shipley, Baker. 



Joseph Tilden, Bricklayer. 

Joseph Pralt, Bricklayer. 

James P^e, Bricklayer. 
I Calvin Page, Bricklayer. 
I Amoa B. Parker, Bookbinder 
) John Mead, Bookbinder. 



Wiiiard Fisher, Hatier. 

Josiah Rabbins, Plymouth, Itope- 

Joaeph Cheney, Hamess-maker. 
Horatio N. WiJliams, Printer. 



18 2 9. 

Under the new arrangement, the annual mcetiijg for the 
choice of officers, was held on the first Thursday of January, 
and the first business, in order, was the presentation of the 
annual report of the committee of finance. This report era- 
braced a period of fifteen months. The whole amount re- 
ceived by the treasurer for the general fund, was Three thou- 
sand two hundred and eighl y-f our dollars and seventy cents ; 
of which Ttvelve hundred and forty-two dollars and fifteen 
cents were collected by the secretary in qiiarterly asaesa- 
ments: — the whole available property of the association 
consisting of Fourteen thousand four hundred and forly-eiffkt 
dollars and ninety-nine cents. The library, after all ita inci- 
dental espenses were paid, was credited with a balance, in 
the hands of the treasurer, of Forly-ihree dollars and seventy- 
four cents. Of the eighty-three persons who had been ad- 
mitted members in 1828, twenty-two had not then signed the 
constitution. The whole number of acting members was 
then three hundred and seventy-nine. 

The officers then chosen for the year were : — 



Samuel T. Armstrong, Prttidcnt. 
Georga W. Otis, Vici-Fraidtnt. 

Both Thaxter, 

Ezra Dyer, 

Joaepli T. Buckingham, 

Abraham Call, 

Jacob Todd, 



John Cotton, Trecawrtr, 
Joseph Lewis, SttntHTy. 

Benjamin Loring, 

Jamei McAIIaster, 

Edward D. Clark, 

John Kuhn, 

Trustta. 



Nine members were placed on the committee of relief,- 
the vice-president, as usual, being the chairman. 
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oiarir tr.foc^ :he sea^.n. Tz^ cxyaziiizze^ resretted that so 
ferfc' av5ul*:*i tL^di^lTe* of the ad-mniaire? ;hns gratoitoiisly 
pr^it^ciVrd- ari<L eiffrp-«s«i their be Jef. laa; ihe continaance of 
•* th*: Ji<:hool Gilder the patronage of ;he as^ociatioo was capa- 
ble of afiordinsr a great beneii; lo tbotse who would deTote 
therrivrlve* t/j it with a3^idairy.~ Two handled and fifty 
dollar*, were placed at ihe di>posal of a new committee, con- 
njxting of Messrs. Charles Welk, Enoch Hobart, Joseph S. 
R/ra/l, Harrison Gray, and John Roberts, for the purpose of 
amiUming the schooL 

'I'he committee on lectures, in accordance with the vote of 
the aspw>ciation, made arrangements for the course to begin 

• AJI Um m«fnlicri of the Lefisktiire, which was then in icMioa, and the neoibeit 
of Um ehy f f/vernment, were inYited to attend the second delivery of BIr. Jackaon^i 
lc4ftiira, and many of them iUd attend. Railroada had not then become popular in the 
oommoflwealthi and much labor waa reqaired to gain the public attention. 



"STiliaxn .neae-in. me if ~ne iiFii&e.'K fe l iiig J an intR^ |^ 
*«trL;r f-^.TUTi in -nLl-n-iaii»- 7:iiiiiar7 IL "VTiiri *«"k$ af teiaar i s 
Kn^^fiTH^-i iw- laniniar !r?nwgi* n!» lOcr giaJ eineD, who 
j?-rTxr»»-L iin-ng iit» rnr**?. w** > " Zf: Ibna Gaj. Dr. Gams- 
Sm 2niii5-»iT:. In 7. l^omns. Geons? 3 ii^adi:ci, Rrr. John 
fjs-icnr. imt liifnezsr Saiiey: rVi xfim^Rd doflan had 
b!f»a mupi i ii r a rr^ ii lay tse fETesae of aese Irctnes;— 
a'lOiSUifK It T-v^ssry-rva inilazs ssscsKxieiL ^ ^^ kaads c»f the 
enmmi^T4»« ir 'htt mifx it :ne snzse. A izraer ap|»o|Mi ation 
<€ T'9^^1 isnuirKii fniLar^ -vn:* TrmecL smi ;ae coaunittee weie 
iaamc?^ '^i in^c^Trng tnMirias emxcae. is been carlr in Oe- 



CHABITABLE HECHAKIC ASSOCIATION. 



227 



pn the twelfth of October. On that evening an introductory 
lecture was delivered by Joseph T. Buckingham. Hon. Ed- 
ward Everett delivered three lectures on architecture, Dr. 
"William Gregg three on pneumatics, Dr. C. Robbins two on 
ibe anatomy of the internal organs and the formation of the 
blood. 

The report of the committee of finance states that there 
were six deaths of members during the year; but no names 
are mentioned in the report, nor is it stated what amount was 
paid to the families of the deceased. The record of the gov- 
ernment meeting, October 14, states that warrants were drawn 
on the treasurer in favor of the families of Laban Smith and 
John Molineus.' 

Fifty-three candidates were admitted, — most of tbem at 
the commencement of the course of lectures : — 



WUliani McCleiiaing, Rig?e 
Caorad C. Carlelon, Slone-ci 
Solomon Washburn, Houaew 
Job Taber, Housewrighi. 



Levi Whitcomb, Housewrighi. 
LibbeuK Bonney, llousewright 

John Greenleaf, Housewrighi. 
Samuel Hurt!, Housewrigbl. 



• Gen; Fairhanki diad November 14, 1829. He wu born in Dedham, January 9, 
ITcS. Hm r>lher wu s carptoler. He served an apprenliceiliip wilb Zutidiel 
Adamt, a bailer o( Eoibury. By his dealb, in ibo vigor ol manliaod. society wai de- 
prived of SB aclive aod useful member, Ibe circle of privalo friends of a rmpecled and 
bithful compaaion, and a Ikmily of an aOeclionate huaband, parent and brolbei. For 
more ibin Iwenly years be was an eSicieDl and valued member of the aMOcialion, in 
which be aerved the cuilomaty lenii of a trustee, and had freqiieiitly been requested 
lo take a bigher otBce, but declined an eleciion. lie was always ready lo perform the 
dulies assigned lo him by his associates, and touli great detigbt in devising scbemea to 
promole Ibe honor and usefulness of the Institution, and in executing Ibe expressed Or 
iniptied obligations, whieh were oflen imposed upon bim, when elected to act on va- 
rioua important committees. To hi* perseverance it wm in a good degree owing thai 
Bio asaoeialion Inalituled the earliest courses of tcientilio lectures, and adopted other 
moduof inlellectual improve menl for its me mlier* and fur the apprentices ofraechnn- 
ica. By Ihe native vigor of bis mind he was enabled to overcome many of the disnJ- 
Tsnlagei of fortune, and to maintain himself in a position much more honorable than 
thai of many who enjoy the privileges of a liberal education. In the common inier- 
funtne of life bis manners were those of a gentleman, and he bad claimi to popular 
bvor which entliled him to expect dinllnction. He was highly respected as an olRocr 
[n the mililja. and be rose rapidly from the rnnks through all inferior offices to the office 
«i rakHiel. In politics, when party spirit was violent and vindictive, though active and 
tnfluential in the party lo which he belonged, he never suffered his poliii™! prrjudieca 
or panisliliea lo interfere with those relationi or that deportment which ebaraeieriie a 
• tiieai and ■ gentlenum. In all domsstio relations be was an example of fidelity and 
■aiscuaa; in all hia buainesa transacliooa, of fairneas and integrity. 




Wi 



Jmmes Dndl^j', IToaM'OTteht. 
Williun Reith, HiMuewn^M 
Chule* Heraejr, HoiuewiighL 
Richjwd Bonil, nooMwright, 
Luke BrowD, Hou»«-«~ri^lii. 
Jared LiocolD. Housewn^t. 
FreeJom Whitman. HousrtrrighL 
George Marsh. HousewtighL 
Theoilore Washburn, House wright. 
Lojai Lorejoy, HousevrighL 
Thomas Mair, IlonsewTi^L 
Charles C, Siarburk, Iron-founder. 
James Blake, Ta)low-<'haiid1er. 
Henrjr G. Slelsen, Baker. 
John RDberi>i, Bookbinder. 
James Doiety, Haiidresser. 
Eben R. Lillle, Cooper. 
Peleg Churchill, Cooper. 
Martin Wilder, Blacksmilh. 
Nicholiu Lilile, Blacksmiih. 
Samuel Ho lb rook, Shipwri^L 
William Easierb rooks, Cordwainer. 
William B. Swift, Comb-maker, 
Isaiah Rogers, Architect. 
Charles Forster, Cabinet-maker, 



' THB MASSACBl-SBTTS 



Jonas Chkkcnng, 

tittker, 
JmI niMwIeT, Bricklajer. 
Francis B, Winter, Bricklayer. 
Thomas Austin, Bricklayer. 
Joseph L. Bates, Umbrella-auuil- 

fjicturer. 
Klailhew Binney, UmbreUa-nuB- 

WUIiam Snow, Painter. 
William Homes, Painter. 
Isaac Dupee, Painler. 
Enoch H. Saelling, Glazier. 
John T. Dingley, Halter. 
Samuel Prince, Sailmaker. 
Samuel M. Russell, Pump-maket. 
Henry Willis, Tj-pe -founder. 
John H. Easlbum, Printer. 
David Woodman, Baker. 
Samuel Newmarch, Baker. 
John Sawin, Clock and Watdl- 

David Tilsoii, Slater. 
Alanson Bice, Bricklayer. 



18 3 0. 

The annnal meeting took place January 7, and the first 
business appears to have been the action upon the report of 
the committee of finance. The amount of income, from the 
usual sources, with the cash on hand at the commencement 
of the year 1S29, was $3,259 78 ; and the expenditure during 
the year was $2,353 52; leaving a balance in the hands of 
the treasurer of §906 26. The entire property (exclusive of 
furniture) was Fifteen tkovsaad and niaety-two dollars and 
tixteen cents. The report aays : — " The income for the ensu- 
ing year may be estimated to be about $1,500. The expenses 
and payments will probably be about 01,200, exclusive of 
such as may appertain to the triennial festival, which will be 
celebrated in October next," 
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Messrs. Edward Everett, William Sullivan, and Wil- 
z,tAM Stl'hgis were admitt(;d honorary members. 

For some reason, not very apparent, the choice of officers 
was not attended with the accustomed unanimity. Daniel 
Messinger was elected president by a small majority, — Mr. 
Armstrong having declined a re-election. Mr. Otia was re- 
elected by nearly all the votes, and, being present, declined 
serving. On a second ballot no person had a majority. On 
a third ballot, Joseph T. Buckingham was chosen by a ma- 
jority of about twenty votes, A committee was sent to in- 
form htm of the election, who reported that he declined the 
office. A fourth ballot w*as taken, and resulted in the choice 
of Ezra Dyer. Mr. Dyer was not at the meeting. The mem- 
bers were constantly withdrawing, and the number of votes 
given for secretary and treasurer was less than half the num- 
ber thrown for a president. Mr. Lewis, the secretary of the 
preceding year, had forty-eight votes, and was unanimously 
re-elected. Mr. Cotton also bad all the votes (fifty-two) for 
treasurer. The votes for trustees were forty-three in number. 
After the election of trustees, the usual votes of thanks to re- 
tiring officers, and the appointment of a. committee of relief, 
the meeting vas adjourned to the eleventh day of the month. 

At the adjourned meeting, the committee that had been 
appointed to inform Mr. Dyer of his election as vice-president, 
reported that Mr. Dyer declined the office. William Jackson 
was then chosen vice-president, and, being present, declined. 
The further balloting was postponed to the eighteenth, when 
Joseph T. Buckingham was again elected, and, that the proper 
organization of the government might be no longer delayed, 
accepted the office. The new government then consisted of 
the following members, viz: — 

Daniel Messinger, Prisidenl. John Cotton, Treaiurer. 

iph T. Buckingham, Vict-Pretidenl. Joseph Lewisj Sttretary. 

Abraham Call, Uriel Crocker, 

Jacob Todd, Thomas Wbitmarsh, 

James McAUaster, Martin Bates, 

John Euhn, Samuel S. WilUams, 
Edwwd D. Clark, Tnutm. 




^g AKNAL8 OF THE Ma59ACHL~S£TTS 

A second attempt was made this year by Stephen Fai^ 
banks, to break up the custom of having refresh meiits attbc 
meetings of the government and the committee of nAiti 
A resohition to that effect was offered at the annual roeeUog, 
was partially disonssed, and referred to Messrs. S. Fairbauka, 
Benjamin Russell, aud William Jackson, to report at a future 
meeting. The committee offered a report, in due time, which, 
after debate, was re-coromitled, and Edward D. Clark, Ham- 
eon Ciray, Joseph T. Buckingham, Henry Purkitt, James 
Phillips, and George Darracott were added to the coramitlee, 
At the quarterly meeting, April 1, Mr. Fairbanks sabmitted 
the following report : — 

The Fommiiiee, lo whom was referred eertain resolutions upon the mb- 
jeal of tUo enierlaiomeats given by the goremmeal and the toinmitlM of 
rtiUar, at iheit busiaess meetings, have had the subject under their cea- 
sider»lion, and beg leave to repod : — 

That the object of the ori-^aal mover in this matter was to eflect a re- 
form of a custom prevailing iu the goverumeot and the cammiiiee of re- 
lief^ long and generally admitted as a serious evil. The committee an 
fiitly aware of the magnitude of this evil, and while they decline re«oin- 
ra«nding lo the govermnent and the eoinrailtee of telief to omit oiferiag 
refreahmenta of <Uiy kind, they believe the good sense of the gentlemen, 
who shall continue to till these otRces from time to lime, will dicIUe lo 
them the iropurtauoe of a change in lix'n paiticutar. The example of the 
government may always be expected lo have a direct snd leading infia- 
ence upon the assoeliilion generally, and the welfare and prosperity of the 
young members will be essentially promoted by a CDuformity with the 
strictest rules of economy. 

The public aeutimenl, in relation to luxurious and costly entertain- 
ments, as well as the frequent use of ardent spirits, has recently under- 
gone an entire chnn^^e. This change, your committee believe, is of rilal 
importance to the future happiness of a large part of our population ; and 
they think they do not arrogate too mucb by saying tlial no association can 
exert a more enlensive and beneficial influence than the one they now 
address ; and ibey therefore feel themselves authorized to hope that, in 
fulure, the respective entertainments of both branches of the govemmeal 
will be in accordance with thai spirit of economy, on which alone me- 
chanics can found a reasonable expectation of niiaining that inlluence, 
respectability, and independence, at which a laudable ambition may 
justly and properly aim. 

The committee were instructed to inquire whether any of the customary 
observances of the association might be dispensed with, or any general 
regulations might be adopted, which should tend to the saving of expenM 
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to the associalion, and to the promolion of e:;onomy among its mpmbcrs. 
'In pursuance of this instruction the (■ommittee have no hesitation in re- 
'^xunmending such an aheration of the conatltution as shall relieve all such 
menibers as do not choose lo join in that part of ihf celebration of the 
Triennial festival which consists of a. public dinner, from the operation of 
that iiwtniment, or so much of it as provides that the expenses of the fea- 
tival shall be defrayed by an asspflsraenl on all the members. The opera- 
lion of this provision of [he constilation has been considered as onerous 
Wid unjust; and il has not been, unfrequently, the case, that the payment 
of this assessment has been resisted by those who did not partake of the 
dinner, and some have taken up (heir connection with the association in 
consequence. [The committee then propose an alteration, providing thai 
the expenses of the dinner shall be paid by the subscriptions of those 
'who voluntarily parlalie of it ; and that all other expenses shall be paid 
ftom the commond fund.) 

It must be manifest lo every member Ihat a very considemble item in 
the ordinary expense of the triennial festival has been occasioned by the 
employment of a band of military music, — not merely lo enliven the 
feativiiics of the table, but to accompany marshals (having charge of Ihe 
standard] from the place of meeting to the president's house and back, 
and to precede ihe procession of members from the place of meeting to 
the place of public worship, and thence lo the festive hall. The commit- 
tee believe it would be more in unison with the character of an avowedly 
charilable institution, and which has assumed the character of a literary 
&nd scientiBc one, to dispense with this uselesfi and costly piece of osten- 
tation; and ihey therefore recommend to the committee of arrangements, 
which may be hereafter appointed lo superintend the next triennial fes- 
tival, to dispense with the employment of a band of military music, or, at 
least, with all that part of its serrico which consists in public parade and 
exhibition. 

The committee, though not specially instructed to extend their inqui- 
ries any farther, as it respects the constitution, have, nevertheless, been 
led lo consider the expediency of an alteration in that part of it which re- 
lates to the admission of life members ;• and, with great deference, sub- 
mit a proposition, the reasons for which must be apparent, and which can 
hardly be necessary to detail in this report. It is sutlicienl to remind the 
association, that a new member may become a life member by paying an 
entrance, forty dollars, and that there are many members who have paid 
more than twice that sum already. It would seem, therefore, to be no 
more than justice to extend the privilege of life membership in such a 
way as to equalize its advantages ; and, mure especially, if it can be done 

wben Ihe srlicle here referred lo v»f iacorpomit'd in Ihe 

ien Buy prinlei) copy oriheconnlitiilmn coaiainin^ il; and, if 

been placed on the rtcords, it kat ucaped my matt 




tf Ai 





WAL ILL 
1II«'a iBBflli T^SKS. BUI 12W TSUI ill 

a ine- ataiinisr m. lie- jwriusar a tsb, aulonw 
ml JirTh^r imi'imih' ini' — btt mssiiUBL irm 

JB"— IffT 3KaL lU. ISeBBIimSL HL IBTTIiSIE IC XBBHIi 4UUOB^ ABBES' bs ft iuC 

Vff iza-T' ^Ti'iT til* jn~lt?a** if idi* iit«3ii:ggin^TT ly 
It nrtisr ic^xif nmxn&zxeiL 




ihsee of relief, ufed ccocessi::^ 

yaratrja rriiTing so al'aer&ii'asf of dfre cowsimiMMi was le- 
eoffs^r^ to a ptr: of iSe cctczinare. xiz. S. Fmirbuika^ J. T. 
Bodt;i:.5riAn. R Bossel. K IX Cjik. and H. GiaT, to cod- 
t9<itr ii^d r»porL Afrier iiic^^c^ic':: a: rwo subsequeot meet- 
io^, ti^ article coDceni;::^ life z:>ei:iber»iiip was mocepted, 
noaoimou^Ij. and wa5 theDcerorwud a part of ifae constita- 
tion, Th€r recomiDeDdatioQ of the coraminee that tbc article 
c/iflceminz the trleonial festival b-e siricken from the constita- 
lion, 'aas rejected bv a large inajon:y. 

In the months of Jannarr. February, and March, lectures 
were delivered by Me*?r?- Ebenezer Bailey and George R 
Kmerffon, and by Drs. Martin Gay and J. V. G. Smith. 
Thejie gentlemen declined receiTing any compensatioo for 
their nervices. The entire expense attending the lectures, 
from October 1829, to the close of the season, March 1830, 
was $187. Messrs. Backingham, Cotton, Darracott, E. D. 
Clark, and S. Fairbanks, were constituted a committee to ar- 
range a course of lectures for the next season, and the sum of 
Two hundred dollars was placed at their disposal for that 
purpose. The introductory lecture was delivered, October 
111 by the Bey. N. L. FrothinghaoL Hon. E. Everett follow- 
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ed, with a lecture on " The Workingmen'a Party." Hon. Will- 
iam Sullivan, Dr. J. B. Flint, Dr. W. Grigg, Dr. John Park, 
and Hon. Alexander H. Everett, severally gave lectures each 
sorcessive week till the end of the year. 

From a report of the committee on the library, November 
33, it appears that the treasurer had paid bills, amounting, in 
the preceding four years, fo about Three hundred dollars, and 
that there were then four quarters rent of the room unpaid. 
No specific appropriation had been ever made for the ex- 
penses of this institution. 

The school committee recommended an appropriation of 
Two hundred dollars, to carry on a school for apprentices, — 
^phich was adopted by the association. 

The ninth triennial festival was celebrated on the seventh of 
October. The committee of arrangements, as usual, consisted 
of twelve members in addition to the government. The num- 
ber of guests, officially invited, was about thirty, embracing, 
as usual, the highest officers of the state and city, several 
merchants, clergymen, schoolmasters, members of Congress, 
and strangers of distinction. The merchants who attended 
the celebration were Messrs. T. H. Perkins, Thomas Motley, 
William Sturgis, and Amos Lawrence; — the members of 
Congress, Daniel Webster, Benjamin Gorham, and Francis 
Baylies. The public services of the occasion were performed 
at the Baptist meeting-house in Fed era! -street; prayer and 
selections from scripture by the Rev. Howard Malcom, ad- 
dress by J. T. Buckingham, anthem by the choir, &c. &c. 
The dinner was provided at Fancuil Hall. Three hundred 
and sixty persons were seated at the tables, — a much greater 
namber than had before participated in the festivities of the 
occasion. Original songs, sung at the table, were written by 
Messrs. Isaac McLellan, jun. and Henry J. Finn. 

Forty members were this year added to the association : — 



Samuel Lynes, HousewrighL 
Jonathan Denlon, Houaewright, 
Lebbeus Stetson, Ho u.iew right. 
Daniel G. Ball, Houaewright. 
Joaeph Willeult, HousewrighL 
Lqvi Willcutt, Uousewtight. 
30 



Justin Cook, Housewright. 
Isaac ButteriieUi, Housewright 
George Hall, Housewright. 
Saniuel Millard, Houaewrigbt. 
Hosea Bartlett, HousewrighL 
Josepli Uooilwinj UuusswrighL 



ANNALS OF TUK MA8BACfIUaETT9 



Samuel N. Dickinson. Printer, 
Henry W. Dutlon, Printer. 
J&iDeB Wenlworlh, Printer. 
Andrew Wright, Printer. 
Laban S. Beecher, Carver. 
John Wedficer, Baker. 
Richard Austin, Baker. 
John A. Pitman, Cooper. 
William Rhodes, Cooper. 
Roswell Fnmham, Corilwajner 
Ebenezer Waters, 
n Beals, 



Ebenezer Scott, Paintar. 
Henrj A. Hovey, Chaise-makeCi 
Edward Bell, Bricklayer. 
Itichard Wilherell, Bricklayer. 
Samuel Pratt, Bricklnyer. 
LaxaruB Bowkcr, Brieklayer. 
Nathaniel Sweel, Bricklayer. 
Thomoit Bagnall, Pump and Block 

Lenvitl Soother, ShipwrighL 
Coppersmith. Moses Grant, Paper-maker. 
Coppersmilh. John Holbrook, Shipamith. 



Thomas Christy, Saddler. 

RuluB Brackelt, Morocco-man qEk- 



John Lothrop, Sail 'maker 

Bouthworth Bryant, Painter. 

Charles Henderson, Painter. lurcr. 

Fooi^eeti were discharged for obstinate delinquency; two 
were discharged at their own request ; and eight died, viz :— 
Tarell Tuttle, jun. Horace Fox, William Jennings, Lnho 
Richardson, John Kreuger, Isaac Pierce, William A. Dow, 
and Horatio N. Williams. 

Mr. Bowditch, an honorary member, made a donation of 
One hundred dollars to the fund. Another donation of a like 
sum was made by an individual, whose modesty did not per- 
mit him to divulge his name. 

The committee of relief distributed in charity Three ban* 
dred and fifty dollars. 

Various sums due in assessments were remitted, — one of 
Seventeen dollars and fifty cents to Jonathan Huncwell, who, 
in the days of his prosperity, had been one of the greatest 
benefactors of the association, — a melancholy illustration of 
the reverses of fortune- 
Several changes were made in the investment of the fands, 
all of which tended to increase the aggregate value of the 
property. 

At a government meeting, the treasurer reported that " be 
had received a note from one of our much-honored citizens, 
enclosing One hundred dollars, for, as be very kindly express- 
ed it, ' the funds of that respectable and useful institution, the 
Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association,' accompa- 
nied with an injunction that no public notice should be taken 
of it; — observing that be thought he did not give, if public 
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tiianks were retarried," The treasurer was requested to pre- 
sent the thanks of the association to the liberal benefactor, 
for hia donation to the funds and for the kiud wishes which 
Bccompaaied it. 



18 3 1. 

Annual meeting, January 6. The committee of finance pre- 
sented their report, of which the following is an abstract : — 

The BBcrelarj' received, during Ike year 1830, on account of 

mdmission fees, t390 00 

Quarterly assesBmenlSj 945 50 

Feativsl, 792 ao 

S2,138 00 
The treasurer had in hia hands, including the balaace of far- 
mer account, receipts &om secretary, dividends from banks, 

and bank slock, $4,631 01 

And bad paid, to the commiltee of relief, . . 8350 00 

To the iamilios of eight deceased members, . . 320 00 

Cominiltee on lectures, SOO 00 

Bknk shares, 1,350 00 

Sundry warrants, 1,415 33 

Balance on hand, 985 68-44,621 01 

The whole available property, $15,681 73. 

The government for the year was organized as follows : — 

Daniel Messinger, President. John Cotton, Trtamtrtr. 

Joseph T. Buckingham, Vice-PrtiiiUnt. Joseph Lewis, Secrelan/. 

John Kuhn, Charles A. Wells, 

Uriel Crocker, Robert Bacon, 

Thomas Whilmarah, James Spear, 

Martin Bales, Isaac Duvis, 
Bamuel S. Williams, Trtutees. 

The meeting was adjourned, and continued by several ad- 
journments, weekly, till the end of March. At the meeting, 
Febraary 7, a committee, to whom had been referred a propo- 
■itioQ that the association should subscribe for a number of 
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sets of "The Mechanic's Magazine," for the apfvrenttcrif 
library, made a report, of which the following 13 the sat^ 
stance : — 

. . . They learned a few important finals in re^mrd to the libmr, 
highly honorable lo the apprenlkes, and which mual be gmtifying lo the 
members of the assoclaljon to hear : — Since some of thia eoramiltee lubi 
the pleasure lo attend to the concerns of tlie library, a number of jmn 
ago, Tecy great improvementa have grown up whit^h it ia pleasant to no- 
tice ; auch as the voluntary tax imposed upon themselves by the npprea- 
liees, of Twenty-five cents a year, to increase the stock of 1>ook« tmi 
newspapers ; ihe organization of Ibemselves into a debating society, and 
having rules and regulations for iheir govemmeni, and for the delivei]' 
and return of the books, highly creditable ; and, lastly, the very good con- 
dition of what bouka they have, which are kept so by the mana^n, wbo 
enforce all the salutary by-laws wltich they have enacted fur their gsr- 



The committee then thought how laudably this association had come 
forward with funds to open a school for their apprentices, and also to in- 
alitule lectures in every branch of useful knowledge for ihe entertaiiunenl 
and advantage of ihe members themselves ; and hoiv very beneficial 
both bad proved lo ihe interaats of the association, in raising ila fame Uii 
increasing its laniia and its moral stren^h ; and, if these were so excel- 
lent objects for the disbursement of money, that ii would likewise be 
equally important to distribute a portion towards supplying proper books 
for our lads to read, who now throng the library room at every opening, 
and are obliged lo take whatever can be handed them from a very toanty 
store of old books, — few of which are of first rale value. 

The committee further think thai benevolence cannot be better ei«rted 
than by fostering this library, and extending, with judgement, its cata- 
logue of useful books. The funds appropriated to the relief of the widow 
are, it is true, of the first importance ; but the association caiinot regard 
thai of less importance, which ia given to instruct the widow's son in ihe 
ways of virtue, in keeping him from the vulgar resorts of idleneis, and in 
making him, perhaps, a benefactor to his mother and an ornament to his 
species. Reflecting, therefore, on t!ie importance of keeping the young 
mind actively engaged in useful reading, whenever it baa the least 
leisure, the committee came to Ihe conclusion to recommend to the asso- 
ciation that ihey appropriate a sum not exceeding Fifty dollars a year for 
the purchase of useful periodicals, and recommend a subacriplion for five 
sets of the Mechanic's Magazine, one set of Silliman's Journal, one of ihe 
Franklin Institute's Journal, and one of such other work as the library 
cMJOuniltee think most proper. 

The committee cannot cloae without soliciting the atlenlion of the in- 
dividual members to this interesting concern, and begging of iham lo 
contribute to ila encouragement by the donation of any books front llwtr 
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eiwets knd oases vhich they can spare ; the acciiniulatiun of which in 
^ne place may be Ihe meanti of elicitinj; Ihat genius from some young 
mind, nhicli might otherwiiie remain buried in iho head till ihe head it- 
self be buried in the dus^ and no one the wiser for its ha.ving been in the 

Respectfully submilted, ke. DAVID FRANCIS, Chaiman. 

At the closing of the course of lectures, aa appears by the 
report of the committee, twpnty-five Icctnrea had been deliv- 
ered,— by Dr. J. V. C. Smith, TheopIiilusU. Marvin, {on the 
origin of printing,) Dr. Storer, (on entomology,) Dr. J. B. 
Flint, (on animal anatomy,) Dr. C. Robbins, (on internal 
anatomy,) Rev. Hosea Hildrcth, (on the evils of intemper- 
ance,) Dr. John C, Warren, {on the brain,) in addition to the 
gentlemen before mentioned." The whole expense of which 
was about Two hundred dollars. Messrs. Buckingham, Cot- 
ton, Darracott, E. D. Clark, and Fairbanks, were chosen a 
committee to procure a coarse of lectures for the next season. 

A vote, was passed, August 11, directing the treasurer to 
sabscribe for fifty share? in the " Mechanic's Hall Associa- 
tion." t 

An adjourned meeting of the association was held at the 
Marlboro' Hotel, on the evening of Sunday, August H, to 
hear an address on intemperance, by the Rev. Joseph Tucker- 
man. A vote of thanks was given to Dr. J. C. Warren, and 
Messrs. Lemuel Shaw, and Amos Lawrence, at whose re- 
quest the meeting had been held to hear the lecture. It was 
also 

Voted, That ihia association approve the sentiments contained in Ihe 
address, and, that the government, he requested to cause their approbation 
to be affixed to the same, when printed for distribution. 

Signed, JOHN COTTON, Prttiding offictr. 

This vote was read at the next government meeting; and, 
after deliberation, it was " Voted, That, as much as this board 
may coincide with the above expression of the association, 

• Sea pags \:i2 

t Oa llle peiilion of Diiniel Mflniingrr, Em Dyer, and J. T. BuDbln^faun, ihe 
Lcgulilure liBcl granled lo iliaH iieiiiioneri and iheir auociates an act of incorpora- 
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tlwy deem it inexpedirat to affix their Dames to any addnn 
relative thereto." At the same meetipg of the govern meot, ■ 
comma nicalioa was leceired from Stephen Falrbaaks, con- 
ceraing the formation of a ctty temperance society. ARa 
reference to a committee, the goTemmeat Toled, that it was 
iaripedieot to talfe any order tbereoo. 

At the qaarterty nieetin^, October 6, the committee ap- 
pointed to make arrangements for a coorse of lectures report- 
ed, that tbey bad eogagnl the servicea of Messrs. Henry A S. 
Dearborn, A. H. Everett, William Sullivan, Rev. George 
Ripley, Rev. John Pierpoiit, Messrs. Benjamin A. Gould, 
Thomas G. Fesseodeo, Jo^ph Jenkins, Fraucis Alger, Doc- 
tors J. V. C. Smith, Davis, and Fisher. 

The committee on schools, by their chairman, C. Wells, 
made a report in detail, giving an encouraging account of the 
progress of the pupils in UTiting, arithmetic, and book-keep- 
ing, under the instroctioii of Mr. Jaraes Robinson. The re- 
port was accepted, and Two hundred and fifty dollars appro- 
priated for the school about to commence for the season. 

Fifty-hve candidates, whose names follow, were admitted 
to membership: — - 

EdwBid Haskell, Tj-pe-foander. Williun B AnnJJi. EngiBTer. 

WilUam H. Famham, Block and Alouio Bartvell, Engnver. 



Pump-maker. 
Cbarles Bullard, Leaiher-diesser. 
Curtis Searle, CorJwainer. 
John Hunt, Housewriffht. 
Benjamin Brown. Housenright. 
EphraimW. EilmaaAijHousewright. 
John Davenport, Housenri^l. 

Nalbaniet Hanuaond, HousewrishL John Go»s, Bricklay 
Benjamin Rioddard, HousewrigLt. James Knott, Cord' 



Gfiorge G. Smith, Engtaver. 
Nathaniel Willis, Printer. 
Edwin Buckingham, Printer. 
William W. Clapp, Printer. 
George Bass, Hatter. 
John Russell, Bricklayer. 
Andrew McKenney, BricUayer. 
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Clement Willis, Housewrighl. 
Perez Cuahtng, Housewrighl. 
Muk Weare, Houiewright. 
Ruel Baker, Puidter. 
Reuben T. Robinson, Painter. 
Charles Redding, Painter. 
Nathaniel Blake, Sail-maker. 
Joseph Austin, jun. Tin-pit 
worker. 



Thomas Tnmer, Conlwainer. 
Augustus S. Homes, Distiller. 
Stevens Burleigh, Distiller. 
Edward Cazneau, Hingham, Um- 
brella-maker, 
William Underwood, ManufMlurer. 
John Staples, Tailor. 
John G, Wyman, Tailor. 
Henry Lienow, Tftilor. 
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Benjamin Brown, Chair-maker. 
John Austin, Comh-miiker, 
James G. Gates, Chair-pain ler. 
Kalhan Jocelyn, Quincy, Ship- 
Homes Hinckley, Machinist. 
John Codman, Machinist. 
AJpha Richardson, Currier. 
Abijah 5, Johnson, Stair-builder. 
WiUiam Bridge, Blacksmith. 

Twelve of these had not signed the constitution when the 

year closed. Six members died, viz : — Ezekiel Jones, 

Waterman, James Pullick, John Russell, James Dudley, and 
Edward Bugbee. Unceasing efforts were made by the gov- 
ernment to collect the arrearages from careless and delinquent 
members : notwithstanding which, seven were discharged for 
obstinate delinquency. One member withdrew his name. 



George W. Blake, Bricklayer. 
John A. Page, Bricklayer, 
Amos Sawyer, Baker. 
John D, Murra)', Bruah-maker. 
Bela Marsh, Bookbinder. 
John Larrabee, Rope-maker. 
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' Annual meeting, January 5, The president as chairman 
Wf the committee of finance, presented the annual report, 
Hrom which it appeared that the treasurer had received (in- 
cluding the balance of the last year's account, — the sum of 
wi,028 from the secretary for admission fees and assessments, 
t-a donation of 8-53 from William II. Eliot, — and divi- 
dends of bank stock,) Tico thousand ei^fiC hundred and eighty- 
■wix dollars and sixty-eight cents ; — and that, after paying to 
4he committee of relief %2Q{i, to the families of deceased 
Jnerabera g240, — to the committee on lectures $200, — to 
the school committee $225, — for sundry bank shares §1,250, 
— and for sundry contingencies $.357 46, — he had on hand 
p balance of $314 22. The whole amount of the fund was 
'Sixteen thousand tiro hundred and seventy-four dollars and 
forty-tiro cents. The bank shares commanded a premium 
•bove their par valaeof five percent, amounting in the whole 
to more than Seven hundred and fifty dollars. 



I 
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At the conclnBion of this report the committee say — " lo 
addition to the deaths mentioned in tlie preceding report, the 
committee cannot refrain from mentioning that of their lalt 
worthy honorary member, William IL Eliot, Esq. for whose 
liberality and untiring zeal in the advancing of the arts aiid 
ecienceK, and all works of public utility, — for whose eDCOD^ 
agement in less prosperous times to many members of this 
association, (the mechanics and artisans of his native city,) 
and for whose private worth, talents, and moral character, his 
name will be endeared to us all and his memory cherished."' 
The president, Mr. Messinger, declined a re-election. The 
government for the year was then organized as follows: — 

Joseph T. Bockinnham, President. Jolin Cotton, Treaturtr. 

Ezra Dyer, Viee-Prtaiiimt. 

Thomas Whilnisrah, 



Joseph Lewis, Srerttary. 
Isaac Davis, 



Uriel Crocket, 

Mar 



Jar 



i Dav 



John K- Simpson, 
Bill Richardson, t 

Tituteei. 



« This senllciuan wai Ihe son of Sainuiil Eliol, an emineal mercliBnl of Bourn. 
He graduiled at Harvard college in 1619, and allerward (ludird law. But ha m 

ihal waa already Ihronged Willi easer candidales for weallh and profiPHioDiil hpiwr. 
The ercclioD ot ihe Tcemanl-hoiiK, und the rorolihing oC il Tor Ibe ocrommodalioB oS 
Ihs riliiena of Boilon and Hi iranticdl visileM, wm owing eDtiraly lo hii energf and 

cipal Dgenl ia procuring a chnrlrr fur Ihe BosloD and Providence Railroad CorpcM- 
lion. In December, 1^)33, white ihe iiiunici)>al eleclion in Boslon vet pending, ud 
Ihe friendu o( Iwo " regulirly nominated " candidate* were engaged in electflMteerint 
for their reapeeiive favoriiea, ifae frienda of Mr. Eliol brought hiui before Ihe public a* 
I candidate. The nominniion waa popular and the prtis[>ei;l o( bit election vat en- 
counging . The Buaton Courier look atrong ground in hi> favor : and, three day* be- 
fore Ibe day atfigDed for eleclion, had an anicla telling forth hi* claimi and juaUfyiBf 
tail friends for their prueeedinga, which waa Ibiu ibruiiily teraiinaled ; — 

"Alai! the voice of iiraiie and the comiDendalion* of frieadahip, have no power to 
recall the breath thai ha* gone, nor can ihe recilnl of claiina to public honor* and di>- 
linciioa ' provolie ihe ailent dual, or aoothu the dull cold tar of Ibe dead.' Wall may 
we eiclaiiu, in the language of Burke, ' What ahadowt we are, what Ebadowa we 
puniie ! ' Our pen refiirea all olher ofTlce than to blot out nearly all thai we have 



Ihe Kibject of our 



; for before we had fuiiahed iMir d 
on ceaaed to be a t-midulBle for Ibe h< 

WittiKUi Hiirrnnt Ehi'l i> deod That >hon ai 



ed ia liiia article. Ui> merita deterve a 
tflecllug— and here we slop," 

I Mr. Ricbardion declined lerving sa 
BUiiUp 




. ihe present m 
■ truster, and Edmund Uiinr< 
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- A committee of the Legislature invited the association to 
{Mtteiid, as a body, the centennial celebration of the one han- 
,tiretlth anniversary of the birth of (jleorge Washington, — 
which was accepted. Most of the members appeared in the 
public procession. 

The apprentices' library was surrendered to the entire con- 
trol of the apprentices themselves — the association relin- 
quishing all claim to its supervision and all responsibility for 
its expenses, after the month of June. 

Quarterly meeting, October 4. The committee on lectures 
■nbmitted the following report, which was accepted : — 

. . , In procurina; lecturers heretofore, the usual method hns been 
to solicit the serTJces of such gentlemen as would deliver ieclures frmla- 
itously ; but, from the experience your cotamittee hare had, they believe 
it will be utterly impossible lu obtain good lecturers in future on those 
tenna ; besides which, the praclice of having single leclurea, on suhjecla, 
Vhieh, to give any definite and profitable information, would require a 
whole course, in not, in their opinion, beat calculated to promote the me- 
chanic arts, and tliereby the iniarest and respectability of the association, 
as mechamcs, artists, manufacturers, and citizens. In order to arrive at so 
desirable a result, your committee are of opinion, and feel it their duty to 
Tecommend, that a regular course of lectures should be delivered, on sub- 
jects connected or collateral with mechanic science, cHpecially those 
tjranches immediately applicable to the arts and manufactures, two of 
the most important of which are mechanics and chemistry. A practical 
knowledge of these sciences is undoubtedly of the highest consideration 
to mechanics, as all of them are, more or lea?, either directly or remotely, 
connected with professional skill in every trade and calling. It is be- 
lieved that there is not a single mechanic, who may not gain some posi- 
live advantage in his worldly wealth and comfort, by increasing his 
knowledge at the fountain head of the sciences, and that a person is 
much more likely to succeed in his business, having this knowledge ; ho 
is not only less hable to be unsuccessful in any of his operations, but, in 
case of failure, knows how to apply the remedy. His occupation becomes 
more agreeable to him in proporlJou as he applies his scientific knowl- 
edge to his local business ; and what was before, at times, irksome, will 
now be his pleasure. As he becomes more acquainted with this knowl- 
edge, it esalt* his mind, and elevates his faculties above low pursuits, 
leaching him to look upon all subjects as below bis notice, which are not 
useful in the pursuit of knowledge or the cultivation of virtue. 

In recommending this course, your coramillee do not look for great re- 
iluItB the present season, but confidently consider the method here pro- 
jftm^d as the commencement of those results, only to be obtained by a 
31 
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tteniy and pereaverin^ application of proper meantt for those deainMa 
objecU. If the usociation shaulil eee fit to adopt the course here pmpot- 
ed, ways and means must be provided, and for thai purpoHo the cominiiiM 
propose the following resoiulion, viz; — Thai Five hundred dollsm be 
now appropriated, from the funds of the aHsociation, loward» defrayine tae 
expense of a course of lectures, to be inaiiiuted by the govenunent for the 
approaching winter. 

By order of the conunlltee. 

Signed, CHARLES A. WELLS, Chaimon. 

The president, the treasurer, and Charles A. Wella were 
appointed a committee to arrange the lectures. The same 
members were authorized as a committee, to procure any ap- 
paratus that might be required to illustrate any scientific lec- 
ture that might be given. 

The lectures for the sea.'^on commenced on the nineteenth 
of October. An introductory lecture was delivered by George 
S. Hillard, Esq. which, by special request of the associatioa, 
was repeated a few weeks afterward. October 36, Gdwanl 
Brooks, Esq. delivered a lecture " on the most useful methods 
of investing the profits of labor." At the next meeting of 
the association, Stephen Fairbanks offered the following pre- 
amble and resolutions : — 

Whereas a lecture has recently been delivered by Edward Brooks, Esq. 
before this association, in which he made some verj' interesting remarks 
upon the subject of establishiag a bank upon the principles of coik crtdit, 
&c. Therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this association, that a bank, found- 
ed upon such principles, would be particularly beneficial, and adapted to 
the wants of ihe mechanics of thia city. 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be app>ointed, by nominalioa from 
the cluiir, to lake ioio consideration the expediency of pelitioning the 
LegislalUTc, at its next session, for a charter fur a bank, lo be conduoled 
upon the principles above referred lo, and to report at the next meeting. 

The resolutions were adopted, and Stephen Fairbanks, 
Jonathan Whitney, Samuel T. Armstrong, Charles Wellfs 
John P. Thorndike, John K. Simpson, and Simon Wilkinson 
were appointed to constitute the committee. The committee 
subsequently reported, by Mr. Fairbanks, their chairman, that 
"such are the present laws regulating all moneyed institutions 
in the commonwealth, that it will not be practicable to ob- 
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tain B bill, which will grant any privileges not now enjoyed 
by all other eharterdd banks." After some other incidental 
remarks, the committee say, — "The important princlplea 
which we believe will render the contemplated bank so highly 
beneficial to the mechanics, and others connected with it, 
are, the allowing of interest on depositcs and the granting of 
cash credits," The committee declined to report, in detjiil, 
an answer to all the objections which some had mentioned to 
the proposed institution, preferring to state their viewa in oral 
commmiicatJons. They ofTered the following resolution : — 

Resolved, Thai a bank, to be calleil ihe Mechanic's Saving Bank, with 
a capital of Five hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into iihareH of 
One hundred dollars each, should be forlhwith chartered by the median- 
ics and otiiets in ihia city; but il is inexpedient for the membats of Ihe 
■Bsoctalion, in llieir corporaU capacily, lo engage in such an enlerprize. 

The committee on procnring a scientific apparatns reported 
that it was desirable that such an apparatus should be pro- 
cured for the purpose of illustrating the principles of mechan- 
ics, and proposed that subacriptioiis for the purchase should 
be eolicited, and the amount, if any should be received, should 
be expended under the direction of the government. 

Several attempts were made during the year to improve the 
constitution; but no change was effected, excepting one 
touching a mere formality in regard to the admission of 
members. 

The salary of the secretary was raised to One hundred 
dollars. 

The lectures were continued, weekly, to the close of the 
year, by Professor Farrar, on astronomy. 

Seven members, — Levi Cook, Jeremiah P. Smith, Samuel 
Tuftle, Joel Prouty, Samuel Brintnall, Almoran Homes, and 
Jacob Todd, deceased. " 

Fifty-nine candidates were admitted, viz : — 

Joseph L. Fisher, Tumor. 
base Bird, Paper-hanger. 



» ordeallu (ppcon in Ihe reconl after lSi31. 
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Noah Bntis, Machinist. 
Thomns Ayur, llouaewrighl. 
Jolin Sikes, liouaewii^^liL 
Jolin G, Cbampuey, II uusew right. 
John Bollcs, HousBirrighl. 
Robert WTiile, Housewright. 
Caleb G. Pratt, Housewrighl. 
Mark Weare, Houeewright. 
George W. Cram, House wright. 
James Sinclair, Hausewright. 
Ezra Burleigh, Housewright. 
John C, Greenoug'h, Housewrighl. 
Jcase Niles, Housewriglit. 
Bolun Haftsliorn, Housewright. 
Francis Allen, Housewright 
Luther Horr, Housewright. 
GookiQ Parker, Housewright. 
Jonathan Davis, Pavier. 
Jesse P. Hurlbert, Paper-maker. 
Thomas Moullon, Bricklayer. 
Joseph Shipley, Bricklayer. 
Nii^hols Tower, Bricklayer. 
Bourne 8pooner, Cordage-manufac- 

Joseph A, While, Bigger. 
James J. McLennan, Rigger. 
Augustus A. Hayes, ChemisL 
Albert Homer, Painter. 
Timolliy S. Nichols, Painter. 
A. H. Bead, Currier. 
Henry Bailey, Halter. 



KatliBiiiel Franeis, Pampand Block- 

Klxphirn Sheltoo, Furop atkd Blvck- 

S. G. Hemenway, Hatler. 
Joseph M. Sherburne, Haner. 
Benjamin A. Brown, HouM-and- 

Ship-joiner. 
George Houaely, Copper-smith. 
Andrew Floyd, Copper-smilh. 
Isaac; G. Tompkins, Coppersmith. 
John H, Carter, Copper-smith. 
David W. Hill, Copper-smiUi. 
Thomaf CUamberlin, Coppei-smilb. 
Edward Chamberlin, jun. Copper 

and Brass -founder. 
James P. Ingalls, Copper and BraH- 

founder. 
James Biley, Saddler. 
John G. Ross, Cabinet-maker. 
William Grant, Cloek-maker. 
George W. Adams, BlackandWhiie- 

emith. 
G.J. H. Smith, Pocket-Book-maker. 
Edward C. Titrell, Cordwainer. 
Joseph Greenough, Slone-CUIter. 
Lyman Thuiaion, Type-founder. 
Alfred Willard, Comb-maker. 
Samuel Brown, Mo-st-maker. 
William Souther, Bookbinder. 
Samuel M. Fales, Iron-founder. 



A Fair and Exhibition of manufactures and the products 
of the mechanic arts had been frequently mentioned at the 
meetings of the government, and was a favorite project with 
a few of the members, but a majority of them treated it with 
coldnes?. Charles A. Wells was the most zealous advocate 
of it, and at the government meeting in November, procured 
the passage of the following vote : — "That Messrs. Wells, 
Crocker, and Whitmarah be a committee to consider the ex- 
pediency of establishing an exhibition of inventions and im- 
provements, and specimens of workmanship in the mechanic 
arts, and granting premiums therefor, agreeable to the third 
section of the act of incorporation." 
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This was the first effective movement in favor of Ihe Fair. 
Mr. Wells's term of service as a trustee expired at Ihe close of 
the nextycar, but lie never ceased to urge upon tlic association 
the propriety of the project and the certainty of its auccens. 
He even exhibited his enthusiasm so far as to say that if the 
goverament would authorize it, he would, himself, assume 
the responsibility of all expenses over and above (he receipts 
of the exhibition. He stated to the committee, that he would 
get up an exhibition on his own account, and be alone re- 
sponsible for the result, provided he might use the name of 
the association for that purpose, — thus givingthc association 
all the credit, if it succeeded, and taking upon himself all the 
reproach, if it should fail. Nothing decisive, however, was 
done this year in relation to the matter. 
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Annual meeting, January 3. The report from the commit- 
tee of finance, made by the president at the opening of the 
meeting, exhibited the condition of the association more in 
detail than had been usual in similar documents. The secre- 
tary had received, during the past year, in quarterly assess- 
ments, (644 50 ; fees of admission from new members, $510 ; 
from J. T. Buckingham, $10; from Charles A. Wells, J30; 
from Uriel Crocker, §20 ; and from David Fmncis, $10 ; be- 
ing the sums necessary to constitute those members respect- 
ively life members. The amount of these various receipts 
■was $1,214 50. There remained due to the secretary from 
members, $963 70. The gross amount received by the treas- 
urer, from the secretary and dividends on bank stock, was 
^2^0 37J. Of that sum he had paid out on warrants, 
8:^15 43, leaving in his hands a balance of $224 80. The 
property of the association, consisting of bank stock, cash in 
a bank on interest, cash on hand, and assessments due, 
amounted to Seventeen thousand three hundred and eight dol- 
lars and fifty-niiie cents. The bank shares were rated at par 
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in this statement ; but the treasurer estimated their additional 
value in the market at 8%? 30. After these detaiU, the re- 
port says : — 

The commiltee congratulate their brethren and associateB on the flbn> 
JBhtng conJiiioa of the uiBtitulian. They believe Ihal there am linr ii^ 
elilutiona ia the metropolis more useful in practical results. Tha di«pan- 
tiou of a. considerable portion of our iacome vrithin ike last few years 10 
purposBB of improvement in intellectual and Bcienlific pursuit^ by meaiu 
of lectures and a school for spprenlicea, lias given to thn association a de- 
gree of popularity, ajid demanded of the public a consideration and re- 
epoct for ihe individuals of which it is composed, which would rol, proba- 
bly, have ever been derived from ila operations as a charitable inslitutiOD 
only. The committee would not, willingly, subject themselves lo an im- 
putation of self-conceit or idle oslenlalion ; but they cannot refraia {roo 
expressing iheir belief that no society in the commonwealth embrace* a 
larger aggregate of the talents and virtues, which confer honor and rt>- 
spectabitily on societies and individuals, nor a larger proportion of indi- 
viduata whose private worth and public spirit entitle them lo the confi- 
dence and respect of the public, and lo a share in all the olhces of trust 
and dislinclion which Ihoir fellow -citizens can bestow. As an evidence 
that this representation is not an empty boast, nor the overflowing of pro- 
fessional or personal vanity, the committee refer lo (he fact, that the sec- 
ond magistrate of the commonwealth, one senator from the county of Suf- 
follc, sevenleen members of the House of Representatives, the mayor of 
the cily of Boston, (whose ofticial character* and station are hardly less 
dignified than those of the lieutenant-governor,) one alderman, and eight 
members of the common council, arc members of this association ; aud 
all of them (four only excepted,) were brought up practical and operative 
mechanics ; and each has been the unassisted architect of bis own forluae 
and reputation. • 

This view of our present condition is surely gratifying lo every man 
who values the esteem and confidence of his fellow-men, and should ex- 
cite us, — as the committee doubt not it will, — lo greater activity in the 
provision of means for social, intellectual, and moral irnprovement, and lo 
a more sallied perseverance iu the practice of those virtues, which latm 
the golden chain that binds the civil, political, and moral universe to- 
gether. 

* The pcnona here referred lo were Samuel T. Armilrong, liemenanl-govEroMJ 
John Collon, eenslar; Cyrui Atger, Samual Aaplnwall, Joaepb T. BuctcingbBin, E*n 
Dyer, Harriion Cray, George Mailetl, Nalhaniel namiDOnJ, Wiailow Lewis. JoMph 
Lewis, Chariei Leighton. Daniel Meatinger, Benjamin Ruuell, Edward H. Robbins, 
Benjamin Slevens, John B, Walla, and Simon Wilkinion. reprcaenmiivei; Cbaria 
Wella, mayor ; Willjam Tilealua, alderman ; Enoch H. Snolhng, John B. Wrila, 
Jamea Clarli, Cliarlea LeighloQ. Daniel MMainger, John Doggeii, Jacob Aoiee, and 
Ruel Baker, memben of Ihe coinmoa council. 
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A considerable portion of the report was occupied with 
Btiggestions concerning the practice, which had been author- 
ized a few years before, of delivering certificates of member- 
sbip to persons admitted as members without demanding of 
BQch persons the quarterly assessments that might have ac- 
crued between the date of their admission and the time of 
their application for their certificates. This practice gave to 
members, who neglected for some time to sign the conatitu- 
tion, an advantage over those who were punctual in the per- 
formance of their implied obligations. The committee re- 
oommeuded the adoption of a resolve, " That every person 
hereafter admitted a member of the association, shall, on 
signing the constitution and taking his certificate of member- 
sbip, be considered responsible for, and be charged with, all 
assessments which may have accrued after the time of his ad- 
mission by the ballots of the association." The resolution 
was nnanimously adopted. 

John Cotton, the treasurer, declined a re-election. The 
following officers were elected for the year: — 

Joseph T. Buckingham, Pretidtnt. Uriel Crocker, Treasurtr. 
Ezra Dyer, Vice-Prtiident. Joseph Lewis, Sterttary. 

Charles A. Wells, EdmiinJ Munroe, 

Robert Bacon, Jncob Amee, 

Isaac Davis, Smnuel Curti.i, 

James Davis, Joseph BasseU,* 
John E. Simpson, Tnuttes. 

The committee of finance was directed to procure a piece 
ot plate, not exceeding One hundred dollars in value, and 
present it to Mr, Cotton, the late treasurer, as a. testimonial 
of respect for his services. The vote was complied with, and 
the committee presented to him a silver pitcher, on which 
was engraved the following inscription : — 

From the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, to the Hon. 
John Cotton, (one of ihe original members of the association,) as a lesri- 
moiual of their respect for his services, as secretary, treasarer, trustee, 
piesideat, and Vice-president, and of their wish to be remerabered as his 
BsBociate.t. 

* lb- II«iiislt deoliaed Mniag, and Ctiarlcs LeigbloD waa clioiea to Gil tiia place. 
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diaries A. Welle, Robert Bacon, and Isaac Davis were 
ndded to the president and vice-president, to constitate the 
oomrnittce of finance. 

During the months of January, February, and March, leo- 
tores were delivored by Messrs, James T. Austin, A. A 
Hayes, and William B. Calhoun. 

After the closing of the lectures in March, the conimitt««, 
who had charge of that subject, reported that no arrangemCDl 
was made with those gentlemen for any specific sum, aso 
compensation ; but the committee concluded timt Fifteen 
dollars for each lecture was as small a sum as could be ten- 
dered to them, eonsistcnt with the character of the gentle- 
men and the dignity of the association, — and, accordingly, 
that sum was paid to each. Mr. Brooks rotarned the money 
that had been sent to him for his lecture in the preceding 
autumn, with a request that it might be placed to his credit, 
as a subscription for procuring a philosophical apparatus, or 
models and instruments to be used as illustrations of sciea- 
tific lectures. The expense of the lectures for the season, 
from October to March, was Five hundred and eighty-eight 
dollars. 

May 2. Government meeting. The president laid before 
the government a letter from Mr. Amos Lawrence, proposing 
that the association should endeavor to procure, by subscrip- 
tion, a sura of money sufTicient to complete the Monument on 
Bunker-Hill, and engaging, in case they should succeed, to 
make a present to the association, of Ten, thousand dollars. 
The suggestions contained in the letter were deemed im- 
portant to the interest and character of the association, and 
a special meeting was called, to take the matter into consid- 
eration. Sundry resolutions, approving of the projects, were 
offered by S. T- Armstrong, which, after some discusdon, 
were referred to a committee, consisting of the president, 
Messrs. Armstrong, C. Wells, and Thorndike, to be consider- 
ed and reported on at an adjourned meeting. This adjourned 
meeting was held May IG. The committee reported, — 

That the sum of Fifty thousand dollars is necessary to 
complete the mouament ; — that about Fifteen thousand may 
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|P calculated on from a few liberal citizens, leaving Thirty- 
\ve. thousand dollars to be collected by the association, for 
be purpose of iiiiishing the monument, liberating the field 
torn a mortgage, and ornamenting the grounds. The report 
Iso Elated, that the building committee of the Monument 
Association would be so constituted as that oar Mechanic 
Association would be satisfactorily represented in that body, 
jid have the oversight and control of the expenditure of the 
nm raised by their exertions. The report recommended the 
.doption of the resolutions, ofTered by Mr. Armstrong, and 
hey were accordingly adopted. 

The meeting was then adjourned to meet in Fanenil Hall 
tn the 28th of May, at which the public were invited to at- 
end. The concourse was large and enthusiastic. The fol- 
iW^'ing brief address to the people, including the resolutions 
ibove mentioned, was read by the president. The audience 
vaa then addressed by Messrs. George Blake, Charles G. 
3reene, Edward Everett, and Judge Story. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In ocmmon wilh a great majority of their fellow- citizens, the members 
i the Maasachusells Charitable Meoliatiic AiiRociatiuti have, for Heveral 
'ears, beheld wilh deep regret and mo rtili cation iho condition of the 
Boaumenl on Bunker-Hill. This monument, intended to comniemorale 
ne of the moal important events recorded in the history of our country, 
t is well known, was commenced in the year 1825, by a number of pa- 
riotio and public-spirited gentlemen, who, together with all those nho 
dbscribed Five dollars or more towards its erection, wore incorporated by 
to name of the Bunker-Hill Monument Association. The work waa 
uried on under the direction of a building committee, appointed by the 
irectots of ihe association, nnlil some time in the year 1828 ; when, tlie 
riginal funds created by subscription, having been exhausted, the com- 
liltee unavoidably suspended the work. Several attempts have since 
leen made lo obtain funds sufficient to complete the monument, but have 
leen attended with very Umited success. It remains in the unfinished 
ondilion in which it was left at the period above named — an object of 
eproach, with some, — of humiliation and regret, lo all. 

The present is a period of national as well as individual prosperity, 
losiness is active and profitable ; and there seems to be a universal con- 
idenoe in the continuance of this slate of things, so gratifying lo every 
patriotic and personal feeling. Of the practicability of now raising a sum 
U to complete the monument there can be no doubt, tt is now 
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nine yean since tlie first subsciipIioD was made. In that time, onr M 
Ulion haa been rapidly inureasing, and a large oumbei of y<nnf ■ 
e entered upon lite aciive business of life, who will, no donK h^ 
irous as the original members of the association to paiUcipMe i|j 
Fpalriulic work. It is probable, too, thai many of the original subial 
Billing to double their subscription, and, having giren Fmb 
lars eight years a^o, will now add fire more, with the certainly H 
structure being speedily completed. ' 

In order that the magnitude of the undertaking may be saeo Hi 
the following slatemeuts are respecIfuUy aubmitled, — tha uokim 
which may be rehed on. 

Although the height lo which the monument lias beeii rsiaed a 
ground, is hot about Ihirty-six feet, yet, considering the great dep 
massiveness of the foundation, — the expense of lixli 
the wharf where the stone is landed, and at the quarry, — and di«l 
1 thousand loos) already prepared,-^ 
^curate architect, Salomon Willard, ■ 
), that the aork ii Itto-lhirda eampl^ti. i 
the data furnished by him, it appears that the expense of raiatng ill 
height of 220 feet will be S25,926. To cover any excess over tfaig 
mate, (which, however, in a work two-thirds completed, cannot b« j 
and to enclose and plant the field with trees, it may be safe lo ■■ 
930, 000, as the sum required lo finish the monumenl. The Ladies'] 
•B interest, which is exclusively appropriated to this object, amoifl 
Boraelliing more than $3,000. The property of the association, to b| 
posed of after [lie monument shall have been finished, will, it is beli 
produce $4,500, leaving a sum of 822,500 requisite to be raised ta^ 
plele the structure, The debt of the corporation, for which the l^ 
pledged, amounts to $36,000. In order to complete the moonmeii) 
close the whole field, and liberate ihe land from its incumbranoa^ 
necessary to raise the sum of 850,500, and it seems to be brou^u v 
certain calculation that that sum will be sutficlent. , 

Actuated by a strong desire thai this memorial of the patriotiHa 
martyrdom of our falhem should no longer remain in an unfiiiishod H 
the members of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Aftsociatioii] 
undertaken to raise the money required for its completion. After dilj 
investigation and solemn deliberation, at two several meetings, on 
Hixteenth of May the following preamble and resolutions were Ul 
mously adopted : — 

" Whereas ihe present condition of the Bunker- Hill Monument iai 
as can alTord but little pleasure to contemplate, and, sliouM it kl 
, lemain in ils present unlinished slate, may justly expose this coraml 
to the taunting reproach of having attempted what we cannot aohieft 
having begun to build that which we are unable to finisli ; and 

" Whereas it has been represented to this association that several ) 
c-spirited and opulent citizens have signified their readiuasa to wd j 
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J contribulion townrds defraying ihe expense of completinfrthe Bud- 

I Monuinenl ; ntid wherens it appears from a letter pommunicated 

president to this meeting', that ihose gtullcraen are desirous that 

lOciatioD should, as a body, institute measures to carry into effect, 

ble, an eiiterprize so clearly patriotic and so ardently deaired, — 

f Therefore Besolvtil, That this aHsociation most cordially respond to 

1 they are induced to believe to be the i^neral wish of the community, 

IS the immediate completion of the Bunker- Hill Munumenl; 

1 that we will with great eheerfuiaess, not less in accordaace with our 

1 feelings than in compliance with the desire of others, make a vigor- 

hi eflbrt to secure forthwith the subscription of an adequate amauol of 

■Bey for thin object. 

P** Betolttd, That the president, vice-president, treasurer and irualeea be a 
kaunitlee to prepare and publish an address to the public, selliog forth 

t present state of the monument, and the amount of money requisite to 
iplete the structure, and to relieve the battle-ground from all Incuni- 
Ittaces ; and that these oliicers also be a committee to provide a suitable 
mber of subscription books, and to nominate such other members of the 
as they may deem necessary to co-operale with ihem in solio- 

* Refohfd, That the Mechanic Associalions in the various parts of the 
monwealth, and our brethren, the mechanics, generally, be invited, 
d Ihey are hereby respectfully, cordially, and earnestly invited to aid 
■ nndenaking by such pecuniary and personal assistance as it may 
mpoTt with their convenience to alTord. 
< " Bttolved, That when this meeting adjourns, it adjourn to meet at Fan- 

CHall, to heat the report of the committee, at such time as the president 
designate by notification in the newspapers of the city ; and that our 
feltow-citizens throughout the conlmon wealth, who can make it conven- 
Bbl, and who approve of the object of this meeting, be and Uiey hereby 
ha respectfully invited lo assemble with us 
■rith us in the adoption of such measures as ^ 
Pv porpose." 

Tn obedience to these resolutions, the committee therein appointed have 
popared ibts brief address, and do hereby most respectfully and earnestly 
pbnta their fellow- citizens throughout tlie commonwealth, without dis- 
tinction of name, party, or profession, to aid them by subscriptions, and 
bjr personal exertions lo procure subscriptions, to carry forward tlioir pro- 
ject to ila consummation. 

By direction of (he Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association. 
Signed by all the members of the government. 

BotliM, May 23, 1833. 

The action of the association, atid its government, empow- 
|ted to act as an execative committee, during the summer, is 
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stated in the following report, submitted to the association at 
ita qnarterly meeting, October 3: — 

ontmitleo appointpil at a sppcial meeting of ihe iMo- 
tenth of Mny, IS33, lo carry into elTecl the intentions nT 
expresHed by their recorded votes, in reference lo iLe 
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the association, 






t of the moniimeDl oo 



? received from the as- 
id them in Ilia perform- 
consistJog of 



procuring of subacripliona toward the 
Bunker-Hill, report: — 

That, agreeably lo inslrueliona from 
soeialion, they appointed 

ance of their duliea. In the city of Boston^ a 
nine members was assigned to each ward, and each 
nished with a suitable number of subscription books. 

These commilleeB, in general, it Is believed, performed the services as- 
signed them with alacrity and promptnees, but not all with a uniform de- 
gree of Buocesa. From tn-o of the wards no returns have as yet be«a 
made, and this committee have not been able lo male out a very exaol 
statement of the entire amount of subscriptions. Judging from such 
meana of information aa they have at their command, it is beUevsd that 
the aggregate amount of the aubscriptions in the cily is not far fnu 
Twenty-lwo thousand dollars. A considerable prnportion of this sum 
(probably half of it) is subscribed on the condition that the full amount of 
Fifty thousand dollars ahould be subscribed previous lo the first of Jane 
1S34. Of the remainder, subscribed in the several wards, $4,315 has been 
paid to the chairman of the committee. 

From various military and masonic associations, engine and fire com- 
panies, and other aocieties formed for literary and social purpoaes, the 
following soma have been received ; — 



Boalon Light Infantry, 

Boston Encampment, . 

Cambridgeport Engine Company, 

Engine No. 1, Boston, 

Hatter's Society, . 

Speculative Society, 

St. Paul's Chapter, 

Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, 

Engine No. 3, Charleslown, 

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, . 

King Solomon's Lodge, (Chatlestown,] 

Amicable Lodge, Cambridge, 

Charles-River Bridge Corporation, 

Exhibition of Staluary, by I. H. Field, 

Truckman's Society, 

Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, 

Mechanic Apprentices Library Association, 



SI 00 00 
100 00 
50 00 
100 00 
300 00 
136 C 

100 q 
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Star in the Eail Lodge, (New Bedford,) . 1 10 00 

Lowell Light Infantry, . ' . . . . 150 00 

Mechanics and aiher iahabilanla uf Lowell, . CSO 75 

In addition to these various suras, ttie chairman of the cornmiitet 
icceired aome others from individuals not necessary to be detailed in 
report, amounting (o S3,8T9 61. 

This sum sdded to the preceding amount, collected bf c< 
forma an ag^egale of 88,094 79, wliich ia deposited in the Globe Bank, 
on interest at five per cent, per annum. 

Subscription books were ajao transmitled to olher places in the com- 
monwealth. Those sent to Charleslown, Cambridge, Koxbury, Milton, 
Uingham and Plymouth were placed in the hands of members of this 
association residing in those places roapectively, Olher books were trans- 
mitted to our friends in Salem, Lowell, Nantucket, New-Bedford, Spring- 
field, Northampton, and other smaller towns ; from none of which except 
Lowell, have any returns been presented lo the committee. 

The committee regret that it is not in their power to present a more 
fovorable expmition of the state of the contributions for the patriotio and 
glorioas purpose of completing the monument to the memory of the toils 
■jid BufieringH of our sainted fathers ; but lliey nevertheless indulge hopes 
that their efforts will finally prove successful. And, in conclusion, they 
earnestly solicit their brethren of the association, and especially those 
who have been designated to act on committees, to pursue this object 
with renewed and untiring perseverance, — confident tlial if they should 
be defeated in their present purpose, neither this nor any generation to 
come will witness the completion of the monument. 
By direction of the commltlec. 

JOSEPH T. BUCKINGHAM, Choiman. 

P. S. Since the preceding report was prepared, a. subscript ion -book 
haa been relumed from Roxbury, on which there are subscriptions 
amounting lo $766. J. T. B. 

October 10. Quarterly meeting and ninth triennial fes- 
tival. 

Three hundred dollars were appropriated for the support of 
the school for apprentices. 

The Hon. Daniel Webster, proposed by the president, 
was onantmously admitted an honorary member. 

When the ordinary business of the meeting had been des- 
patched, a procession was formed, under the direction of 
Henry H. Barton, as chief marshal, and proceeded to the 
Old South meeting-house, where religious services were per- 
formed by the Rev. George Blagden, and an address was de- 
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Hwied by Nathaniel Gtwne. A hymni'* written fbr te oeoa- 
Bion by Mn. L. H. Sigorney of Hartford, was rang by the 
eboir. The sncceeding festiTitieB were held in FaneoU BalL 

Among the gaeste were the first offioere of the state and 
dty, judges of coorts, officers of the army and na^, fiNir 
clergymen, (Messrs. Stone, Frothingham, Blagden, and Mst 
•olm,) four mwchants, (Bfessrs. Samuel Appleton, Abbot 
Lawrence, James Bead, and Isaac Danforth,) sbangers o^.dbn 
tlnetion, writers of songs and vocal performers, &g. ttc The 
whole expense of the festival was about Twelve bwidnd 
dollars. 

October 24 A special meeting of the government AAer 
serioos deliberation, the following preamble and iresolaiions 
were adopted : — - 

WhmwM, at a meetiiig of many membeis of the sMoeistioii, on ths 
avening of October 28, the goTemment were reqnested to oonaidertha 
asKpedienoy of the assooiation Tisiting the Hon. Renrj^Clay, in a body, lo 
offer him tiieir aalatations on his visit to this dty,— and die preaidaoi^ 
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Widow ! — long estranged from glsdnesii 

In thy cell to lonely made, 
Where chQl Penury's cloud of isdnets 

Adds to griefs sterner shsde» 
See! the sesrching eye hath found (hee,— 

Pitying hearts confess thy claim, 
Bounteous spirits shed around thee 

Blessings in a Saviour's nsme. 

Orphan ! — in despondence weeping, 

Crushed by want and misery dire, 
Or on bwly pallet sleeping, 

Dreaming of thy buried sire,— > 
Hands, like his, shall toil to aid thee, 

Stranger-arms be round thee cast, 
And a Father, ever near thee, 

Fit the shorn Ismb lo the bhttt. 

Brethren ! — by the precious token 

That the sons of mercy wear. 
By the vows we here have spoken, 

Graved in truth, and sealed with prayer, - 
Penury's dark lot we will brighten, 

Misery with oompsssion meet, 
And the heart of sorrow lightesi 

TUi oor own ihsn ossse to best 
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in canformitf thereto, having called this i 

Resolved, That, consliluled as the assoc 
pOBPB of charily and intellectual improveme 
cany into effect the vole of the meeting referred 1( 

Six members voluntarily withdrew from the association. 
Seven members died during the year, viz; — Justin Cook, 
Solomon Loud, Amos B. Parker, Ebeuezer Oliver, Edwin 
Buckingham, William McClcnnan, and Charles M. Dommett. 
Sisty persons were ballotted for and admitted as members, 
viz: — 



Allen C. Curtis, Paper-maker. 
William Curtis, Paper-maker. 
William H. Wilson, Tailor. 
Cyrus B. Thayer, Machinist. 
Samuel Jepson, Houaewright 
John Leman, jun. Shipsmith. 
Charles W. Cummings, Blacksmith. 
Maaon Putnam, Bookbinder. 
Smith W. Nichols, Bricklayer. 
Charles Bond, Watch-maker. 
Otis Tufls, Machinist 
Jesse Knapp, Watch-maker. 
Wilham B. Oiirer, Tinman. 
Hetuy Bowen, Printer. 
Charles G. Greene, Printer. 
James B. Dow, Printer. 
Benjamin I^unson, Cabinet-maker. 
Thomas B. Loring, Sail-maker. 
Peter C.Jones, Paper- manufacturer. 
Thomas J. Stone, Cordwainer. 
John Merry, Cooper. 
Junes Miller, Newion, Cab i net - 

Geo^ W. Boynton, Engraver. 
Timothy Cotting, Medford, Baker. 
Timothy Claxton, Philosophical- In- 
strument-maker. 
Eh P. Weeman, Blacksmith. 
Joshua Jacobs, Stair-builder. 



James E. Froth in ghun, Charles- 
town, Portrait- Painter. 

William Reed, Coach-trimmer. 

Charles Evans, Rousewright. 

John B. Meserre, Hnusewright. 

Jacob Pike, House wrighf. 

William Davis, Hingham, Pump 
and Block -maker. 

Simon Pearson, Blacksmith. 

John Hewes, Baker. 

Andrew Betterly, Bricklayer. 

Hazen Morse, Engraver. 

James Boyd, Saddler. 

Thomas Richardson, Brass-founder. 

William Blake, Brass-founder. 

Israel Martin, Tailor. 

Lot Poole, Housewright, 

Greenleaf C, Sanborn, Housewright. 

William Sparrell, Architect. 

Luther Nutting, Blacksmith. 

Albert Clayes, Sash-maker. 

Horace A. Breed, Painter and Gla- 

John G. Rogers, Type-founder. 
B. Hitmmatt Norton, Printer. 
Joseph H. Buckingham, Printer. 
Thomas Ashcroft, Milt-wrigbt. 
John Shelton, Saddler. 
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Jannaiy 2. Annual meeting. From the report of the 
committee of fiaance, it appeared that the income of &c 
year 1833, added to the amount of funds on hand at the be- 
ginning of the year, was Twenty thousand three handled 
and six dollars and twenty-two cents; — that the treaaaret 
had paid out on warrants from the government, — to the 
committee on lectures, the committee on schools, the com- 
mittee of relief, to families of deceased members, to the com- 
mittee on the festival, and for contingent expenses, Three 
thousand one hundred and ninety-nine dollars and sixty-five 
cents. The whole property of the association amounted to 
Seventeen thousand one hundred and six dollars and fifty-seven 
cents. 

The government for the year was organized as follows: — 



ph T. Buckin2;hani, PrtmUnt. Uriel Crocker, Trtasurer. 


a Dyer, VUe-Preiident, 


Joseph Lewis, Sterttarj^ 


James Davis, 


Charles Leighton, j 


Edmund Munroe, 




John K. Simpson, 


James Clark, ^ 


Jacob Amee, 


Thomas Edmanda, 


Samuel Curtis, 


Ttustta. 



March 27. Government meeting. The committee on leo 
tures reported their proceedings. Twenty-one lectures bad 
been delivered during the winter season ; — by Professor Far- 
rar 11 ; Dr. Smith 6 ; Dr. Jackson 2 ; L. M. Walter 1 ; George 
8. Hillard 1. Twenty dollars were paid for each lecture. 
The expense of the hiiJI, including fees of a door-teeper, was 
Thirteen dollars an evening. Total amount of the expense 
Six hundred and ninety-three dollars. 

June 11. Special meeting of the government. Voted, 
That the executive committee of this association beauthoriz* 
ed to carry into effect the following vote, as recently express- 
ed by the fiunker-Hill Monument Association, through their 
directors, viz: — "That the Massachusetts Charitable Me- 
chanic Association be and they hereby are empowered and 
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requested to proceed, under tlie executive committee of this 
corporation, to apply any money which they have collected, 
or may collect, to the completion of the monument, by rais- 
ing the same to the elevation of 159 feet 6 inches, and that 
they commence the work on the seventeenth of June, current, 
and proceed therewith as speedily as may be done." The 
executive committee were also authorized to select a building 
committee of five members from the association. And in 
pursuance of this vote, Charles Wells, John P. Thorndike, 

George Darracott, Charles Leighton, and 

were appointed, 

At the quarterly meeting in June, — intelligence of the 
death of General Lafayette having been received, — Messrs. 
Russell, Purkitt, Cotton, G. W, Otis, and Johoonot were ap- 
pointed a committee to consider what measures should be 
adopted by the association as a tribute of respect to the 
memory of their worthy and revered friend and honorary 
member, and report at an adjourned meeting. July 24, the 
committee submitted the following report, which was accept- 
ed and ordered to be placed on the record : — 

The commillee appointed to conaider what measures shall be adopted 
as a [estimonial of respect to the memory of Iheir late respected and ven- 
erated awoeiale, General Lafayette, — one of the honorary membera of 
the aMociation, — have attended lo Ihe pninful duty assigned tliem, and 
respectfully report the following resolutions : — 

Reiolvedj Thai the members of Ihia associalion have deemed it a high 
honor to have been associated with Ihe late General Lafayette ; and have 
ever considered their deceased associate, and their fellow-countryman, 
Qeorge Washington, as created by a benignant Providence co-operalors 
in laying deep the foundations and raising high and strong the temples of 
independence, equal laws, and the rights of humanity; and that, in the 
death of General Lafayette, all the friends of freedom and Lbeial institu- 
tjons have cause for profoond regret and heartfelt mourning. 

Rtiohtd, That the Mechanic AssoeJation cannot forget, even in these 
Biinny days of iheir general prosperity, the " days of small things " of 
themselves and their country. When without employment, they and 
their country looked only for relief to the favor of Heaven and their own 
■tout hearts; — when threatening clouds obscured every quarter of their 
land, and every face gathered paleness ; it was at this crisis, which truly 
tried men's souls, that a. fearless French son of liberty, not twenty years 
old, K^ianUeas of the intreaties of neu utd dear rslatives sod the bowns 
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of power to deuin him, accepted the invitation of a Boetoo meehaiuc, 
crowded the oceiui in a frail barque, and protected by that ProTidntF* 
which never desetU the good, came to the assistance of our country, en- 
ga^od in her servicp, fuujihl and bled in the defence of her rights, and U 
various times brought those necessary implements of war with which tn 
many of tlie patriot army were equipped ; which were wielj^ with w 
much success by mechanic hands in the war of the revolution ; — aonw 
of which arms are now preserved by veterans who wielded them in th«ir 
younger day» ; and others, held by the descendanla of the departed a> 
the richeit legacies their fathers could bequeath lo them. With then 
recollections the Mechanic Association will not fail to revere the memory 
of the departed benefactor, who aided in changing tliose daySgbyliia 
timely, efficient, and untiring elforts. 

Rtiolvid, That the members of litis association will wear a black c»p« 
fur thirty days, commencing on Sunday next, as a public token of the 
sense Ihey entertain of the eminent nervicesand sacrifices of the deceued 
in the cause of their country^ and of their grief for the bereavemettt ena- 
tluned by his friends and the world in his death. 

Reiolved, That the Rubjoined brief memoir of the life and chacBAleror 
the illustrious deceased, be plnced on the records of the a^ssociation, that 
it may be read at every future annual meeting, — 10 the end, thai the 
successors of the present members may be impregsed with the magnilnds 
of the loss we are now called upon lo deplore, and that his memoiy, u 
one of our associates, may be perpetuated, and rendered eo-eqnal with 
the eiislencB of our institution. 

Eeiolveil, That the government of this association be authorized and 
requested lo procure, from an eminent artist, a full-length portrait or mar- 
ble bust of the deceased General Lafayette, to be placed in the hali of 
the meetings of the associaliun. 

Reiolved, That the government of the association be requested to tnuu- 
mit an engrossed copy of these proeeedinga, lo George Washington La- 
fayette, the representative of the bereaved family of our lale worthy and 
revered honorary member, General Lafayette ; to assure them that the 
association, with all their brethren, deeply sympathize with them in their 
sorrow and deprivation, and that the entire American nation mingle their 
tears with their brethren in the Eastern world, and tender to them the 
consolation that the departed patriot of the two hemispheres has not lived 

HEMOia OF GENERAL LXrATETTB. 

The Marquis Maria- Pan 1-Joseph- Roach- Y vers -Gilberi-Moitier de La- 
fayette, was bom in France, September 6, 1757 ; and was married at the 
age of seventeen, lo the Countess of the distinguished and patriotic fam- 
ily of Noailes. He arrived in iJie United Stales in 1777, before he had 
attained his twentieth year, and brought with him a supply of clothing, 
arms, and ammunition for our suflering army in South- Carolina. In this 
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memomble yesu he ri'paired To the hend-qiiarlera of the Amencan army ; 
was adopted by Waaliiiiclon a.s his son ; received from the Continental 
Con^resK the commiasion of Muj or- General ; and was n^verely wounded 
I in the battle of Brandywine, foua;ht in September. In 17T8 he com- 
I nuuided two select corps of Light- Infantry, at the Valiey Forge, in Penn- 
I sylTBnia, and on Rhode-Island ; was eoga^ied ia numerous ocliona during 
I the campaign, and his zeal and heroism in (his active warfare were hon- 
I arably noticed in the despatches of the discrimiiialing Washington to 
Congress. Early in 1TT9, during a pause in the military operations, he 
ctaae lo Boston, embarked for France, and soon relumed with the wel- 
come tiding of promised aid from his King and Court, and with nildition- 
al supplies for his new friends. He then resumed the command of his 
favorite corps of Light Infantry ; lo every officer of which he presented a 
valuable sword, and to every non-commissioned and private, a suitable 
weapon or token of his esteem and confidence. In 1T80 he led this ef- 
ficient and we II -disciplined corps from the banks of the Hudson to Vir- 
I ginia ; and finding Ihem wilhoul shoes, and deficient in every thing but 
discipline and fidelity, he contracted, in Baltimore, a debt of nearly nine 
thousand dollars, to supply their necessities. 

In the interesting campaign which succeeded, he encountered, with 
I peril and frequent adverse fortune but never without courage, the veteran 
I and well-supplied army of Lord Comwallis. Driven to nearly hie last 
I extremity, our hero was reinforced by the main army of Washington, and 

I a French force under Rochambeau; and in October, 1781, this proud 
British army surrendered prisoners of war. To the success of this glo- 
nous and decisive event, our nasociate very largely contributed. Another 
'. pause occurring in the military operations, lie revisited France in 1782, 
and was in readiness again to return to his adopted country, in eompany 
with a strong lleel, and a numerous army, when news of the conclusion 
of the treaty of peace of that year was received, which put on end to the 
I war, and established the independence of the United Stales. 

In 1784 he made a third visit lo the United States, at the pressing invi- 
tation of numerous friends, and nil his late companions in arms. The 
cordial welcome with which he was greeted, — the new honors conferred 
upon him by Congress, and by the cilizens of eveiy section of the coun- 
try, and particularly in Boston, will long live In graiefnl recollection. In 
1787, when Boalon suffered a great calamity by fire, Lafayette, then re- 
siding a thousand leagues from the scene of conHngration, did not forget 
his friends ; but promptly transmitted more than thirteen hundred dollars 
I to mitigate the sufferings of our houseless fellow-citizeus. In 1789 he 
I was deeply engaged in the all-absorbing revolutionary events of his na- 
l tire land. Nevertheless, he was not unmindful of his American brethren, 
I and on the adoption of our excellent constitution, offered his warm and 
I patriotic con grain lations on the event, and expressed thanks lo Heaven 

Eiously intrusted (heir destinies lo the guidance of the 
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great citizen, whom he, 
and reneraled. 

Of all the gigantic mea of the French revolution, Lafayetli 
eminently the most nohle, disinteTested, and must pure. All the pa^ 
of the hiatory of thai rovolatioo, {save only those colored v 
filled ttilh his UloMrious deeds, and bear an indelible reeord of his wdeBt 
patriotism, moraJ courace, and heroic devotion to the be«l interects of hit 
native couotrr, at the risk of properly, liberty, and life. By his voiu IB 
the Stales-General and in the National and Constitutional Assen^tiM; 
his deeds al the head of the National Guard, in the command of the 
revolutionary army of the North, and in all the vicissitudes of fortune, hs 
merited and received the dii^tinsuished title of the 
voted son of " liberty and oriler." In 1 7i(4 he renounced his title of Mar- 
quis, and although he had commimded 400,000 National Guards, and 
been commander-in-chief of several armies, be has never since lalcen Uj 
other designation than that of general. Other events of those times nMd 
only be ailuded to. History will record among the most interestiii^ — 
his perilous exertions to save the life of I^uis 16ih, the early friend u( 
American liberty ; his miraculous escape from the sanguinary rage of ^ 
club headed by Danton, Robespierre, and Marat ; his expulsion from his 
country, by the tyraniB which misruled France; his three years' impri*- 
onment in the dungeons of Olmutx ; the persevering efforts nude by 
Washington and other American pnlriols, to Lberale him ; bis dDifran 
and magnanimous course under the Empire, and the fifteen years of the 
restoration of the Bourbons ; and la»t, though not least, the disinterefted 
part which he look in the three days' revolution of 1830, which placed 
Louis Philippe on the throne whioh had been olTered to and refused by 
our departed hero. 

In 1S24, Lafayette visited the United Stales for ihe fourth and last lime. 
The numerous and unanimous honors paid to the Nation's Guest, need 
not be recited in this memoir. They live in fresh remembrance in every 
heart. In these honors the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Assooia- 
tioQ were among the foremost of their fe t low -citi Kens ; and they remesL- 
ber with a sense of gratitude only excelled by their grief at his death, the 
aHeclionale and cordial manner in which be accepted their invitation to a 
public dinner, and the benignity with which he received their diploma of 
honorary membership. After a residence of many months in onr delighted 
country, aud receiving ihe overflowings of the hearts of millions of free- 
men, he returned lo France in the national frigate Bnuidywine. 

For several years before his lamented demise, he devoted most of hii 
time to the hospitable welcome and entertainment of his numerous friends 
at his delightful retreat of La Grange. His marked alteolion to bis Amer- 
ican brethren has been acknowledged with groiiiude by thousands of 
tongues and pens. After a long seclusion from public alfairs, our lament- 
ed patriot was again called by his countrymen to their councils. At ro- 
cenX eleotioos hs has been chosen a member of the Chamber of Deputies 
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by more than one of the departments. The interest he had always taken 
in the prosperity of his American country, did not ceasa bnt with bis life. 
At the last meeting of the Chamber which his health permitted him to at- 
tend, ho repelled with spirit several reflections cast on the conduct of the 
Uaitetl Stales in their negocialion with France ; and with his lost breath 
vindicated the justice of these claims to indemnificalion, which the 
Chambers have postponed. 

He departed (his life in Paris, the twentieth of May last, after a short 
illness, his mind retaining its usual serenity. His remains were entombed 
the next day, with unusual civil, municipal, and military honors. The 
procession was led, flanked, and brought up, by six batialioDs of the Na- 
tiimal Guards, six baltslions of troops of the line, four squadrons of caval- 
ry, and si« pieces of arliUery. 

The funeral car, drawn by four horses, and shrouded with nalional ban- 
ners, was supported by Monsieurs Lafltle, Salverle, and Barrolt, of the 
Chamber of Di>pulies, and by Mi. Barton, the Charge des Affaires of the 
Untied States, in the place of Mr. Livingston, the American Minister, ab- 
sent from France at the lime. It was followed by the numerous and af- 
flicted relatives of the deceased, by mare than six thousand National 
Goards, without arms, and by a large body of foreign residents, of whom 
the most distinguished were the citizens of the United Slates. These 
were ancceeded by the Peers and Deputies of France ; by a venerable 
lire of old soldiers ; by the officers of various departments of service ; by 
dvpntalions of all th« scienlilic, benevolent, mechanical, and manufac- 
turing societies in Paris, and by numerous citizens from other parts of 
France. Four of the royal carriages, (filled by high officers of state, and 
aid^de-camp of the Kins;,) and a train of coaches closed the procession. 
An immense population thronged all the avenues through which the 
mournful procession passed ; hut the arrangements for the funeral were 
so well executed that nothing occurred to justify the fear which had been 
entertained from the numerous assemblage. All appeared to be absorbed 
in grieC The relatives and frienda, and the American fellow-citizens of 
the deceased, deplored the loss of a father, friend, and benefactor; and 
the philanthropist of all nations, lamented the demise of the Patriot of 
two hemispheres, and the Hero of three revolutions. 

Signed, BENJAMIN RUSSELL, 

HENHV PUHKITT, 
JOHN COTTON, 
GEORGE W. OTtS, 
OLIVER JOHONNOT, 

Commifln. 
JOSEPH LEWIS, Secretary. 

Great exertions were made during the year to obtain sub- 
scriptions for the completion of the Bunker-Hill Monument. 
The president devoted himself to this object witli great earn* 
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estncss; bat the result was not equal to justlBable expects- 
tion. The building committee, immediately after their ap- 
pointment, engaged Solomon Willard, whose devotednesa to 
the monument for several years had been well known, to nt> 
periatend the work. Under his direction, workmen were efr 
gaged in quarrying and dressing stone. The amount of 
money drawn from the treasury, — for quarrying, hammering, 
and transporting stone from tljuincy to the monument, for 
new implements and repair of old ones, for lumber, and for 
the superintendent's salary, from June 17, when the work was 
begun, to December 31, was $4,379. The executive commit- 
tee had appointed S. T. Armstrong as treasurer, to recelTe 
the money obtained by the president and other agents 
who labored in the undertaking. At the close of the year, 
Mr, Armsteong reported that he had received at various 
times, after the seventeenth of June preceding, the following 
sums : — 

June 27. From J. T. Buckini^ham, $176(10 

Julys. " " IBS M 

" 15. Globe Banl(,(suinsdppoaitedat8UHiiryliinB3byJ.T.B.) ll.-lOl 12 

" Ifi. J. T. Buckingham, 14100 

" 19. Uriel Crocker, 300 00 

Aug. e. J. T. Buckingham, BO 00 

Sept. 5. Henry Willis, (Wards,) 335 UO 

" 20. George W. Olis, (Ward 5,) 230 On 

" 25. Dnniel Messinger, (Ward 10.) 300 00 

" 30. Donntion from Dr. G. C. Shaltuck, by the hand of G. 

W. Olia 500 00 

Ocl. 17. J. T. Buckingham, SI I 00 

Now. 17. R. C. Mackay, 23 (10 

Dec. 1. Jamea Clark, (Ward 3,) 116 »4 

Total moneys received, $13,97S i)i 

Thouffh the amount of subscriptions fell far short of'a 
sum sufficient to complete the monument, the committee ex- 
pressed their belief that, "when the building should be re- 
commenced, a generous and patriotic people would furnish 
L ample means to raise that beautiful column to its intei 
elevation," 
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A.ccording to the report of the committee of finance, the li 

hsnd, Janimry 1, bauk utoclc and cash, amounting' to SIT,10ti 51 

And received from the secielBry, — admiuaion fees and aa- 
sessmenla, 1,366 50 

Dividends on batik stock, 957 42 

Dooation from Benjaiain T. Pickmon, 50 00 

819,480 49 
During die year, the treasurer had paid to the committee of 

relief, S500 00 

To the committee on lectures, 736 62 

To the committee on schools, 262 00 

To the families of deceased members, 160 (10 

SaUry of ihe secretary, 100 00 

Contingent expenses, 266 60 

The fund and available property of the association, consist- 
ing of bank stocks, cash on hand, and arrearages due from 
members, was Seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty-five 
dollars and twenty-six cents. 

Foor members, — George F. Kern, jun. James Barry,* 
Mark Weare, and James Dorety, — deceased ; eleven were 
discharged for delinquency ; and fifty-two persons were ad- 
mitted, viz ; — 

Joaeph J. Bigelow, Watch-maker. Levi Bates, Bricklayer. 

John Billow, Watch-maker, William Monroe, Cabinet-maker. 

Cfaailes W. Goddard, Cooper. Samuel Meek, Jeweler. 

Billioga Brings, Kousewrif,'ht. Charles McBumey, i^adiiler. 

John Morrill, Housewrighl. John Mack, Painter and Glazier. 

Thomas Copeland, Housewright. Jefferson C. Farrer, Painter. 

George Davis, Housewright. Mordecai L. Wallis, Bricklayer. 

S«mue1 L. Ward, Silver-smith. Samuel C. Noltage, Housewright. 

Ebed Whilon, Silver-smith. William Dow, Painter and Glazier. 



*jBma Barry was bora in Boston, June 12, 1769, ami served his apprenticeihip 
wiih Arthur Langfonl, b cooper, al llie South End of the town. Hii falber wiu John 
Barry, and cbuib to Boston from one or the soitlhem states. Our uaocialei Barry, 
vraa deputy- inepecioi of beef and park, under Slepben Bruce, the lirsl iiispectot cf 
Ihote anicles Dnder the laws of Mossachiisetla. lie succeeded Henry rurkillasiD- 
spector-gEneral of fish. No ■Ule wax over more fonunate Ihan Msssachuscils in ob- 
taining two men of such sound judgeniBnt and incormplihla honejtjr. They rained the 
tepuuilion of MB!™chn»etl* fi*h lo ils higheit point in the commercial marliela of 
Enrvpe. Such ai Iheae were ibe " aoiid men of DoBlon," fifty year* ago. Mr. Barry 
was the Gnt captain of the Eagle engine al Iho Soulh End. He died, February 14, 
1814, in iho ti^ty-aiitli year of his age. 
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Bmmnvl Lane, HoiueirngkL 
Samuel Gale. Tailor. 
John Mar»h, Bookbinder. 
Jainw Pr«it. Sbip-wrigbt 
Sewell Butlcriieid, Cooper. 
Kxekiel D. Dyei, Gold-be*Ier. 
Williun Elm, Block and Pump- 

Stepbeo Rhodes, Haltar. 

Jolin Beat, Cooper. 

Geor(^ H. CunniDghun, Hoiue- 

nright 
Cat Tin Allen, Carver 
Calvin Allen, Bricklayer. 
John Preston, Bricklayer. 
Geoi^ W. Edmonds, Hatter. 
Jome* Kelley. Baker. 
Ebeneier W. Lolhrop, Jetreler. 
George F. Gwiiin, Hairdresser. 
Beajamin C. Pool, Mast-miiker. 



Joshua Turner, Housewri^t 
John F. Edwards, Housewrigbl. 
AVairen Thaxter, Cabinet -maker. 
Alpheus Stetson, Ship -joiner, 
Daniel Daris, Housewri^t. 
James Garland, Hou&ewri^L 
Levi Abell. HoUBewright. 
Artemas Hantmoad, Black aad 

While-smith. 
Robert Knott, Cordwainer. 
William Dove, Painter. 
John P. Davenport, HairdraaiiT. 
Thomas Goddard, CaBch laA 

Chaise-maker. 
Samuel H. Newman, Tailor. 
William B. Devereui, Jan. Ifr 

Freeman Hunt, Printer. 
Lewi* Dennis, Bricklayer. 



18 3 5. 

Annual meeting, January 1. After the reception and dis* 
poeal of the castotnary reports of committees, the following 
ofRceis were elected : — ■ 



Stephen Fairbanks, Prtsidtnt. 
John Rayner, Vtce-Prestdtnt. 

Charles Leighlon, 
Jacob Amee, 
Samuel Curtis, 
James Clark, 
Thomas Edmonds, 



Uriel Crocker, Tret 
Joseph Lewis, Btcrttt 

Ephraim Harrington, 
William Adams, 
Samuel Aspinwe 
James Barry,* 

Tnuttta. 



1 



A com mtini cation from the young men composing the ap- 
prentices' library association was made to the government, 
February 12, and ia embraced in the aubjoiiied report: — 

The commillee on the library, presuming a report on tbat institution 
would bo highly gratifying to the government and the association, re- 



•n oCJtnm Burr, who died ia lS3i 
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M pawled of tha officers a full slatemenl of ita present siTaira, condition and 
g prospeots, which request has been by them promptly complied with, and 
g is herewith Bubmillted. 

( This documeni, ia the opinion of your coramitlee, ia well drawn up, 

I and ptesenle a pleasing picture of the library, of the manly exercises of 

I the members in lecturing and debating on various subjects, of its cabinet 

of natural history, — of the increase of books, raai^zines and newspapere, 

— and of a laudable spirit manifested by the members to sustain and 

wholly support this useful institution. 

In reference to the banner mentioned by them, your committee pre- 
I sume that the members of thai institution will, on reflection, see the im- 
propriety of its being unfurled on any political occasion, except when all 
parties can unite. 

Your committee, feeling that this document from the Apprentices' Li- 
brary Association ought to be preserved, would recommend thai it be ac- 
cepted, placed on record, and read at the next quarterly meeting of ths 
asaocialion, being fully of the opinion, that the account of the library, thus 
given, will be not only highly gratifying to the members of our associa- 
tion, bat excite in them a stronger, and, it is hoped, permanent attach- 
ment for the institution, and induce them to aid and encourage the ap- 
prentices in their laudable undertaking. 

All which ia respectfully submitted by the committee. 

To Ikt Govtrrtnunt of the Miusack\i3ett$ Charitable Mechanic Aiiociatitm. 

GENrLEHEN, — At the request of the library committee, wo present 
5-oa with a statement of the condition of the Apprentices' Library and the 
general operations of the association which conducts it, from the lime it 
was committed to the sole charge and expense of the apprentices in 
April, 1832. We beg leave to draw your attention to the subject under 
the following heads, viz. The library, reading department, exercises, 
members, and miscellaneous improvements. 

1. The LUnary. — At the separation, we credited you in the schedule 
with 1,920 volumes upon the shelves, together with fifty odd volumes, 
and a box and trunk which coulained forty-seven more, and a lot of old 
pamphlets. 

A committee was appointed to revise (he library, and make out an en- 
tire new catalogue on the roost improved plan. They were at the same 
time authorized to lay aside such volumes as they should consider use- 
less, — which they did, to the number of 228, consisting of odd volumes, 
school books, such as arithmetics, reading books, &c, &c. — books of 
which wo had several copies, and those which they thought might be 
exchanged for others more valuable and useful. This, although it reduc- 



ed the numbei 
of the library - for, beini 
ly because they were ' 
being of any use, and w 



ves down to 1,692, did not decrease the value 
loatly such as were given by the pubUc "mere- 
imes,'' they encumbered tiie shelves without 
e still, occupying room which, as the library 
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wu CMutaotly utcrvuing, wu needed for works of inore imponancc. 
The booka were sold in the room amoog Ibe members, and about tveiUj- 
fira dotlaiB WBfi reali/.ed. An order was passed that ihe money shoulii b« 
expended for the purchase of new works, and several of much valds isd 
interesl were thus added. There has been added since April, 1833, ab 
two huodred volumes, moally by doaatioD and the remainder by p 
chase ; a considerable sum has also been eipended in re-binding bn 
which have been much used. We piesume thai the total number of nl* 
umes at preaeot. mating allaivance foi some thai are occasionally loil, b 
about 1,650 i but DO term has yel passed since we have been conneeud 
with the ioslilutioD but what some volumes have been added. This 
gt&dual increase, if it is permitled lo continue uninterrupted, must ou 
day constitute this library a valuable treasure of literature. 

2. tUading Drparlmtnl. — We receive regularly about twenty difleteel 
newspapers, furnished by the liberality of Ihe publishers; and seveni 
valuable magazines, such as the American and Penny Sflagazinea, Me- 
chanic, Annals of Education, &c. be. The magazines we preserve with 
an intention of binding, which creates an additional source of increase Is 
the library. Our room is open every Tuesday and Saturday eronin^ 
when the apprentices resort to it to get books, and spend an hour or two 
in reading the papers and magazines. They seem of lale lo have taken 
much inleresl in (his branch of our institution, for, as the papers are regu- 
larly filed, they have an opportunity lo acquire a knowledge of the events 
of the day, which many of them cannot elsewhere. 

3. Extrdset. — During the present and two previons winters, we have 
conducted a course of exercises, thus uniting the lyceum syslem of im- 
provement with our other means of acquiring knowledge. The members 
have entered inlo this plan with a spirit which would honor older heads; 
— much lalenl has been exhibited which would not otherwise hure been 

These exercises have consisted: — Isl. Of Lectures, which have been 
delivered upon natural history, natural philosophy, the arts, sciences, his- 
tory, biography, and moral subjects. The most of them have been de- 
livered by members, several by other friends of the institution. 3d. De- 
bales have been introduced al suitable intervals between the lectures on 
various subjects of usefulness and interest An introductory lecture is 
delivered at the commencement of the course and a valedictory, contain- 
ing an abstract and sum total of the whole at the close 

In addition to this course, a class in elocution is generally organized in 
the spring at (he close of Ihe lectures, and the members, by thns meet- 
ing together in a social circle, become intimately acquainted with one 
another, and by throwing aside all realtaint usually imposed upon them 
in more public places, acquire a confidence and freedom which is after- 
wards useful. It has bceu our cuiilom fur several years past to celebrate 
the anniversary of the eslabliahmenl of the library, on the twenty-second 
of February, when a member Is appointed to deliver an address, in some 
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public place, on the nalure nnil character of llie 
two ocCRsions an original poem has been produced. 
' We couM give you esilracls from sevtiral noticen of ihsa 
which have appeared in print, — hul we ralher desire you would form 
joui own opinion of them from actual observation. 

■ 4. Menders. — The number of apprentices who enjoy these privileges 
b constantly Huctualing. JusI before the Reparation, when you paid the 
expenses, and ihe members paid only twenty-five cents per yenr, there 
were about 260 who belon^d ; but as soon as we undertook to carry it on 
■I our own expense, the number was greatly diminiBhed. We found it 
necessary to set the price at one dollar per year, and at the next semi- 
Bnaual meeting, in SeptembePj there were but 60 members. In March 
following (being nearly one year after we incurred its expenses) there 
were 105; and we have found that our annual average is about 125. 
This being the only source of revenue that we could safely rest upon, 
(donations in money seldom if ever occurring,) we were under the neces- 
iily of adopting a most rigorous eyRtetn of economy, in order to keep oar 
Expenditures within the mean^ ef discharge, and to our credit it can be 
Mid, we have never been involved in debt, like most similar and even 
older societies. We deemed it better to add but little to the library by 
porchase, ralher than fail to make provisions for its current espenses. 

The number of members in September last had sunk to 9S ; but, owing 
to causes which we shall shortly explain, it has now risen to about 140, — 
ft larger number than has been known since April, 1 832. 

5. MuceUantotu Improvements. — Under this liead, for the sake of con- 
ciseness, we shall notice the general operations of the association. 

The most important alteration in our circumstances is the substitution 
of a suitable room for the inconvenient ones which we had previously oc- 
cupied. In October, IS3Z, we removed the library from the small room 
ID Congiesa-street, to No. 3 Comhill, where we were much better accom- 
moiiated, and which we occupied for two years and upwards ; but last 
November, being obliged to vacate that room, and also feeling it our 
duty, as we had been successful thus far, to do all in our power to extend 
die benehia of the institution, we came to a conclusion, after a calm and 
considerate deliberation, to engage the room which we at present occupy. 
in making this move, we were deeply sensible of the responsibilities 
which we should incur, but truisting in the co-operation of the appren- 
tices of Boston, and the influence of their masters, we attempted it, and 
bave an yet had no reason to deprecate our proceeding. We issued a cir- 
cular to the master mechanics of the city, setting forth the great advan- 
tages which llieir apprentices might enjoy, and urging them to persuade 
bII to come and join us. This call was soon answered by an increase of 
members, as we staled under that head, and we have yet hopes that the 
cntuber will considerably augment. We see no reason why its beuefiis 
■hould be confined to so small a number when there ore so many appren- 
rtfiM in iha city. We have now a room u convenient as any in the oity. 
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and ihe aecommodationB for ihe books, newspRpera, leotiiTea, &a. are n 
as we Wl completely salJsReii with ; — our only want is wunt of me 
bers. — if we lisve enough of tliem, the money reijuisite fur its supf 
will doubtless come with them. 

In the month of February, 1833, a small collection of minerals was pc- 
■ented to the aseociation, and the government thinking that by a little ei- 
ettion many more could be added, determined u[M>n the fonoatioa of ■ 
cabinet of natural history, be. Accordingly tesolutiona were passed, re- 
questing tliB members to contribute such specimens 'ux raineralf^, 
conohology, together with coins and curiosities, aa they might be able U 
give ; and the result is that we have now a coUeclioo which la not onlj 
an omament to the room, but we trust also valuable. 

In the summer of 1633, after your association had determined to raJM 
subscriptions lo the Bunker-Hill monument, our members, wishing to 
follow the public -spirited example which you had set, pasaed reaololioli) 
at one of their meetings, lo contribute such a sum as they might bo able 
to collect ; and not desiring to confine within the narrow hmits of ODt 
own society, a public meeting of the apprentices of Boston was called 
at the Old Common Council Roonu Several hundred notificatiaru weie 
printed, and the members of the board acted as a committee to diauibule 
them in every quarter of the city. But after all these exertions, we were 
much disappointed at the result. At the evening of the meeting very 
few appeared e.icept our own members, and the sum of fifty-eight dollars, 
which was aRerwards collected and sent in, was raised with but Uulo 
assistance from those not members of our association. 

We trust also that something of that spirit of charity, which is display- 
ed by your association, alao animates ours, — for they last autunui con- 
tribnled five dollars for the rehef of two apprentices to one of your mem- 
ber who were injured by a lire in Water-street We have somelimM, 
by invitation, joined in the pub he celebrations of the Fourth of July — 
and on the last occurrence of that day, the association was presented with 
a neat and appropriate banner, the gin of several of the members. 

The members have always been jealous of an infraction of the pro- 
visos. On one occasion a question waa agitated, whether a member leav- 
ing the city before his year had ej:pired, had a right to transfer bis privi- 
lege to any other person until his return ; but an elaborate report tm ihfl 
subject was made, setting forth that it was inconsistent both with our Otra 
rules and the provisos. 

Another time a person was found enjoying the library who was over 
twenty-one years of age, although he had not concluded his apprentice- 
ship : but, as soon as this fact came lo the knowledge of the association, 
resolutions were passed against it, notwithstanding he was at that time a 
valuable and esteemed member. 

Such is a statement of the condition of an institution which own ila 
present existence to your liberality, and the only one probably in tha 
country which is conducted exclusively by the apprentices. If wa have 
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ipoken of our aasociatioii with too much of self-approbaiion, yon roust ira- 

pnte it to zeal in a cause in which we liavo been irilPrealcJ for upwards 

of six years, — from the lime when inembew wets permilteil merely to 

get books and then requested to retire, on act^ouiit of the Hmall siite of tha 

I room, down to the present period, when they meet to converse, to read, 

i and participate in exercises instituted for the improvement of (heir miads, 

t and elevation of Iheir character. 

I Approved by the government. 

Signed, GEORGE D. MILES, Prtiidtnt 

BENJAMIN F. REEVES, rkt-Prtsident. 
Attest, WILLIAM PBATT, Sieretaiy. 
Boston, February 6, 1835. 

At the close of the lecture season iu March, the committee 
reported that eighteen lectures had been delivered — by Judge 
Story, Lieutenant Park of the L'nited States army, Messrs- 
Edward Everett, John Pickering, Jared Sparks, Caleb Gush- 
ing, George S. Hillard, Dr. J. V. C. Smith, and Dr. C. 
T. Jackson, at an expense of Five hundred and ninety-six 
dollars 

A communication from the Salem Charitable Mechanic 
Association, produced a reply, embracing the following reso- 
lution: — Resolved, That, in the opinion of this association, 
it will be highly beneticial to the interest and respectability 
of the mechanics generally to decline giving employment to 
any apprentice, who may have left the service of his master 
without good and sufficient cause, and it is hereby earnestly 
recommended to each and every member of this association 
to decline receiving into favor any apprentice who may have 
violated his engagements with his previous employer." 

The entire receipts of the year were Two thousand one 
hundred and eighty-five dollars and sixty-six cents, — includ- 
ing a donation of Forty dollars from Bphraim Marsh, one of 
the elder members of the association, — one of Twenty dollars 
from Judge Story, and one of the same amount from Mr. 
Sparks, — being the amount paid to each of the two last 
mentioned gentlemen, respectively, for their services as lec- 
turers. The whole expenditure, for schools, lectures, funerals, 
charities, and ordinary contingencies, was One thousand six 
bnnd/ed and seventy-eight dollars and forty-six cents ; — leav- 
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ing a balance of Five hundred and seven dollars and twenty 
cents. 

Five members died, — John B. Andrews, James C. Ban^ 
George Mar»h, Francis Soutback, and Nathaniel Hove. 
Thirty-four persona were admitted : — 

Henry N. Hooper, Brass-foander. 
AoroLi Mann, Hatter. 
Calvin Haskell, Blacksroith. 
Amos C. Sanborn, Stooe-cuner. 
Abner W. Ponard, Tfiilor. 
John B. Phelps, Corilwatner. 
Samuel G. Perkins, HouaevrrighL 
Stephen Clark, Housenright. 
George Pasaarow, Painter. 
Thomaa M. Howard, Bricklajet. 
Isaac H. Hazelton, Bricklayer. 
Theophilua Burr, Housewright. 
Charlea Dupee, Housewrighl. 
Benjamin Burohstead, Shipwright 
Melcalf Clark, Silver-imith. 
Sewell Phelps, Printer. 
Edward G. Tead, Sail-maker. 
Robert E. Rulhven, Brass-turner. 

Messrs. John Davis of Worcester, (governor,) and Theo- 
dore Lyman of Boston, were admitted honorary members. 

The committee of finance, in closing their yearly report^ 
say, they " offer their sincere congratulattuus to tbeir asso- 
ciates for the distinguished blessings we have enjoyed the 
past year, — a year in which, it is believed, the members have 
enjoyed individually and collectively, their full share of the 
prosperity which has pervaded the whole community, and an 
ample return for the e.\crcise of their skill and induatry. 
Considering the number of our associates, the deaths during 
the past year have been remarkably few, — which blessing 
alone speaks to U9, in language that cannot be misunder- 
stood, that we are engaged in avocations which are no less 
healthful to the body than they are peaceful to the mind." 



WUliam P. Brown, Housewrighl. 
Enos Litchfield, Housewtight. 
AaroQ D. Webber, Housewright. 
Samuel Howe, Housewrighl. 
Abner Bourne, Housewright. 
Leopold Herman, Stove-manufao- 

Edward Maxwell, Bricklayer. 
Joiham Wade, Bricklayer. 
Charles Pierce, Bricklayer. 

Cyruii Hastings, Painter. 
Joseph Belcher, Painter. 
Horatio G. Somerby, Painter. 
Nathaniel N. Bales, House and 

flhip-joiner. 
Otis Munroe, Cordwainer. 
Josiah Thomas, Cordwainer. 
Edward Wheeler, Jun. Hatter. 
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Annual meeting, January 7. From the report of the com- 
mittee of finance, it appears that the receipts of the treasury 
amounted to Four thousand one hundred and thirty-six dol- 
lars and two cents. The expenditure for the lectures, the 
school, relief of indigent members, claims of the families of 
deceased members, arrangements of the festival, secretary'^ 
salary, and contingent expenses, amounted to Three thousand 
two hundred and sixty-nine dollars and thirty-one cents; — 
leaving a balance of Eight hundred and sixty-six dollars and 
sevent^ne cents in favor of the association. There was due 
fixim members in assessments, at the close of the year, One 
thousand one hundred and forty-six dollars. 

Officers elected for the year : — 



Siephen Fairbants, Prtsidtnt. 

John Raj-ner, Vice-Pmidtnt. 
Ja.nie3 Clark, 
Thomas Edmandfi, 
Samuel Asp in wall, 
Ephraim HarringtoQ, 
William Adams, 



Uriel Crocker, Treatuitr. 

Joseph Lewis, Secretary . 
James Barry, 
Gardner Green leaf, 
James L. Homer, 
Ezra Hawkes, 

Trwttti. 



That provision of the constitution which designated the 
Fourth of July as the day for a quarterly meeting, was found 
to operate inconveniently, and the following change was 
made, after going through the customary forma : " The meet- 
ings of the association shall be held on the first Thursday of 
October, January, April, and July, at such time and place as 
the government shall direct. But should any public event 
occur on the day appointed for either of said meetings, the 
president, with the advice of the government, may call the 
meeting on a prior or subsequent day." 

A report from the executive committee on the Bunker-Hill 
Monument, together with the treasurer's account, was read 
from the chair, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
At a subsequent meeting it was voted, that the government 
appoint a committee of fifty members, to solicit further sub- 
scriptions for the completion of the monument. 
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At a special meeting. Septembei 22, it was voted, that the 
president and vice-president, with Messrs. I>atton, Homer, 
James Clark, and Bockingham, be a committee to report od 
the expediency of establisbing, in this city, an annoat Fair, 
for the encooragemeat of manafactoies and the mechaoic 
arts, and the awarding of premiams. 

The tenth triennial festiral was held on the sixth of Octo- 
ber, at which the asnal nnmber of guests, official personages 
and strangers of distinction were invited. After despatching 
the ordinary bnainesa of a quarterly meeting, the procession 
moved from Concert Hall to the Odeon, where the cnstomary 
services took place. The address was delivered by James L. 
Homer, one of the trastees. The dinner was prepared at Fan- 
enil Hall, and, as tisoal, was enlivened with speeches, song 
and sentiment.* 

Several gentlemen, concerned in manafactnres, and others, 
who were proprietors and editors of newspapers, bad been 
proposed for membership and bad ananimously passed the 
government, in the nsnal form. When they were brought be- 
fore the association to be balloted for, objection was made 
to their admission, on the ground that they were not mechan- 
ics, nor manufacturers, according to the customary use of 
those terms. One of the gentlemen was balloted for, and re- 
jected. The others were withdrawn. Whereupon a com- 
mittee was directed to "consider who were proper sabj ecta to 
be candidates for admission to the association." 

Thirty-four persons were balloted for and admitted ; 

John Robens, House wright. 
Theodore Mitchell, Housewrighl. 
William R. Canies, Cabiaat-m^er, 
Lyman G, Cushing, Carver. 
George D. Wyman, Painler. 
Richard J. Crocker, Sail -maker. 
Nathan P. Kingaley, Plasierer. 
E^dwin Barnes, Tailor. 



Gardner P. Druiy, Sleam-I 

builder. 

Benjamin Brown, Jun. Shipwrighl. 
Thomas Lyford, Housewrighl. 
Francis W. R, Emery, HousewrighL 
John B. Place, HousewTight. 
Luther W. Dunbar, Housewright 
Charles Lincoln, jun. Halter. 



* Mr. Homer'* address wai a x 
oal imporunce. He urged, parliui 
mutilmolurci ; and apoke with | 
tbeaoe arise to Ihe luocislion. 
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itdinand Hennan, Fancy- Baakel- 

Harlow, Halter, 
iland Cutler, Cardwairer. 
lah Blanchard, ConJwainer. 
lenjamin F. Butler, Blacksmith. 
Iben^zer Wyraan, Blacksmith. 
jBtephen L, Gould, Piauo-furle- 

nuuiufaclurer, 
Seorge W. Light, Printer. 
uwreace NJchols, Canfeeliooer. 
(Ariatopher C. Barney. Bricklnyer. 
WilUwn L. Lewis, Printer. 

One member, having "been convicted of an Infatnous 
crime," was expelled from the association. 

Six members deceased, viz: — Epbraim Thayer, Samuel 
Pratt, John Y. Champney, William Hilliard,' James Bowen, 
and John Mead, The funeral donation to the widow of 
James Boweii was returned as a contribution to the fund. 

IVIr. Abbott Lawrexce was admitted an honorary mem- 
ber. 



Benjamin Bradlue, Bookbinder. 
Eber Taylor, Housewriifhl. 
Arthur French, Manufacturer. 
Henry Stowell, Bricklayer. 
Caleb Stowell, Bricklayer. 
Robert Andrews, Copper-plate- 
printer. 
Obadiah Rich, Silver-smith. ■ 

William G. Cutler, Chaise-maker. 
Isaac. B. Wail, Cordwainer. 
William Harrington, Bricklayer. 
Freeman L. Cushman, Housewright. 



18 3 7. 

Animal meeting, January 5. The government for the year 
s organized by the choice of, — 

Stephen Fairbanks, President. Uriel Crocker, Trtaivrtr. 



John Bayner, Vite-PTCsidtnt. 
William Adams, 
Ephraim Harrington, 
Jamea Barry, 
Gardner Greeuleaj^ 
James L. Homer, 



John Gorham Rogers, Setrelary, 
Joseph Lewia, 
Joseph Tildon, 



• Wiltiuii Hillinnl was the son of the Rev. Timoihy Hilliard of Cambnilge. He 
«M • printer by profeMion, ■nd carried on the baeiness of priming ind bootaelling in 
Ombridge, Ibra DUuiberoryeBra. He was aflerwards of the firm of Cuaimiaga & 
Billiard. bookHllen in BdsIod. He wu a deacon o( the Gnt congregalionol churah 
B Cambridge, and served the Iowa ia luadry municipal officea, and wu oacc or iwie* 
ID the X.egi9lilure. 
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Tbls year will stand pre-eminent in the annala of the uk>> 
ciation, as one in which vras the largest accession of mem- 
bers,— an unnsoal increase of the funds, — and, more than 
all, by "an eshibition of the productions of Amcrii^u arti- 
zao9, snrpaseing in splendor and interest all other exhibitioiH 
of the kind ever attempted in this country." 

Pursuant to the vote passed in September, 1936, the com- 
mittee then appointed, made a report at the annual meeting, 
January 5, the following extracts from which exhibit their 
views in regard to the expediency of establishing a course of 
exhibitions and fairs, adapted to the promotion of improtre- 
ment in manufactares and the mechanic arts. After adven- 
ing to the progress and snccess of similar exhibitions in Xew- 
York and Philadelphia, the report says, — 

Your committee are strongly impressed with the impodance of eihibi- 
lions of this nature, where native talent is drawn forth — the firal (^eain; 
bud of genius indicated and encoura^d. They enable mechanics to be- 
come better acquainted with each other, and make ihem, — what thejr 
always should be, — a band of brothers, all striving, by honorable rompe- 
tition, to excel each other in their respective works. In an especial inui- 
ner do they make mechanics and their products bener known to the pub- 
lic, to whom they are beholden for patronage and en cou raiment. Your 
committee contend that it is for the interest of every individual of this 
association, in doUart and cents, to establish and encourage an annual Fair 
in Boston Our association numbera between six and seven hun- 
dred members, embracing mechanics of every protewion, — many of them 
of great wealth, and of a high order of talent. There is wealth enough; 
power enough, physical and jnlelleclual ; ingenuity enough, to plan, ar- 
range, open and present to the public, an exhibition thai will rival, — and, 
may we not hope, if spiritedly commenced, excel, — any former display 
of the kind in this country. All we require is a linle of that o'TEBPaiiE 
for which the good people of Boston have been so justly celebrated. We 
are confident the public will sustain us, if we but assume (he responsibil- 
ity of offering premiums If properly and liberally coiamenced, 

your commJitee predict that the project cannot fail of success, surround- 
ed, as we are, by a denote mechanical and manufacturing population. 

It has been spoken of as a reproach to New-England, and Boston has 
had her share of ihe censure, — that nothing has been done by her lead- 
tdicate [justify!] Ihe pride we all profess for yankee inge- 
nuity and skill, two qualities of which we are very tenacious, ajid of 
which we are always ready to boa^it. Let us do something to wipe away 
this reproach. Faira, wherever they are exhibited, altraci thousand! of 
Admiring spectators ; and it ciuinoi bo doubled thai the whole country is 





RITABLB HBCBANIC ASSOCIATION, 



275 



■ensiblf benefited by the coDcentralion of inventive talent and mechan- 
ical skill annually found ai them. Let us muke one experimenl, at 
least; and the day of the Fair uill be a proud one for Boston and her 
inechanics. 

■ YouT commitiee .... rei^oninieud that the ftlasaachaselts Charitatile 
Hecbanic Assoeinlion hold a Fair in the fall of 183T, in some central and 
eonveaicnt place in the city of Boston ; that the gOTemmenl, with twelve 
additional members to be taken fraoi the ajisociation at lar^e, eonstitute a 
committee, with full power to make the necessary arrangements for the 
Buue ; that there be appropriated aueh sums of money as may be requir- 
ed to defray the necessary expenses, and in pay for premiuroa and diplo- 
mas to be awarded for the best specimens of American ingenuity and 
(kill, in every branch of meebanica, rare and valuable productions natural 
■nd artificial, labor-saviiig machines, implements of husbandry, and 
modeb of machinerj- in all their variety, — and for superior workmanship 
in all useful and nrnamenlal branches of the arts, including the beautiful 
knd delicate handiwork of females in every department of industry. 

Your committee are unanimously of opinion, that an annual Fair may 
ha established in the metropolis of New-England, which shall excite as 
isiucli auccesafu! and honorable competition as exists in New- York, Phil- 
iadelphia, and other citiesn — beau honor to our assoclaliou, — a pride to 
4wt city, — worthy the palronaRe of a liberal and discriminating public' — 
mnd a permanent benefit to the whole body of the mechanics of Boston, 
The members of our association alone have the power lo make a brilLant 
jpnd glorious display, by the products of their own workshops; but, in 
addition to their own efTorLi, hundreds, nay, thousands of the ingenious 
atinds and industrous hands of the daughters and sons of New-England 
^U contribute liberally to increase the interest and value of the exhi- 



TluB report was printed and distributed to the raemberBj 
<ind, on the nineteenth of .laituary, it was unanimously ac- 
cepted. Tlie sam of Five thousand dollars was appropriated 
to pay the necessary expenses. The government, consisting 
pt thirteen members, with twelve members to be added by the 
government, were constituted a board of managers, with 
nower to increase this number, to carry into effect the intent 
of the association. The members added by the government 
"were Joseph T. Buckingham, George Darracott, James Clark, 
"Henry W. Button, Charles A. Wells, William S. Pendleton, 
■Thomas Boyd, William Underwood, Henry H. Barton, Henry 
Vailey, Jonas ChJckeriiig, and Nathaniel Bryant. 
'' January 26, the managers held their first meeting and 
'edopted a plan of organization, embracing committees of ar- 
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imngemcDts, od premiams, on bnance, od diplomas, 
circulnr was jatpan^^ ^*^ diHiibntMi cstenaiTely throDgfaott 
New England, iiivitiag cuniribaUons, and stating tiie rales 
and regulatioDS. Id consequence of an advertisement, sewn 
dvsi;ens for a diploma wne presented, vithout the names of 
the artists; that which was elected ^^-as ascertained tobeUie 
production of Thomas Boyd, one of the members of the tmo- 
ciation. It was engraved on steel, by (Jeorge Ci. Smith, olw 
• member. A design for a medal was from a gentleraao ctw 
nected with the United States Mint at Philadelphia. 

Charles A. Wells and Henry H. Barton, acting under 
ROthority from the board of managers, visited the principal 
manufacturing towns in New-England, to invite contribti- 
tions. Ou his return, Mr. Wells made a full report of hi) 
journey, by which it appeared that he was received witb 
great attention, and with a^nmnce, from all whom be had 
visited, that the Fair would meet with general apprabalion 
tbronghout New-England. Mr. Barton coocnrred -with Mr. 
Wells in a similar account of his reception. 

The managers proceeded with uuliring vigor. Weekly 
meetings were held, and committees were appointed to visit 
varioas places, to explain the objects of the association and 
to solicit contributions from all branches of manufacturing 
and mechanic art, and such productions in the fine arts, and 
in works of ingeuuily, as would give interest to the exhibi- 
tion. On the eighteenth of September the Exhibition and 
Pair commenced. The doors of Faneuil Hall were thrown 
open, and presented a beautiful scene. The large area was 
covered with tables, laden with the substantial fabrics of the 
woolen and cotton manufactories, and the more delicate pro* 
dncta of female ingenuity and taste. The galleries were filled 
with cabinet wares, and hung with tapestry, carpeting, and 
various and fanciful productions of the needle and the loom. 
The walls were nearly covered with pictures exhibiting the 
skill of the painter and the taste of the gilder in gorgeous 
frame-work. Leaving Faneuil Hall, the visiters crossed a 
bridge which had been built across the square between that 
edifice and Ciuincy Hall. Here was an array of machinery 





CHARITABLE MECHANIC ASSOCIATION. S77 

and tools, —the helps and means of the mechanic, — dis- 
; played on either side of the hall, extending to the length of 
two hundred and twenty-live feet. " Here (say the committee 
in their report,) were sources of protracted enjoyment to all 
who could fathom the mysterious applications of wheels, 
screws, and levers. The steam-engine was busily at work in 
forcing other machinery to accomplish, in a few moments, the 
most tedious and difficult labor ; while other machines, work- 
ed by hand, showed the facility with which modern ingenuity 
could supplant the more simple but time-exhausting processes 
of previous ages. Some of these were too complicated to 
admit of ready comprehension; — others had demanded the 
utmost stretch of invention to produce simplicity. All were 
interesting, as evidence of talent, exerted for the benefit of 
mankind. If accuracy and perfection of workmanship were 
Bought, they were to be found, not only in the machinery but 
in the tools displayed in every part of the hall; — all bearing 
testimony to the most satisfaclory progress in mechanical 
construction and manipulation." 

The city and the country poured forth their population, to 
see the wonderful display. People were surprized at every 
step with some new contrivance, and puzzled and bewildered 
in contemplation of the whole, but manifesting unqualified 
pleasure and exultation. The Fair was visited by delegates 
{i-om associations in Philadelphia, New- York, Providence, 
Portland, and Portsmouth. 

The amount of money received daring the exhibition, for 
admissions, was Twelve thousand Jive himdrrd and seven dol- 
lars and aevenly-seaen cents. Tnchiding the tickets to mem- 
bers of the association and their families, and the admission 
of contributors, it was calculated that more than senenli/ Ihou- 
satul persons visited the Fair. The throng of spectators was 
not sensibly diminished from the opening to the close. 

The experiment was so successful that the managers re- 
commended an early preparation for a similar exhibition the 
next year. 

On the evening of September 20, an address was delivered 
to the association, on the occasion of their first Exhibition and 
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which are on exhibition in the halls. To say nothimr of the importance 
of an accDrate measurement of time in astronomical observations, — noth- 
infj of the application of time-keepers to the purposes of navisration. — 
how va«t mu*t be the airirre^ate elTect on the atlairs of life, throughout the 
civilized world, and in the proirress of ages, of a convenient and portable 
apparatus for meaHuring the lapse of time ! — Who can calculate in how 
many of thone critical junctures when affairs of weightiest import hang 
upon the imae of an hour, Prudence and Forecast have triumphed over 
blind Coaaalty, by being enabled to measure with precision the flight of 
time, in its smallest subdivisions ! Is it not something more than mere 
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mechanism, which walchea with os by the sick-bed of iome denr friend, 
through the liTelong- solilude of ni^ht, enables uif to count, in the sla^kpu- 
iog pulse, nature's Irembling- stepa toward recovery, and to administer the 
prescribed remedy at the precise, perhaps the critical, moment of its ap- 
plication < By means of a watch, punclunlity in all hia duties, — which, 
■II its perfection, is one of the ineommuni cable attributes of Deity, — is 
brought, in no mean measure, within the reach of man. He is enabled, 
if he will be guided by this half-rational machine, creature of a day as he 
is, to imitate ibaC sublime precision which leads the earth, after a circuit 
of five hundred millions of miles, back to the solalice at the appointed 
moment, without the lo,*s of one second, no, not the millionth part of a 
second, for the aces on ages during which it has traveled that empyreal 
road. What a miracle of art, that a raan can teach a few brass wheels, 
and a little piece of elaalic steel, to out-calculate himself ; to give him a 
rational answer to one of the most Important questions which a being 
traTelin^ toward eternity can ask ! What a miracle, that a man can put 
within this little machine a spirit that measures (he flight of time with 
greater accuracy than the unassisted intellect of the profoundest philoso- 
pher; which watches and moves when sleep palsies alike the hand of 
ihe maker aud the mind of the contriver, nay, when the last sleep has 
come over them both ! I saw the other day, at Stockbridg«, the wnlch 
which was worn on the eighth of September, 1755, by the unfortunate 
Bttmn Dieskaii, who received his mortal wound on that day, near Lake 
George, at the head of his army of French and Indians, on the breaking 
ont of the seven years' war. This watch, which marked the fierce, fever- 
ish moments of the battle as calmly as it has done the four-score yean 
which have since elapsed, in still going ; hut the watch-maker and baron 
have now for more than three fourths of a century been gvne where time 
is no longer counted. Frederick thp Great was another and a vastly more 
important personage of the same war. His watch was carried away from 
Potsdam by Napoleon, who, on his rock in mjd-oceaii, was wont to ponder 
on the hours of alternate diHaaler and triumph, which filled up the life of 
bis great fellow- destroyer, and had been equally counted on its dial-plate. 
The courtiers used to say, that this watch stopped of its own accord, 
when Frederick died. Short-sighted adulation ! for if it stopped at his 
death, as If time was no longer worth measuring, It was soon put in mo- 
tion, and went on, as if nothing had happened. Portable watches were 
probably introduced into England in the time of Shakspeare ; and he puts 
one into the hand of his fantastic jester, as the text of his moraliiy. In 
truth, if we wished to borrow from llie arts a solemn monition of the 
ity of human things, the clock might well give it to us. How often 
it not occur to the traveler in Europe, as he hears the hour told from i 
ancient steeple, — that iron tongue in the lower of yonder old cathedral, 
i>nchanged itself, ha.'* had a voice for every change in the fortune of na- 
tion* ! It has chimed monarchs to their thrones, and knelled them to 
liuit ImbIm ; and, liom its watch-lower in the oloudi, has, with the lam* 
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flonorons and impartial stoicism, measured oot their little lumr of •orrav 
and gladness to coronation and funeral, abdication and accession, reTok- 
tion and restoration : victor\'. tamo It, and fire: — and, with like faithfol- 
netss. while I speak, the little monitor by my side wamii me back froa 
my diij^ression, and bids me beware lest I devote too much of my brief 
hoar, even to its own commendation. 

• ••••••• • • 

Perfect as the steam en^e seems, it is a general persuasion that m 
are in the rudiments of its economical uses. The prodi^^ious advances 
made in the arts of locomotion teach nothing more clearly than the proba- 
bility, that thev will be rendered \*astlv more efficient. The circulation 
of ideas by means of the press is probably destined to undergo great en- 
largement. Analytical chemistry has, within the last thirty years, ac- 
quired instruments which enable the philosopher to unlock mysteries of 
nature before unconceived of. Machinery of all kinds, and for every pur- 
pose, is daily simplified and rendered more efficient Improved manipu- 
lations are introduced into all the arts, and each and all of these changes 
operate as efficient creative causes of further invention and discovery. — 
Besides all that may be hoped for by the diligent and ingenious use of 
the materials for improvement afforded by the present state of the arts, 
the progress of science teaches us to believe that principles, elements, 
and powers, are in existence and operation around us, of which we have 
a very imperfect knowledge, perhaps no knowledge whatever. Com- 
mencing with the mariner's compass in the middle ages, a series of dis- 
coveries has been made connected with magnetism, electricity, galvinism, 
the polarity of light, and the electro-magnetic phenomena which are oc- 
cupying so much attention at the present day, all of which are more or 
less applicable to the useful arts, and which may well produce the con- 
viction that, if in some respects we are at the meridian, we are in other 
respects in the dawn of science. In short, all art, as I have said, is a 
creation of the mind of man ; — an essence of infinite capacity for im- 
provement. And it is of the nature of every intelligence endowed with 
such a capacity, however mature in respect to the past, to be at all times, 
in respect to the future, in a state of hopeful infancy. However vast the 
space measured behind, the space before is immeasurable ; and though 
the mind may estimate the progress it has made, the boldest stretch of its 
powers is inadequate to measure the progress of which it is capable. 

Let me say, then, Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Mechanic As- 
sociation, PERSE VKRE. Do any ask what you have done, and what you 
are doing for the public good ; send them to your exhibition rooms, and 
let them see the walls of the temple of American Liberty fitly covered 
with the products of American Art. And while they gaze with admira- 
tion on these creations of the mechanical arts of the country, bid them 
remember that tliey are the productions of a people whose fathers were 
told by the British ministry they should not manufacture a hob-nail! 
Does any one ask in disdain for the great names which have illustrated 
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mechanic arts; tell himof Artwrifthl and Watt, of Franklin, of Whil- 
, and Fulton, whose memoiy will dwell in the graleful reooUeclions 
DBteriif, when the titled and laureled destroyers of mankind shall bo 
embered only with detestation. — Mechanics uf America, respectyour 
ing, respect yniirsehes. The eause of human impravement has no 
er or more powerful friends. In the great Temple of Nature, whose 
idalion is the eartli, — whose pillars are the eternal hills, — whose roof 
le star-lit sky, — whose or^'an-tones are the whispering breeze and the 
idiiig Biorm, — whose architect is Rod, — there is no miiiiairy more 
ed than that of ihe inlellijjeni met'hunic ! 

Jefore the address, the following hymn, written by the 
r. John Pierpont, waa sung by a select choir : — 



ns. O God, we throng, 
»n'a lulphurou* Ihroal, 



Wiib fcMh blood It 



Our eag\e ipreads her wings, 

Or whets her beak ; 
Nor, o'er the bailie pluin, 
Where dt»lh-ahol fell like nin, 
Where lie in gore Ihe slain, 

Comm herahrill shriek. 



I 



We comclopBy: 
Abt, that, <o deck her hRlls, 
tin air and vnpor mill, 
Op windi and walerfalli. 

And all obey ; — 
Abt, that, from shore to shore, 
Moves, wiihoul sail or oar, 
■ 'Galnat winds and tides ; 
Or, high o'er earlh and krs, 

And, heavenward, on the breeie 

Triumphanl rides ; — 
Abt, itaai, through mouaiain bar*, 
Break), ihat her boraeleu can, 

Soir-moved, Diay go; 
And, without looking back, 
Rollt, on hec iron track, 
Where the while cataract 

ThDoden t>ekiw ; — 
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Then, wiik her Imieb oT Rra, 
Drews, riuai Ihe chord or wire, 
Tone* thai an ingel choir 

WellmighldeicinJ; — 



Lord, ere our Innpiiea mns allll, 
Oiir handa fur^l Ihcir akill, 
To ihy mo«l holy Will 

The address was printed with the reports of the managen 
and the gotitlemeii who were judges upoD the vaiious articles 
in the Fair, and the awards of the committee on preraiums. 

The gross sum of expenditures for this Exhibition aiid Pair 
was Twelve thousand and seventeen dollars and forty-si\ 
cents, which, deducted from the receipts, left Seven handred 
and thirty three dollars and nineteen cents, to be added to the 
funds of the association. 

The want of a halt, suitable for the meetings of the asso- 
ciation, continued a theme of debate at almost every meeting, 
and was talked about with great earnestness. At the first 
meeting in the year, Messrs. Darracott, Thorndike, Jenkins, 
Buckingliam, and Hammond were appointed a committee to 
ascertain whether any suitable site for a hall could be pur- 
chased. This committee reported, January 19, and their re- 
port, on motion of James L. Homer, was laid on the table. 
Mr. Homer then submitted a resolution. That the association 
"are now prepared to purchase a site, on which to erect a 
hall," On motion of Lot Fool, the consideration of this reso- 
lution was postponed. It was again taken up, February 2, 
and, after a long debate, was adopted. The report of the 
committee was taken up, debated and amended, and again 
laid upon the table. It was then voted, on motion of Mr. 
Buckingham, " that a committee of twenty-five be appointed 
to provide ways and means to meet the necessary expendi- 
ture, &c. &c. as recommended in the report just laid upon the 
table; and the following members were appointed: — Stephen 
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Fairbanks, Henry W. Button, Uriel Crockpr, Ephraim Har- 
rington, Gardner Greenleiif, William S. Pendleton, Nathaniel 
Cotton, Enoch Snelling, Oiariea Leightori, Benjamin Beal, 
J. L. C. Amee, Jamea Clark, George Jackson, Lot Fowl, 
Thomas Boyd, Abner Bourne, James L. Homer, Joseph P. 
Bradlee, John K. Simpson, William Adains, Theophilaa R. 
Marvin, Daniel Saflbrd, jVsa Swallow, John B. Wells, and 
G. h." This committee reported, April 13, two distinct plans 
for the consideration of the meeting, either of which, if car- 
ried out, would accomplish the desired object The second 
proposition was stricken from the report, and the first, after 
some verbal amendments, was accepted, as follows: — 

To procure, by voluntary hnquesl, among ihe members only, an amount 
soHiolenl to warrant the Rooiety in undertaking, in lis corporale papncity, 
to purchase a aite ind erett a hail. The amount necessar)' lo complele 
the work, independent of the amount of dnnalions, to be borrovred oo the 
&ith of the association. Should tliis mode of procedure be adopted, Ihs 
committee recommend the appoint menl of a committee to a.?certain the 
amoanl that can be obtainnd a» a s'lit for this noble work from the mem- 
bera only, payable as the commitlee may prescribe. 

The same committee were instructed to perform the service 
they had recommended. 

The committee appointed October 6, 1936, upon the proper 
qualifications of persons applying for admistsion, made the 
following report, April 13; — 

The committee appointed to report what persons may, according to the 
cODBlituIion, be considered as candidates for admission lo thia society, 
have adverted to the original design and purpose of those who founded it; 
or, in other words, to the legitimate and desirable, primary and ultimate 
ends 10 be attained by such a compact. 

The title of the association, Charitable Mechanic, more than im- 
pliei two things: — First, thai the prominent object should be tharity ; 
and second, that this charity should be exercised by associated nuchaniM. 
A second object, as the preamble and conslitolion clearly show, is lo 
cultivate and improve those aria which appertain lo the respective trades 
of the association. The constitulion provides that the association may 
consist of mechanics and manufaclureis, and these evidently considered 
in the popular sense. Should we trace the etymology of the words me- 
chanic and manufacturer perhapa we should find them literally to signify 
e thing. The meaning of our conslitulioa is unquestionably in 
a widi the common acceptation of the words, and this wa laka 





I 



9M AK.<(ALS or TBE 1US8ACHV8BTT8 

to 1)9 •■ foIloVB, rii. A nwcbtwic is ode who opoates in his xnd* tijrlb 
uae of impletneiits applieil by the Itiwd — on« viiQ uses his apprapnut 
tooU wilh apprnprinie wkill. This i> satnetimes callnl " Jboiubcra'/)'' 1 
manufkirtnivi i* one who by skilful nsa of inachiimT' pradueea AnBtb 
rav mnteriat onii^le* which usually pass through the bands of lb* n» 
chanic befan.' ihry are applied lo tho puqioses of life. We have Boii^ 
fieully in delining what we mean by a mechanic — hot not so as kit 
naoiifacIiiTer, since man of ac luring i^ frequently carried on ia effMl tf 
those who pretend lo no particulai skill iu the merhanic arta or loaBT 
practical or scientific knowledge in the use of machinpry, whiltf tbn 
profession or occupalian may be that of a lawyer, m merchant, 0( aHJ 
other of the various calling of life. But evitleiilly the abject of oV 
fathers was to associate real mechanic skill for the reoAons and end* al- 
ready slated, and of course tliat the mere proprietor or stockholder in ■ 
manufacturing establishment wax not intended to be embraced in &! 
RASociation. The commillee therefore think thai none should be reewd' 
ed as legitimate candidates for membership but such as are or hare been 
actual mechanics or manufacturer* according to the exposition ve have 
endeavored to give — not necessarily those of course who apply them- 
selTes to manual labor in the arts — but those who posses such skill io 
iheir particular trades as clearly and literally conmitute them mechanics 
•r manufactnrera. The constitution requites that the candidate, if a me- 
chanic, should be a master workman, and if a manufacturer, a proprieus 
or BUpeiinlendent. The reasons for these restrictions are obTioua — ihey 
have particular respect to the utility and dignity of the association, is 
subordination is and must be recognized in all well regulated eoromuai' 
ties. And it may here be proper to add, as a necessary inference, thai a 
master workman, in the sense intended by the cunalitution, is not only a 
skilful and thorough meclianic, but one who baa attained to such respect- 
able standing in society as lo enable him to undertake and prosecute the 
business of his trade on his own account. 

The candidate "must have fulfilled his engagements as an apprealice." 
This plainly does nol mean that every breach of duly during the period 
of apprenticeship should forever exclude the individual from becoming ■ 
member ; but only, that if such fault did exist, it must have been recoa- 
ciled and canceled, that no cause of disaffection should arise among the 
members on that account; and the rule was intended lo be as binding on 
the master as upon the apprentice ; that none who would enjoy the honoM 
and privileges of a member here should, with impunity, entice away or 
employ the apprentice of another. Nor does this clause intend that every 
candidate tkculd have been an apprinliee ; for it was known to the foundeis 
of our institution, as it is to us, that many of the most ingenious and suc- 
cessful mechanics who have honored the name, had no masters to teach 
them, but their own maattr-tpirils. 

This association, formed for the moat praiseworthy ends, mutual relief 
and mutual effort to advance the arts and bless the world, could uot be 
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k tnunmeled by formal and ilUberal rules ; bat woatd bold out to the 

ind ingenious mind the highest inducenient to puriue its na' 

p teMes, and invite its co-operalion lo the highest aims and best results. 

Therefore the conimillee recommend, tliat while the spirit of the c 

Klilulion in reference to candidates be striclly regarded, no arbitrary prac- 

ttoe, based on its mere hteral conslniclion, sboiild on the one band 

duce those among us who pretend to no practical knowledge of mechan- 



ics, or c 
practice 



1 (he other exclude from < 
I skill, united with moral e 



n fello' 
uellen 



rship any whose e 
, qualify them, to a 



LlifiC 



e the 



Respectfully submitted. 
Signed, 



JOHN RAYNER, 
BENJAMIN RUSSELL, 
ABNER BOURNE, 
JOSEPH JENKINS, 

T. R. MARVIN, 
LOTT POOL, 

Commit let. 

The report was accepted, and ordered to be printed and 
circulated among the members. 

July 5. A circular from the American Institute of New- 
York, — recommending a " convention of representatives from 
all the productive portions of our country, without distinction 
of parties, to be held in Philadelphia, on the first Tuesday in 
August, to consider the present embarrassed condition of the 
commercial community," — was read by the president. A 
motion was made and advocated, that a delegation be sent 
to the convention. The proposition was referred to a com- 
mittee, which, at an adjourned meeting, reported against it. 
The principal objection was, that it would tend to introduce 
political discussion into the meetings of the association, and 
destroy the harmony that had hitherto existed among the 
members. The report was unanimously accepted. 

The committee on lectures for the season engaged the 
Odeon for that purpose, and the usual appropriation for the 
expense was voted at the quarterly meeting in October. 
Seven hundred dollars were placed at the disposal of the 
school committee. 

The committee of relief reported at the close of the year, 
that there were on the list of recipients for the charity of the 
asBociatiou, twenty-seven individuals, twenty-Eve of whom 
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were widows, and all of whom came strictly withio the de- 
eigd of the charity. The sums dispensed, although not large, 
had yet rendered essential aid, and, in many instances, bad 
served to keep in a condition of comfort those who might 
have suffered without them. The aggregate of the beneXac- 
tiona of the committee was $438; — a larger sum than had 
been before expended ; but which was deemed necessary and 
expedient, owing to the great advance in the price of ibe 
necessaries of life, which had fallen heavily on the poor. 
The committee say — " We are satisfied that the yearly ap- 
propriations are well bestowed in relieving the necessities of 
the destitute widows and helpless offspring of brother crafts- 
men, who have fallen to the tomb, leaving behind them ob- 
jects so dear to them, and now strongly endeared to the asso- 
ciation by the Christian bonds of charity and benevolence," 

The receipia of llie treasury were : — 

Dividends on bank slock, $1,091 60 

From lite secrelary, for asBeasmealB, . 1,01 1 50 
" " for admission fees and life 

membership, . . . 1,290 00 

Donation from Thomas Kinnicult, of Worcesler, 10 00 

" Edward Carnes, jun. . 5 00 — (3,408 10 
Tlie treasurer hod paid out, during the year : — 

To the committee of relief, .... S40Q 00 

" " on lectures, .... S40 00 

" " on school, .... 308 rr 

To the families of deceased members, . . 360 00 

To ihe secretary, 100 00 

Printing and advertising, 228 8T 

Rent, and other I'onlingent expensea, . . 3S0 9S 2,118 U 

Giving an increase to the ftinds of 51,289 48 

One hundred and thirty-eight persons were admitted :— 

Thomas Appleton, Or^n-builder. Edward Harding, Mast-maker. 

Josiah Dujiham, jun. Jtope-maker. Frederick A HendersoD, Tailor. 

John B. Ruasell, Printer. James Tolman, Tailor. 

Nathan Prince, Bricklayer. Nathaniel Walermao, jun, Tift- 

John C. Hubbard, Chair-maker. plate- worker. 

Adam W. Thaller, Housewright. David Bowker, Bricklayer. 

Alden Brooks, Housewright, Samuel Hart, jun. Bricklayer. 

Ebenezer Parsuns, Housewright. Samuel Cats, Cooper. 
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John Newhall, ^Vhrrlwright. 


Samuel R, Johnson, Stone-cutter. 


Daniel L. Ware, Painter. 


David Bnm.ird, Distiller. ^1 


Elbridire Brown, Halter. 


Tlionia.4 Palmer, Mai>on. ^^H 


Jacob L. Savage, Blacksmith. 


Hobart Speneer, Bricklayer. ^^H 


naniel B, Whillridfre, Wliiieamith. 


Charles A. Smith, Painler. ^^H 


Williwn Sullon, Leather-dreaaer. 


Alborl G. Browne, Cordage-maon- ^^ 


Jamea I.aring, Snil-maker. 


fac.nrer. ^ 


Robert Buir, Tnink-maker 


Caleb S. Pratt, Housewrighl. 


Selli Fuller, Housewright. 


William G. Edwards, Slater. 


E. W. Pike. HQUsewri^ht. 


William S. Damrell, Printer. 


Dennis Smith, House wriKlit. 


John Ford, Primer. 


Thomw J. Hadley, HouBewrichl. 


Andrew P. Young, Painter. 


Daniel D. Badger, Blatk and While 


John Putnam, Printer. 


smith. 


Thomas Simmons, Harness-maker. 


Joseph Urann, Cooper. 


Phinehas A. Stone, Carpouler. 


Benjamin Blaoev, Mason. 


Fitz William Rogers, Cabinet- 1 


Robert Marsh, Mason. 


maker. 


David H. Ela, Printer. 


William W-Wheildon, Charle.ttown, 


Jeremiah Ross, Tnilor. 


Printer. 


James Snow, Painter. 


Edwin Brown, Piano -forte -man u- 


Darid Harden, Bricklayer. 


fa*' turer. 


Stephen Smith, Cabinet-maker. 


Russell Hallelt, Piano-forte- manu- 


William M. Nassau, Hairdreaser. 


facturer. 


Charles B. Lloyd, Gilder. 


Ezekiel Pitman, jun. Tailor. 


George W. Skerry, Silver-amith. 


Waller Brjent, Sheet- iron -worker. 




Charles G. King, Mathemalical-ln- 


ufactnrer. 


B Irum en 1- maker. 


Ebenezer Johnson, Bricklayer. 


John Hooper, Bookbinder. 


Thomwi B. Warren, Baker. 




Kenrj- Hutchin.son, Sailmaker. 


J. G. L. Libbey, Jeweler. ^^J 


Enoch Goodwin, Coopi^r. 


Gardner ChiUon, Grate -manufac- ^^^H 


Jamea Hunt. Carpenter. 


^m 


Tliomaa L. Rayner, Slater. 


John G. Copp, Sheet-iron and Tin- ^^H 


William Crombie, Cordwainer. 


plate- worker. ■ 


Joeeph Clark, Jeweler. 


James 8. Sweet, Walch-maker. 


Timothy Eaton, Silver-plater. 


Lorenzo G. Smith, Gilder. 


Richard Robinson, Attleboro', But- 


Gardner Edmands, Painter and 




Glazier. 


Henry G. Teny, Bookbinder. 


Thomas Shaw, Housewright. 




Timothy Tilesion, Plane-maker. 


turer. 


Benjamin Hammenway, Copper- 


Francis Dilloway, Housenright. 


smith. 


Kftthaniel S. Prime, Housewright. 


Benjamin D. Holmes, Copper- j 


Ho»ea Conliell, Housewright. 


smith. 1 


Joseph Fualer, Paper-maker. 


John Cummings, jun. Woburn, 1 


I Jalin J. Lovr, Jewelax. 


Currier. J 
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John Springer, Sterling, Houae- 

Seth Lewis, Housewright. 

John G. Gould, Housewright 

Holland Blackmiir, Housewright. 

Axel Ames, jun. Housewrighl, 

Ciemerit Slelson, Housewrighl. 

Ebene^er Morton, Housewrisihi. 

John R. Hnmmond, Housewrighl. 

Jonathan Wade, Mason. 

Ephraim Orcutt, Mnson. 

Albert W. Smith, Biai'ksmith. 

Frederick H. Slirapson, StOTe-man- 
lifacturer. 

Nathaniel Perkins, Engraver. 

Isaac Carey, Copper-plat a -printer. 

R. P. Mallory, Engrarer. 

Jewse Osbom, Brighton, Wheel- 
wright. 

Levi Wilkina, Plan o- forte -man ufac - 

Eliphalet Davis, Cambridge, Fancy- 

Soap-mannfaclurer. 
AmoH W, Stetson, Braiutree, Boot- 

Moaes Hunt, Mai'hinisl. 
John Ball, Cooper. 

Eight members were discharged on acconnt of delinquency- 
Twelve members deceased, as appears by the treasurer's ac- 
count : — William Grant, Thomas Dewhiirst, William Babcr, 
Joseph Thomas, Loring Newcomb, Henry Lienow, Solomon 
Howe, Edmund Parsons, John Cotton, Joseph Munn, G. W. 
Blake, and John Roberts. 



John P. Ford, Bricklayer. 
Thomas B.Hawkea, Cabinet-mak^. 
Philip Peak, Sail -maker. 
James Paul, Upholslerer. 
George Baird, Plumber. 
Ebene/er Holbrouk, Walettown, 

Carpenter. 
Josiah Parsons, Carpenter. 
Josiah M. Harding. Sail-maker. 
Jolm Bates, Painter. 
George W. Robinson, MacbinisL 
Henry Plj-mpton, Balamce-Jnanti- 

facturer. 
Alexander S. Jordan, Comh^Balrtr. 
Enoch Sulton, Jeweler. 
Edward Flood, HairdrsMer. 
Augustus S. Dawley, Machinist 
Francis Low, Rigger. 
William Bishop, Gun-smith. 
Lyman While, Omamental-painier 
Benjamin Bunill, Boxbury, Wheel- 
Oliver R. Whiling, Carpenter. 
Thomas S. Pitman, Baker. 
John P. Orcutt, Painter. 
Jeremiah Smith, Carpenter. 
Jeffrey A. Jones, Bookbinder. 



18 3 8. 

Annual meeting, January 4. After the disposal of the re- 
ports of committees concerning the aifaira of the preceding 
year, the following officers were elected : — 

George Darracolt, Prisidenl. Uriel Crocker, Trttuurer. 

Joseph Lewis, Vke-Prttident. John G. Rogers, Secrelaiy. 
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James L. Homer, Wiliard N. Fisher, 

Thomas J. Shellon, Jonathan Loring, 

Waller Frost, Elias Kingsley, 

Nathaniel Hammond, Jonas Chickerio);, 
Henry W. Dutton, Trtutea. 

A proposition to amend the constitution, so as to 
the number of trustees to twenty-one, — and to declare tliat 
Uno person should be eligible to membership, unlesa he should 
il be a native-born citiiten of the Unifed States, — was offered, 
and referred to a committee, but was rejected. 

Another motion, " to consider the expediency of altering 
that part of the constitution, which subjects members to an 
assessment of Three dollars at the triennial festival, — met 
wth the same fate. 

A communication was made to the government, by Messrs. 
Josiah Quincy and Daniel Treadwell, upon the subject of 
erecting a monument to the memory of the late Dr. Bowdituh, 
an honorary member of the association. A special meeting 
of the government was called to consider it. Circulars, pre- 
pared by the several institutions which had joined in the un- 
dertaking, were presented by the president. The subject was 
then referred to a special meeting of the association, and it 
was voted to unite with other institutions, in the erection of 
a monument A committee of three from each ward of the 
city was appointed to collect subscriptions. One hundred 
and fifty-six dollars were obtained. Most of the members were 
waited on by the committee, but the project met with less 
favor than was expected. 

The annexed report from the government was made to the 
quarterly meeting in July, and was accepted : — 

The committee to whom was leferred the proposition of the Boston Me- 
fkanie Itutituliott, to transfer to the asnociailon (heir valuable and highly 
nseful apparatus and models, to be forever the property of the association, 
haTB duly co[i!iidered tlie subject referred lo them, and would respectfully 
report, — Thai, in their opinion, this apparatus is of great value, and will 
be extremely useful in illuatraling aubjeels lectured upon before the as- 
sociation ; and they feel that the association should in some way exprMs 
their seuae of the liberality of the membera of the Mechanics Institution, 
in thus selecting our association as the one who would be the most likely 
37 
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to benefit the coimnunity in canying: out ihti ori^ntil d«sigiu of Itutl^ 
riety, viz. The eQcoUTa(!«ment of a lostD for the line arts and the stHi 
sciences, amoDg our operative mechanics and working men, \» well •» 
others ; and your committee would therefore recommend ihe adoptiun of 
the following Totes : — 

J. That the thanks of this associalion be presented to the ufiicers wiii 
members of the Boatou Mechanics Itislilulian, for iheir liberal and Terjr 
acceptable donation. 

2. That each article be marked, — " Prtnnted to the MattadmttlU 
CharitabU Mechanic Attotiatunt, by tht Boston Mechonk Institution." 

3. That a free ticket of admisaion to the lecturer of the aasiM:iaIion be 
presented to the following gentlemen, the survivina members of the Me- 
chanic Institution * — whieh ticket shall secure to them the fr«e admis- 
sion to the lectures of this association, \ix. Frsncis C. Whiston, Uror^ 
B. Emeraon, John Pierpont, John Ware, Nathan Applelon, Joseph Tildeiu 
P. P. F. Dt'crrand, Gamaliel Bradford, Wilham Haydea, jun. Daiiiel 
Treadwell, William Lyman, Thomas Tarbell, and John T. Prince. 

4. That the treasurer be authorized to pay a sum not exceeding Dm 
hwtdrtd dollan, to meet any expense which may be incurred in ntrying 
the aforesaid votes into execution. 

Per order, GEORGE DABKACOTT. 

An elaborate report from the school committee represented 
the school as an exceeditigly useful iastitution, and demand- 
ing further appropriations to increase and extend its advan- 
tages among the apprentices of mechanics. 

Nineteen lectures were delivered during the season, by tea 
individuals ; and a eulogy on Dr. Bowditch, by the Bev. 
Alexander Young. 

All preceding attempts, in reference to the building of a 
hall, having proved abortive, a new committee, consisting of 
the president, and Mesers, C, Wells, S. Fairbanks, A. Parris, 
T. Washburn, L. Pool, and C. Leighton, was appointed to 
pursue the object. After a few days the committee produced 
the following report, which was accepted ; ■ — 

The committee appointed to take Into consideration the expediency of 
the association purchasing a lot of land for the purpose of erecting tkare- 
on a Hall, to be used for lectures and other purposes, have given the ■ub- 
jecl their careful consideration, and a.sk leave to report : — Thai, ia iha 
opinion of your committee, no time for many years past has presBoted A 
e favorable opportunity tliaa the present for prosecutii;g a work of ihi* 
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i^ VMore. Business is now reviving; confidence is restored, and mone^ is 

■h:ao«r abundant; but neitlier land nor ntalerials has as yet advanced in 

U fnce, es it is probable they will in the course of the ensuing year. These 

Wf «{Foaiastances seem to your commitlee la point to the present time as the 

e peculiarly favorable to commence this undertaking. It m how up- 

■WanJs of forty years since this association was first formed, and during 

e the mechanics who have ereuled temples and paUoes for 

Mbers have had no resting place for themselves. They have done but 

little to give to themselves a local habitation and a name. This ought 

o be ; and it ih now full lime that they who have duae so much far 

sMhera Should show that they are both able and willing to do something 

for themselves. And from the great increase in the knowledge of the 

leience of architecture as well as in the manner of working the material, 

yoat committee cannot but believe that should the work now proceed, a 

bnilding will be erected that will be not only an ornament to the city, 

~)ut one of nhich the mechanics of Massachusetts may well be proud. 

It may perhaps be expected that your committee will say something as 
to the probable cost of such a building as will meet the wants of the 
aartociation, but it must be obvious to all lliat such an estimate, should It 
'be made, could be only an approximation towards the truth, until the site 
is MlectHd and a plan agreed upon. But your committee have turned 
their inquiries to this point, and can say, in round numbers, that a build- 
ing of granite, sixty feet wide and something over one hundred feet long, 
if built in a plain but Bubslanlial manner, can be erected for a sum not 
&r from forty thousand dollars, and if ornamented with columns, pilasters, 
capitals, and a heavy cornice, twenty thousand dollars in addition would 
be required. Now, assuming the cost of land at thirty thousand dollars, 
the cost of land and building would be, in the first case STO.OOO, and in 
the other S90,000. 

Such a building would have a hall for the use of ihe association, school 
and model rooms, a library, laboratory, &.c. with several stores and rooms 
10 let ; and lliere would be an income from Ihe hail as well as a saving 
of the sum Ike association now pay, and the income may safely be esti- 
mated at something over six per cent, on the amount invested. 

As regards the means of obtaining the necessary funds, your committee 
wonld recommend that the association issue scrip, or certificates of stock, 
redeemable in twenty years, beating an interest of four and a half per cent. 
payable annually ; — and that the opinions of the members of the asso- 
ciation may be more fully expressed as to the expediency of this mea- 
sure, that the subscription be in the first place offered to the members 
only; and if the whole or a major part of the sum required should not be 
by them subscribed, Ihe commitlee will be forced to ihe conclusion that 
they have mistaken the spirit which they have been led to believe ani- 
mated Ihe society, and have mislaken the wishes of a few for the ex- 
pression of the sentiments of the whole ; and they would Ihen recom- 
mend that the whole affair be again permitted to eubsidOj for they cannot 
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believe that the iadependent inechuiiuB of the old Bay SiRte would erar 
solicit aMisiance (rom otheri to^o what Uiey are »o abuoUaniJy able to do 
foi iheraseWea. But your committee ciinnot for a raompnt BulTer thcm- 
aelves la believe, ihnt, in an assoriation of upwards of seven butulml 
master mechanics, there could not be found at loasl one half tlieir nom- 
ber who would be willing to lake stoclc of this kind to the amount of two 
hundred dollars each, — stuck of which there cannot be a poesibilitf of 
failing to bB paid at malurity. But should their beUef be unfouodwl, 
they must, its a matter of necessity, come to ihe conclusion before elsteJ, 
that the time has not yet arrived when the association nrs pTepau«d Id 
erect a Hall far their own use. Bui, on the contrary, ahoald an wnoBIK 
of $50,000 and upwards be subscribed by the members, they feel ■ fiilt 
conBdence that the remainder of Ihe sum required will be obtained nidi- 
out any difficulty. 

Id order to brini; this matter fairly before the association, the oonmitM 
reeonunend the adoption of the following votes, vi/ : — 

Voted, That the association do now proceed to purchase land and erect 
thereon a Hall, provided the fium of fifty thousand dollars be subaeribed 



by members of 

Voted, Thai 
of procuring subscribi 
Voltd, That the 



upon the I 
of twenty-fivi 



.8 recommended in the abore 
now chosen for the putpoM 
prepare subscription-boaks, 



tr of the asBocisUoii 



be authorized 
agreeably (o (he above vote. 

Voted, That these books be offered to every 
for their subscription. 

Voltd, Thai the secretary be authorized to have lists of the merabecs 
printed and furnished the committee with copies of the same. 

In conclusion, the committee would recommend that ihe subjeot be 
now prosecuted without delay, and that Ihe question whether or not the 
association shall have a hall, bo now put at rest. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, by order of the commiltee. 

GEORGE DARRACOTT. 

An ineflectual attempt was made to get up an exhibition 
and fair in September, The government recommended that 
there should be another exhibition in 1839. 

The treasurer's receipts up to the close of the year, tndad- 
ing dividends, assessments, admission fees, and a doaatioo of 
{37 50, from the widow of Joseph P. Bradlee, amounted to 
(2,69-3 56. The expenditure, for schools, lectures, relief, 
families of deceased members, printing and advertising, rent 
of rooms, secretary's salary, and for the apparatus recei«wi 
from the Mechanic Institute, was $3,534 10: — being an 
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less of expenditure over income of 88dS 34. This ib ac- 
onted for by the very liberal manner in which the aasocia- 
1 voted money to the committee of relief, and the eon[i- 
^nittee on schools. 

^ -In concluding their annual report the committee on finance 
MnRULTk) — 

^ Although the prospect which a short time since seemed so fair thai ere 

□■1^ return of another year the association would have a Hall of their 

Qovn to meet in, is for the present clouded, yet your committee do not 

despair — the lirae will soon arrive when a more active buaiaess will 

give a new impulse, and the work so long deaired will be accomplished. 

Much of the energy which has been exerted by the association during 
tlie Iwo pa.st years, your commidee cannot but believe was infused into it 
hf the late Fair, an event which added much to the honor and usefulness 
of the association ; and should the association, acting upon the report of 
the goTemment herewith submilted, renew the attempt the ensuing year, 
they cannot but believe that profiling by past experience they will avoid 
the errora incident to all new undertakings and render a service to the 
oommnnily as well as to themselves by so doing. Should the association 
determine not to adopt this plan, it will then be for them to determine 
ihal! bo taken to meet the increasing expenses of the as- 
I we have but 680 nominal paying members, the iucorae 
from this source cannot beealiraated at more than 81,300; — add to which 
dividends of bank slock, SI, 100, — would make the gross income about 
S2,400, — to meet an expense of at least S3,000 ; — for all will allow that 
the admission fees, at least, should be added to the permanent fund. 
Sbail we reduce the appropriations for the school ? Your committee trust 
not Shall we take from tbe pittance allowed to the widow and father- 
less? Every hand would be raised against it. Shall we increase tha 
quarterly assessments ^ This seems the only feasible project, and con- 
sidering the advautages enjoyed, the sum is very small. Two dollars per 
year, with the privilege of attending a full course of lectures and an op- 
portunity of schooling our apprentices, either of which would cost more 
than double the yearly aaaessraent. Unless one or tha other of these pro- 
jects is adopted, the fund which has gone on permanently increasing until 
the present year will soon be sensibly diminished. 

Having thus fully slated to the association the situation of their affairs, 
and the opinion of your committee thereon, they respectfully submit the 
whole for the action of the a 
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Signed, GEORGE DARRACOTT, 

JAMES L. HOMER, 
WALTER FROST, 
JOSEPH LEWIS, 
THOMAS J. SHELTON. 
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Fifty members wete added to the association, vi* : — 


John H, Sweet Jeweler. 


William Keith, Carpenter. 


BeniMoin Cl.pp, Cooper. 




Ji»se Tullle, Cooper. 




GUhun B. Wheeler, Caipenler. 


Goont* Darracolt, jun. Macluai*^ 


Geotse Gray, CatpeWet. 


Isaac Ailams, Machinist. 


William J. SlaJe, Carpenler. 


Seth Adams, Machinist. 


Thomas L. Bales, Caipeoier. 


William Cuny, Jeweler. 


William King, Eleclriciao. 


Joseph L. Ross, Cabin ei-mmket. 


WiUiam A. ^Veeki, Prinler. 


Sl.^pheo Whitmane, Cliulertn 


Calrin Sheput!, jun. Framingham, 


Rope- maker. 


Rope-maker. 


Daniel B. Badzer, TaUor. 


FKend Seymour, HouMwright 


William A. Wheeler, WoimM 


Timothy Gilbert, Rano-forte-mann- 


Iron -founder. 


facluret. 






Printer. ^ 
John B. Lakes, Uousewright. 


James Dillon, Shipwright 










Cornelius Brigss, Cab ine I- maker. 




Henry Premiss, Musical In^Irumenl 




manufaciurer. 


Vistus Balch, Engrarer. 


Josiali E. Hajden, Boot-maker. 


Ammi B. Young, ArehitecL '\ 
Charles S, Holland, Copper-pli^ 


Josepli P. Gould, Coppersmith. 


William Ma7l»*Tf f^imnfffiniilK 


*V liUtUU fm£J1?tU ^ir|ipciMJULU> 


Charles Pike, Baker. " 


Allarua Wright, UsI-maker. 




Selh Chaiibonme, Blaeksmilh. 


facturer. aj 




James 0. Curtis, Medford, ShK 


Milton Hall, jun. Housewright 


buiider. 


George Scott, Housewrisht 




Twelve roembera were discharged for delinquency; otfi^ 


was discharged at his own r 


quest; and ten died, viz. Johih 


K. Simpson, Samuel Brown, L 


oring Sargent, Jo.seph P. Bn» 


lee, ' Samuel Hart, Joseph Moantfort, Andrew Battles, ao^ 


Jesse Nilea. 


^ 


< 


ajc>»ph Putnam Bndleewailbewn or JoiinhBnillee, ind w» bora in Eoi>m 


May IT. 17S3. Ui<i fiiiher wu* > mBDur.clu 


nt of lin wire, and oC b>ii> our Miiiiig 


Inrnni hi* bu«ine», ind [•rwsliwd it for tn 


ny yeaw. One of hit friend., who wnl| 




■n«r hi> deceue. (ays, and wiih inwitliS 


Uonnl Imih. — " Hi» whole Xocb in ir»le w« puriiy of conduct. »unJnc» of ptin^ 


ptei. indudry.ind full contideiice in hone 


1 ««.ioi> foralmna. Bf f-niliarilr -4 


aiuviiy oroMnnen be allracled eniployen. 


and l>y honetly and iiberalily tniaTed ihcab 


lapn>c«aoriime, hawldedioltiioccupBiion the trafflooranoilinercfauil, and feuMf 
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Annual meeting, January 3. Officers elected for the 



George Darracolt, Prtiident. 

Joseph LewiSj Vice-Preiideal. 
Thomaa }. She I Ion, 
Jonas Chickering, 
Henry W. Dullon, 
WiUard N. Fisher, 
Elias Kingsley, 



Uriel Crocker, Trta$urer. 
John G. Rogers, Secrelary. 



Benjai 



?al, 



William Ealon, 
Theodore Washbura, 
John Wade, 

■ Trwteit. 



He then begun la'indul^ in deeda of cbarily, la 
lie had been pncliiing in tilenco 



It ■ tafe uid profllable bi 
«>bicb ill bii fESltogi am 
•ud teetecy, ihe lea»ni which he snerwarda ii 
peroui, the ordinary eleanKHynary dulies did not laiisry him ; ho MW Ihe hungry fed, 
the naked ctoiheJ, ibe aiok healed, the broken -hearted aoolhed. and Ihe wanderen 
from rectitude led baalc lo virtue ; bul thii was nul enough Tur luch a ■ptrit ; he bbored 
fi>r more perminsnl movenientB of philanlhrtipy. When Iboie inslitiillana were ronn- 
cd which BOflen to many of Ihe ills thai Oesb is beir lo, — Ihe asylumi Tor the intane, 
the blind, Ihe deafand dumb, and other unfortanale beings tbal crowd Ihia world of 
I (nr«, he conirihuled wlib sueh llberalliy, ihal he may be uid to have lel\ ihe imprinl of 
< hb cbariuble hand on every gianile block thai lornK Ihrae leaplendenL edilices, at 
once the pride and glory ora people." 

Many page) of oiemorial, similar in Idelily lo the character of Mr. Bradlee, might 
; he gathered rrom Ihe newspapers which recorded his death. But an eiiraei from a 
•ermon, pnached the Sunday a^cr his funeral by the Hev. K L, Frothingham, oiucl 
•BiSce. 

" He WIS amhiiiauB of a good name. He openly sought and honorably acquired it. 
He siruve lo matie a place for himtelf, by deserving, in the regards and memoriea ot 

men Thera were eome combinallona in him, thai lo an attentive observer 

might appear remarkable. While he labored for what was useful, and followed hia 
ponuita, eager as the bmiesl, among the turmoil and duil of the world, ha had an eye 
■nd a bear! tor all the forma of beauly. He iDoghl for improvement in what emiiel- 
lirhes society, as well aa Id what makes it strong. And when one saw him lurn rrom 
(h< homeliest materials of industry, to enjoy the embroidery of a leaf or the perfume of 
a flower, he could hardly help thinking that he saw there, emblematically portrayed, a 
de*cri|ilion of his mind. Under his plain mannera there lay refined and delicile feel 



mgt. 



* then 



■nd rigoroua chareci 
ODUa temperament, i 
not oarried away by e 



la yet e 
ly ungene 



endly pi 



> of othen 



Of a 



ddid V 



■ bold 

ardent and impet- 



IMrlicular (loinis that press most into notice. And BrsI stands out his iniegn 
■werving, ancom promising adherence lo the right To be merely acrupulou 
were somewhat, in theae days, when the love of gain and the perpUixiiies of 
knve lempled so many consciences, and blighted so much peace. But wi 
•BDse of justice was always a sentiment quick and watchful, incapable of a 
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Ou motion of 9. T. Armstrong, it was voted, " that the 
president and treasurer, with Messrs. Wilkinson, Marvin, and 
L, Pool, be a special committee, to take into consideration the 



impalienl ara lUapimn, resolving to peraevere ■■ ev 
ing my luflenng ralher ibsn ■ diBhonor. By ihe ilc 
place hia benevolence, wide and impanial ■• il « 
ready. ' To do good — hoping Car nolhing ogiin,' if 
wi* Bl iessl Bilopieil fur his pnciics. Hit good « 



lis Bbiamg quality •m 
rm and ready — alibi 
e not propoaFil aatn 
• of en tlumbering k 



P 



Il WIS Tult or activity. Il wu ■• 
generoua of ii» eflbrls as il was of it> iDtwns. Il accuinpliilieil more by wbu il Ml U 
moliun. limn by whal il gave. Il eicileJ allien lo emuUiiHin, or drew Troai llieni Ifaeir 
reluctant aid, and ao pramoled in every way lU cbarilabla deitigna. It Wa* palieM 
alH. Il was DM \a be worn oul by repeainj demanda. Il was not lobe mMlMMbr 
repeated disappoint menu. It wa« Dol lo be repelled even by uiiwonhJaeas. Il wmk- 
ed qiiielly where no one aaw iL It worked obiiinalely wbea no one Ih m ah e J Uk 
Ho tuUowcd ati impulMi ibal he would ratlirr die tban dwulwy. Many will loofe *MMi 
ia mtB lor their beneroulor. and, wliilu Ihey 'bleu bii memory,' mourn thai hit liod 
tu» a*d open hand are rednr-ed to tbai. 

" Nor was this disposition of hii nonflned to every-day ocenfrcncea and private Uftk 
It look Ihe form of public spirit, lam aware that, on Ihis point, I aiiiBpeatinslalbMa 
wbo know more than I do. But he raiut be indeed a recluse, who baa OM bewd 
■ometliing of hi* enterprise and peneverance, when works af general munifii au w 
wen: to he darted into action, or were lo be encoutagcd, and held on, and oairiedim* 
eUect, white they were laDguishing fi>r want of help. Many of our insiiluliona of pkr 
laulhropy, — many of the ornaioBalt of our city, which was one of his delights. — owa 
Ibeir obligslions lo his friendly leal. Hia name la not catl in the iron, or gnvea ia ■!• 
alone, ufwbioh they are compoasd, — nor did be wish il aboiild be, — but it mayka 
bund among those of Ihe liberal men, wbo did iheir bust to Qx them in their place*. 

<' He wB« a iiDcere and most open-biearled man. He bad no disgnisei. He ■aefcl 
He deepired ihein all. He would pass but for whi 



iiighi bi 



.ubj« 






vorlJ might look at it; and the w 
have delected ibere a meannesi), or an hypocrisy, or 
be%n was upon hit lips ; anil, lince ii> itrvams wen 
of Ibeir flow But trulh and kindneu and honor iit 
than he thought, or olher iban he thought. He nev 
periormed He bad a principkid STersion to preteui 
lie would do what be could, and lei it go for who 
waa happy, and if you liked it not he wat conlei 

wiie. ¥ou oould make him your friend, and be sura Ihnt he would not keef 
through liiBidiiy or want of plain dealing, any thing that miKhl be ibought 
you. Youcould make him your fiieQd,and be sure that he would never i 



have looked ^iai|ily H 
IB shglilest babit uf vice. H* 
ibundant, the lipt wnoald pail^ 
1 there. Us Would not tay MM 
claimed praise for mon (ht* hi 
. and pretensiona of everybed.. 
it was worth. If you bkcd U t> 
lie wat not a lOBn to bluah bl 



public embellithmen 
cnre Mr. Perkina's il 
ohlnlning money lo t 
which, bul for him, v 



r, Bradlee lo help forward prajeots of pbiUiilbnipy lod 
mentioned hia agency in procuring subscripliooalow- 
I the Asylum fur ihe Blind, and his tucceaaful eSbil« 
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financial sitaation of the association, and report thereon as 
soon as convenient The committee reported at a special 
meeting on the sixteenth ; the report was recommitted, with 
instrnctions to print it, and distribute it to the members. At 
tJie qnarterly meeting in April, the report was talien up, and 
a discussion ensued which occupied the whole time of the 
meeting. Some amendments were made, and it was then 
adopted in the following form : — 

The pomraiitee to whom was referred that part of t}ie report of tha 
committee of finance which rehiles lo the diminution of Ihe funds, hava 
Btlended lo the duty assigned them, and submit the followins report : — 

It appears, from a very minule and careful eiamination of the Ireas- 
Urer'a book, that the expenses have i;raJual1y been increasing in a ratio 
larger than the increase of the receipts from iho foes of admission and 
qDaitara^es of iho members. This increase has principally been in the 
various appropriations which have from year to year been vottd by Iht 
OMOnaCion for the maintenance of schools, lectures, and to the committee 
afrelieE, These objects have ever been considered of primary import* 
Bnce, reflecting honor on the association, and adding much to its useful' 
nesH, and which your committer, in common with a lar}^ majority of the 
aosociation, would feel deep regret in beiii),' obliged lo curtail. Vet your 
committee have unavoidably been bronglil lo Ihe conclusion thai this mutt 
6« don«, or some means be devised to increase the annual income to an 
amount sulGcienl lo cover tlie actual expenses, without having recourse to 
the admiesioii fees ; which amount, as wiil hereafter be shown, is all 
wanted to meet the demands which must unavoidabiy from limo to time 
be made upon it. Your commillee would here stale, that, averaging the 
time of those members who have deceased the last twelve years, and as- 
certaioiitg from the books the whole amount paid by tliem into the funds, 
it has been found that an amount greater than all they have paid during 
their membership has been refunded to their relatives at their decease. 
In support of this declaration, the following table, taken from the books 
of the treasurer, is submitted : — 
In 1827, 6 died, — average lime 
of membership, 1 

i8a«, 3 " "1 

1829, S " " ! 

1830, 8 " "1 

1831, 8 " "1 

1832, 6 " "1 

1833, 8 " " 

1834, 4 " "1 



— average amount paid, HO 



I 



D 66 
43 80 
32 50 
38 33 
45 33 
i* AO 
31 50 
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Brought forwarJ, — 

46 I 

In 1835, S died, — averagelime 



Hi 



S39j Hi 

It paid, 47 M 
3) 33 
33 U 
3S M 



t5)l6T 12)440 m 

76 whole number of 

deaths, — nearly 14 years average, — Average un'I, d36 71 
The aboTa table shews, that in twelve years 76 mein.ber« have died, 
the avemge time of whose membership was a liltle short of fourteen jeara, 
and ihe avenige amounta paid by each was $36 72 ; while there was paid 
to Ihe relatives of each, at iheir decease, forty dollare, — making on 
whole an amount paid oul of nearly two hundred and fifty dollars moi» 
than Ihe entrance fees and (luaiteragea during the time they conliiiiied 
members. 

To show that the lime which these persons continued as member* wu 
a full average of what may be expected hereafter the following abstract 
has been prepared : — 

9 from 30 to 35 years, 
g » 25 11 3Q n 

d» 6 " 20 " 25 " 



19 " 6 " 10 " 

16 less thsn 5 " 
Or, two-fifths from 15 to 30 years. 
Ihree-fiflhs from 1 to 15 years. 
It will therefore be seen, that, under Ihe present regulations, nothing t* 
added to the funds by an increase of members, but that each new iqmii* 
her has a claim greater than all the amount he will probably conlribult^ 
in addition to all the other advantages he may derive from his member- 
It also appears, from the trea.'itirer'a books, that the lectures, aohooll, 
and contingent expenses, (esclusive of the amount voted the eommlttw 
of relief and paid to families of deceased members) for ihe past je*t, ma 
S2,134 10, — equal to S3 2S each paying member ; while the asseMmeok 
are but S2 each meniher ; and this excess of expenditure must be diwn 
from that which should be apeJinanent fund ; and, as before shown, tti) 
fund is already burlhened with claims greater than it can meet wilhoot 
being soon sensibly reduced and uliimaiely entirely absorbed. Tie 
amounts voted the committee of relief amounted to more than out bil[ 
its income ; and it most be borne in mind, that although there is a nomi- 
nal iacreaaa by each new member paying in his admission fee, yet then 
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claimanl, 
It grenier ihnn all he pays. 



> actual gain, for Ihis, i 
ir the present rcguklioj 
Sf examining life-lableti and from inCtirmation derived from tlio«e coo- 
a eucb calcnlationa. it is found that a man Ihinj-five years of 
ge slioald depUHit 325, conditioning to receive S-10 at his death, and aa 
io Bverago aa:e of petaona juiiiiu^our association is fully up toibia period 
f life, that sum would appear to be quite small enough to require as an 
Amission fee ; but as this sum might be inconveniently large for many 
young and deserving mechanics, your commillee were deterred from re- 
commending BO large an amount as the fee of admission ; but aware that 
■tt was absolutely necessary that the amount must be increased, and other 
tlhsliges made in our regulations, to insure iha prosperity if not the actual 
toxialcnce of the association, after roalure and careful deliberation, would 
Ivspectfuliy recommend the following alterations in the constitution and 
^y-Iftws: — 

Alterationi in tke Canslilution. 
Art. IX, Stelion 1. Strike out the word "ten," and insert "fifteen." 
rill then read "the fee for ordinary membership is fifteen dollars."' 
Akt. 111. SeetianZ. Add the following words, — " Provided neverthe- 
Vleaa, thai if any member shall be out of the state, or shall leave a notice 
a writing with the secretary, fifteen days at least before the celebration 
I of the triennial festival, that it is not his intention la partake of the same, 
I then and in that case he shall be excused from paying the a.'^sessment 
I which shall be laid for defraying the expense of the same ; but no other 

excuse shall be deemed valid, except as heretofore provided." 
I la recommending to the association so important alterations in their 
' coiulitulion, your committee are aware that Iliey have assumed much re- 
sponsibility, but their conclusions were based upon the necessity of the 
case, that it was imperative thai a change must be made while it was yet 
I in the power of the association to rectify a financial error which bad 
' ^een incotporated into their constitution and by-laws without due delib- 
eralion; — and, sensible as they were tliat common justice required that 
this should be done while it was yet in their power, they could not hesi- 
tate to do that which they conceived to be right, 1 
commended might be an unpopular one; nor waij 
even in the committee all should think alike, and 
that one gentleman dissented entirely from the t( 
be conceiving it to be the duly of the committee 1 
penaes might be brought below or within the incoi 
income might be made to cover the expenses, — i 
lee to recommend that a reduction of three hundred dollars should be 
tuade in the appropriations to each of the three commiliees of relief, 
schools, and lectures. 

Having thus fully stated the views not only of the majority but of the 
minority of your committee, they cheerfully submit the whole for the 
leration of the association. 

Signed, GEORGE DARRACOTT, for the committee. 



it to be expected that 
we feel bound to slate 
St of your committee ; 
point out how the ex- 
ne rather than how the 
nd wished the commit- 
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The report was accepted by a cnnafitiitional majorify; and 
Article Ili, Section 2, and Article IX, Section 1, of the con- 
Btitution were declared to be altered accordingly. 

The Second Exhibition and Fair was held this year, — 
commencing on the twenty-third of September, and closing 
on the fifth of October. It was managed by the govennnent, 
constituted by the association a committee for that pntpose- 
"William "Washburn, a member of the association, ivas ap- 
pointed general superinteitdant; and under his jndicioos and 
scientific arrangement, the numerous (almost innomerablc) 
articles, sent in by eleven hundred and ninety-six contribntOTJ, 
were conveniently and tastefully displayed. Seventy thoa- 
sand persons, including members and their families, contrib- 
utors, delegates, and judges, visited the exhibition. In 
cordance with the recommendations of the judges, t\venfy-fi« 
gold and one hundred and thirty-three silver medals, and two 
hundred and fifty-four diplomas were awarded. A gold medal 
was also given to Mr, Washburn, for his unremitting care 
and attention to the duties assigned to him, and for the very 
acceptable manner in which he discharged them. Mr. Wash- 
burn designed a light and beautiful bridge which was erected 
to unite the two halls — a subject of universal admiration. 

The eleventh triennial festival was also held this year. 
The public services were held at the Odeon. After the 
customary religious service, an address was delivered by 
James T. Austin, an honorary member. Mr. Austin's address 
was a production of great value, full of practical good sense, 
and enriched with apt and powerful illustration. At the clow 
of the public services, the association, with their guests, pass- 
ed in procession to Faneuil Hall. " The festivities at the table 
were of the most interesting character. The entire lower 
floor of the hall, and a large portion of the galleries were oc- 
cupied by the tables, and nearly every seat was filled. The 
hall was decorated with banners and emblems in beautiful 
style. On the opposite aides of the galleries were the name* 
of the past presidents of the association, in large ornameDted 
letters. On the western end, a superb arch, bearing the name 
of the association, the year of its origin, and the names of 
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tho vice-presidents, treasurers, and secretaries ; on the eastern 
end, the words AgricuHurc, Mechanic Arts, and Commeroe, 
with suitable emblems over each word, selected from the ar- 
ticlea exhibited in the Fair. On the right of the president's 
chair was the name of Fulton, and on the ]eft that of Frank- 
tin, each painted in large letters, and encircled with appro- 
priate emblems. The dome of the hall was decorated with 
festooned banners, and a profusion of beautiful flowers from 
Winships' gardens adorned the tables," The president of the 
association presided at the table, and after giving the cus- 
tomary sentiment in remembrance of the association, gave 
the following : — " Our venerable ^est, the /umorable John 
Quincy Adams. Blessed with an energy of mind and vigor 
of constitution, which impart the activKy of youth lo the 
solidity of age, — may the constitution of our country be as 
sound in its old age as his own." Mr. Adams rose amidst 
the unanimous acclamations of the company. When the ap- 
plause subsided, he spoke for a few minutes with great emo- 
tion. He alluded to the progress of the mechanic arts, and 
contrasted their condition noio with what it was in times 
gone by. He spoke with approbation of the objects of the 
association, and especially of the charity, which is a promi- 
nent element in its constitution. He concluded with the fol- 
lowing sentiment: — " The union of Art, the pride of human 
intellect, with Charity, the glory of the human heart." 

The governor of Massachusetts, the judiciary, the clergy, 
the navy, the army, and universal education, were themes of 
succeeding sentiments. The last was responded to by Mr. 
Quincy, the president of Harvard college. The mayor of Bos- 
ton and the orator of the day responded to appropriate senti- 
ments. To " Tlie original members of the association, — honor 
to the memories of those who are gone, — prayers for the hap- 
piness of those who remain, — gratitude for the labors of all, 
while ire enjoy the fruits of their success," the aged and ven- 
erable Benjamin Russell expressed the pleasure he felt at see- 
ing the success of an institution, to which he and a few re- 
maining colleagues had devoted their energies in early life, 
and gave as a sentiment, — "The mechanics of small days 
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and email things, say to the mechanics of these days, ■ be sine 
you are right; then go ahead,'" Mr. Cashing, member of 
Cong^ss, replied in behalf of the delegation, and Mr. Will- 
iam Sturgis answered for the merchants. A sentiment com- 
plimentary to " Our mother En^UtiKt," called up Mr. T. C. 
Grattan, the newly-appointed consul for the port of Boston, 
who made a speech full of patriotism and reciprocal good 
feeling. Other sentiments were given, other speeches were 
made, and original songs were sung. Among the songs was 
one written by Henry J. Finn, enumerating, in doggerpl 
rhymes, the principal articles which were exhibited at the 
Fair. Another was a string of " Yankee Notions," full of 
puns and witticisms, in which George Andrews, a favonte 
actor, managed to " set the table in a roar," The following 
is of a different character, and is worthy of preservatioa : — 



And Cfown Ihii flowing fe»liv«l 

To Induslry and An. 
OrconqucriDg swords and blood-arnad (a 



O count ihn blcs). my noiire land, 

In what Ihy race have don« ; 
Nor a*k Arabia'! brceiea bland, 

Nor Inilla'aaunimertun. 
Thine HFi: a (houwnd hainItU fair, 

Where pcoca unrolJt hor wing», 
And hi^h'Bouleil children. Iwrn to bear 

Tlie palm Tor princely ibingi. 
Ho diamonds load New-England's hilli, 

No beds or spark ling ore, 
No golden saads adorn Ihe rilla 

Thai down her monnuins pour : 
Bui hand* can loil wilh potent charm, 

And lidei or riches (olli 
Wliera Genius siringi Ihe manly arm 

And prompts the inventive soul. 
titl kings the trump of bailie sonod, 

And chill iheir slaves wilh (ft 



hot red Ambiiion 






Tliat grace b peaceful world. 
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The total amount of receipts from the Fair waa Sixteen 
thousand six hundred and thirty-seven dollars and twenty-Jive 
cents:' — the expenditure was Ei/^kl thousand seven hundred 
and six dollars and eleven cents. This sum was kept sepa- 
late from the general fund, and the treasurer's account ex- 
hibited the following investments : — 

TO sbwes in ihe Boston Bank, al par value, 83,500 (10 
W " Union Bank, 2,000 00 

" New-England Bank, . . 2,5™ "" 
hand, 191 U 

S8,IU1 14 

It was deemed advisable, by the government, to keep the 
money received from this source distinct from the general 
fond, in the hope that, at some future time, it might be desir- 
able to invest the whole in such a building as might be use- 
ful and honorable to the association. 

According to the treasurer's account, the following mem- 
bers died during the year: — Benjamin Brown, Jonathan 
"Whitney.t William King, | Jonathan H. Wheeler, Jotham 
"Wade, Gedney King,|| William B. Annin, E. L. Tead, 
Ebenezer Scott, and Charles S, Holland. Six members were 

* tocluding • balance or Siven Auiufrad and ikiriy-tkret doUart and mrMon cmU, 
on band from iho Exbibilioa oflSS?. 

) Jonilliao Whilns}- wu bora m Lancnsler, March 27, 1711, and lerved m appren- 
tJceAlp wilb B brioblayer at Claremonl, N. H. In 1700 he removed la Bcnion, and 
fomwd a partnenhip wilh an old rellow-lowniman, Feier Oigood. This partnanhlp 
malinued many yean, and was dluolved when embarraumentt crowded on Ihe part- 
nera and rendered disaolulion iDdispeniuble. Mr. Whilney. however, recovered hi* 
«ronl<d energiei, and aeijuired a handioms properly. He wna an officer in ihe mililia, 
and auccceded hii Triend Osgood ai a lieulenanl-oolonel. Ha wu a aeatoua Fedenl' 
ial, snd waa seveial limei a repreaenlalire in Ihe LegialaluM. He died al Brigblon 
in 1839. 

t Or. William King wa> n celebrated eteclricinn, and i 
the method, now in general use, of securing buildLngs Troi 
meuia orpoialed rods. 

II Gedney King, the ran of Gedney King, was born in Salem, August 31. ITTT, and 
died July 31, 16^. He served an apprpniicoBhip in hii native town wilh a mathemati- 
cal ioilrumenl' maker, and carried on Ibal business in Boiton about thirty years. He 
fceld ihe office or fire-ward, overseer of ihe poor, feprosenlalivo, and trustee in the 
Provideol Instiliitton for wvingi. He was a popular mililBry officer, and commanded 
Ihe Boston Light liifanlry when that company was in ihe beighl of its fame. Ho waa 
highly esleemed as a member of out ansocialian, for hia phvato virtuei, and many 
al qualilin. 
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honorably discharged at their 


own request; and the names 


of twelve were erased for long delinquency. Beventy-Oro | 




persons were admitted : — 






Joseph Star k, Draper and Tailor. 






Jat-ob Smith, Cabinet-maker. 






Bela P. Pa-e, Bricklayer. 


James G. Hovey, Comb-moket. 




Job F. Bailey, House and Ship- 
joiner. 


Samuel Hall, Ship-buildet. 
Stephen M. Allen, Slove-mannbc- 




William Harlow, jun. Slone-culter. 


turer. 




John RoberlB, Slone-culter. 






Levi Boles, Carpenler. 


Frederic W. Lincoln, jun. Mslhe- 




William Washburn, Carpenter. 






Hoberi Slade, Wheelwright. 


James Mitchell, Plasterer. 




Joaiah Faxon, Sail-roaker. 


Moses McMorray, Brush-m^et. 




Jabez Coney, Engineer and Mill- 






wright. 


Oliver Ditson, Prinler. 




John P. Fairbanks, Bookbinder. 


Enoch Robinson, Wbitesmilh. 




Adam W. Thaxler, 3d. Bookbinder. 


Joel F. Thayer, Machinist 




Thomas R. Peck, Medford, Halter. 


Albert C. Hobbs, Glaaa-cuiler. 




Andrew Kitchen, Hairdresser. 


Francis Leeompte, Confectioner. 




Uriah Hedrick, Cooper. 


E. D. Caswell, Painter. 




Swain Winkley, Tailor. 


Henry P, Ingalls, HousewrighL 


1 


Charles A. Smith, Tailor, 


John Clark, Plumber. 




John H. Thomdike, ArcliitecL 


Robert H. Eddy, Civil EngiBMfc 




Luther Mason, Stone-culler. 


John C. CIouBlou, Carpenter. 




Nathaniel Francis, PumpandBlock- 




1 


maker. 


Ebenezer H, Hilchings, Pwfa- 




Joseph S. Hicks, Charlestown, Ma- 


hntiger. 




chinist. 


Charles Brlgham, Coach and Chaisft- 




Issacbar A. Green, Cambridge, 


maker. 




Leather-dresser. 




j 


Alfred Mudge, Printer. 


Isaac B. Skinner, Tailor. 


1 


John D. Evans, Printer. 


John Livenmore, Cambridge, So«p- 


Alexander Anderson, Mason. 


manufacturer. 


L 


Nathaniel Hill, Carpenter. 


Ebenezer Pratt, Carpenter. 


^^H 


Reuben 0. Sprague, S lair- builder. 


George G. Crijve, Cambridge, Cumar. 


^^H 


Richard M. Baker, Sailmaker. 


John H. Weed, Tailor. 


^^^ 


Obadiah Rich, Silver-smith. 


William H. Mackay, Piano-forle- 


^^1 




manufacturer. 


^^H 




William CurUs, Newton, Paper- 


^^H 


John Campbell, Walch-maker. 


maker. 


^^p 


William Pratt, Watch-maker. 


Nathaniel P. Ames, Springfield, 


1 


Darid Clapp, jun. Printer. 


Cutler. 




Isaac S. Hill, Machinist. 


James T. Amea, Springfield, Cntln. 




Ansel Lftthrop, Slaii-buildei. 


John Borrowscale, Slater. 


hi 


^ 


^^J 



f 



*■ CSA'Mf iilB H^cfaji^c iiBfioiATjBN. 303 

W W» eommitlee of finance reported that the amonnl of stocks 

H • ud CEuh received was S34.I99 30 

■ The treasurer paid QUI, during the year, . , , , a.liJT 84 

^ 'Wluch, deducted from the amount on hand and sums re- 
B oeived during the year, showed the balance in the Ireas- 
^ urylobe 819^3156 

• Thns it appeared that the amount on hand was lesa by 
J348 65 than at the commencement of the year, although 

i the sum of §830 had beeu received for admission fees, which 
> should, in all cases bo added to the permanent fund. The 

• report adds, — "Your committee, in January, 1839, in strong 
terms, called the attention of the apsociation to thia subject, 

, and recommended, at that time, that either the quarterages of 
the members should be increased to such an amount as 
would cover the actual expenses ; or that those expenses 

I should be reduced. That recommendation did not meet with 
favor in the eyes of the association ; and your committee feel 
it to be their duty, again to urge the adoption of one or the 
other of these measures ; and they trust that, at this time, it 

• will not thoughtlessly be passed by. The government cannot 
be charged with want of economy or wasting the funds. It 
will be seen, by reference to the accounts, that the whole 
amount expended under the direction of the government was 
but §284; which amount was for ordinary and indispensable 
services, such as advertising, printing, distributing notices, 
in all of which the most rigid economy was practised. The 
other sums were expended by special votes of the association, 
or ia accordance with provisions of the constitution." 

The committee of relief had distributed $730, to twenty- 
nine widows of deceased members, and to three indigent 
members. The committee on lectures expended §738, and 
the committee oa the school, §953 83, 

39 
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18 4 0. 

Annual meeting, January 2. Officers for the year were 
elected, as follows:^ 

Joseph Lpwia, Preaidtnt. Uriel Crocker, Treasartr. 

Charles Leiijhtnn, Vice-Pn$idenl. Hunry W. Duttan, Setrelary. 

Jonas Chiekering, William Eaton, 

Willard N. Fisher, John G, Rogere, 

Benjamin Beal, Enoch H. Snelling, 

Tiiendnre Washburn, Thomas Haviland, 
John Wade, Tnistttt. 

The subject of the finances was again adverted to by Mr. 
Darracott, and, on his motion, the government was requested 
to take the matter again into their consideration, aud dcvi.*e 
means to reduce the expenditures to the income. The gov- 
ernment referred the subject to the committee of finance. 

At the quarterly meeting in April, the committee on lec- 
tures reported that they had expended, for ten lectures, the 
sum of $430. They stated that much difficulty had occunred 
in obtaining lecturers; that the lectures had been but thinly 
attended; that it was the wish of some members that tiere 
should be a full course on some particular subject, scienUGc 
and experimental, and that others were content with those of 
a miscellaneous character. After deliberation in the govern- 
ment meetings, it was voted by the association, in September, 
that ■' the usual course of lectures be dispensed with for the 
ensuing season." 

The school committee reported, at the same meeting, that 
the amount appropriated for their use (8700) tiiey had uot 
wholly expended, "unforeseen difficulties having occurred 
last year, which made it necessary for them to go beyond the 
appropriation, they have endeavored this year to economize, 
in order to balance it." The whole amount expended was 

A committee was appointed to make inquiries concerning 
the purchase of the Tremont theatre, for the use of the maao- 
elation. Another committee was appointed to negociBte 
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^ with the city government for a lease of Quincy Hall. The 

^ negociation resulted in the lease of certain portions of that 
hall for three years, at an annual rent of gl.SOO. The object 

^ was to secure the hall for the Exhibition and Fair, which it 
was contemplated to hold every alternate year. A portion of 
the hall was leased by the associatiim to a military company j 

" the remainder was let, for one month, to the Bunker-Hill 
Monument Association, for the accommodation of certain 
Ladies, who held a Fair to raise funds to complete the mon- 

I nment." 

At the quarterly meeting, October 1, Mr. Fairbanks offered 
the following preamble and vote : — 

Whereas the Ladies of Ihis common wealth, at the request of the direc- 
tors of the Bunker-Hill Mohument AHSOuialion, have, by the most patriotic 
mod unparalleled exertions, obtained a lar|,'e sum of money for the eom- 
pletioa of the munumeni, by means of a splenditl Fair, holden in that 
portion of Quincy llallj which ia now leased lo this association ; thera- 

Voltd, That the government be directed lo tender to the executive 
comminee of said Fair, the free use of said Hall. 

The motion was advocated by the mover and Mr. Darra- 
cott, and opposed by Messrs. Fisher, Leighton, Bonney, and 
Carnes ; and was carried, forty-nine to forty-four. On motion 
of Mr. Badger, the vote was reconsidered, fifty-four to forty- 
three. On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the further considera- 
tion of the subject was postponed to the next quarterly meet- 
ing. At that meeting, it appeared that the treasurer of the 
Monument Association had paid the rent ($400) according to 
contract, and no further order was taken on the subject. 

Obadiab Rich, a member, presented to the association, a 
Seal, cut on blood-stone by an eminent lapidary, "mounted 
with a handle and silver-socket," which was accepted, and 
duly acknowledged. 

During the year the secretary collected and paid to the 
treasurer ^1,006; and there was then due from the tnembera, 

• This Fair was the uiosi tiriUisnl and oucceisful eiperimenl of Ihe kind which hai 
bMa tried io Xew-EDglind. The net amoual of aaln wu aboul OOiOno, which wu 
paid W llio Monumeal Auocialion, and wa> expeailed in fiaishiQg thai noble ilnictute 
n yean rma Ihe laying of the oc 
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John Favor, Carpenler. 
Warren Gill, Palmer. 
Lorenzo Pruuty, ManafacturBr. 
John Boynlon, Paintpr. 
George W. Horrick, Kloctiiniat. 
Frederick W. t'olsom, Coniwainer. 



in quarterly assessments, $1^35 50, — a larger sura than waa 
ever due at any former period. Thirteen persons were ad- 
niitted to membersliip; a less iiuinber than at any ronner 
year for the last twenty years : — 

Bradley M, Clatk, Painter. 
William Blukeman, Japanner. 
Samuel D. Bates, Paiiiler. 
David Granger, Painter. 
William J. Hobba, Carver. 
Joseph T. Bailey, Carpenler. 
Azel Bowdilch, Confectioner. 

Forty members were discharged for delinquency ; two were 
aCowed to withdraw; and the following deceased, viz:— 
B. D, Homes, Isaac Davis, Abner Bourne, Peleg Maitii, 
Samuel Hart, and Benjamin Clark. 

The receipts into the treasury, from bank stock and the 
secretary, amounted to 82,0S9 19 ; and the expenditure, for 
lectures, schools, relief, families of deceased members, and 
contingent expenses, was §2,493 07. The entire property of 
the association, including receipts from the two exblbitioos, 
was $25,962 86. 



18 4 1. 



Annual meeting, January 7. Officers elected for tlie 
year : — 

Joseph Lewis, Fresidtnt. 
Charles Leighlon, Viu-Presidtnl. 

Benjamin Beal, 

Theodore Washburn 

Willi am Ealou, 

John G. Rogers, 

Eooch H. Snelling, 



Uriel Crocker, Tniuvrer. 
Henry W. Dulton, Secrttarif. 

Thomaa Havilund, 
Jolui G. Roberts, 
Henry N. Hooper, 
Kimball Gibson, 

Tnuttet. 



"Voted, That the recommendation of the governroeat, in 
relation to holding the Third Fair and Exhibition, ia the 
month of September next, be confirmed, and that the gorem- 



i 
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I jnent constitute the committee, and have full power to make 

I the necessary arrangements." 

I The government immediately began their arrangements, 
and prosecuted them with great energy. A circular, contain- 

> ing rules and regulations, names of standing committees, su- 
perintendent, &c. was publiijhed and extensively distributed, 
early in February. 

April 16, A special meeting of the association, by order 
of the government., was held at the Exchange Coffee-House, 
The president stated the object of the meeting. On motion 
of Granville Mears, Voted, That J. T. Buckingham, Charles 
Wells, James Clark, William Seals, and G. Mears, consti- 
tute a committee to retire and prepare resolutions, to be re- 
ported to this meeting. Subsequently the committee, through 
their chairman, Joseph T. Buckingham, submitted the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolutions: — 

Whereas, it halh pleased the Almighty Ruler of the Uaiverse, that all- 
controling power, by whom prinui pall ties and povrera among men are or- 
daiDed, and permitted to exercise authority over nations, — to remove by 
dealh the President of the United States, under circumstances nhiuh 
Bolpmnly and painfully impress on the mind the uncertainty of human 
life, — the weakness of human strength, — the inefficiency of human 
ekill, — the transieatness of human glory, — and the disappointment and 
defeat, which awail all human hopes and expectations, — 

Reiolvtd, That the Masaachusetta Charitable Mechanic AssociatiDii 
most deeply and sincerely lament the decease of William Henry Harri- 
son, the President of the United Slates ; and while they deplore it as a 
national calamity, they view it as an event si^ally adapted to awaken 
the aplicitude of the patriotic, — to subdue the turbulence of party spirit, 
— to invigorate the energies of tlie wise and prudeut, — and to promote 
and strengthen a union among all good cilizens and honest men, in sup- 
port of the goveroment and institutions of our country. 

Rtmlvid, That while we participate in the universal re^et which per- 
Tades the whole community, we respectfully ask permission to mingle 
our sympatliies with the aorrows of the family and relalJona of the de- 
ceased, — and to olfer up our earnest prayers to the Eternal Source of 
comfort and consolation, imploring for them His favor and blessing, and 
beseeching him to alleviate the grief, which He alone can dispel, and to 
bind up the broken hearts, which He alone can heal. 

ReidveH, That the members of the Masaarhuselts Charitable Mcohanic 
Association, desirous of paying due honors to the illuplrioua dead, will 
assemble aa a body, and unite with the City Govermnenl in tht) funeral 
ceiemotiies proposed for Tuesday next 



L 




rf T^. K T. BDd from the He- 
ft af tkc Nrv-EaglmiMl statu. 
oae kaaAed sad sixteen tShtl 
itei Afioaas vac d 



The w e u a ^ feon tbe lafe of tkkeb was Fomrteen Ihouttad 
tiglit kmmJni amd teta^nz Mhrt aad temUp^ve cents. 
Oa m^ustaeat of aB the accooBts, there was a balaooe of 
near fifteen bniidnd doUan to add lo tbe food. 

Wkea tbe finance eonunittee made tlieir report lot tlw 
Tear, tbe amoant of receipts, easb on band, and stock?, was 
Tweoty-tbree tfaoiisaod two haodred and forty dollars and 
twaty-tbree cents. After paying all expenses, chargeable to 
the geoetaj fond, there waa a balance of $870 83, carried to & 
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Thirty-three persons were admitted, viz : — 



pahn P. Ober, Cooper. 

lomas Sinclair, Briiss- founder. 
e Bradstiaw, Confeclioner. 
William G. Clark, Pump and Bloclc- 
maker. 

I E. Dotmell, House and 
Skip-joiner. 
Cbailes Bates, Hou sow right. 
Isaac Babbil, flrasB-founder. 
Silas Buck, Carpenter. 
Uichael Regally, Walch- maker. 
I Abel Tompkins, Bookbiniler, 
' Samuel Thaxter, lilallieiDatical Iii- 
Btrnme nl-maker. 
George W, Brown, Rhipwriijlit. 
Warren A. Hersey, Brickjajer. 
John Dowell, S ilk -trimming- man u- 

faclurer. 
Albert W. Starbuck, Nanluckel, 

Cooper. 
Jratathan Pierce, Pump and Block- 
Thomas C. Savory, Painter. 

Ten membera were discharged, as delinquents, and thirteen 
deceased, viz. Thomas Rundle, John Allen, William Badger, 
Richard Caswell, Josiah Loring,' David Marden, Richard 
Austin, John Leman, James Wilnon, David Ballard, John 
Maokay, Alanson Rice, and John Clapp. 



Thomas Tirrell, Cordwainer. 
Charles Choate, Woburn, Cord- 
wainer. 
WiUiam Choate, Cordwainer, 
Ebenezer F. Cutler, Chariealown, 

Morocco- dresser. 
John Webber, Roxbury, Rope- 
John Webber, Jun. Rc)\bury, Ropo- 

George Kingman, Sailmaker. 
William Darloa, Shipsmith. 
Samuel Neal, Carpenter. 
Levi Simmons, HouBewricht. 
Charles S. Jacobs, Housewricht. 
Hciekiah B. Crocker, Housewright. 
Waller Liveridge, Starch-mannfac- 

James Slandish, Mason. 
Samuel S. Reynolds, Millon, Mo- 
George W. Bazin, Printer. 



* Joaiah Lorin; wiu barn in Hingham. December 11, 177,^. At a suiMhle Age be 
wan appnDlicced to Uavid Wen of Bimiod, to Irarn the trade or a liook-bindcr. Im- 
medalely afier Lbe clme ofbia apprealiceablp, (in conaeclion wilb > twin bralher, wbo 
had learned lbe ume busineas of William Andrews,) he began bis career oftucceMful 
iDduilry. In ln03. the brothen •eparsled. Joilali purchatcd of Jolin Fairbanlla tba 
paper-ruling machine, and became a celebrated manufacturer oC blank bonk), — 

rind : and aoon niter the death of Mr. Fairbanks, he purshared a houte and received 
■be Widow aa hi> hoUKkeejier, and her children livetl with her at bi» eipenae. Hia 
connitutional lempenment was tomewbal eccentric, and. to a slranier hia deportment 
would aometimes appear to be aflecied by what is proTerbially called aSienci of mind. 
An obllnary no[ice in the Daily Advertiaer aaid of Mr. 1«nflg, — " Few men have 
been belter known among u>, and tbere havx been few who have been more valued 
wbiJe living, and whose decesae his been more generally lamented His circle of ac- 
extensive, and among them there were many who were happy to be 
u his friends. Enemies he had doob. Mr. Loring was u booaal mu, hoaeat 
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lo •^* »-_ c:' :La HrA -<:_.■ Fkii-er i^i ■r.Ktfr vi w.li ;>f b-.-^^e* ow*aco:der ao«i a beiier 

•«* cf^-c^Tc-^aoe -w-i.ci ia-ne S«a i;:.-.:%::<'i :o Mr Lor.r.j: col lh« k«*t irmvka- 
l>« i« :^e iK-L lin: a car or two betonp rs dea:h. be re^o«»:ed of his bfolher that he 
Bi^t be intemtd in hi* btoiher » kx in tiite Moant Jkabarn cemetery, ms he w»nteii to 
beqoealh ht» own lot to a widow, wiio was not able to bur one. This his last request 
vw ooapked witl^ aad his lot aoeoidiaf If passed into the poatetwoa of the peisoa he 
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^ance. The motion was discussed in the government meet- 
lings, and referred to a quarterly meeting, when it was approv- 
ed, and the two funds were consolidated. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a committee, consisting of 
|iMeB8rs. ArmatroDg, S. Fairbanks, G. Darracott, C. Leighton, 
and Isaac Harris, were instructed to " consider the expediency 
of permitting females to participate in the festivities at the 
next triennial festival of the association, by allowing each 
member to introduce a member of his family on that occa- 
sion." At the next meeting, the committee, by Mr, Arm- 
■tiong, their chairman, reported : — 

ThaX the design of itie triennial feslival ie lo promote kind feetinga, by 
mingling with eacb other al slated seasona, and partaking together, as 
brethren of one family, and children of on; Parent, the bounty which has 
been bestowed upon ua by thai Parent. Your committee are of opinion, 
that it will enhance the accustomed enjoyment of such occa^iona, if those, 
vho have shared in out carea and toila, and aympathized in our adverai- 
ties, may also he partakers with ua of the enjoyments which those toila 
have procured. Your committee deem it altogether unneceHsary to argue 
the point, believing thai the presence of ladies al our festival will be ap- 
proved by every man of sense and taate, aa well as by every friend of 
temperance. The presence of females will exclude all that can offend 
the most scrupulous on the score of morals, and will ^ve the aid of our 
example toward establishing, for similar occasions, a mode of enjoyment, 
rational, delightful, and improving ; and one that is in accordance with 
good taste, sound principle, and retined manners. 

Your committee forbear to enter into details on the subject, as not fall- 
ing within the limits of their commission. But they feel autborixed to 
express the opinion, that Faneuil Hall will be found to be large enough 
for the company, and that the expense need not exceed that which has 
been nsual in former years. These matters are, however, left to the ap- 
propriate committees, which the association may hereafter authorize for 
the purpose ; and, in conclusion, they respectfully and unanimously rs- 
commead the adoption of the subjoined resolutions. 

For Ihe committee. SA3IUEL T. ARMSTRONG. 

BtnAvid, That it is expedient to invite ladies to participate in the fes- 
tivitieB at the next triennial celebration in October. 

ikiolved, That each ticket, isauod to a member, shall entitle him to ad- 
miaaion, in company with a lady, 

Rttohiedf That no ticket shall be transfarable. 

The report and resolutions were accepted ; but some small 
difficulty lay in the way of the proposed arrangement It 
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was thotight that there wbs no ball in the city of safitcieat 
capacity to accommodate so large a company as woulil be 
brought together on the occaaion. After examination bya 
committee, it was found that it would be Impracticable to 
seat at tables, in the customary manner, so many as would 
be disposed to partake in the festival, and the project was tf 
linquiehed. A report was made to this effect by Charles i. 
Wells; in consequence of which the vote, accepting Ihe 
resolutions reported by Mr. Armstnng in April, was recos- 
aidered. 

The philosophical apparatus, conveyed to tbe associatioD 
by the Mechanic Institution waa examined by a coraraittw, 
who recommended that it be deposited in some safe place 
aud insured. It consisted of the following articles : ~ 

AtwooJ'a machine, wiili clock and weights, complete. 
Model of a water-wlieel, in case, with regulator, camplctu. 
Apparatus for spautiag of DuiUs. 
Klectric mocliiiiti and apparatus- 
Mechanical powers, with aix arrangements for llic puliioa. 
Two frames, with levers, and anangemeula for compouuil forces. 
Conclenaing syringe. 
Guinea and fcatlier gloaa, and drop. 
Plate and alidltig rod. 
Six glasses, for various purposes. 
Paradox plate. 

Stand and weight, illustraling power of expoDsioii. 
Freezing apparatus. 
Tunnel for mercury. 
Hunter's screw. 

Stand with endless screw apparatus, with weights, &c. complete- 
Stand and three discs, for centre of moliou und oatitre of grsvity. 
One double-barrel air-puinp. 
Pair of water-pumps, lifting and forcing, 
llemisplierioal cups. 
Bell for vacuo. 

Working model of a steam-engine. 
Model of a capstan. 
Model of a witidlosa. 

Pair of scales for scientific purposes, in gloss case with weiyiils, ounq^lflla 
Barometer. 

Four large glass cases. 
Model of bydroahUic press. 
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t meeting in July, the comihitlce on achools made a' 
ibracing some interesting Oetaila, which follow, and 
! presumed to present a fair view of the schools as 
'^lay were generally con8tract*?d: — 

committee appointed to luke charge of the schoola, for the year 
Ir— 2, report : — 

~ afler their appointment, mefuiures were taken to establish a 

il for writing, arilHinetic and drawing. Ymir committee made dili- 
search, both by advertising in the public papers, itnd by personal 
iwiry, for o suitable room for tha writing school; but were unable to 
of sufficient aha lo accomraodaie so laige a school as \Fas 
irsble in a central location, and were necessitated to engage two rooms 
"il3ing No. 109 Waahington-street An agreement was entered into 
r& Ifr. James French and Mr. William Rogers, lo superintend and in- 
let the school. The first named gentleman 10 have charge of tha 
Itiog and the other the arithmetic, department. They were to fumieh 
fuel and lights, and to keep the school three evenings in a 
'eek, for the term of three moulhe, for the aum of three hundred and fifty 
_al!ar.t. An agreement was entered into with Mr. S. F. Durivage, to open 
■ school for instruction of two classes in the art of drawing, for the term 
|0f Ere months, each class to be taught two evenings in each week, dur- 
'jgDgthe term. Mr. Durivage to furnish room, fuel and lights, and give in- 
'■tmction, for the sum of Four hundred dollars. The committee establish- 
ed, for the govemmenl of both schools, rules, which were printed and dis- 
tritrated lo each member of the association. They also established for 
; themselves rules, which required Iwo of their number to visit the schools 
! each week during their continuance. The drawing school was opened on 
I Monday, the fifteenth of November, and regularly continued, with the ex- 
ception of a »horl interval, in consequence of filling up a new and more 
convenient room, to the end of the term. The whole number of scholars 
' entered into this school was forty-seren, which were divided into two 
elasses, The average altendauce was Iwenty-eight. Al the close of the 
M^iool, twenty-eight of the pupils exhibited over two h'undred specimens 
' of drawing, many of which were highly creditable, and gave evidence of 
■ knowledge of the art, which will doubtless prore highly serviceable to 
I ibein, whatever sphere they may be called 10 fill in society. Your com- 
I ntitlfee feel much pleasure in being able to say, that in theiropinion this 
I aetool han been highly beneficial ; the young gentlemen who attended it 
' appeared to appreciate its advantages, and were devoted in iheir allen- 
i lion. Of the teacher, Mr. Durivage, your committee would speak in 
I terTiM of high praise. He at all times manifested a strong desire to afford 
I to each pupil every faciUty to pursue his studies, both profitably and 
pieasantiy. 

^9 schools taught by Messrs. French and Rogers were opened on 
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ttee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 

^fching a permanent school for instruction in writing and 

■rithmetic the ensuing year. They were also instructed to 

^ report the names and attendance of the scholars attending the 

to Khool the next year. 

■ Twelve members were chosen to be joined to the govern- 

■ inent as a committee of arrangements for the triennial festi- 
* Tal. The meetings of the committee were numerous, and 

tfaere was much discussion in relation to certain proposed va- 

f nations from the usual mode of celebrating the occasion. 

) At the meeting of the association in June, Mr. Marvin moved, 

I " That it is the sense of this association, (hat wines, as well 

' as all intoxicating liquors, be dispensed with at the triennial 

festival." The motion was debated long and warmly, when, 

on motion of Mr, Marvin, the meeting was adjourned for one 

week, and the secretary was directed to give notice of the 

meeting in the newspapers. 

At the adjourned meeting another long and animated de- 
bate occurred, after which the question was taken by yeas 
and nays, and carried in theaOirmative, fifty-two to forty-two. 
This would seem to be sulHcient to put the matter at rest, 
for the time, at least ; but at the next meeting of the commit- 
tee of arrangement*, the sub-committee, appointed to contract 
for the dinner, asked for the opinion of the general commit- 
tee, on the vote passed by the association. Another debate 
took place, and was apparently producing some unpleasant 
excitement, when, on motion of a member, it was voted, 
"that the sub-committee on the dinner proceed forthwith to 
make arrangements for an entertainment, in the usual man- 
ner." Thus shifting the responsibility from the general com- 
mittee of t\venty-five to .a sub-committee of five members. 
No further information on this vexatious matter is furnished 
by the records ; but it is certain that wine was not excluded 
from the table. 

The twelfth triennial festival was held on the sixth of Octo- 
ber. The association met at Concert Hall. The procession 
was organized by Charles G. Greene, chief marshal, and 
proceeded to the Melodeon. The address was delivered by 
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p-of aiiiDinaiiI,'lo the consecration of a memorial of audi doparteJ 

igh my hearing is defective, T can ftel ihe afHrmative response. 
'then, Jlr. President, with your permiMJon, and that of my brother 
lieles, offer Ihe following as an oblation : — 
"The aat^red memory of Paul Revere, Jonathan Hunewell, John Cut- 
,lBa, Edward Tuckennan, Francis Wright, Samuel Gore, Edmund IJarl, 
moA Zaehariah Hicks, original members, elected by ihcir fellow usso- 
.eiatea, during a long series of years, to high and reetponaiblc oniceB of the 
.wsociaiion, meriting and receiving their highest confidence and unani- 
•IBOua thanks ; and now enjoying the blessed reward of faithful and soo- 
fCMful services, in another and a better world," 

You well know, Mr. President, thai many more departed mechanic 
worthies, who have done honor to Ihe offices to which they have been 
elected, and atlvanced the best interests of our association, might be 
added to the list, They cannol be forgotten, and will long live in grale- 
fal recollection. But the enumeration might take more lime than can be 
allowed to one subject, however dear and interesting. 

Still, Blr. President, I must ask your kind indulgence for another mo- 
ment, to give utterance lo my feelings in regard to our departed sires. 
Uoflt of ibem enjoyed the blessing of health, in addition to long life. 
Some of them exceeded by many years the limit of sacred writ, in ihe 
enjofinenl of numerous friends, and ihe comforta of life. Industry, im- 
pn>*ement. and perseverance in their callings, were added to benevo- 
lence and true charity to their fellow citizens ; — their patriotism was in 
the tented field of war — in peace, the halls of legislation. They de- 
fended the liberties, and advanced the prosperity of the nation ; and 
steadily advocated, by their voles, if not by their speeches, the great 
principles of constitutional liberty, law, and order, which had boon cra- 
dled in this consecrated hall, in which we now so peacefully and happily 
enjtiy the bulls of their labor. In imptoving the meichontc arta and 
msnofactuies ; in building, rit^ging, and arming oax glorious navy, thea 
in its infancy — Old Ironsides being especially their work; — and in iha 
strong advocacy of the constitution, they did much lo promote the glory, 
and advance the proepenly of tlieir beloved country ; and it is bul justice 
to add, thai in an eminent degree, their country cherished and honored 
them. Mciy all who love their memories, imitate their virtues and labors, 
and like ihem, be entitled to be hold in reverence and regard by all suc- 
ceed iog poalerily. 

The committee on lectures reported, that, in their opinion, 
it was ine.xpcdient to recommend a course of lectures for the 
ensuing aeason, — which was agreed to. 

The report of the committee of finance, for the year, ex- 
hibited in detail the following statement : — 
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Cerlificates of bank Stock in the treaaurer'fl b&nda J&n. 1, 1642, S1S,720 00 

Cash on hand, 870 M 

To which waa added, by vote of the ossocialion, the funds ac- 
cruing from the aeveral exhibilionn, 13,086 83 

£33,47! C6 
Ha received, during the year, from, — 

Bank dividends, «1,782 10 

AsseaBmenta and admission fees, . ■ ■ t,175 60 

Sale of tickets lo festival, 880 00 

Eent of ftuincy Hall, 1,674 78 

Sale orselteea, &c 686 00 

Donation from Mrs. Thaiter, vfidow of S. Thaxter, 39 00 6,837 Zt 

$39,713 04 

During the same time, the treasurer disbarsed the follow- 
ing sums : — 

To the conmiittee of relief, •900 00 

" " on lectures, 6M 36 

" « on schools, 89S 37 

To famiUes of deceased members, 920 00 

Plate presented to the lale ireasuror, 300 00 

Secretary's salary, 150 00 

Triennial festival, 1,131 M 

Printing, &c 434 1( 

Rent of Quincy Hall, 1,325 00 

Expenses of former exhibitions, 460 99 

»6,739 M 

The treasurer had a balance of cash on hand of $1,253 20, 
which, added to the bank stock at par, amoonted to 
839,713 04. 

Of this amount the secretary collected, in assessmeats 
$1,675 50, and for admission fees $180. There was still due 
from the members the enormous Bum of $1,802 50, — a 
greater sum than had ever been due before at any one pe- 
riod, — a fact certainly not very creditable to tbeir character 
for punctuality, 

The report of the committee states there were foarteen 
deaths of members during the year; but the treasurer's Re- 
count gives the names of only nine, viz ; — Nicholas Tower, 
Samuel Darling, William Bishop, Ebenezcr Waters, John C^ 
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ITtooston, Oliver Fernald, Zachariah Hicks, Augustus S. 
towley, and Samuel Thaster.' 
Three members were discharged at their own request, and 
^ne for delinquency. Eighteen candidatea were admitted : — 



Nathan Wheeler, Carpenter. 
I^Asa Davis, MalliemiLlical Instru- 

ment-niaker. 
(I^muel Lyon, Hatler. 

James L. Jones, Tin 'jil ale ■worker. 
riPater Hobart, jun. Cwpenler. 
wrancis Brendy, KIosud. 
IP£arles Woodbury, Mason. 
TEieniDel Milea Slandish, Maaon. 
(tfteatsTDs A. Goddnrd, Sbipamith. 

George ilews, Piaau-forle -maker. 



William Mitcheli, Cordwainer. 
Jiwpph L. Drew, Gold-beoler. 
Joseph M. Wightman, Philosophical 

Insiniment'inoker. 
John Marland, Andover, Manufae- 

George Ford, Blaeksmiih. 
Collins Stevens, Last-maker. 
David Miller, Black and While- 

Hmiih 
Joshua HoldeHj Painler. 
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, Aunnal meeting, January 5. The following members were 
elected to constitute the government : — 



James Clark, Preaiilent. 




Jonas Chickering, Vut-Pre»idtnt. 
John G. Roberta, 


Henry W, Dmion, Stentary. 
Ruel Baker, 


Henry N. Hooper, 
^T Kimball Gibson, 
V- Henry K. Haneoet, 
Hrtt' Holaud Cushiiig, 


Billings Briggs, 
Job Tumor, 
Asa Swallow, 

Trusteei. 



A special committee, appointed in October, of which Mr. 
Dajracott was chairman, submitted a report, — stating that. 



• S«mnel Thaller was b deBcendanl from Deacon Thomas Thaiter, wlio emrgraled 
fnm Eoglind ami >enM bi Hins^am 
indariDlbillowa. Ha wu Iwrn il 
ttc»hip wilb William William*, u manuruclurer o{ malhemalicnl and nmiiical inslni- 
meot*, in Bo»lon. Mr. Thnxler curried on thai businasa [lom ihe a^ of twrnly.one 
— many yvan m flnl, by hinueir, sad aAerwards in con- 



Deacon Thomas Thaiter, who 
35. Hi* lather wo* Samuel ' 
Kcember 13, I7u3. He iervei) i 



His 






nef,— 



menein; [n ISn,ani! ending nt his death, April 10, 1SI3, Hew 
•r IImMmouIs brotherhood, and, a* « ciliien, was noted Tor modest demeanor 
pfvUlyBod puncIuBlily in all itie concema ofhiieinets. His widow retumeil theruni 
- Cm to ba plaoed in tbe fund. 
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in their opinion, the time had arrived, when the honor as well 
as the beat interests of the association required that they 
should have a hall, suitable rooms for a library and modela, 
and such other conveniences as are required for an asaocia- 
tion composed of nearly eight hundred mechanics and mann- 
factnrers; — that as several places were then known on which 
a suitable building could be erected ; — and as present prices 
of materials for building, rendered the present a favorable 
one to commence such an operation; — they recommended 
to the association, that a committee be forthwith chosen and 
fully authorized to purchase such a lot of land as, in theit 
opinion, would be suitable for the erection of such a building 
as would meet the wanta of the association; and that Ihe 
treasurer be authorised to pay on their warrant the sum of 
Five thousand dollars, whenever the same maybe required to 
enable them to complete such purchase." 

The report was accepted by a unanimous vote, and the 
government, with the following members were eonstitoted a 
committee to act jointly in carrying out the provisions of the 
report, viz: — John P. Thorndike, William Eaton, Nathaniel 
Hammond, John G. Rogers, Icaac Harris, Thomas J. Shelton, 
Thomas Moulton, Robert Bacon, Clement Willis, Charles A- 
Wells, Jonathan Preston, and Uriel Crocker. The committee 
met for the purpose of organization and appointed sub-com- 
mittees, to make inquiries and surveys ; but nothing appears 
to have been eflected during the year. 

Pursuant to instructions from the government, an apart- 
ment in the Merchants' Exchange was hired at a rent of 
$200 a year, to which all books of record, reports and otht» 
documents, copperplates, seals, philosophical apparatus, SiC 
were removed, and the secretary was empowered to take the 
entire charge of the room, opening it for the use of the gov- 
ernment and any committees that might require it. The 
regular monthly meetings of the government were tbencefo^ 
ward held in that apartment. 

Mr. C. C. Nichols, a member of the association, then resid- 
ing at Northampton, made a tender to the association of b. 
collection of valuable books, to found a library, which was 



CHJtBtTAftLB HBeHAmC ASSOCIATION. 

n-fcrred to tlie committee on the library. At a subse- 
qm'iit meeting, it was voted, on motion of Mr. Hooper, 
" That the library committee be requested to ascertain wheth- 
er the association ever owned a library, and, if ao, how it was 
obtained, and what disposition was made of it." These in- 
striietiona produced the following report: — 

The commitiec on the library, to whom wns referred the subject of a 
letter from Mr, C. C. Nicbulii, offering as a iIoQatioii lo ihe MussaehiiAIIfl 
Cbaiitiible Mechanic Assorialion, a valuable set of booka, in case they 
deem il expedient lo eslubllah a library for the use of the menibere, beg 
leave moet respectfully to report : — 

Thai they have attended lo the duty assisjned them, and have thorough- 
ly exanuDed the records relative to the Apprenlieea' Library, and lind that 
it wae commenced by a donation of fourteen hundred volumes from Mr. 
William Wood, expresnij for the eat abli aliment of an apprentices' library, 
to be used solely by them, bul under the control of the government of Ihe 
association. Your committee find thnl lo this mumiicent donation of Mr- 
WikkI, thn lUAOciatioti have from time to lime made many valuable addi- 
tiona, and that in July, IS26, a donation of Two hundred dollars was re* 
ceived from Mr. Thomas Eaton ; and at differenl times several other indi- 
viduals have made valuable donations, which makes the library, at the 
preeeul time, a very valuable one, besides being of great advantage to 
that class uf young men, our apprentices, for whose benefit all the valua- 
ble donations have been made. 

Altliough your committee find that the whole expense of the library 
was for many years paid by the association, and that for a considerable 
time Ihe members of the government were required lo take ibelr turns 
once a week, to give out books to the boys and receive them when re- 
turned; yet all this seems (o have been done for the benefit of their ap- 
prentices, which was certainly most laudable and praiseworthy. This 
aysiem was carried on until .4pril 1 1, 1S32, at which time the whole library 
with ail its appurietuinces was put into the hands of the Apprentices' Li- 
brary Association, to be managed solely by them, so long as they do not 
abuse it; and since the above dale, your committee are happy to dnd, 
that ibey bare, in a most praiseworthy manner, conducted all the business 
of ihe tibtury without any expense (except insurance) to the association. 

Vour committee were instructed lo ascertain on what terms the asso- 
ciation hold the apprentices' bbrary ; and, after a strict examination, it is 
their opinion, thai they hold it only in trust, fur the sole benefit of their 
apprentices. 

Your committee feeling conscioui that a well re^ilated library, 
which all the members of the asaociation could have free access, would 
be for their moral and ialelleclual iroproremeut ; and, provided the ai 
eJKtion Micce ed in their present an^cipationa of building a halL bo that 
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ihey may have a pemwnent plans for the eBiublishmenl of surh a librstfy, 
your commitlee would most enrneslly tecomtnenJ ihat llie association ic- 
cept the doiialion oirered by Mr. C. C. Nichols, aa the commencemenl of 
iuch a library, on the terms he proposes. But as the asaociatjon is ril- 
uated at present, without a permanent home, and the cFtalilisbmeni of » 
library would subject them to much inconTonienco, by naneowswy re- 
morals, &c. your committee are of opinion, llmt ihe establislmieDl of ■ 
library at the present lime would not be practicable. 

Bespeclfully submitted. J. CHICKEHING, Cluurman. 

Boston, Jnne 14, 1843. 

An attempt was made to procure from the fanda of the 
association, or from the receipts of the next exhibition and 
fair, a donation of One thousand dollars, to aid in the pur- 
chase of a telescope for Harvard College. The application 
waa referred to a committee who reported in favor of it; bat 
wlion submitted to tiie association, it was indefinitely post- 
poned. 

The lease of Quincy Hall waa renewed for another term of 
three years. Several portions of it were let to companies aud 
individuals, the amount of whose several rents was $1,712 50: 
— the association reserving the right to use the premises 
for an exhibition and fair, should they deem it expedient to 
do so. 

Tbe association accepted an invitation from the Bunker- 
Hill Monument Aa3ociation, to join in the public ccremoiiicc 
to take place on the Seventeenth of June, in honor of the 
completion of the monument. A committee was appointed 
to procure a suitable standard to be borne in the procession. 
While the standard waa in the hands of the artist, Mr. Ami- 
strong signiBed a desire to make a present of it to Ihe asso- 
ciation. At nine o'clock on the morning of the seventeenth, \ 
about two hundred of the members assembled at Tremont 
Hall, and walked in procession to the residence of Mr. Arm- 
strong in Beacon-street; and being drawn up in front of the 
house, Mr. Armstrong appeared on the steps with the banner 
in his hand, and made an appropriate address, — observing 
that ho availed himself of the glorious occasion, from a long 
attachment to the association, to bestow upon it, as a me- 
mento of the day, the banner which he held in bis band. 
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fa H* closed, with a feeling expression of hta fervent wishes for 
pv^e prosperity of an association of which it had always been 
^•Ma pride to be a member. He then placed the banner in the 
P*J pod9 of the president, who replied as follows : — 

fc^** Respected and esteemed fellow associale ; — In accepting this beauli- 
prfAl and npprapriatD bfttiner, I tender to you for myself and in behalf of 
^ Uj associaler<, our united and cordial Lhanka. 

This gift, Sir, ia not to be estimated by ita mere coat in dollara and 
eents; il poasesses a Ta!ue to UB far above its pecuniary considerations. 
~ " valuable to us as bearing that molto, to which you have so happily 
alluded, A molw, Sir, bequeathed to us by our venerated preJecessora. 
" of Ihem took a prominent part in that great and glorious conlesl, 

which, (under divine favor,) secured to us the blesainga we now enjoy ; 
■^re esteem it valuable, Sir, as a token of j'our regard. And we prize it 
tiio more highly, coming, as it does, from one of our old, long tried, and 
^futbful members ; one who, like the great and ever memorable Franklin, 
liM, by the force of his own oxertiona and the cultivation of his lalsnts, 
raised himself from the humble station of the printer's boy, to occupy, 
I mad to adorn, aome of the most important trusts in the gift of his fellow 
eilizena. 

And, Sir, we anticipate the hope, that the remembrance of this gift will 
prove valuable, by inciting in us, and in those who may succeed ua, a re- 
nawed impulse, and a stronger desire, to emulate those virtues, and those 
exertions which have led to Ruch happy and useful reaulls. 

In closing this brief reply, permit me again to thank you, and to assure 
you, that this tribute of your regard, and the kind sentiments, with which 
you have accompanied il, will be duly appreciated and held in grateful 
remembrance by your bmlher associates, and to express to you our beat 
wishes for your continued prosperity and happiness. 

Hespected associate, (addressing the standard-bearer) : You have been 
appointed to the high and distinguished honor of being the first to unfurl 
to the breeze this new and splendid banner. It is the gift of a friend and 
fellow assoi^iate, — a friend endeared to us for his private virtues and his 
public services. I need not remind you, Sir, how highly we prize il, but 
1 entrust it into your hands with the fullest confidence that you duly esli- 
m«te its value, and the importance of guarding, protecting, and if need be, 
of defeodiog il, even to the hazard of your life. 

The banner was then delivered to Mr. John Boles, (the 
atandard-bcarer of the day,) who made some appropriate re- 
marks in reply to the president ; and the association occupied 
its appointed place in tlie grand procession. 

At the quarteriy meeting, October 7, S. Fairbanks submit- 
ted the annexed preamble and resolution, which were uuaol- 
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JL xusiK^oifnx zc MJX xfg^sxdicm iar aid to the libniy of 
sgoRonicss. & ioieieiik ccoauaee vas niMd, wiio woe 
^Rcoffii or AMBHiasr ae fvovcccaad icpoft mt the nextnieet- 
Bisr> r^»f ftxT'mrr -w^s- SctcowL by a Tote. to stete io the 
3cc;^-:t*i*.nx 5:r Tfie iirc srsast. laax thete would be a report 
Kox Tie fcwLil JctriT'-TKe abew^-iDefidooed. A Tote was 
piKSBeiL jisfcffTrr * Tfarff Lminfitf dUkm in the haods of the 
OMSizLisiM. A> '3« x«ed :: x:«i of zbe appmitices- library, if 
ia»f J i»f^c:i :: eiT«^i'.-f2-"' Iz bes-il: of th^ comminee, F. W. 
Li_T»,-vLr. '11, zii-3* 1 r?c»:r:. fr?^ which it appeared that 
* :2'f rcci:ii;:r*f iii r-r.-^ii^i :of the nse of the library 
xrcc: rs": i-3dr*i T.-^-nesw xai expended One hundred and 
*:\*T i..*,^Lr* ."■: zz-* irc^'cciiiicc of Three hnndred placed at 
titfcr i.5c«.>sL. — i**r^ per=i:**£on to retain the balance in 
ti-;:r biri* :jc rir::'- :i*e, if required:" — which report was 

A >::*:.:.:.'-> ^5: r: wis niide to collect the anearages of 
i^Liiqu^'-: r-rm^-cr** bu*. a* ;he next report of the secretary 
erioc^^i. wi:h no <Gvve:!i«w A comminee examined the ac- 
cviuii:^ o:' :he !:;e reiver** aai found thai there were about one 
huiuirtxi and df:y. who?e arreara^res a moan ted to more than 
Six dollar^ each. Tne:^ aecoun:< were placed in the hands 
of a cv^Ilecior : <oroe of the deliuqcents paid, others promised, 
and eight, who>e arrears amounted in the aggregate to 
One hnndred and fooneen dollars, were ^ dishonorably dis- 
charged.^ 
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The government levied upon themselves an assessment of 
Seventy-five dollars, in equal portions on each member, to- 
wards the payment of the rent of the society's room in the 
Merchants' Exchange, where they had held their monthly ■ 
meetings. 

The net income for the year was $4,479 48; the expondi- 
tore, 84,48!S 47 : the whole amount of funda, $36,447 63. 
The secretary collected in assessments $868, and for adrnis- 
Bion fees $10o; total $973. The committee of relief expend- 
ed in donations to forty individuals $1,060; — the school 
committee $000 19. 

Bight candidates only were admitted, viz : — 

George W. Hnjnes, WheeKvrighl, Israel Larkin, Maat and Spar- 
Sherlock Spooner, Cabinel-maker. maker. 

C«lna W. Haven, Painter. RicOianl Paine, Springlield, Ma- 
John Cashing, Mast ajid Spar- chinist. 

maker. Samuel Clarkoj Plumber. 
Alfred S. Sanborn, Carpenter. 

Three were discharged at their own request. Nine mem- 
bers died, George W, Skerry, Aaron Rand, Joseph Willcut, 
Andrew P. Young, Amasa Murdock, Josiah Parsons, Charles 
Lincoln, jun.* Christopher Gore, and Warren Gill. 

In closing their report, the committee of finance say, " the 
amount due for assessments is $3,'337, and exceeds the sum 
due at the close of the last year $534 43. Your committee 
feel impressed with the importance of having a more efficient 
and prompt mode of collecting the assessments, and recom- 
mend the subject to the attention of the government. 

• Charie* Lincoln, jun. served on appreniieeehip with Gerry FRirbeolii. He wai 
appojated, by Governor Lincoln, warden o[ Ibo slale-prisou, >nd held ihe ofRce wma 
yean. Hii perlbrmance ot ils duLies rhowetl him to be a man of mild, amiable, and 
bamiDc deponmenl ; but these virlues did nol secure hiia from an unprovoked and 
violeol deaili by llie hand of a priaoaer. 
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18 4 4. 

January 4. Annual meeting. " The president, from ihe 
special committee on the Hall, presented and read a report, 
which gave a full account of the doings of the committee, 
from the time of its appointment," The eommitfee were 
requested to continue their labors. An attempt was made to 
diwharge the committee, which was decided in the negative. 

Kesolations, that the Fourth Exhibition of American man- 
ufactures, be held during the month of September next, — 
that the government be a committee with full power to make 
the necesaary arrangements, — and that the sura of Five 
thousand dollars be appropriated for that object, — were of- 
fered by F. W. Lincoln, jun. and carried by a Qnanimotu 
vote. 

The following officers were chosen: — 



James Clark, Preiidtnt. 

William Eulon, VKe-PTetidmt. 
Henry K. Hancock, 
Roland Cushing, 
Ruel Baker, 
Billiiiys Bri-'s, 
Job Turner, 



Osmyn Brewster, TrtoMvrt*. 
Henry W. Dmton, StertUtrif. 

Afo. Swnllow, 

Jonaihan Preston, 

John Bulea, 
William Sleams, 

Tnulttt. 



The first act of the new government was to direct the sec- 
retary to make out all bills amounting to Two dollars and 
upwards, and place them in the hands of a collector. Tbelr 
next act was to propose rules and regulations for the Exhi- 
bition and Fair, and the adoption of the necessary prelimi- 
narics therefor. 

April 11. Quarterly meeting. The president presested 
the following report: — 



The 



for a hall, for the nsMof 
Lis fuuda, liave attended la 



e appointeil lo purchi 
, anil the safe 
that duty, and ask leave to rnport ; — 

That soon after llieir re-;tppuinlraenl, they organized, and ttppninted t 
sub -com mil tee conBiBling of five, viz. Messrs. Darntcutt, Rayner, HcAl- 
lisler, Preslon and Briggs. This committee eulered on tlieir duty wilh 
renewed zeal and activity, and subseqiienlly, at several meetings, n-port- 
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ed a number of loU of land, which were duly tonaider^d by the goneml 
coRimiltee, dub of which, (the Mtunnic Temple,) the sub-commitlee were 
direcled lo purchase, at a sum not exceeding Fifty thousand linllars, Thia 
otTer was made lo the proprietors, and was by them declined. After a. 
cftreful consideration, and on examination of all the lola known Ic your 
commiltee, which it was thought mighi answer the purpose, and the ad- 
Tantageu of each discussed at full meetingB of the coroiniltee, they hava 
fiiiaJly purchased the site on Bowdoia-square, corner ol Bullinch- street, 
known as the Booit estate, for the sum of Forly-six thousand dollars ; fiTe 
thousand of which is lo be paid when the title is examined iind proved 
satisfactory, and the balance when the deed is completed and possession 
given, which will be about the first of June next The lot contains be- 
tween sixteen and seventeen thousand feet of land; it is well situated, 
both for liight and air, having an open square in front, and a street on the 
south-east side. It is not far from the centre of the present populaliou of 
the city, and is large enough to put on a building sufiicieDt not only for 
the present, but for the future growth and wants of the association. There 
is on the lot a large briak dwelling-house, extensive stables, &c. built in 
the most costly style, the materials of which are estimated to be worth 
from three to live thousand dollars. Vour committee deem it a safe pur- 
chase, and possessing greater advantages, on the whole, than any lot that 
has oome under their notice, and it is believed that the land alone will 
sell for as much as they gave for the whole if the buildings are taken off, 
and the land judiciously laid out into house-lots. 

It will be recollected, thai your commiltee were only authorized to 
pnrchjue a sile for a Hall, and no authority was given them to erect a 
building thereon. Having accomplished this diilicult and importonl duty, 
it would ill accord with the views of your committee, or with what they 
believe to be the wishes of the association, to let the matter rest with the 
mere purchase of the land. They believe it to be for the interest of the 
association, now to proceed in this lon^-delayed project, the first step to 
which is now so favorably commenced. F.nterlaining these views, your 
committee trust, thai they will not be deemed as transcending their duty, 
in recommending Ihe pasrtage of ihe following resolve. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, by direction of Ihe commiltee. 
JAMES CLAKK, Chairman. 

The report was unanimously accepted. The following re- 
solution was then proposed : — 

" Resolved, That immediate measures be adopted to erect 
a baildiog on the lot named in the foregoing report, in a style 
and of a size becoming the association." 

The resolution caused considerable debate. Some mem- 
bers called for further information, and wished the committee 
43 



_i 



ANNALS DP TUB MASSACHI 



to propose n more definite plan, and to exhibit a calcnlalton 
of the profits likely to accrue from the specnlatton ; — one of 
the committee gave a fnll exposition of their view^, of the 
advantages of the locality, it» central and commanding ^itaa' 
tion, and the inducements that led the committee to make the 
purchase. Several members advocated the passage of the 
resolution, and it finally passed by a vote nearly unanimon!. 
Mr. Fairbanks, after some preliminary remarks, submitted the 
following votes, which, after an unaucceesfui attempt to 
amend them, were carried in the afRrmative: — 

Voted; Tliat the resolution jusl passeJ, be referred back to ihe commil- 
tee trlio repurled it, with full powers lo appoinl a building committee, 
ond adopt such other meaaures as may be necessary for the speedy eiec- 
ticm and eomplelion of the building, and that lliey be, and Uiey heiebf 
are, nuthori/ed and empowered lo eell such porlion of the lotiil and ra*^ 
terials as, in their judgement, will not be needed for Itie building, and that 
tliey be further empowered lo raise money, by mortgaging llie property, 
on such terms and for euch time aa they shall deem advisable ; and alio 
thai they be authorized to receive voluntary Eubseripliona and donalioos 
from members and othora, toward the object, on such terms and on sudi 
conditions as they may deem for the interest of the aasociation. 

Voted, That the president and vice-president of the aasociation he «nil 
they hereby are authorized and empowered to sign, in behalf of the asso- 
ciation, all papers which may become necessary lo carry into effect tho 
foregoing vote. 

Voted, That the sum of Twenty thousand dollars, (in addition to ths 
Five thousand already appropriated,) be appropriated towards the par- 
ohaae of the land, and Lbe erection of the building; and that ihe trea»- 
lirer be, and he hereby is, directed to pay the same to the order of th« 
committee, on the purchase of the site, when they shall retjuire the same 
for the purposes aforesaid. 

Voted, That the treasurer be, and he hereby is, anthoriied to sell, andn 
tha direction of the commitleo of finance, such portions of the slonk of 
the association, as will be necessary lo pay the foregoing appropriation. 

Voted, That Ihe commillee bo empowered lu enlarge thoir number if 
Ibey deem it expedient. 

The Fourth Exhibition and Fair. Soon after their ap- 
pointment, the government, acting as a board of nianagcre, 
commenced operations, by subdividing their whole board into 
sub-committees, and assigning to each its peculiar duties. 
Circulars, setting forth the objects of the association, with 
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I rales and regulations to be observed at the exhibition, were 
I transmitted to all the principal manufacturing establish men ta 
in the New-England states. Charles A. Wells was appointed 
I to the important otGce of actuary, and devoted most of his 
I time during the summer to the undertaking, advising and co- 
I operating with the managers. He visited many of the man- 
I ufacturing towns, with a view of awaltening an interest in the 
I objects of the association, and inducing manufacturers and 
I mechanics to send specimens of their goods and machinery. 
Faneuil Hall and Quincy Hall were united, as before, by a 
bridge, designed and esecuted by Caleb & T. W. Pratt, mem- 
bers of the association, for which the managers awarded 
them a gold medal. The exhibition was opened to the pub- 
lic on Monday, September 16. The opening was announced 
by the firing of a salute, by the Columbian Artillery. It was 
closed on Saturday evening, September 9S. It was visited 
by more than sixty thousand persons, admitted by tickets. 
Including the contributors, judges, members of the associa- 
tion and their families, guests, &c. it was estimated that the 
whole number of visitors did not fall short of seventy thou- 
sand. The number of contributors to the exhibition was 
thirteen hundred and seventy-three, — an excess of two hun- 
dred and seventeen over the numbers at the preceding exhi- 
bition. Invitations to visit the exhibition were sent to the 
Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, the American and Mechanic 
Institutes of New- York, and to all the mechanic associations 
in the New-England states. Many distinguished individuals 
w^ere also present by invitation. The amount received for 
tickets of admission was Fifteen thousand one hundred and 
thirty-two dollars. On the evening of September 26, George 
Liunt, Esq. of Newburyport, at the request of the managers, 
delivered an address, on the progress of the mechanic arts, 
for which the managers awarded him a gold medal and a 
diploma. 

The entire receipts of the year, from the ordinary sourceaj and 

(rom the exhibition, were S20,H06 65 

And the whole amount paid out daring the year, . > 13,379 58 

Leariag a balance in favor of the funds of ... . 87,227 07 




That portion of the gross receipts collected by tbe eecre* 
tary consisted of ^270 for admission fees, and $1,519 of the 
sum due for quarterly asacssments. 

The whole amount of the funds at the end of the year was 
839,343 53. 

Geqrgi-: N. BniGos, governor of tbe state, waa admitted an 
honorary member. 

The committee of relief extended their charity to forty-one 
families, amounting to $1,026 10. 

Thomas Tirrell, Charles C. Nichols,* "William Carry, John 
B. Phelps, Josiah Faxon, George Redding, Jacob Amee, 
Samuel Stcbbins, and Horace Dupee, appear, from the treas- 
urer'a books, to have died in the course of the year. Three 
members were honorably discharged, and twenty-six were 
discharged for non-payment of aasessments. The following 
candidates were admitted; — 



John Clarke, Plumber. 
Ira Goodrich, Tailor. 
James Dyer, Tailor. 
Willard Soars, Carpenter. 
Junes Fitch, Carpenter. 
Charles 0. Downiiig, Cnrpenter. 
F. C. Bayuiond, Waich-maker. 
James M. Raymond, Plumber and 

Andrew J. Gavelt, Brass- found or. 
Thomas Gooding, Brass -founder. 



Joseph G. Johnson, Carpenter. 
Enoch Plummer, Bridge-builder. 
Charles C. Judson, Carpenter. 
Thomas W. Pratt, Engineer. 
Samuel T. Cushing, Mathematical 

Insirumeiit-maker. 
Alfred C, Chitds, Gilder. 
John Flanders, Wobum, Shoe-man- 

ufaclurer 
George Coolidge, Printer. 
William W. Emenon, Hoitdressei. 



• CbarlesC. Nichols wtui nnlire of Sprin^llcld, and lenmed Die irade at a wlui 
in the »hop of ■ Mr. FowIb of NonliBmpIon. He came lo Boalon toon afWr he WM 
TrM!. ■nd set ap buBineu in pulnerihip wllh Cb«lEr Ctapp, in emi^rani aUo from 
Nonhamplon. Tito partncnbip conlinued many yean, and produced, for boih part- 
ners, compeleDce, if nol wealth. On lu (liuuluiion, abuiil the year ISIS, Ml. NKhdi 
opened a alors for the sale of fancy good*, and aller a aeaion retired to an elegaal 
rural relreal at Nonhaniptoii, where he ended his day*, fie never enjayvtl fobuil 
health, hill waa alwaye active and Industrious, and accuinulnled a baadsome pi^ 
perty, which he enjoyed in a genieel and 'ilwral manner. He had been ■ Inislee aad 
aecrelBry of the B*iHKlalion. and made aeveral gills lo the library fur sppreniicea. H> 
gave evidence of publio spirit by hi* contribulioos lo promole improvcmeDls in lu aa- 
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I January 7. Annual meeting. The committee oq the sub- 
lect of a Hall ofTered a report of their proceedings, with the 
liccompanying documents, as followa: — 

'^ The eommltlee on the subject of erecting a Hall, reapoctfiilly report a 
ftlittf Blalement of their doings up to the present time. 

* At Ihe quarterly meeting of the association in April last, yonr commit- 
poe reported that they had purchased the " Bootl Estatti," in Bowduin- 
nqniue, and that Ihey expected to have the tills deeds by the first of June 
fiien next ensuing. 

* TTie report was accepted by the association, and, after discussion, Totes 
nrere passed giving the committee full power to make all the arrange- 
'Aisats necessary for erecting the building thereon. 

la pursuance nf these voles, your commiltee immediately held a meet- 
ing, and after due deliberation appointed a aub-committee of five, to wit : 
Messrs. Darracotl, Briggs, Turner, and McAllaster, lo procure plans and 
eslimates for the building, examine the title, &c. and to report to' the 
general committee as soon aa practicable. Owing to unforeseen difficul- 
ties in regard to the title of the land, tho committee were not called to- 
gether until the twentieth of December, at which time the sub-commillee 
made a report, and in order that the association may have a full knowl- 
edge of the causes which retarded their operations, the report is herewith 
presented ; — 

"The commiltee who were directed to purchase for the use of the as- 
sociation the land and buildings on Bowdoin-square, known aa the Booll 
estate, ask leave to submit to the general committee an account of their 
doings up to this time, and the reasons which have operated lo produce so 
great s delay in completing the purchase. In order to make this clear to 
the committee, it will be necessary to give a short history of the whole 
transaction. 

" It is known to the committee, that an agreement was made with Mr. 
J. W. Boott, to purchase the estate for a specified sum, and also that Mr. 
William Lawrence had agreed with the committee to purchase from the 
association such pari of the land as Ihey might not want for the use of 
the building, paying therefor a pro rata price per foot for whatever part 
might be deeded to him. 

" By the will of Mr. Kirk Boott this estate was given to his wife during 
her life. At her death it was to revert to his children, with a proviso that 
if it was necessary for the comfort or support of his wife, this estate might 
be Bold and a smaller one purchased for her use. Now as this want had 
not occurred, a deed would only be valid by obtaining a release from all 
the heirs at law, and as there had been some dissatisfaclion on the part of 




m of t&e kein, tbey nfnati ta join in lh« ft«ed of release exeapt npn 
mtaia Mct^tMS. To ibeee eoaditiaaa the exMutor deranrred, and ikai 
tha whole b »i]ii w w has Hnuned h Hatm fee uaiil Monday of ihia vt^ 
w^B * eoMfnaiie aaaag tte keiie «■• edJMted, oondiUaniag ihal (duj 
exeevlM •bovU leaigK Ua mrt, end llie pcopeny nflpf ihe eale «( On 
•state AevU be baaalRFad to ■ tnatee, who should hold the sameEarribf 
benrfi ef iheae to wha^ it ihenM be fonnd to ai-erae. 

' New ■■ ttis MaftB •( the cam U wu fennd necesa^iy Tor the deed* b 
pans to aoow oee dnnag the continiMiice irf Mr. J. W. Boott'a execolv- 
dap, far m» one ebe et«M bjr the will be aathoriicd to ir&tiftrer the prap- 
a*^, ami 4m widopw and tw« of the wuu being in England, the papm 
fiv tfteit tJT'Ti^'— BHHt be fbtwmided bjr the steamer which nuW ot 
WeJaaeJay, ami aa ear kf^ adriser decided that a. deed in mctm 
weald net be valid, and aa il would hare been eniirel}- out of the pcwM 
of joat eenaiiltoe to have explained to the general conuniiiee so as fullj 
to haie made then aeqoainted |nith] the particulars of Ihla intricaU 
tnnsaclion, and hare procated the funds for the payment, in the few 
hcKin which interrena beiweea this compromise and the sailing of die 
aleamer, there remainml bat ods other course for the committee to putsof^ 
Til. to find some peraoa who had confidence enough in the purchase U 
take the deeds, pay fur the estate, and keep it himself^ provided the smo- 
ciation ahould demur to the purchase in consequeoce of the delay, ud 
who would re-convey to Ihe associaEion the qnantity tbey might deem 
necessaiy at the tame pro rala price which he gave (or the whole. 

" This, afiet aome delay, William Lawrence, Esq. agreed to do, and 
Ihe title to the estate now reels with him ; and occompnaying this report 
u a letter directed to one of yooi committee, offering to the association 
•nvh pari as they may decide to lake, at the same price agreed on wilh 
Mr. Boon. 

In behalf of the committee, GEORGE DARRACOTT, CAtwwm. 

ftMlon,DW.20, 1844," 

Boilon, Dtt. 19, 1S44. 
GsoKQB DiBRicoTT, Esq. 

DaiR Sir, — I have taken a deed of the Booll estate, and am ready la 
giTe the Mechanic Association a deed uf any part of the same which 
they may want for their own acc^nunodalion, at the price agreed open 
with Mr. Boott, provided ihey determine on or before the first day of 
February next 

Youra wilh greal respect, WILLIAM LAWRENCE. 

Mr. DarnicotI, chaiiman of the sub-comtnitlee, also presented a letter 

from His Honor Martin Brimmer, expressing his deep inieresl in ihe 
of a Hall, and his desire to confer with a committee of the osso- 
n the subject 
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.J Dbib Sir, — Feeling a deep inlereBl in ihe ereclion of the H all pro- 
posed to be erecled by the Charitable Meolianic AssoL'iation, I tun desit- 
9tia Lhnt it should he catislrucled on a scale commensurate with the re- 
qutfements of the aasocialion, and that it should be at Ihe same lime bd 
ttmantent and aa honor to the city. A building of the description pro- 
]Kieed mil, as you inform me, exceed the present funds of the association. 
A plan is matured of raising forty or Hfty tliousand dollais in aid of the 
funds of the society, in a manner which I have no doubt would be most 
acceptable to the association. 

I should be glad to confer with a, sub-commtttes of the association 
upon this nubjeot at as early a day as will suit their convenience. 

Very respeclfully your obedient servant, M. BRIMMER. 

Gkokge D*HKAcoTr, Esq. Chairman of Sub-Committet. 

Boston, Dec. 19, 1844. 

Several plans for a building designed for the Bowdoin-square lot were 
UM^pesented by the a ub- committee, but, owing to the delay in obtain- 
HMfefWd title and the great uncertainly of its ever being obtained, the 
S^IBEttae had not fully determined on either. 

.Alter a free interchange of views, the report, with the letters of Messrs. 
Lawrence and Brimmer, were recommitted to the same committee, to 
which the president was joined, with instructions to confer with His Honor 
Martin Brimmer on the subject, as expressed in his lelter. This com- 
mittee subsequently made a report, which is aa follows : — 

" The committee to whom was referred a report of the Bub-coramiltee 
on the subject of the purchase of land in B owdn I o -square, and also the 
letter of William Lawrence, Esq. and His Honor Martin Brimmer, touch- 
ing the same subject, with instructions to call on Mr. Brimmer and ascer- 
tain his views, have attended to the duty, and briefly report : — 

" Thai in their interview with Mr. Brimmer, he expressed a strong de- 
sire that the contemplated project of erecting a Hall which should be an 
honor to the mechanics and at the same time an ornament lo the city, 
should be carried into elfect, and that many others with whom he had 
conversed shared the feeling in common with him ; tliat iho subject bad 
been much talked of, and that ha had given great attention to it, and that 
he was fully authorized by one individual, {whose name he was not at 
liberty to mention,} to say that be would give Ttnenty Ihomand dollars to- 
wards the object, on the condition that the further sum of Twenty thou- 
sand dollars should be given by others, conditioned also that a school 
should be establi.ihed in the building for the benefit of apprentices. He 
was also further pleased to say, that, from the interest manifested in ihe 
object, he had no doubt that this sum could be readily obtained, and that 
he would cheerfully render hia aid towards its accomplishment 

"The result of this meeting was highly satisfactory to your committee, 
and left no doubt on their minda that the sum of Twenty thousand dollars 
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A u klready ■pprafwialdd for (he object, and that ihc 
farthM wm ti Twenty ihonaud iloJIara will b« furthcoming in seawD bi 
tiM eompbtiM «f lb* bniMins, ami ih« conditions aucb that the a«w>ci>- 
tion will ehaarfvllf OMOplr with thorn. 

" In aoeonUlKM will) Ais opinion, they nwcrmnicnd th^ the report com- 
nutted 10 tb««a b* aeMpl«nl, and the sub-commitlee who reported it be 
■Htl)iiri<»ti to pUTohtw* of Mr. lAwn-nre, on the tonns staled in hi« lettu, 
•noh portion of thf> land as they shall deem necessary for the propoMd 
building, aiid tliot they be in»trurled lo repott such other measam a 
Aajr dMm ttaces a ary for tho enwtion of the building ihn coming seaMO. 
Bjr otdet of the oommiliee. JAMES CLARK." 

AfW lh* Ibrasotng was written, the committee received a letter from 
His Honor Hartin Btimmer, whioh it will be seen corroborates the slale- 
BMBt nitd* by your committee, and which they now present as pan d 
lUanpott;— 

Boston, Dec. 23, IB41. ' 

Sia. — A lr<■nlll^man of this city, undervlanding ihat the Charitable Ma- 
okanie A<<!otLation are making pr«'paraliuQS lo erect a Hall for the ub 
tiM Micipty and for other purposi»k on a scale worthy the associalioo uul 
of the city, and leaniinK thai the means of the association are not at pi 
•at aJequale to the ervclion of an edifico of the proposed msgnitude, 
and willing to aaaoeiaie himself and his name with an undertaking so 
honorable to the city and the mechanics of Boston, proposes, if it meets 
the apprabaiion of the association, and not otherwise, lo present lo 
association, for the purchase of a lot of land in Bowdoia-tquare and for 
the erection theteon of an appropriate building, the aum of Twenty thon- 
a«nd dollars, on the following conditions : — 

I. That SSO.OOO more shall be raised for the same purpose. 

3. Thni a school shall be kept for at least fire months in the year, free 
lo meohnnies' apprentices, in whicJi shall be taught the taws of moliao, 
tho principles of construction, the properties of matter, chcmiBtty iia con- 
neeied with the arts and manufactures, drawing, wtih snch other btanohes 
as the government of the association may deem essential lo the education 
of mechanic apprentices, to be hereafter matured and arranged, and that 
the building contain rooms proper and convenient for these purposes. 

Tliese propo«iiions are made on the supposition thai they meet the pre- 
viously entertained Tiews of the committee and of the association, and for 
(he purpose of enabling it to erect an edifice which shall be on honor to 
the society and an ornament to the city. If tliese proposals meel with the 
approval of ihe committee, I am prepared lo take such future steps as shall 
enable the committee lo carry the proposed plan into early elTecl. 

With the best wishes for ibo welfan* and success of the association and 
with the offer of my eervices to promoie iheir interests, I remain your obe- 
dient servant, M. BRIMUER. 

JkUts Clark, Esq. 
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^'tflriUbe seen ihal Ihe report last read poncluiles in reoonimending 
e Rub-eommillBe be aiilharized to pure-hose of Mr. Lawrence, au 
ms staled in his letter, such portion of the land m they shall deem 
Ittecessary for the proposed building, and to report such measures ae they 
lOeeni necessary for the erection of a building ihe coming season. After 
te free discussion, the question on accepting the report was taken by yeaa 
and nays, and pitssed unsnirooualy, — Iweniy-one members present. 

By the foreffoing statement il will be seen that, with tlie assislnnce of 
WLIiiam Lawrence, Esq. the association were placed in a sjlualioa which 
left ihem at liberty to take as much of the land as they desired for their 
purpose, or if they determined not to lake any, he would keep the whole ; 
Slid that your committee voted unanimously to purchase the land. 

Il will also he perceived, by the letters that haro been read, thai an 
offer is made, by a gentleman of this city, tlirough His Honor Martin 
Brimmer, {if it meets the approbation of the association,) to present to 
them the sum of Twenty thou.sand dollars, and assurances of asaiMance 
to raise a. further sum of Twenty thousand dollars, is proffered by Mr. 
Srimmer, thus giving strong reason for believing that a large amount will 
be raised for the object, which, with the funds of the association and the 
amount it is (air to presumn will be raided by individual members, will 
enable us to put up a building, and establish aschool and other appliances, 
for the improvement of young mechanics, and be highly u»eful and hon- 
orable to the association, and a great benefit to those who are hereafter to 
occupy OUT places ; and your committee cannot but hope thai this gen- 
erous and noble proposal will meet with your warmeflt approbation. 

Your committee, having thus stated all the facts they deem essential, 
they close their report by expressing the hope that Iheir doings will be 
satisfactory to die association, and that further time will be allowed them 
to complete the object of their appointment. 

In behalf of the committee. JAMES CLAHK, ChatTman. 

Boiton, Jan. 2, 1845. 

Thanks to Mr. Brimmer for his profTered eervicea were 
nnanimou-sly voted. A committee, — president, vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer, — was appointed to confer with Mr. Brim- 
mer concerning the aid proposed iu his communications of 
December 19 and 23, towards the erection of the Hall. 
The officers elected for the year were : — 
George G. Smith, Prtsident. Osmyn Brewster, Treoiurtr. 

WiUiara Eaton, Vice-PrtsitUnt. John G. Rogers, Sterttmy. 



Billings Briggs, 


William Stearns, 


Job Turner, 


John Green, jun. 


Asa Swallow, 


James VVentworth, 




Seth Simmons, 


John Boles, 


Tnutin. 
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Mr. Preston resigned in March, and the vacancy was filled 
by the election of William Washburn. 

Fifteen hundred dollars were placed at the disposal of the 
committee of relief. 

There was a special meeting of the government, January 6. 
" Voted, That the members of the association be requested to 
attend the funeral of the late venerated member and past 
president, the Hon. Benjamin Russell, on the eighth instant. 
Voted, That the president and vice-president be a committee 
to make all necessary arrangements whereby the association 
may participate in a becoming and respectful manner, in the 
funeral services of their late lamented brother member." 
Most of the members attended the funeral of Mr. Russell, and 
formed the prominent feature in the funeral procession. 

The government directed the secretary to make out a quaj- 
terly statement of the condition of the " Blue Book,"* and 
report it to the government. 

February 12. The treasurer received, and read to the gov- 
ernment, a letter from the Hon. William Sturgis, enclosing a 
check for One thousand dollars; — which was accepted and 
suitably acknowledged. 

February 19. The government appointed the following 
members " a committee to solicit and receive subscriptions 
and donations from members of the association," to aid in 
the erection of a Hall, viz: — Charles Wells, Samuel T. 
Armstrong, Daniel Messiuger, Joseph T. Buckingham, Ste- 
phen Fairbanks, George Darracott, Joseph Lewis, James 
Clark, David Francis, John Rayner, Charles Leighton, Charles 
A. Wells, Jonas Chickering, Simon Wilkinson, Isaac Haxiis, 
Joseph 8. Read, Enoch Hobart, John Wells, Seth Thaxter, Al- 
pheus Carey, Benjamin Loring, James McAllaster, William 
Beal, and Uriel Crocker. 

Quarterly meeting, July 3.f John Snelling offered the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolutions: — 

M A pbraee wbic 
Usi oC members, w 
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Whereas, by ihe Jealh of Andrew JackBon, kle president of these 
Oiuted States, the couniry has last ona of her diitlin^uished bohb, and, in 
common with the American people, and as members of the Massachu- 
setts Charitable Mechanic Asaocialian, we deeply deplore hia loss, and 
empathize with his afflicted family and friends ; — 

Therefore, Reiolval, Thai we will accept the invilation, tendered by 
the city authorities, to join with them in paying the last tribute of respect 
lo his memory for his services to his counCiy, by a, public demonstration, 
on Wednesday next. And that notice be given in Ihe public papers of 
the city of ihe time and place of meeting, that may be agreed upon by 
the goremment. 

VoUd, That the above be entered upon the journal of Ihe association. 

In accordance with these proceedings a meeting was noti- 
fied to be held at the Boott House, on the day appointed for 
the funeral ceremonies. Attended by about fifty members. 

September 2. Special meeting. The committee appoint- 
ed to confer with Mr. Brimmer, [see page 335,] presented the 
fi^owing letter from that gentleman : — 

Boston, Aug. 26, 1S4S. 

Sir, — In conformity with ray olTer to the committee of the Charitable 
Mechanic Association, to use my beat eadeavors to aid ihem in carrying 
into effeol their views in relation lo the erection of a Hall for the accom- 
modation of the Bsaocialion, and for the reception of a free school for ap- 
prentices, &c. in conformity lo the liberal views of Ihe Hon. Abbott Lav^- 
rence, I caused, booq after the purchase of the Boolt estate, a subscription 
book to be prepared, and application to be made to aevetail gentlemen lo 
give their aid in carrying out Ihe design of the association. But, owing 
to the delay in obtaining a title to the estate and to some other circum- 
stances, those exeriions were for a time suspended. Wlien the title to 
the estate had been acquired, and the association was prepared with 
plans, the subject was again assumed. A circular was prepared and sent 
to about forty gentlemen of known influence and liberality, stating the 
object of the association, and inviting them lo aid by their liberality in 
carrying these views into effect. This circular, a copy of which is en- 
closed, was submitted to the president of the association, and met with 
his approbation. Mr. Caleb Hartshorn was employed lo call on those 
gentlemen niih a subscription book, and to receive Iheir voluntary aid in 
promotion of the proposed measure. In consequence of the absence of 
many of tiie gentlemen from town, Mr. Hartshorn has seen only about 
twenty of the number to whom the circular was addressed ; but 1 regret 
to say, that from ihose on whom Mr. Hartshorn has called, he has not 
received any subscription. Three thousand dollars have been offered by 
gentlemen, whoso names are inscribed in the book which I now submit 
lo the government, including Five hundred dollars from T. B. Waies, Esq. 
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whose Qune has sot yet been aHiied. In confonnity with ym 
now tranamil to you ihe papers in relation to the subject, in ocdet thai the 
government may hnve an opportrinity of taking such mflasuies «s in llie 
stale of the ease ihey may deem expedient. And 1 take lliis oppoilanity 
to express to you and to the gOTemment, my deep regret tlial so litllo 
success has attended the elTorls which have liccn made to carry into effpei 
the views of the iissDciation in relation to a project in whicli I feel a deep 
interest and which 1 deem so important to lUe process and baj^inecw of 
our community. 

Very respeolfully Sir, your obedient sorranl, M. BRIMMER. 
Geo&ob G. Smith, E«q. Pruidtiit of tht Massaehuaelts 
CharittAk Meckaiue Anotialion. 

Another special meeting was held, September 17, when 
"the president, in behalf of the government, read to the meet- 
ing a statement, embracing a foil history of the doings of the 
" Hall committee," and the present position of the associatioa 
in reference to the long-contemplated building, and eapecinlly 
with reference to the course and result of the doings of Mr. 
Brimmer in this matter," This document was unanimonsly 
accepted, ordered to be printed, and a copy transmitted to 
each member. The president was "reqnested to call a meet- 
ing of the association, on the second Thursday of October.* 

The statement of the president being thne disposed of, it 
was voted, on motion of Robert Bacon, (who introdaced his 
motion with a few spirited remarks,) " That a subscription 
paper be now opened." " The result of this operation was an 
addition to the Hall Fund of Two thousand three hundred 
and sixty dollars, subscribed by about forty members in about 
that number of minutes." 

The Thirleenth Tribnniai. Festival, and the Semi-Cen- 
tennial Annivebsarv of the Institution were celebrated this 
year. The committee of arrangements, consisting of the gov- 
ernment and twelve other members, were appointed in July, 
and executed their commission with energy and alacrity. 
The association held its business meeting, October 2, at the 
Boott House, After the transaction of the ordinary basioesa 
of a quarterly meeting, a procession was formed by Henry N. 



• Tho objecl of Ihe proposail meeling-, il i« preiumeJ, wa» lo 
Ihii Matemeat of the preaident. IL ia ilto presumeil Ihat there « 
lilTtbtr nolioe in rcbtion to it uppean on tba record. 
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[iper, chief marshal, two aids, and a suSicient number of 
Intanta, and proeeRded to the Melodeon. The entrance of 

procession was saluted by a voluntary on the organ. An 
iropriale prayer was offered by the Rev. Chandler Robbins. 
s following hymn, wTitten by Mr. Lewia G. Pray, was 
g by a fragment of the Handel and Haydn Society. An 
IrcBS followed, pronounced by Frederic W. Lincoln, jun. 
1 the following ode, w^ritteu by Miss H. F. Gould, closed 

public services of the occasion. 

God or our Being-! We 
In love would raise to Tbee 

Our tonga of Pmiso : 
To Thee, from whom we cuine,— 
Who wrought our wonJitim rrnme, — 
Ut up iU menlHl Hame. 

With heavenly r»y». 
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Thou mad'st Ifao Hand! wIkmc skill 
ConlroUed by ihoughi and Will, 

Mslcea Art di*ina ! 
Which Tells iba monirch Tfea ; 
SeU quarried Marble Tree ; 
Eiplorea each hidden tea, 

Aod daikeonie Miofl;— . 

Which rean for Man a Home ; 
Wbiah ipaoi the clossic Dome ; 

AdiI lin<i ihe Spire ; 
Which bi<la Ihe Canvas* brealhe. 
The Man, ihe Marble, leara ) 
Beauly ita garhindi weave, 

Whde all admire. 

By il, the wheel and flame 
Exleod old Ocean'* fame. 

By aUill refined: 
By il, Ihe Thought which Rna, 
Sbol through electric wirei. 
With ipeed QO race e'er Lirea, 

Goee where deiigned. 

God of Ihe Hend I may we 
Uie il for Man and Tliee, 

TliroughalUurday*; 
To smooth the bed of pain ; 
Slrilte offthe oppreaior'a chain ; 
Give Wisdom leave lo reiga : 

AdiI Thee Ihe prase. 





T^IWL 3K UeSOSt tt 



.1 aw 



s^nnfttt^i. 



-r «m » '9« "-i-a mn iw m m u* 
rw simasns. at a Xi» Mrruc. izr 
• ^rnf» «:^ux. u S'liiriwi — > i: * 

WOK Jl ."V 



CKTdt 



JLm jcvc Sic vr iiiea. wvti 



aBb« 



Loned Ike poor, 4iwi tte teVt 



I 



CHARITABLE MECHANIC ASSOCIATION. 

T a Ihey give lo Commerce her ark on ihe ocean, 

To Science her wnad, and her lUr'Sweejiing wing ; 
They give temple, alisr, and bnoli, to Devotion, 
Through nil earth proclaiming our Saviour anJ King. 

By the fond aiatera three. 

Faith, Hope, and Charily, 
The lul Blill the Grit, breathing lire Tor Ihe whole : 

Be ■ house ibeira, thai otanils 

High, and '■ noi made with hand*," 
Though earth metl, and tkie* paM away ae a scroll ' 



Mr. Lincoln's address was admired for its modesty and ap- 
propriateness. It commenced as followB : — 

Time flows on in its rapid and ceaseless course. Man can neither stay 
its progress, nor accelerate its speed. Now and then he leaves his foot' 
priDts lingering upon the sand, "which seeing, we take heart again." 

The custom of celebrating important events, of recalling to Ihe mind 
ttie act which marks an era, of summoning the past to our companion- 
ship, and the present to its tlesliiiy, is wise and good ; it is respectful to 
the memory of the age thai has gone, it inspires failh in that which is to 
come. The river to its fountain. The race lo its founders. Let the ro- 
bust vigor of manhood retrace lis steps to the sweet innocence of infancy. 

We have assembled, Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Massachu- 
BStts Charitable Mechanic Association, to commemorate the fiftieth anni- 
Teisary of lis institution. The soher cares of our several daily avocations 
have been laid aside, thai we may consult upon Iheir public influence 
And usefulness. We have come logether upon this, our feslival, to grasp 
each other by the hand, and to sit doivn to meat, at a common board. 
We hope lo strengthen our sympalhies, lo brace anew the bands which 
make us one. A half century ! fifty years in their course have rolled oa 
to the ocean of eternity, bul we need no whining monody upon their rapid 
flight. Every moment has been precious ; but if, as it has passed, it has 
carried with it some deed of private beneficence or public spirit, the sea- 
son should be one of joy and congratulation, ami such be the emotions of 
the hour. Joy, no! ihat the association has survived, has lingered so long, 
but that it has lived so well, atid accomplished so much ; the tears of pri- 
VAte worth that it has dried, as well as the energy of public virtue it has 
inspired, alike bear testimony that it has, in some degree, been faithful to 
its day and generation. I apprehend that but few are aware of the meas- 
ure of its deeds, or the amotmt of good influence which it has silently 
shed abroad upon ibis community. In tracing the history of its proceed- 
ings, I have been sorely perplexed, which moai to admire, the wisdom of 
its designs, or their glorious resuhs. Nearly erery page of its records 
bears witness, not only Ihat something was attempted, but something act- 
ually done. 

This occasion is a civil festival ; it is public and peculiar in its charac- 
ter; its mom, indeed, is not ushered in by the pealing of bells, nor is it 
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announced in monosyllable lonea from lbs c&nnon's monlh. No train- 
band of armed men marshal your proceflsion through our streets, for such 
demonslriLtions would add neither to its dignity, not ila signifirance. The 
Mechanic Arts, whose beneficial results tve this day meniorialize, are tfas 
rich sources from which ciriliintion and refinement spring. Aa mankipd 
become enlightened, the riclories of peace will bo considered grBater 
than those of war; the anniveraary of a new invenlion, deserving of mors 
remembtance than a bloody battle ; and ilia first application of some 
power of nature to man's subjection, of more consequence than the con- 
quest of rich provinces and walled cities. As the arts spread oter the 
world, methinks I hear, as of old, the sona of the angels, " peace on earth, 
good will 10 man." That sweet strain of the heavenly minstreU float* 
0»er the nations, which announced the advent of the Prince of Pe3ee,our 
Saviour and our Lord, bul whose social position among men was thu of 
the carpenter's son. 

Gentlemen, cuslom and the proprieties of the occasion, place HOane ono 
of your number in the posi which 1 now occupy. Your goveraroent has 
seen til to select one of ihe youngiesi of your aasor.ialiun for tltv high 
honor. Under such circumstances, the themes of iJie speaker should he 
aspinilions rather than experiences. Advice should coaie from those 
whose j'eara give the weight of authority, whose interest in the aubjecl is 
confirmed by long continued labor in its behalf, and whose social posihan 
sjid rank would confer honor upon the association. Deaiitui« of tbaie 
requisites, not having arrived al that age when " discretion wails Dpon the 
judgement," pressed inlo the service by kindness, and a promise te be 
exonemted from the charge of presumption, the best thoughts, which the 
anticipation of the occasion has suggested, shall be laid before yon, witb 
the hope that you will pardon their weakness, in oonsideratioii of tba mo- 
tives thai prompted ihem. 

The progress of improvement in many of the mechanic arW 
was suitably noticed; the orator spoke of the early Uistory of 
the institution, and paid a deserved tribute of respect to eome 
of its original members, and concluded with remarks of an 
appropriate and suggestive character, — of which the follow- 
ing are a part : — 



Under liberal forms of gov eminent, the tendency of the a 
the citizens is, generally, towards two e.tlremes, 
radical ; the proper proportion of each element, makes I 
system of government, and the wisest administration of 
great middling interest is the safest repository of power ; i 
ence which gives to government stability in times of peace, and preret 
its bulwark in limes of war. They are essentially patriotic, for their tal- 
vstion depends upon the purity and integrity of existing institubm*. 
Diaorganiiing and agrarian projecla find bul little favor ; they «re alive 
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to the gentle spirit of reform ; but the incipient, or open spirit of treason, 
finds bat few supparterii in llieir ranks. The mrchanics, with the farmere 
of our Innd, constilute the gruat body of this riftss, and lo them, are en- 
trusted, in a great meaaure, the safely and perpeluity of republican inati- 
tntiooB. 

This association, starting upon its career ho soon after the consumma- 
tion of our country's independence, fostered and cherished by those, who, 
in council, or tented field, had labored with sacritice, even unto blood, for 
its welfare, — this association, organized on such an era, and by such 
men, should command an inlluence commensurate with the patriotism of 
ita founders, and ihe glorious success which has followed their labors. 

It should excite a mor^ power, diffusing itself through the whole com- 
mnnity. The change which its members achieve in the aspect of the 
material world, through their professional labors as mechanics, should be 
followed by a corresponding iniluence, by iheir example and conduct as 
upright and conscientious men. They should administer a stern rebuke 
as well to the seductive wiles of social morality, as to open political here- 
sj* and corruption. The soft and kindly virtues which adorn humanity, 
should harmonize with the strong intellectual and physical power which 
ihey 90 eminently possess: Alasl that so rich a soil should ever bs 
choked with weeds, — a community, so affluent in blessings, be burdened 
with Tioe and folly. Our city is becoming one of the greatest marts of 
trade in the civiliKed world; Ihe natural enterprize of har citizens is 
Stimulaled lo its higheal degree ; her railroads, like ihe Appian ways of 
ancient imperial Rome, are pouring (he richest products of the land and 
ihe sea into her lap. Is there not danger thai her increased business 
may beget avarice, or engender luxurj-, and the hearts of her people be 
blasted through an intense and insane love of gold ? 

1 have been informed by aged cirizens, to whom this community look 
up as to fathers, whose venerable forms are rendered snored, by a long 
life of integrity and usefulness, that our city has sadly degenerated from 
thftt high standard of moral excellence which formerly distinguished our 
businessmen, — our leading merchants and mechanics. That nice and 
punctilious sense of honor, thai steadfast adherence to the right, what- 
ever might be Ihe consequences, have given place to the shuffling shifts 
and underhand manieuvres, which crowded marts and excessive compe- 
tition have a tendency lo engender. This opinion may be exaggerated, 
as age in the retrospect of the past often looks upon tlie former times as 
better than Ihe present, and the memory lingers wilh peculiar fondness 
upon the scenes and actors of early days. 

But 1 appeal lo ihe oypetionce of many who are present, if there is not 
some truth in this stalemenL Carry yourselves back lo your early days, 
and do there not come up before you, in every departmont of active life, 
noble images of upright men ? — men of the olileii time, wiiose integrity 
was DO mare to be questioned than that of an apostle, and who would 

_^ — iiii — — ^ — \ — — — — — 
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Imtv sltnBn«il lfa« slightest temptation lo a difhonorable act as a pnllanoii 
of the dnepesi dfo. Does it oat seem that the proporlion of mea of 
stamp u lamcnt&blj Bmall ! Erery day do ne not hvsn of some i 
and cuutemplitile iriok and artiiioei. Bome lian^action, as base as eft 
ati^tnt ihe author of darkness, aod these perfonned by niea vho wiiii 
to ba eansidered hoaotable. and whose daily nalks in our stnMU u* 
gt««t«d with smil«s and seeming respect ? 

Lm illhen, Genttenten, be the hallowed indnenee of four asmcii 
•7, its t«adiii9 object, 1o foster and stren^heo that Doble and higli at 
ttd of iate^iy, which befits Chmtian men, linng in an era of unsurpu*- 
ed cinlitatioa and refinemenL 

DoUai«, piled hiirh as Olympus, cannot corapens»le 1)ie soul for lir 
pRBlittitK>n of ila noblest powers to the arts of chicanery and fraud. 
I«»9i alloy of ^ill renders the moat ample fortune bnl dust and ashf* 
'^ WmI adfantag* to ■ man if he gain the whole world and lose hn 

L*( not the motto of our association, " Bt _r«'( and fiar not," become tD 
idle and obsolete idea, soiled only lo its early toundera, and their eon- 
lemp«taries, but now. and throa^ its whole existence, may il bs stgnifi- 
Mnl ef lit* cbaracier of ererj individual connected with il : oimI Alt 
wigiU onB b« symbolictd that every nerve shall be strung, and evei^ 
muscle eierted in defence of tha«e principles of justice and tinth, of 
which, the even fcoloAM upon our Diploma, is the representatiTe. 

Afler the public serrices, a procession was re-formed and 
pToceeiled lo Faneoil Hall, where a samptaoas entertain meat 
was provided. The few remaining original members, — 
Johonnot, Messinger, Mackintosh, Perking and Phillips, — 
all except Henry Porkitt, were present at the festival. The 
halt was splendidly decorated. About twenty-five gnests, be- 
side the original members jnst mentionfrd, were seated around 
the president's table. At a table adjoining were past presi- 
dents of the association,— Perkins, Armstrong, Mes.*<inger, 
Buckingham, Darracott, and Ijewis. .■Vfter the eloth was re- 
moved, Mr. Smith, the president, bespoke the attention of the 
company. He said he should not ask to be excused for not 
making a speech on the occasion, because he was fully aware 
that the longer he spoke the less would be his claim to be ex- 
cused. He would, therefore, restrict himself to simply con- 
gratulating the gentlemen before him, upon the arrival of the 
institution, in which they all took so much pride, at its pres- 
ent age. He would congratulate them, loo, upon its con- 
tinued prosperity; but, at the same- time, he would remind 
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the members that, in conriPftion with great prosperity, a great 
amount of duty devolved upon them. The duties, he would 
briefly say, which pressed upon the members of the associa- 
tion might be divided into three elassea, — those whirh relat- 
ed to their social obligations, their charitable obligations, and 
their obligations to tliemselvea to improve and extend the 
cultivation of their own minds. He would not detain the as- 
sembly with any lengthy remarks on any of those topics, but 
wonld content himself, with reminding his friends of the as- 
sociation, that the succestj of their measures depended upon 
themselves. And finally, he expressed his hope that the ex- 
ercises of this day might suffice to kindle and keep alive such 
a spirit, as would carry out the intentions of the founders, and 
advance the collective and personal prosperity of the members 
of the institution. 

The company was afterwards addressed by Governor 
Brigga, Lieutenant-Governor Reed, Messrs. Edward Everett, 
Robert C. Winthrop, Pcleg W. Chandler, and others. The 
following original songs, sung by amateurs, formed a pleasant 
part of the entertainment : — 



Lift proudly now ibinc ir 
Film and nndKiinlt 

No need hasl ihoo 
To deck Ihe glorioUi lem 
Thou haal ihe jewiils whi 

Riclier Iban diadec 



rgems, 

c ofihy thought, 

1 Ihy njind halb wrought. 



Tbou an our Gwl'a liigh-priesi, 
iding berore great Namre'i migtily abrine, 
tbe whole world, tbe glorioud laak is ibine, 

To spread lbs eittrnal Tejst I 
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'0 the earth rolief ! 



Mighty among thy kind, 
Stindctl [hou, man iifiron toil, midway 
Bvlween tbe earlb and beaven, all things 

By Iby bigb-workiag 




ANNALi or m 1 

ThdD oanii dalv* ia the canh. 
And fhim iM tiil|(hly eara* bnnc bnb p" 
Thou Mn*l uflwn[i lh« clooda ia hiwiin 

Add ifin Ilia U(hlalar bMk ! 

Tbon bail Iha iionnr ■>■ 
('halnatl la ihy obafioi wbccia, aad Ike ■ 
CM-oy 111* n'lir-nilinf InlcllK-l Ihat bii^ 

Tinii n»hing wla(* id ihec '. 

Tiuia nnii new Iwoda crtau, 
Wlmv (ba wiU ralllag wava ao iplwy 
Aad Iha nil duunoa of oppoMtf loaoa 

Caiwi thou ■niiiliilmo '. 

Ltl\ tbcD. ihy hand lo heareo '. 



On* «* a anoc, lb* (itaflBinDn cried, 

A kn** Wgk anas to-nwhi, 
Tta aMI UK «ar aMiIt wUi * liviDg tide 

orvtHrairitWiciii 

Vh Mk w* ft* ■ bmrM p«al, 
1W ftmifttfni* tmi power, 

ftM a mmm n ikal iwc* to the ctlnk of tU 
tf tmf tka fctial boiir. 

«|Mk nTltaM wlraaa Ike worU'* nnows 

Uv hr *W hai^ aad iW flaMa* orowB, 



«V FMaUnkaad FMm*. Md W.n. 
Jutmwte, aad VTMacy, alal t>*Ty. whoae h 
h Mm |a*dt ar|«W* M»d m(- 
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I m- Then (Well ilie song both Uiud and iDDg, 

With winiing henru to-nighl, 
I And let eacli crnnsmnn true and Eirong, 

I Drink of a pure dvtigbl; 

I _ II ihall no) be ■ inaniiil peal, 

Spealiing of pomp and power. 
But ■ meBBOre Ihal nacs to Ibe clink cf steel, 

" Thus passed ofi" the firat semi-centennial anniversary of 
the Association. The emotions awakened in the minds of 
the members by the exercises of the day, were of a nature not 
easily to be effaced from remembrance, nor likely to be wholly 
nnprofitable in maintaining the interest of the public in the 
well-being and prosperity of the institution. The occasion 
was one of unminglcd satisfaction to all ; and no higher wish 
need be entertained, than that those which are to follow may 
partake of the same character." 

By the report of the finance committee, it appeared that 
the treasurer had in his hands, at the commencement of the 
year, in cash and bank stock, $39,348 53; — that he received, 
during the year, from the secretary for admission fees, assess* 
roents, festival tickets, bank dividends and rents, proceeds of 
sales of bank stocks, and donations from William Sturgis and 
Lyman White, $23,911 8] ; total amount in his possession, 
863,360 a4. The whole amount of incidental expenses for 
the year was $6,718 87. It also appeared that the expenses 
of the year exceeded the income, $508 69. This result was 
owing mainly to the expenses connected with the projected 
building, and to a deficiency on items belonging to the exhi- 
bition of the year preceding, and which properly belonged to 
the last year's account. The amount due from members at 
the end of the year, was $1,520. The committee felt " bound 
to inculcate upon members the extreme importance of adher- 
ing to the ancient custom of discharging their dues quarterly. 
They are then comparatively unfelt, but when suffered to ac- 
cumulate, even for a single year, they become a source of un- 
pleasant feeling, tenditig, more than all other causes, to bring 
on that lack of interest in the concerns of the association, 
which almost always ends in positive disaffection." Satis- 
factory title deeds of the Boott estate were exhibited by the 
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treasurer. The committee closed their report, "expresaing 
their deep acn»e of the obligations which the associatioa weie 
under to the treasurer, for the ability, promptness, and unti^ 
ing fidelity, with which he discharged the duties of his office, 
which peculiar circumstances have, this year, rendered more 
than usually onerous." 

The benevolent purposes of the institution wore conducted 
this year by a large committee, who distributed to thirty-eigbt 
recipients, Eleven hujulred and one dollars and twenty-Jive cent*. 
Of these thirty-eight beneficiaries, thirty-three were females. 

The condition of the "drawing school" for apprentices 
was not (juite satisfactory. The report of the committee 
states that it was opened in November, 1844, and continaeil 
five months, under the instruction of Mr. Francis S. Durirage. 
The age of admision was eighteen years and upwards, and 
each class consisted of twenty-five pupils. The average air 
tendance was only eighteen. The whole number of appren- 
tices that entered their names was eighty, — all of whom had 
the privilege of attending. Some of their drawings, especial- 
ly those of an architectural character, were considered credit- 
able to their authors. Mr. Durivage died soon after the close 
of the school. The committee speak in terms of "entire ap- 
probation of his uniform kindness to his pupils, hia urbanity 
of manners, and gentlemanly deportment, and hia untlritig 
industry and great ability as a teacher. * 

Our friend and associate, Benjamin Russell, died this year, 
on the fourth day of January. He was one of the original 
members, and, without reproach to any of his colleagues or 
successors, it may be said, that he was the moat active, in- 
fluential, and successful of all whose names are recorded in 
these annals, in promoting the interest, the reputation, and 
permanent usefulness of the association. He was one of the 
first board of trustees, in which capacity he served four yean. 
He was then chosen vice-president, and filled the olHce nine 
years. In 1803 he succeeded Jonathan Huncwell as presi- 
dent, and continued in that office, by election, and generally 

>Dd arilhmelic ii Touad on Ihe reooid 
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by a ananimciuB vote, till 1821, — fourteen years, — when he 
Tetired from that important post of honor, and consented to 
serve another term of three years as a trustee. His was the 
spirit which gave life and vigor and activity to the associa- 
tion. In Ua infancy the association was an ohject of miscon- 
ceived prejudice and unfounded jealousy. To Russell be- 
longs chiefly the credit of removing these obstacles and over- 
throwing the opposition. It was ten years from its institu- 
tion before an act of incorporation could be obtained ; and ail 
this time Russell was busy in efforts to procure it Though 
backed and supported by committees, who waited in the 
lobby of the State-house, and, as occasion offered, solicited a 
vote from some member of the legislature, but for him, 
another ten years would probably have passed away without 
the granting of a charter. While others waited at the door, 
he boldly entered the hall, — pushed the claim of the associa- 
tion to public favor, — and at length obtained a decided vic- 
tory. During the long term in which he was in the govern- 
ment, — and especially while he was president, — he was 
seldom absent from the post of duty ; and all his responsi- 
bilities were discharged with promptness. Most, if not all, 
the important reports of committees for twenty years were 
written by him, or underwent his revision. There was no 
project for improvement among the mechanics, of a social, 
moral, or pecuniary character, in which he did not engage 
with as much energy as if he were personally interested. For 
more than forty years Mr. Russell was the editor and pub- 
lisher of a leading political newspaper. His fame as an editor 
of intelligence and fairness was co-extensive with the limits 
of the United States. In November, 1828, he sold his interest 
in the Centinel, and withdrew all connection with the Press. 
While he was an editor, Mr. Russell was always ready to 
promote all projects for public improvement, and all institu- 
tions for philanthropic purposes. He never hesitated to con- 
tribute of his means to public or private charity. Avarice 
was not one of his failings; if it had been, he might have 
died worth a million of dollars. 

"BuBsell was proad of his character as a mechanic. To 
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the mechanics, as a clasei, he was strongly and afiectioMMy 
attached. When in the brightest days of his political m- 
reer, when be was aasociated with men of the highest rant 
in political circles, and even courted by some of the leaden 
of bis party, he never forgot that he was a mechanic, and 
would often withdraw from a political committee or confef- 
utice, to attend a meeting of mechanics. His agency in the 
meetings at the (.Jreen Dragon, in 17*S, while the IMassachn- 
setta convention was discussing the Federal constitution, was 
powerful and elTective. He hud not only un ambUion for 
public employment ; he had a talent, that enabled him Id dis- 
charge the duties of every employment thnt his fellow-citizen* 
saw fit to impose upon him. He filled the important elation 
of president of the Board of Healtb of the town of Boston, 
for five years. He was a member of the school committee, 
by election of the people, for five years, and afterwards held 
the same position by virtne of his otfice as an alderman. He 
was a member of the common council from the organization 
of the city government, in 1S32, till 1825. In 1S29 he was 
elected an alderman, and re-elected for three sHccessive years. 
Probably no other man in Boston held the otSce of a popular 
representative so many years in succession. He was first 
elected a member of the House of Representatives io 1805, 
and was re-elected every succeeding year thereafter, till 1821. 
In 1822 and 1825 he was a senator Irom the county of Suf- 
folk, and was again chosen a representative from Boelon in 
1828, and every following year till 18a5. In ISyti and 1837, 
he was a member of the executive council, and this was the 
last of his service in any public capacity. He retained his 
memory in a remarkable degree till within a few months nf 
his decease, and often amused his friends with narrations and 
anecdotes of former days, and cotemporaries whom he had 
outlived. The decay of his physical and intellectual faculties 
was gradual, though not imperceptible to his familiar friends. 
He had no sickness. He was eometimes-a little nervous and 
would send for a physician, who frankly told his friends tliat 
he could be of no service ; for Ike machine was worn oiUy aad 
there was not material enough left to form the basts of repairt. 
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■ I£s appetite was gentle and satis^fied with small quantities of 
^the simplest food. In this manner a month or two passed 
^ away. On the morning of the fourth of January, he was 
g Bitting by the fire-side, and rose to go to his bed. He asked 
g bifl daughter, who was constantly with him, what made the 
p room so dark. Perceiving that his eyes no longer performed 
their office, she led him to the bed. He lay down, and, in 



, thee 



: of an hour, ceased to breathe. He suffered no 



I painful struggle. The transition from life to death was so 
I tranquil, that the aflectionate watcher noted not the moment 
I of change. Thus died Benjamin Russell, in the eighty-fourth 
I year of his age. His funeral was honored by the attendance 
^ of the members of our association, members of the Grand 
liodge of Freemasons, members of the Ancient and Honora- 
ble Artillery company, of which he had been the commander, 
and a long procession of those who had been connected with 
hira in friendly and social relations. The remains were de- 
posited in a tomb in the Old Granary burying-ground. " 

The other members who died this year were Benjamin 
Trae, Willard N. Fisher, Albert W. Starbuciv, and Henry 
Loring. 

Nine members were discharged, and nineteen were admit- 
ted, viz : — • 



Samuel Walker, Roxbury, Printer. 
Charles Parker, Morocco-dresser. 
Stephen Dow, Woburn. Tanner. 
John A. Robertson, Stair-builder. 
Charles Copelatid, Confectioner. 
C. T. James, Newburj'porl, Maiiu 

Abner B, Lorinc;, Copperi^milh. 
Samuel H I.orin^, Coppersmith. 
Ichabod Washburn, Worcester, 

Wire- m an u f actu re r. 
Oliver Hoi man, Blank-book-manu 

facinrer. 
James Bates, Mason. ' 



John D. Towle, Architect and 

Builder. 
William H. Keiley, Tailor. 
George P. Reed, Musical Instru* 

ment-roaker. 
Samuel Gilbert, Piano-forte-manu- 

faclurer. 
William R. Butlerfield, Cambridge, 

Leather-dresser. 
Nathaniel Adams, Mason. 
Thomas Smallwood, Newton, Cabi- 

Franklin Patch, HousewrighL 



se R full memoir o{ Mr, Kuueli, i 
LilUe dE Brown, Boslan. loSO. 
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At the annaal meeting, January 1, the two reports follow- 
ing were preaented, furnishing a history of the elfort^ to erect 
a hall, to the eud of the year 1845 : — 

The commillee appointed in pursaance of a vole passed at s »peei»l 
meeling, held February 19, 1845, and who were einpoweii*d lo aoLcil do- 
nations fiom ihe members of this a^ociation, lowsrds Ote erection of out 
coniemplated Hall, have aitenJed lo the duly assi^ed theco, and wt 
leave to reporl i — 

That a meeting of the whole oommiltee was called immediately afier 
its appointment ; — at which meeiing vacaneied were filled and subcom- 
mittees elected, conaieiing of four members of each ward, who M oirn 
proceeded to complete their work ; owing, however, as your comnuitee 
believe, mainly to the uncertainty involving the otFered donation of llr. 
Brimmer, their success was by no means llaitering on ihe whole : not- 
wilhHtanding tlio munificent subsc rip lions of many of our members, 
whose names should ever be held in honor by ihts assoclHtion. 

When it was finally ascertained that the amount eipeeled ^on Ml. 
Srtmmer woold not be received, measuree were taken by ihegovemineBt, 
uul by the Hall commillee, which resulted in a special meeting of ihe 
Aaooialion, held September 17, 1845, — at which a report was read, gi»- 
ag ft full statement of aifairs as they then Bloud, and asking some furdier 
feiipreasion of the will of the association, for the guidance of the Hall 
committee. The excellent spirit manifested at thai meeiing;, one of iba 
largest which has been held for a long time, will be recollected by HI 
The report was accepted, ordered to be printed, and forthwith distributed 
among the members. A subscription list was also opened immediately 
after the close of the regular business, and between two and three thou- 
sand dollars, in addition to what had been given before, were In a few 
minutes suliacribed by about forty members. Under these encoura^ng 
auspices, your committee made a further eflbrt. The ward coiumilte^ 
were strengthened, and a geneml call again made throughout the city; 
the result of which, together with the previous ineasores, is, that abuui 
Eleven thousand five hundred dollars, towards the Twenty thousand 
required, is all thai, under present circumstances, it seeios possible lo 
collect. 

This result, so difTerenl from our hopes and anticipations, ihe comnkitlce 
now lay before you, regreting that we have nut done more, but trusting 
that your sense of justice will sustain us in the assertion, ihal we b>ve 
done what we could. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, for the committee. 
GEORGE G. SMITH, 
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of uncerlainly and 
icd their operatioiw; circum- 
used delay, and may perhaps 
was Justly due. They have 
mited powers have been con- 



Which report, on motion of Mr. Fairbanks, was accepted. 
Th^Hall committee's report and certain resolutions were 
sad by the president, as follows, viz: — 

The eommitlee appointed al the annual meetinir, January 5, 1843. and 
Itruated with all matters relative to llie erection of our contemplated 
[all, ask leave to teptirl : — 
ThAt since their appointment many 
npiexity have almost constantly embarraa 
ucea utterly beyond their control have ea 
ire subjected them to censure where none 
ten charged with a great trast ; almost unli 
Lded to them; and for the right and judicious exercise nf those 
bey have at ail times felt themselves heavily respunsible, — that they 
Bight DD the one hand avoid unnecessary delay in their operations, and 
1 the other hand, risking, by undue precipitancy, the prosperity and per- 
ipa the stability of the association. 

At the annual meeting, in January, 1845, it will be recallected that a 
mfttion of Twenty thousand dollars was offered by an influential and re- 
■pected friend of the association, towards tlie erection of a building, 
Mliah should, by its various facilities, add vigor and efficiency to our 
Wieiations, and be at the same time an enduring monument of the latent 
pnad enterprize of the mechanics of Boston. To this munificent gift, a 
nbrther donation of the same amount was proposed to be raised by the 
llbsn mayor of the city, the Hon. Martin Brimmer, These donations, to- 
i0«ttier with our own. funds and the amount which might reasonably be 
Expected from our members, were Judged by the association amply suf- 
ficient to warrant immediate measures towards this long contemplated 
object; and, after some delay, the purchase of tbe Boott estate, which 
}ud been belore partially elTected, was completed, the deeds thereof re* 
eeired and recorded, and partial payment made thereon, as appears by 
the report of the commliiee of linance. Measures were also taken, by 
pdrertising our proposals in this city, New-York, Philadelphia and Balti- 
more, to enlist the lulents of the best architects of our country; and a 
large number of designs were received, in various styles of architecture, 
four of which were modeled, that the committee might be the better ena- 
bled to Judge of their effect. Your committee were still prevented howr 
aver from any definite action, by the uncortainty attending the donation 
of Mr. Brimmer; and when, after much delay, it wns finally ascertained 
by his letter of May 26, 1835, that the amount collected would be only 
about Three thousand instead of twenty thousand dollars, an ernergency 
waa presented, wholly unespected, and under which the conimitlee, after 
taking the advice of a council of our most experienced members, in view 
also of the fact that the donations within our own body were not so lib- 
oral as we hoped, decided upon requesting the govenmient to call the 
■peoial meeting of September IT, 1845. 
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With ihe result of that meeting, you are alreaily acquajnied ; but when 
the ill snccess of the donation committee, to their eubaequenl e|prtioo9, 
was maile known lo the Hall committee, we decided, thai althougii 
clothed by your confidence *tith full powers, and authorized by TepeaieJ 
voles, 8tlll we coutd not, under the circtimatEinces, proceed further in the 
daty a;MigQed us, without (^ving you full information as to the poatiimi 
iu which we now find ourselves placed. 

It will, in the firel place, be recollected that the coat of that portioa of 
the BootI estate absolutely necessary for our projected building, will be 

al least 840,000 

Cost of edifice, probably 85,000 



Making, S13A^ 
, . S4D,000 

33,000 — 75,000 



lis we have the funds of the 
from members and others, say 



850,000 



Leaving, to be provided for by loan or otberwiae, 

An amount of indebtedness loo great, as it appears to your committer, for iha 
association safely to incur. It will be proper to slate, however, ihat haJ 
the committee succeeded in edecling an arrangement, as we were given b 
suppose we might, with Mr. John A. Lowell, whereby a loan could ban 
been obtained of him, and the interest or a great pari thereof taken in 
rent, it would have placed us on far difiereni ^ound ; but failing la effect 
this, after consultation with Mr Lowell, by a sub- committee, we did not 
tkinlf it prudent, as we should otherwise have miheaiialin^ly done, to i«- 
cDQunend tlie funding of our exhibition receipts as a sulficicui means to 
meet this debt when il should bccume due. 

This, gentlemen, is ^ simple statement of aiTairs as they now «t>niL 
Circumstances have forced us lo relinquish the hope of completing U 
present our long cherished project ; and, in face of the large amomil of 
donalious, which have been conlribiiled towards this object ; in face abo 
of ihe pressing need of a stronger bond of union, than our mare charitable 
organization can at the present day supply, we feel ourselves compelled 
to recommend the adoption of the resolutions appended to this report. 
While, however, a combination of unfavorable circumstances compels ut 
1^ recommend the suspension of all measures towards the erection u/ our 
contemplated building, we are happy in being able to congratulate ths 
association upon what we regard as the very forlnnale purchase of the 
Boolt estate, and on this subject, permit us to close ibis report, in the 
words of a report lately made upon the same subjoci to your conuniltef^ 
and upon which Ihe course of action herein recommended is foundaL 
The report concludes by saying : — 

" We are happy in being able lo report, thatiu our opinion, the B«»ocii- 
lion have been most fortunate in making the punhose of the land; that 
our funds are far better placed there than they can possibly be elee- 
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and that we ought by all means lo retain posseesion of it. Our 
for this conclusion are aa follows : — First, on ihe geneml princi- 
ple, ihal our funds are more gecure wheu vested in real estate than in 
'fltOcJia of any kind ; and, secondly, that this particular purchase ia doubly 
advantageous, as having been bought very low, and as it is also, from its 
«itiistion, constantly and rapidly rising in value. It standa us in a little 
riu»taf$2 80 per foot, including the malerials of Iho buildini;, which 
have beon Talued at 85,000 ; and this sum deducted from the price of the 
land, brings it to about S2 50 per foot. Now the eub-eommitlee have 
been credibly informed, that before the asaociation had absolutely decid- 
ed upon the purchase, and while the estate was conditionally promised to 
•n individual, he had effected provisional sales of building lots on Bow- 
doin-square at the rale of Four dollars per foot. It must be recollected, 
also, that the properly is situated within a very short distance from the 
depot of Ihe great north-western web of railroads, where, at no dislaut 
dsy, an amount of business must concentrate, which no man can pretend 
to calculate, but which, in such cases, is sure to outrun all calculation." 

Such, gentlemen, were the opinions of our sub-commitiee ; such also 
aie ours ; and after a full consideralion of all the circumstances of the 
case, your committee imhesitatingly recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolutions : — 

t. Rtfohid, Thai the subscriptions and funds of this nssocia lion are 
insufficienl at present to warrant the immediate erection of our contem- 
plated building. 

2. Kfohtd, That the purchase of the Booll eslale meets the approba- 
tion of this association, as a wise and judicious measure, considered either 
as a site for the erection of a Hall, or as a proper investment of our 
funds ; and that the prospect of its almost certain increase in value ren- 
ders it inexpedient to sell it. 

3. RcioJtxd, In view of all the circumstances, that the best disposition 
which the association can make of said estate will be to lease it for a 
term of years, on such terms as the government may deem expedient fur 
the interests of the association. 

For the Hall committee, GEORGE G. SMITH, Chairman. 



The resolutions were adopted without much debate. A 
fourth resolution was afterwards proposed and adopted, author- 
izing the government to carry the third resolution into effect. 
It was then voted that the " Hall committee " be dispharged. 
Another vote authorized the government "to refund any do- 
nations they may have received for the erection of a hall, 
with such explanations as the president may deem proper." 
It was also voted, "that the thanks of the association be ten- 
dered to the Hon. Abbott Lawrence for the munificent dona- 
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tion lie proposed to make to aid in the erection of a mechanic 
Imll." 

After the reception of tlie paper presented by flic president, 
and the report of the finance committee, with the action 
thereon, the government for the year was organized aa fol- 
lows : — 



GeorsB G. Smilh, Preiidenl. 

William Eaton, V>u.Prendent. 
John Boles, 
William Si earns, 
John Green, juti. 
James Wcniworlh, 
William Washburn, 



Osraj-n Brpwster, Trtatwtn 
Jolin G. Rogere, Satrtti 



Selh Simmons, 
Charles Bond, 
David Tillson, 
Loyal 1 Lovejoy, 



IVlMtCM. 



I 



The diaposition to be made of the Boott estate, noT'4 
the association had possession of it, was a question of con- 
siderablc importance, and occupied the attention of the gov 
eriiment and of committees, with unremitted anxiety. In the 
month of January, a proposal was made for it:$ purchase, at 
the rate of Four dollars afoot; and this proposal, together 
with all plans for leasing the estate, was referred to & com- 
mittee, — William Washburn, John Boles, and David Tillson. 
A negotiation for the sale of it was opened with Mr. William 
Lawrence, but it met with little favor. On motion of James 
Wentworth, (February 13,) the "leasing committee" was ia- 
structed " to ascertain and report, at the next meeting, the 
best offer they can have for the estate, as rent, provided the 
premises be put in order for a Jirst rate hotel, and that (he 
committee procure the necessary plans for that purpose." 
Pursuant to these instructions, the committee reported that 
the estate couid be leased for a terra of ten years, for at least 
seven thousand dollars a year, — provided improvemeutawere 
made on the premiseii, the cost of which should, in no ease, 
exceed Twenty-five thousand dollars; and the committee, 
ihinicing that the true interests of the association required 
such improvements, recommended that prompt measures be 
taken to complete them. This report, after full discussion by 
the government, was accepted, and a special meeting of the 
association was called, (February 18,) to decide on the pro* 
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h eeedings of the goveminent. The president read to the meet- 
I* ing the following carefully-prepared stalement : — 

^ Boston, Feb 18, 18-16. 

GcxTLSHEH, — Since the last meeting of the aaaociatioD, when au 
lljr ms gianled to the gnvenunent to lease Ihe Boolt estate, on such 
diajona na ther should deem most for tlie interests of the associalion. 
tain proposiliona have been made, so materially altering the whole Hspeci 
of aiTaus relati*e to eaid estate, that the ^vernmeot have thought it bes 
to call the present meeting, that the whole matter may be laid before you, 
knd jout action taken thereon. 

It will, in the first place, be necessary to state that the estate was ad- 
Tertised for leaae immediately on the government receiving power so to 
do, and variou? lenders were made, from which one was preferred, otier- 
iag f 3,000 per armum and taxes, which, it will be seen, ia at the rale of 
six per cent, on Fifty thousand dollars ; the estimated cost, in gross, of the 
pK^>erty to us. Subsequent to this offer, and while the government were 
disausding the propriety of accepting it, another was made, on a totally 
dideTenl bosia, offering S7,0O0 per annum and the taxes, provided the 
BMOciation would agree to expend a sum not exceeding Twenty-five 
thousand dollars, in the erection of auch additional buildings as will fit 
dte premises for a first-rale hotel. Here, you will see, ar« two dtBtincI 
ptoposilioDS, the coiaparalive advaalages of which, in the opiuicm of iho 
gavBinineul. they have directed me uow to lay before you. 

And first, should the estate be leased, as contemplated by the first 
proposition, the lessees are empowered to erect auch buildings additional 
to those now standing thereon, as they may deem proper, and at ihe 
expiration of their lease, should it not be renew€id, the association are 
to have the privilege of purchasing those buildings, at such rates as three 
disinteiesled men shall award. It will be readily perceived that this con- 
tract, although the best that, under existing circumstances, could be ob- 
tained, and otTering what must be considered a fair rale of interest upon 
the cost of the property, is nevertheless liable to certain objections, aris- 
ing from the nature of all leasehold contracts. For example, should the 
leaaeea choose to erect buildings of such a character as may afford them 
the chance of remunerating themselves for the entire cost thereof by the 
profits of their first term of lease, the condition of building of this de- 
Bcriplion, will not probably be such at the end of the term, as lo offer any 
inducement for the asaocialion to purchase them ; and in thai case, should 
the lease not be renewed, the ground must be cleared again, and entitely 
new arrangemenlB made for rendering the estate productive. It is evi- 
dent, also, that the species of copartnership generated by our owning the 
land and Ihty the buildings, may po'tibly, at lea-st, lead to ditflculties in 
onr joint arrangements, which, although they might not bo of any great 
importance, yet, these advantages, with olherand graver reasons, have in- 
duced the goTemment to prefer the other course. This course, whereby 
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la die mbre MHttrol of both land and boj 



Idingcii 
ataugliug tm- 
I more adrui- 



I tlw fini placv, bf its freedtlm from al 
in dte spdood |>Uc«, thai it Kill be m 
tmgoatu to dw pvcBBtaiy iat«resls of the associatioa, - 
MB be made to apprar by a tety simple calcolatioa. 

Tlie last pn^ositioa, that the lewee simplj hires the estate ai : 
■taiub, making his own impni««ment« thertmn. will, at 93,000 pet ai 
or the interest of sU per cent on $50,000, 2i»e as, in len rears, S3 
The teeond proposilion, wherebj the lessee proposes lo hire the estate^ 
after ihe asmeialion shall hare made, at its own expense, oeitain iropmre- 
ments thereon, costing not mure thau £35.000, at a rent of S7,000 and 
taxes, orseven percent. ouSIOO.OOO. will (cire as. in ten years, Sn>,OW. 
But, in order to realize this sum, we have to provide ways and mean 
for the necesMuy outlay ; and to do this, we have a fund of Slf(,000, a 
bank slocks, which has never produced us aix per oent. and probably 
never will ; and which will be much safer as well as more prodiiciin^ 
Tested in real estate. This fund, if so appropnated, will leave ST,OlMI, 
and no more, necessary to be raised by moitgage, and upon whieh) tf 
course, Ihe inierest is to be paid. We have already a mortgage apon dw 
eslmie of £35,000, which, witb the above-named sura of $7,000, will 
amount to S33.000. bearing interest, which, at six per cent, will amounl ID 
$1,920 per annnm, to be deducted from out receipts of ST,0O0, for rent; 
leaving S5.0SD for sinking fund and that portion of the incidental expense* 
of the association which would require to be supplied from thai sootce; 
which portion would be very small, 84 may be made to appeal by the 
following statement : — 



Our ordinary expenses, for all purposes, ar 
Oar receipts, from all sources other than a 

Remaining to be supplied from out rent 
Leaving a clear income of ti.o. 



r stock; are, in gro^s, 



$2,500 
3,000 

S500 



direct. This sum, if converted ii 
years, amount, at eix per cenL ti 
which amount, however, must b 
lost, white the building is erecli 
that the whole of our surplus i. 



SO, to be applied as the association may 
a sinking fund, will, at the end of ten 
1 more than Sixty thousand dollars, from 
e deducted three quarters of a year's rea^ 
ng. li will be seen from this statement, 
ncoioe need not be funded ; enough will 
remain, after pronding amply for the extinguishment of the debt upon 
the estate, to commence the establish tnent of a library, and also to main- 
tain a reading and conversation room, for the use of our members ; mea- 
Bures, which all will acknowledge, of vital importance to the proepenty 
and usefulness of this associalion. 

The other proposition, whereby we receive 83,000 per year, would, 
ufler paying the interest, amounting to SI. 500 upon our loan of $35,00(1 
from Mr. Lowell, and S5(H) towards the incidental expenses of the ass> 
elation, leave but SI, 000 for all other purpososj — so that the resuJla of 
the two plans are now fairly before you. 



CHARITABLE MECHANIC ASSOCIATION. 3B1 

■ In view of all these circumslanpes, the governnient do moat unhesitat- 
M ingly recommend thai [his a^^ociuiion lake immediate measureB lo carry 
ud into operation the plan of erecting' a building upon our own account, on 
i4 the Boott estate, — fully salisfieil an we are that an opportunity now offers, 

I whereby the funds of this association, and consequently its means for 

■ benevolent action and useful enlerprize, may, without the least danger, 

■ be increased 10 an amount which 'would, even a few years since, been 
^ oonDidered beyond the verge of possibility. 

" All of which ia respectfully submitted. 

' GEORGE G. SMITH, FrenideHt. 

I Thia stnteincnt gave rise to a diaciisaioti, which ended in 
a vote that the rfcommi'iidation in the last paragraph be 
adopted. It was llien voted that " the goveniraent be iiivest- 

Ied with fell powers to carry the previous vote into eH'ect;" 
and anthorizing them " to make the necessary sales of stock 
belouging to the association; and also to borrow such sums 
of money as may be required to complete the undertaking." 

MeasTB. William Lawrence and William W. Stone, soon 
after, made a suggeslion that the association should give up 
I its present plan for itnproving the Boott estate, but their pro- 
position met with no favor. The government chose a build- 
ing committee, eonsisting of Messrs. Washburn, Boles atid 
Tillsou, who accepted the trust 

Mr. Washburn wan authorJ:ied to draw on the treasurer 
for any sum that he might find necessary in settling with a 
Mr. Flocklon, of New- York, who had furnished a plan for a 
hall, and whose demand was deemed exorbitant. It was set- 
tled by the payment of Seven hundred dollars ! 

Mr. Boles, one of the building committee, requested that 
his colleague, Mr. Washburn, might be appointed superin- 
tendent of the proposed alterations in the Boott house. Mr, 
Washburn was accordingly appointed, — accepted the office, 
— and resigned his place as one of the building committee. 
The vice-president was appointed chairman of that committee 
in his place. 

As soon as it becaine known that the Boott house was to 

be converted to a public hotel, a number of applicants made 

proposals for the lease of it. Samuel Ford and William R, 

Williama offered Eleven thousand dollars a year for it, and 

f 46 
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tiM gOTerament accepted their ofleri <* prorided tbe mppKouiii 
ehonld give satisfactory secority for the fvdfiHnient of their 
engagements, and otherwise conform to tbe leqairemeoli rf 
the committee.*' 

At the government meeting, April 10| it wae ** Toted, thit 
the house in Bowdoin-eqnare, heretof<He known as tbe AmM 
hfmse^ be called and known herea fte r as the Revere kome^ m 
honor of the late Fanl Bererei the first presideot of tbe asM^ 



At a government meeting, Deoember ll, the oomoiitlee 
appointed to settle tbe terms of a lease of tbe Bevere boose, 
with Messn. Ford and Williams, repwted that tboae gentle 
men ^ request permission to transfer their rights in aaid lease 
to Mr. Piaran Stevens ; and tbe committee have received fima 
bim an offer of Twelve thoosand dollars a year rent for the 
premises, all other conditions to remain as in tbe contrset 
with Ford and Williams.'* Tbe committee deemed the piop* 
osiuon satisfisctory, and recommended that Mr. Stevens be 
allowed to assume all the responsibilities therein created. 
This report was accepted. 

The building commitee presented a report of their pro- 
eeedings^ showing that the whole amount of cash expended 
(up to the end of the year) in repairs and improvements, was 
|34>434 ; bills brought in and unpaid, $13,008; and estimat- 
ed amount of bills not in, for finishing the work, $11,145, — 
making, in the whole, $aS,oS7. Some small expenses, the 
committee thought might have been overlooked, bat they 
wert^ of opinion^ that the whole expense would not exceed 
|6U,0(Xl 

Iloury Farnham, Esq. presented to the association a por- 
tmit of Benjamin Russell, which was gratefully accepted, and 
pinceil in the room appropriated for tbe meetings of the as- 
sorintion. 

Nathaniel Gould, Esq. presented to the government ^a 
copy of the constitution, the names of tbe past and present 
members, &c. executed in an elegant style of penmanship, 
and presenting, at one view, the whole catalogue, with tbe 
by-law^" dec. which was accepted, placed in a suitable frame, 
and suitably acknowledged. 
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A letter from certain gcntipmen at Washiiiglon, inviting 
i\w assciciation to unite with them in getlini; up a National 
Pair, was TPceived, and thereupon it waa voted, "that the in- 
fluence of the association be exerted in favor of the proposed 
exhibition, provided we can have a guarantee that we shall 
iocur no expense or pecuniary responsibility." 

June 22. At a special meeting of the government, the 
president announced the death of a venerated member and 
ex-president, Daniel Messingcr; whereupon it was voted, 
that the board attend the funeral of the deceased. 

July 2. The school committee made a report in detail of 
their proceedings during the preceding winter, from which it 
appeared that Mr. D. C. Johnson had been employed as a 
teacher of drawing, at a salary of Three hundred and seventy- 
five dollars. The whole number of pupils admitted during 
the season was eighty-one. Six hundred dollars was appro- 
priated for a school the next season, for the benefit of appren- 
ticea under twenty-one years of age. 

August 14. The president announced to the government 
that Samuel Perkins, one of the original members aud a past 
president, had died since the last meeting of the government ; 
npon which it was voted, that the president be requested to 
address letters to the family of the deceased, and also to the 
family of the late Baniel Mcssinger, another original inember 
and past president, expressing their respect for the memories 
of the deceased. In compliance with this vote, the president 
prepared the following letters, which were approved and or- 
dered to be placed on record : — 

Boston, Sept. 8, 1S46. 
To the Familj' of the late Hon. Daniel MesaiNGCR. 

Dear Friends, — At a lute meeting of the ^vernment of the Massa- 
chnselts Charitable Mechanic Asaociulioa, it was deemed proper, in view 
of (be loss which you, in common with ourselves and society at large, 
have BUBtained by the death of your lamented relative, the Hon. Daniel 
Messinger, an original member and past president of our association, to 
address a letter lo the fiiniily, expressive of our sincere sympathy and 
condolence. Our association has indeed cause to respect his memory, 
for be was verily a true and faithful brother amongst us; ever ready to 
give his advice in every oraergencyj and lo throw, whenever necessary, 
the whola weight of hia persoaal exertions to forward our influence and 
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prosperity. And he was repaid by the full confidence of his brethren, 
evinced by tlie fact of his frequent election to stations of trust and re- 
sponsibility, — trustee in 1801, 2, 3 and 4; vice-president in 1808, 9, 10, 
11 and 12; and president in 1830 and 31. He exercised the duties of 
these various offices to the entire satisfaction of his brethren, carrying 
with him, on his retirement, their best wishes and deep gratitude. 

In conveying, by direction of the government, this testimony to the 
high consideration in which his memory w^ill ever be held amongst us, 
allow me to add the sincere expression of my personal sympathy and 
respect. 

Very truly your friend, 

GEORGE G. SMITH, President of the Association.. 

Bostorij Sept. 8, 1846. 

To the Family of the late Samuel Perkins, Esq. 

Respected Friends, — At a late meeting of the government of the 
Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, the president was di- 
rected to address a letter, in behalf of the association, to the family of the 
late Samuel Perkins, Esq. a past president and original member, expres- 
sive of our sympathy and condolence under the great loss which yon 
have sustained, — a loss to society at large, and to us as well as to yoa. 
This year we have been called, by Providence, to mourn the departure of 
three of our original members, old and full of days and of honors, all of 
them; but noue more honored and beloved than he who is tlie subject of 
this letter. His youthful vigor, his manly energies, and the matured wis- 
dom of his declining years, were all exerted in the service of his breth- 
ren ; who, in turn, repaid him with their full confidence. Elected trustee 
in 1803, 4 and 5 ; vice-president in 1824, and president in 1825 and 26,— 
his mild and conciliating rule was ever gladly obeyed, and his whole de- 
portment strikingly exemplified the legitimate union of the faithful me- 
chanic with the perfect gentleman and conscientious Christian. His 
memory will ever be revered and honored amongst us; and permit me, 
in transmitting this testimonial of sincere regard, to express my individual 
sympathy and entire respect. 

Very truly your friend, 

GEORGE G. SMITH, President of the Association. 

An invitation to attend, by delegation, the Fair of tbe 
American Institute at New- York, was accepted, and the pres- 
ident, S. Fairbanks, and I. Harris, were appointed to perform 
that service. 

The following candidates were admitted during the 
year : — 
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on G. Cheever, Saddler. 
I'J&raham W. Crow niti shield, Cnbi- 

I Utillip Kelir, Plasterer and Stiicrn- 

William Chesley, Mason. 



CharleB Ciwlid^'p, Westminster, 

Chair-mater. 
Charles Davenport, CambriJge, 

Rnilrnoil Cnr-biillder, 
Edwin Bailey, Carpenter. 
George C. Thacher, Iron- fouu dor. 



Thirteen rnetnbers deccaseci, viz, Henry Purlvitt, Jesse Tiit- 
Ue, Simon Pearson, Harrison Gray, Frederick Lincoln, John 
Snelling, Timothy S. Nichob, David H. Ela, John Pierce. 
Peter Mackintosh, Caleb Hartshorn, Daniel Meswinger, and 
Samacl Perkins. Four of these were original members, and 
were eminently active in organizing the institution. 

Seventeen members were discharged, whose arrearages 
Bmounted to $24d. 

The report of the finance committee, made up at the close 
of the year, embraces, beside the customary details concern- 
ing the funds, a review of the proceedings connected with 
the operations at the Revere House. The treasurer had ne- 
gotiated a loan of Sixty-five thousand dollars at the Provi- 
dent Institution for Savings, bearing interest at six per cent, 
for ten years, with the privilege of paying Five thousand 
dollars annually towards the extinguishment of the principal. 
The incidental expenses of the year exceeded the income, by 
the sum of §1,684 28; owing mainly to expenditures cou- 
nectcd with the building committee, and the unusual amount 
paid to the families of deceased members. 



18 4 7. 

Annual meeting, January 7. The following report from the 
goverDraent was read by the president: — 

Boilon, Jttn. 1, 1847. 

The paal year having been marked by an enterprize which will doubt- 
less be remembered as an important epoch in our history; and as (he 
annual meeting atlorda the most suitable opportunity for bringing forward 
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whatever topics of moment may require the consideration of the associa- 
tion, the government have thought best to submit a special report of their 
doings during the year, that you may be made acquainted with the man- 
ner in which they have fuliilled the trust confided to them ; also, to sub- 
mit such measures as they judge requisite to sustain the reputation, and 
ensure the prosperity and usefulness of the associaion. 

You are aware, Brethren, from the report which has already been read, 
that our funds are now entirely invested in the Revere House ; and it be- 
comes proper, therefore, that the government should, in the first place, in- 
form you fully as to the present state of that property, its cost, and its 
future prospects. 

It will be recollected that at the special meeting in February last, the 
government were empowered to improve the estate in the manner which 
should appear to them most for the interest of the association, and to 
borrow on mortgage of said estate such sums of money as might be 
necessary. They were also empowered to sell the bank stocks in which 
our funds were then invested, or such portion thereof as they might deem 
expedient. These extensive powers were granted in consequence of of- 
fers which had been made by individuals anxious to obtain the premisea 
on lease after they should have been converted into a hotel ; and these 
offers were such that the government felt themselves fully warranted in 
instructing the president to make the detailed report upon which the 
above named powers were granted. 

Acting under this full authority, the government immediately proceed- 
ed in the duties commiltcd to them ; but scarcely had these duties com- 
menced, when other otrers were made from several quarters, so much be- 
yond their anticipations, that they felt bound carefully to review the whole 
subject ; and, considering that the funds of the association were in all 
probability to be permanently invested in the estate, it became a grave 
question, tlierefor(», wliat should be the character of the improvements to 
be effected thereon, whereby those funds might be made most perma- 
nently productive, and, of course, the property most permanently val- 
uable. 

Two modes suggested themselves: — one was to obtain the greatest 
possible amount of rent from a small expenditure ; the other was by 
erecting a building of the first class, and being content with a smaller 
present income, to obtain a property, likely, for an indefinite series of 
years, to be constantly rising in value. The latter principle was, after 
due deliberation, adopted by the government, and has formed the basis of 
their operations. 

It is probable that had the first mode been preferred, we might, for a 
time, have realized a irrcator profit ; but practical men need scarcely be 
told, what was quite evident to the government, that a building of this 
class soon needs so many and such expensive repairs, and in the course 
of even a few years falls so far behind the constantly improving taste and 
increasing wants of a large city, as to be, in the long run, rather a bill of 
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expense Ihan a smirce of profit. Whereas our present building, although 
it w«u> not possible, under the ciroumsla rices, to give il exlemally an im- 
posing Brclittectural character, yet, all is sulitl anil permBnent, and is fur- 
niahed with every modern improvement; and in internal convenience 
and nealness, will not yield to any ediAce for Bimilar purposes in the 

As to ila olToring a profituble investment for our funds, the governmeol 
feel themselves warranted in saying that this is beyond question, — as 
can easily be demonstrated by the facia in the case. The estate is leased 
for t^n yCArs, to Mr Paren Stevens, late of the New-Bngland House, ia 
this city, at a rent of Twelve thousand dollars per annum, — or the inter* 
est, at SIX per cent, on Two hundred thousand dollars. 

Now, by the report of the commitlee of finance, the building will cost 
when finished, One hand red and ten thousand dollars, — yielding, there- 
fore, an interest of nearly eleven per cent. Il will, as has been staled in 
the same report, be subject to a mortgn^ of Sixty-live thousand dollars, 
mt six per cent, per annum, with the privilege of paying yearly Five thou- 
sand dollars lowarda discharging the principal, which discharge, as can 
easily be calculated, the pnymenl of tliis yearly sum, will effect witbiii 
the period of the mongnge ; leaving the properly at the end of that time 
free and unencumbered. This sum can be spared without the least in- 
terfering with the legitimate purposes and wants of the association ; lear- 
iDg, in fact, after paying all interest and expenses, about Eighteen hue* 
(Ired dollars to be used as you shaJI hereafter direct. 

And now, what ia the present aspect of this whole affair? You have 
taken your funds from investments where, on the average, they could not 
be expected to yield more than five per cent. ; you have invested them In 
S property which is, in the first place, much more safe, as all must allow, 
— for whatever may be the lluctualious of national prosperity, or national 
policy, real estate must still, under any imaginable state of things, short 
of entire destruction by some great natural calamity, be worth a very 
large per centage of its cost ; and who can say this with safety of bank 
stocks, or any other stocks! Again, in addition to greater safety, you 
hftve also greater profit, — for itislead of five, you have nearly eleven per 
cent and that secured for a term of years as strongly as human security 
can do il. And last, though not least, you have secured a property which 
will warrant you in erecting, if not now, at least in a very few years, and 
from your own resources, without the necessity of asking abroad for one 
single dollar, a building which shall not only answer the praclicnl pur- 
poses of our association, — but you can ulford also to make it an enduring 
livonnment of ihe taste, skill and enterprise of Boston raocbanics. And, 
I' Brethren, you can do this from your superfluous funds, without encroach- 
ing in Ihe least on those means which should ever be sacred to the use of 
the destitute and the atDicted. 
I As Ihe organ of Ihe government, I feel it my duty again, now that our 
I fdnds wlinit of it, to call your attention to the subject of ■ Stadmg and 
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Canvtrtalioa Room, — where our members may become belter 
with each oilier, and by Muiul intercounte endearor to do awsj 'wift 
those unworlhy jealousies, which In all communities me ea apt to mlnnga 
meohauios iuid artisans from each other ; where topics of interest to iIm 
iodustrial world may be discussed ; where, in fact, we may find grati^ca- 
tion and improvement for ourselves, and a. common centre of leunioa to 
our friends from abroad. 

But, in order to make this succeed ss it ought, and as it might, «« 
must coraraeuce a Library. I have spoken of this before, and I csniM 
allow the present opportunity to pass, without bringing this all'inipoTtMii 
subject again before you. 1 believe we are the only institution of me- 
chanics in the country which remains destitute in ibis respect ; anil this 
want is unworlhy of the well deserved reputation of our membcrsfor skill, 
induHlry and intelligence; it is unworthy of our great resources u aa 
association, that we should remain one moment longer withont Mine de- 
cided and efficient action. I do not undertake to point out the naeutS) 
but I have no doubl that a commitlee of this associalion can be saleolol, 
who will devise a plan of operalions, which shall be ealisfaclory to the 
association, and perfectly successful in its results. 

It also becomes my duty, in obedience to the insiruclions of the gov- 
emment, respectfully to remind the associalion, that the present is the 
year of our Triennial Exhibition of Manufactures, and the products af in- 
dustry generally ; and the government recommends thai measOTes Im 
taken at this meeting, whereby we may hope that our fifth Irieaninl exbi* 
bition may be carried through with the same triumphant success whioh 
has marked its predecessors. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, in behalf of the governmeDI. 

GEORGE G, SMITH, Prttideal. 

Wbich report was accepted, and ordered to bu recorded 
and placed upon file. It was then 

VoUd, unanimously, Thai Osmyn Brewster, the treasurer of this cor- 
poration, be and lie is hereby authorized and directed to make, execute 
and deliver to the Providenl Institution for Savings, in the town of Bos- 
ton, in behalf of this ussociuliun, a promissory note for Sixty-live thoumiil 
dollars, payable in ten years from dale, with iuleresl al the rate of six pet 
centum per annum, payable half yearly, with liberty to pay Fivo ihouBud 
doUara at the end of eiich year from date. 

Voted, Thai George G. Smith, the president of this corporation, be and 
he is hereby authorized and directed, to make, execute, acknowledga ud 
deliver, in the name and behalf of lius corporation, to tlie Provident la* 
slitution for Savings in the town of Boston, a mortgage deed, with ww 
mnly, of the real estate, in said Boston, at the corner of Boivdoin-squaie 
and Bulfinch-atreet, which is particularly described in the deed recorded 
with Suffolk Deeds, Lib. 544, Fol. 137, — the condition of said deed of 



CHAKITABLB HECHANtC ASSOCIATION. 



lid principal 



sum of Si;(ly-five thousand 
of giiid promtsflory nole, — 
1 not less ihau Thirty ihou- 
ind the paymeni of all taxes 



Itiortiragp lo be the payment of e 

dollars, vrilh interest, aocording |i 

tiie effecting insuranc^e a^ainat tire in a su 

BBnil dollars for the benefit of saiJ morlgagfl, 

levied or assessed on said premises. 

Vottd, That said note and mortgage, when executed and delivered oa 
Kforesaid, shall be valid and elfectiial to all intents and purposes, as the 
note and mortage of this corporation. 

The sum of One thousand dollar? was appropriated for the 
use of the committee of rfMef. 

Frederic W. Littcoln, juti. proposed the following reaola- 
tions: — That the Fifth Exhibition of American manufac- 
tures and mechanic arts, under the auspices of the associa- 
tion, be held during the month of September next; — that 
the government be a committee, with full powers, to make 
the necessary arrangements, &c. — and that the sum of Five 
thousand dollars be appropriated for this object: — All which 
were adopted. 

The following officers for the year were elected : — 

Get 
Hei 



George G. Smith, Presidenl. 
Henry N. Hooper, Vict-PresidtiU. 

John Green, jun. 

James Went worth, 

Seth Simmons, 

Charles Bond, 

David Tillaon, 



Osmyn Brewster, Treasurer. 

John Kuhn, Secretary. 
Lnyall Lovejoy, 
Isaac Gary, 
Leopold Herman, 
Joseph L. Bates, 

Trusttts. 



The building committee and superintendent'of the Revere 
House were re-appointcd to their respective ofEi^es. 

That portion of the government report, in which immediate 
action towards the establishment of a Keading and Conver- 
sation Room and the commencement of a Library, was re- 
ferred to a committee, composed of George Darracott, Fred- 
eric W. Lincoln, jun, Joseph M, Wightraan, Pelham Bonney, 
and James B. Dow. At the request of Mr. Bonney, April 1, 
the committee was discharged from further service on the 
subject, and, on motion of Frederic H. Stimpsou, Messrs. 
Bonney, Lincoln, Wightman, Dow, and Stimpson were 
appoiDted a committee on a Library and Conversation 
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Mr. Stevens took possession of the Revere Iloase, early in 
the spring. It had been pro]>osed to have an entertainmpnt 
for the members iif the assocmtion and their families, to cele- 
brate the openiufT of the house. Having expressed & wish 
that the government shonld assame the management, the gov- 
ernment accordingly uiulertook the direction. The entertain- 
ment took place on the evening of Wednesday, April 28, and 
was numerously attended by the members. The honorary 
members were present by invilaiion. The wives and other 
female relatives of the members formed an interesting portion 
of the company. The tables were spread with all the luio- 
riea of the season, and all the delicacies of scientific cookery. 
Wine was, however, excluded. The president of the associiu 
tion presided, and introduced the festivities with congratnls* 
tions to the members, on the successful result of their enter- 
prize, and a hearty welcome to the guests. 

The school committee made a favorable report of tbe »08- 
cess which had attended their operations, and recommended 
a continuance of the school. Their recommendation waa ap- 
proved; a new committee was appointed for the next seUM^ 
and Five hundred dollars placed at their disposal. 

The committee on a library and reading-room presented a 
report, in which the immediate action of the associatjua in 
favor of the project was urged with great earnestness. The 
consideration of the report was postponed from time to time, 
till November 4, when, at a special meeting of the associa- 
tion, a committee of fifteen members was appointed, with in- 
structions to call upon all the members of the associaliun, 
and solicit subscriptions for the contemplated establishment. 

At the quarterly meeting in July, a letter was received from 
Hubbard Oliver, formerly a member of the association, atat- 
ing that, some time since, be had been discharged for delin- 
quency ; and respectfully requesting to be reinstated, if, on 
consideration of his case, he should be deemed a fit subject 
for such action. The letter was referred to the government, 
with full power to reinstate Mr. Oliver, if, in their judgement, 
it should be deemed right and proper. The government rp' 
ferred the matter to Messrs. Brewster, J. Green, jaji. 
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Bond, to investigate and n-port. SuhseqiK-nlly the commit- 
lee iidkIk the fullowiiig rejiort, which was acM'itted by the 
{(oscniment, ordered to !»*.■ recorded, and .submitted lo the 
assuciatiuii fur tlieir approval : — 

The commiltee of ihe Kovernmenl of tlie Miusochiwetls Charitable 
Mechanic Asso^jation, lo whom was referred ihe petition of Mr. Hubbnrd 
'Olirer, asking to be reiiiMHted as n member of ihis association, have at- 
tended lo the duty assigned them, and would respecirnlly report; — 

That ao long a period of lime has clapaed since he was discharged, 
Ihat nothing but general facts can now be gathered in relation to his case. 
It appears by our record, thai Mr. Oliver vraa admitted a member of the 
ABBOciation in Jane, 1802 ; and that he was dischnrged for delinquency in 
1834. It thus appears that he was a member foraboul thirty-two years, — 
» longer time than was necessary lu have constituted him a life member, 
hail his asseaamenlB been promptly paid. It appears by our books, that 
ihey were promptly paid for twenty -sii yeats; after which, we are in- 
formed, lie became embarrassed in business, and that his circumstances 
were such that he was probably nnable to pay them. Whether his dia- 
oharge resulted from a feeling of delicacy on his part, in not wishing to 
nake known his situation, or from a want of sulficient inquiry into his 
case by the governmenl then in ollice, we are unable at Ibis late day to 
leam. That the letter of our constitution would sanction the course pur- 
sued we have uo doubt, but whether it would be in accordance with its 
Bpirit, which declares that " beneficence shall ever be a primary and con- 
Bpicuous object of the Eissociation," we may well doubt; and the propriety 
of discharging any one from the aasouialion who has been a good and 
faithful member so great a number of years, we should alw doubt. As 
this is a case for which we find no parallel on our records, and one which 
the government finddilTicult lo settle without exercising a doubtful power, 
or perhaps establishing an unsafe precedent, ihey would, therefore, prefer 
bringini! it before Ihe association, for their decision, rather than take a 
doubtful tesponaibility upon themselves ; in doing which, Ihey would re- 
spectfully report, that this government, in their opinion, ought to teflom- 
mend a re-ins tallraenl of Mr. Oliver, as a life member of the association, 
by paying the amount of assessments that would have made him so, or by 
a remission of the same, as ihey may think most proper to do. 
Respectfully submitted, In behalf of the government. 

OSMYN BREWSTER, 
JOHN GREEN, Jun. 
CHARLES BOND, 

CommitUe. 

This report was presented to the association at their meet- 
ing in October. It was received with Buch marks of appro- 
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batioii, as mnnifested the exiKtrnre of a tit-sire, not roere-ly fo 
do actual justice to an injured, an aged and respectable mem- 
ber, bnt to clear the association frotn any staiu of reproach in 
tbe matter. Several members wpoke in tcrma of regret for 
what had taken place, and of great rrgard for Mr, Oliver. 
Mr. Fairbanks remarked tliat " he had known Mr. Oliver for 
many years, — that he always esteemed liim for his anliring 
industry, sterling integrity, and uprightness of eoudnct, in 
every relation of life; and, without intruding to cast the 
shadow even of a rencetlon on the motives which prompted 
his ejectment; he inuttt confess his astonishment that sacb an 
act should ever have been a subject of record on the gericrally 
fair pages of the books nf tbe association." After these and 
other feeling remarks, it was " voted unanimously, — eveiy 
member rising in his place, that Mr. Hubbard Oliver be, and 
hereby is, re^admitted a member of the Massuchiisetts Char- 
itable Mechanic Association." ll was also " voted unani- 
mously, that any arrears or assessments, which may be due 
from Mr. Oliver, be hereby remitted." And the secretary was 
directed to comnmnicate to Mr. Oliver the action of the asso- 
ciation in respect to his case. Mr. Oliver had the satisfaction 
of knowing that he was reinstated as n member of the asso- 
ciation; but that satisfaction was of short cnntinnnnce. He 
died a few weeks afler the proceedings above related. 

The Fifth Exhibition was opened on Wednesday, the 
fifteenth of September, and clojied on Saturday, October 2. 
Fancuil and Quiney Halls were connected, as before, by a 
bridge. Joseph M. Wightmnn was the superintendent, and 
under his judicious and efficient management, all things went 
on with regularity and harmony. The quality of the various 
articles exhibited was thought to be superior to that of any 
former exhibition. In number, also, they far exceeded those 
of any other exhibition. The number of contributors, — one 
thousand six hundred and fifty-three, — exceeding those of the 
preceding one by two hundred and eighty. " In machinery, 
(aaya the report of the managers,) the display was greatei 
than ever before; and the characteristic ingeoaity <rf oar 
countrymen never displayed itself in a greater variety of imm 
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Ciiriirivancpa of all kinds were there, from the cvcHiistiiijj; 
wj-liiMg-machioe, in twenty tiili'ercnt shape?, — each explain- 
cil ;iiid recommended with the volubility with which Yaii- 
krcs alone can talk, when their interest is concerned, — and 
the apple-pttriiig machines, and the chopping machines, to 
lighten the iiidnalriona hoiiae-wifc's labor, and give her enli- 
nary products greater perfection, — from these to sipinnera 
and the loom?, and a multitude of others, regulated and gov- 
erned by the mighty sleam -engine, moving a» if instinct with 
life, and, like a powerful monarch, putting in motion, and 
controlling all." It was nriginalljt.iMtflHd«d that an address 
should be delivered by some one of the members before the 
association and their guests, at some suitable time and place, 
daring the exhibition ; but there were ditlicultics in the way, 
and the attetnpt was abandoned. 

The government, at one of its early sessions, reinstated a 
member who had been discharged on account of delin(|ueiiey. 
At the quarterly meeting in July, it waa voted, "That the 
government be respectfully requested to report at our next 
quarterly meeting, the authority by which ihey reinstated Mr. 
■ - ■ ." The government, at a special meeting, Novem- 
ber 4, presented a report, stating, that in the absence of all 
constitutional provision on the subject, they were compelled 
to fall back upon precedent, and cited several cases, in which 
their predecessors had performed similar acts, — reinstating 
discharged members on payment of all arrearages. As these 
acts of their predecessors had received the sanction of the 
association, they considered their proceedings, in the present 
case authorized and justifiable The report was accepted. 

The negligence of persons, who had been admitted mem- 
bers by ballot, in subscribing the constitution, gave rise to 
Rome warm debates during the year, and a remedy was pro- 
vided by a change in the constitution in that particular. 

A slight misunderstanding occurred between the committee 
on the apprentices' library and the otQcers of that institution, 
which produced a vote, " that the committee be instructed to 
communicate to said association, as the sense of this govern- 
ment, that we have at all times an undoubted right to make 
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B Revere House property, as stated by the biiildiiTg com- 
', appeared to have cost, including interest before it be- 
B available, the sum of ^141,781 28. And it was aup- 
i that an additional aunt of JSOO wonid be necessary to 
[Cplete certain improvements contemplated by the commit- 
" This was certainly (aay the committee of fitiancp) a 
h greater sum than was at first contemplated ; but your 
mitlee have, nevertheless, no hesitation in saying that it 
rter all, the very best investment for our funds that could 
Ksibly have been found. For, setting aside those feelings 
'. pride with which it ought to be regarded, as contributing 
r the enterprize of this association a great accommodation 
i ornament to our city, and the higher standing which we 
take before the public, as the proprtetora of an edifice so use- 
Gal as well as so handsome ; — it can easily be demonstrated, 
e think, as was said before, that as a mere investment, it 
I -pays us, and, under any reasonable contingency, will continue 
I to pay us a higher rate of interest than we could look for 
I elsewhere." After some remarks, tending to show that the 
rent of the Revere House, though low, was still profitable, 
the report proceeds to say, — " Its prosperity has been proba- 
bly altogether unexampled in the history of hotel property. 
"When the Tremont was first opened, it was altogether un- 
produotive, both to the proprietors and the keepers, — and so 
continued for- a term of years; and yet, that building, al- 
though much smaller than ours, commands a rent of more 
than Twenty thousand dollars a year. And so of the United 
States and the Astor, and in fact, of every large establish- 
ment, esceptthc Revere House, it has required a long time 
to make them known, and a slill longer time to make them 
profitable; but ours, under the judicious conduct of our les- 
see, who is as careful to make the morals of his house as un- 
exceptionable as its management in every other respect, 
seems to have sprung iuto full success from the day of its 
opening, and obfaiued at once that prosperity which is, in 
ordinary cases, the work of years." 

The report proceeded with congratulations concerning the- 
recent Fair and Exhibition, and some very sensible and ap- 
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proprinip remarks on the proper nae of snch esliibittons; — 
noticed, in respectful and affectionate term?, the death of 
James Wentwortli, one of Ihe trustees, — and concluded with 
the following just tribute to the labors of an officer of the 
government: — "The committee cannot close their report, 
without performing an act of simple justice to the treasurer, 
in drawing Ihe attention of the asHociation to the onerous da* 
ties, under which that officer has labored during the last two 
years. Finauciai operations requiring great ability have fallm 
upon him, far beyond any thing in our former history, and in 
which he has been compelled to labor alone, without the poe- 
sibility of receiving that aid from the head of the association, 
which, under the peculiar circumstances of (he case, lie, ordi- 
narily, would have a right to look for. He, and the generous 
firm of which he is a member, came up to the rcsrtie, when 
there was none to help ; and so long as truth and disiuterrst- 
ed devotion to its interests shall be held in honor by the asso- 
ciation, these gentlemen, who have sacrificed and arc still 
sacrificing their own personal and pecuniary interest to ours, 
at a period of peculiar commercial distress, will merit, and, 
we trust, will receive, our deep and heart-felt gratitude." 

Several members withdrew from the association, and a few 
were discharged for the usual cause, — delinquency. 

Fourteen members deceased: — Ephraim Marsh,' Daniel 
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"Whittritlge, Henry Bailey, Oliver Jolionnot, Jacob 
L. Libbey, John Mack, Samuel Clark, Jeremiah Wai$l]- 
, Seth Fuller, George W. Adams, James Wentworth,* 



•d rlill earlier 1 Wooilen lulies were llieii ukiI, Mr, Munh slwiij-a iwed iron 
, and il mxy be thai llio paliinl wrb oblainrd Tor Iheir lue Mr. Manh made 
nl hundred wishing mnvbines fur Ihu inveniur, Uis ller, Mr. Weld or Bralalree. 
■Ih> mvle oiaoy hundred liiai&g lur wenving. ind gaioe B|ilniiing jeoniesi hefors 
liim were buili. In conneclion wilb James Boiler, lie liuili itie ilee]ile uf Hollu- 

le « ihe oamor of Wwbinglun and Ckixle-ilreeli. He ke|)l a reuuni of all lbs 
rinnldin^baereuled, Ihcniimlwrurwbiub, Id lb'<3, wis Iwu hundred and Uny-rtiur i 
ilBled by one wbu hud been his apiireiiiiee, thai he bulli enough, afier that 
■ke up ihe nitmlwr In ihiee liiindred From Ihe repreKtilaliona uf IhoMi 
I moil runiilnr wiih Mr Manib, il may be Inrerred Ibal Ihe Miuiig paiM» in 
I cak-uUligi) ; and ihal, if be woa not a firsl rale 
WOfiunan, wiib his own haiidi, he was an txvelleul iilanner sad uunlriver; a f^wJ 
}BdyeorwDrk,ind howloKlaliout H Job. and aceoinplish II lo Ibe hesl advanluge. 
He m* not a greai reader, bui madig hmiseif TaruilMr wilb lbs coiuiuun book* of bU 
time wbiuh Irealed orarubilealute. lie wn* qmek lo see and In treasurti up iniprove- 
nuBta Ihal mci h» eye,—' won reudy wiib a plan for a dlffiuull job, —and was Queni 
tad ptaiisible, ir not scienliGc, la givins reB»un> and explaining bis idea*. The Gnt 
nWJW Quliiuf, liad great conriJetiue iu Mr. M-irrh'a jiidgemeni, and conaidiMl him 
■Ifonl hying out end coniimciiug iho iiew Markci- house, and lU coutiguoua Improve- 
Uient*. irhe wat nul sclentilii; aud prolound, he had a liberal share of [bat Yankee 
•Ithbule whicb la called coNTRivAitOK, — ready, willing, kind, and neighborly, wilh a 
(uod Dwuioiy and large eipenenue. He was a beuuvulciil uiun, and nave liberally to 

of our aasorialion, he declined liking Ihe Forly-dollar doualiun, aud gave il u a con- 
iribaiioa lo the committee of relief He died February lU, ]a47 ; and as the treasurer 
hM DD rcconl of the payment oC the eusloinnry donalton lo Mr. Marsh*s Taiiiily or ex- 
eculors, it may be safely concluded ihil ha lefi direcliuus wiih his hein lo make no 
GlaiiD for it. Ho Ion an estate worth J|t40,000, and would probably have let! SW.OUO, 
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• James Wemworlb was burn in Boalun, February 14, 17!)4. A\ ihe ago of four- 
lean, he wai apprenticed lo Ihe well-known Briii of Ruxsell & CulkiT, edilora and pro- 
pflMonoflbe Boston Gazelle. Mis laste for Ibearl ofprinling and bis untiring iadus- 
tiy, made him one of Ihe bent job priolen in Ibe cily. and he acquired an enviable 
npulBtion among Ibe members of the prufestion. In February, iSM, in conueclioa 
Witb Henry W. Duiion, Mr. Weatworlh coiniuenced Ibe buiinesi of book and jab 
pniUiDg. In 1600 Ihey begau the piihlicalion of Lhe Daily PIvening Traiiicripl, edited 
bjr Lynde M. Waller. The busmets of ihis Cmo was carried on wiitt aclivily aud 
punclualily, and produced a liberal income Mr. Wviiiworth was an aelive member 
oroutaasocialiuu, and served a Dumber of years as an ellicienl member of the coin- 
tDiUM) of relief, lie wia a metubcr of Ihe governineul at ibe time of hia decease, 
wliieti waaon ibe IWenly-liiunh of Ocluber. iblT, An obituiiy noiioe in lhe Tran- 
•oripl DfOolober 28, speaking of Mr. Weolworth'i skill as a piinler, lays, very truly, 
" Hia laale wai discriininaling. There was a si) hi in Ihe appearance ofhis cards, tlllc- 
pagea, and oilier liincy work, which wbi> peculiar. To use lhe words of a I'riead, he 
looLed uiH>u a title-page aa an anitt would look upon a piclure li luiut liave ill light 
■od shade and relief, else il was nol perfect, or agreeable lo his keen eye. Every- 
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Hubbard Oliver,* Nathaniel Perkins, and Thomas Crc- 
bore.f 

The following candidates were admitted : — 



Abraham O. Bigelow, Watch-maker. 
Samuel L Winsor, Carver. 
John Mears.jr. Slove-manufaciorer. 
William B. Oliver, Tin- plate -worker. 
D.C.Johnston, Ensraver. 
Geo^o E. Willis, Tin-plale- worker. 
Elbriilge Teel, WJieelwright. 
Edward Uemennny, Tainler. 
John Wilson, Pallern-maker. 
Nathaniel Stevens, Manufairlurer. 
Joshua Lord, Carpeuler. 
William Tileston, Varnisher and 

Polisher. 
William Schouler, Printer. 
William A. Swift, Carpenter. 
Charles W. Brown, Carpenter. 
Oliver Edwards, MaehiaisL 
David Stone, Machinist 
Ira Russell, Cabinet-maker. 
John W. Mason, Currier. 
Henry S. Hills, Chair-painter. 
Josepb M. Doe, Upholsterer. 
James Gould, Tall nw -chandler. 



Cliarles H. Laughion, Iklason. 
Willard Hawes, Masmn. 
David Simpson, HousewrighL 
George T. Blake, Mnniiiiictnrer. 
Hugh M. Currier, Upbalsleror. 
John Wiley, Printer. 
Robert L. Robbins, DenlisL 
Osgood Brailley, Car-builder. 
Thacher Bcal, ALason. 
W. K. Bacall, Upholsterer. 
Joseph N. Howe, Glass-mantifacl'M. 
Ariocb Wen I worth, Boap-stim^ 

Lewis Locke, Carpenter. 
DelmonI Locke, Coppersmith. 
Charles H. DeRacbmont, House- 

wright. 
Albert Bridges, Car-builder. 
Wilbam Heywood, Cabinet and 

Cb air-maker. 
Edward Crehore, Card-mannGwt'et. ' 
Charles Steams, Mason. 
Moses F.Winn, Shoe-miuiufaottuw. 



>l passed bii hsnd was peifrcl anii finiahod. Some o( ihe bcsl spcciBieoi of 
I illuminated work ever iuucd In lite vily were eiecnled \iy bitn " 
ibard Oliver whb a lailor, anil, in tsrly lire, tianiaeied ■ large hiniaen. tl« 
imarkably modett mnn, and, though he had the fiiuullif of plaainf an «3t(«- 
oreuBloiDera, he wauled cnnfiilenDc to urge |»ymenl ffom many oriheffl. who 
lo be oileo reminded of ilieif oblif(alione. From this aune bo hMt fropettf 
lo have made hun rirh, aud beuame reduced lo poverly. (See the pnirfd 



playiDg card*, — or which lie « 



suppliec 



vely known ihan n 
IS long faniiliar lo those Ibul sold 
the ninDuracturer on a large scale 



Hit 



I before hii doslh, be relinqiii>be< 
in bvororbis two tons, whaponued Ibe batine« lill Iheir ficlury 
Sre Mr Crehora was born in Milion, and learned of bia Eilber Ihe trade of 
maker. Soon allcr be was free. Jeremiob Sinilb Boies, <a genlleman well ki 
Boelon, wealthy and geaerous.besned,) sugvesicd 10 him (he probabitily i>r n 
the manufadiire of playing^cnrd', and rnmiihed llie ca| 
The plan sueceeded beyond uxpeelalion. Mr Crehore's 
bslanee for Mr. Boies's cub, mid tbo partnenhip conlinu 
salisr*clion 
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OlBcers for the year, cbosei 
nary 6 : — 

Henry N. Hooper, Freiident. 

BilliDgs Briggs, Vite-Prmideat. 
Charles Bond, 
David Tillson, 
Loyal Lovejoy, 
Isaac Cary, 
Leopold Herman, 



I at Hie ntniual meeting, Jaii- 



Osmyn Brewsler, Tremifrti. 

JoliQ Kubn, Sicrttary. 
Joseph L. Bates, 
John P. Ober, 
Naihaniel Francis, 
Fredoriclc H. Slimpson, 

TrmUis. 



Committee of relief: — Walter Bryeiit, G. C. Sanborn, 
George YeiideJI, W. Mifcliell, 11. B. Crooker, William B. 
Oliver, W. R. Carnes, Eiias King^ley, Edward Maxwell. 
One thousand dollars (in additinn to $459 85, balauce of the 
preceding year'd appropriation) was placed at the disposal of 
the coramitlee. 

On the recommendation of the library and reading room 
committee, it was voted, that the government should lease 
the hall and upper apartments in the edifice belonging to the 
Provident Institution for Savings, in Tremont-street ; — and 
that the committee on a library and reading room should cause 
the hall to be fitted in a suitable manner for the purposes 
contemplated,' The committee also submitted a resolution, 
" That an assessment of Two dollars be laid on each member 
of the association, to meet the expenses contemplated in the 
preceding votes ; and that the treasurer pay the same [the ex- 
penses referred to] from said assessments, upon the bills be- 
ing approved by the committee." An amendment to this re- 
Bolution was offered, purporting that the life members should 
be exempted from the contemplated assessment. On this 
proposed amendment quite an animated debate arose, in 
which several life members participated, and repudiated the 



* For KVEisI yean, iha goveramenl bad occupied a room in one of ihn ci[y build- 
ings 11 Coun.»qusre, Since Ihe puiage or Itiue toIcs, Ibe re^^lar meellngi of ihc 
mwoeiMiud and ot tixe governmeal have been (told in ihe bill at ihe building Iberein 
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expected to ask, to bes. in fart, for this offered gratuilv, through a eom- 
raittee frnm our uwn body. This I siren uu lis ly, and [lerhaps eomen-hat 
inilignitntly' resisted; fur I tfiu indiimaiil thai we had been drawn inio so 
Wbc h position ; ihn opshul we nil remenibpr but loo well. Afiar infinitn 
trouble and vain negotiations, the diflicullies and vexations of which run 
never be appreciated by ihose who did not share in them, the whole pro- 
ject, to our then infinite mortification, foil to the ground. And. my friends, 
under all the circumstancRs, ought wc not to thank God thai it did so? 
We could not then have buill independently ; but now, since that desi^-n 
■was proridentially defeated, how different is our position! A couiss of 
policy has been adopted, undtr which onr funds, if managed even with 
common prudence, will, in a few years, enable us, from our own teinurces, 
wiiliout afikiiig from abroad fur a single dollar, lo carry out our long con- 
templated idea ; lo erect such an ediQce as shall perfectly answer iho 
purposes required for a library, for reading, conversation, and lecture 
rooms, accommodations for the ^•ovemmeut and for rhe aecrelary, and, in 
fuct, fur all we can de«ire, whether as regards the honor, or the useful- 
ness of the associalion. And in carrying out this course of policy, by the 
erection of the Revere House, during which the conflicting opinions of 
individual members have at times thrown discouragement upon the ef- 
forts of the government, still your confidence has never been wanting ; 
you have never discouraged us, but have given us all we asked for, nnd 
have passed the various measures from time to time proposed, uniformly 
with « cheetfulneas and unanimity, for which, on their behalf, as well as 
for myself, I again express tny sincere and hsart-felt gratitude. 

In the arrangements for the FilUi Exhibition, also, and during its con- 
luiuonce, you have seemeil to feel the nueruu^neas of the task devolving 
npon your officers, and your approbation and countenance have, so far a.* 
anything could, lightened those duties, and cheered their burdensome 
detail, by the reflection that we were not laboring in vain, nor spending 
(WT strength for nought ; but that our toils (neither few nor small, I can 
uenre yon) were fully appreciated and approved by you, for whose honor 
•nd beoetil they were undertaken. 

And now, by your votes of this evening, you have laid upon me person- 
ally yet another obligation. Vou have gratified me beyond measure, by 
Kcceeding to my often expressed wishes for the commencement of a 
reading room and library. And this measure, so vitally important to the 
interests, the permanent interests of the association, and which could not 
have been much longer delayed without serious injury, has been com- 
meoced in a manner which promises entire success. You have, for the 
first lime, burthened yourselves by an eslta assessment. The first time, 
I should have f>aid, for some years ; — that those funds sacred to the re- 
lief of the dealilule may not be touched ; and you have, by the revival 
cuslum, given evidence oF your entire readiness for exirt, 
exertions whenever the good of the institution requires ihem. 
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And fiiuilly, iluuiking from my heart the indiTidual members ooinpo»- 
ing the successive boanls of goferameDt, during my term of ulfioe, f(t 
their unifunn kindaess and eliicient aid at all limo«, aud the associalim, 
one and all. for ihcir considerate and conslanl support. — □irotioginybal 
wislies for iheir health and happinesa, and for the conliiiued ptuoporit)' af 
this itisiituiiun, so dear to us all, — I now bid you, gciiilcititfn, one and 
all, a reapoutful. aJfeclionate uid graleful luevrell. 

Tite goveniiiicnt were instructed to apply to the Leglsit- 
turp fur power to hold additional real estate. The power ap- 
plied lor was granted, and ati act was passed, aulhoriicing 
" the HHsoL-iation to hold real and pergonal eatate to the valtie 
of One hundred thousand dollars, in addition lo the araanat 
they art! now authorized to hold; and the incottie of the same 
shall be applied to the same purposes as are specified in tlie 
former acta concerning said association." 

A committee, consisting of James Clark, Uriel Crocbtf, 
Robert Bacon, Charles Bond, and Pelham Bonney, was «p- 
pointed " to revise the constitution throughout." On motfail 
of Mr. Clark, the president was added to the committee. 

At the government meeting, January 14, the vice-prcsideirt, 
treasurer, and Loyal Lovejoy, were appointed a "coraraittee 
on the Revere House, whose duty it should be to have the 
general oversight and care of that cstafte, and report a» often 
as once in three mnnlhs, — frv, at the first meetings in April, 
July, October, and January, and at any other mooting of the 
government, when matters of interest may require it." 

Special meetings of the govcrnmentwere frequently hfid, — 
chiefly for the transaction of business connected with the 
Revere House. Changes were made in the mortgages on 
that estate, found necessary in order to legalize the seeurity 
for certain funds, obtained by voluntary subscriptions among 
the members, to pay outstanding bills. At a special meeting 
of the association, the committee were instructed to appro- 
priate the net earnings of the Revere House to the payment 
of notes to Stephen Fiiirbanks and Uriel Crocker, amounting 
to Twenty-three thousand dollars, loaned by those members. 
Certain proposals, by the lessee of the house, for uniting with 
it an adjoining building, were received and acted upon. 

March 9. Voted by the government, " That we attend the 
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funeral ceremonicg, about to take place in tliis city, in honor 
of our late venerable and lameiifed honorary member, Ex- 
President John Quincy Adams ; and that the association be 
DotiEed, in the papers of the day, to assemble at their rooms, 
in ibe Savings bank, for the purpose of proceeding in a body 
to the place assigned them in the civic procession in honor of 
his memory.' 

The treasurer informed the government, March 10, that, 
pursuant to instructions, he had eflected insurance on the 
mechanic apprentices' library, for One thouinaud dollars. 

Messrs. Henry N. Hooper & Co. presented to the associa- 
tion a bust of a late honorary member, Nathaniel Bowditch, 
IAj. D. made of bronze, and cast at their foundry in 1844. 
The present was accepted and suitably acknowledged, and 
the bust was placed in the hall of the association. 

The regular quarterly meeting, in April, was held, for the 
first time, at the association's rooms over the Savings bank. 
The committee on a library and reading room presented a 
partial report, and were allowed further time lo complete 
their arrangements. The vote, instructing the committee to 
make general application to the members for donations or 
Bubacriptlons, in aid of the proposed library, &e. was re- 
scinded. 

This meeting was again held, by adjournment, on the 
eighteenth day of the month, for the special purpose of con- 
sidering the report of the committee on the revision of the 
constitution. The chairman of the committee read his report, 
which "embraced such alterations and amendments as the 
committee deemed desirable, in order to obviate the dilficul- 
ties and perplexities which have occasionally arisen tinder 
the present form of the constitution." The various propo- 
sitions of Ihe committee were taken up separately; some 
were adopted without amendment; others produced discus- 
Bion and were subjected to alterations. Meetings, concern- 
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ing the subject, were held by adjournment, April 25, May 2, 
and May 9. It was then voted, ^ that the whole subject of 
altering the constitution, with the report then before the asso- 
ciation, be re-committed to the same committee, with in- 
structions to report anew at the quarterly meeting in October. 
Four members, — Messrs. Fairbanks, Stimpsou, Dow, and 
Marvin, — were added to the committee. A number of votes 
passed, on motion of different members, instructing the com- 
mittee to consider the expediency of introducing other pro- 
visions into the constitution. 

Twelve members were added to the government as a com- 
mittee of arrangements for the Triennial Festival. On mo- 
tion of George G. Smith, it was voted, "that the committee 
be requested to make such arrangements for the festival, as 
will permit the members to enjoy the privilege of introducing 
their ladies to the festivities of the occasion." As usual, the 
committee of arrangements divided their labors among sub- 
committees. The tickets of admission to the festival ad- 
mitted one gentleman and two ladies, and the price was fixed 
at three dollars. The commrittee held seven meetings to ma- 
ture their arrangements. 

The festival and the quarterly meeting took place on the 
fifth of October. The association met at ten o'clock in the 
morning; and, after some preliminary affairs had been trans- 
acted, postponed all further incidental business to the next 
Wednesday evening, to which time it was voted to adjourn. 
At twelve o'clock, the members were formed in procession, 
by Granville Mears, chief marshal of the day, and preceded 
by a band of music, proceeded to the " Second Church " in 
Hanover-street. The customary religious services were per- 
formed by the Rev. S. H. Higgins, of the Methodist com- 
munion. The following ode, written by Epes Sargent, Esq. 
was sung by a select choir: — 

God bless our native land ! 
Prosper tlie loiling^ hand 

Of every clime! 
Bid all good eflbrts speed, 
Whelher by word or deed, 
Till all mankiod are freed, 

From want and crime ! 
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But in Ihy love we teek 

Wisdura (U1<1 migbt : 
All itiat i* good in An 
Tliuu nnd iliy work* impsrl ; 
Graieful be every heirt' 

God fpn^d 1)ie Rl^hl '. 

An address was delivered by William Schooler, " breathing 
none other than a pure and lofty spirit, tending to awakea 
the sluniberiug energies of the mechanic, and encourage him 
to continue in the purtiuit of knowledge, that he may develop 
to his senses the best, though sometimes hidden, resourceH, 
that lie within the grasp of an inquiring mind. In chaste 
and beautiful language, the speaker depicted the happiness 
that is in store for t!ie mind that is devoted to the advance- 
ment of the arts and sciencea, whilst he strove to stimulate 
to renewed and increased action all who cherish a well- 
founded regard for them." 

At an early hour in the evening, the members and their 
guests, accompanied by female relatives and friends, assem- 
bled in Faneuil Hall. The president, Mr. Hooper, made a 
short speech, alluding to the fact, that this was the first time 
that woman had been invited to participate in the festivi- 
ties of the occasion. He introduced to the audience, in suc- 
cession. Governor Briggs, Josiah Quincy, jun. the mayor of 
the city, Robert C. Winthrop, member of Congress, and Lien- 
teijant-governor Reed, — each of whom made his speech, 
complimentary of course to the mechanics. A supper was 
49 
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prepared in the upper hall, nnd whilp a portion of tlie com- 
pany were engaged in partaking of it, anntlier portion exer- 
cised theinaelves in dancing, and tlius, diflen-nt sections al- 
ternated till the night was well nigli worn away. 

An invitation from the city goveniinent, that the assoria* 
lion should join in the public ceremonies whifh were to be 
observed in celebration of the introduction of the water of 
Lake Cochituate into the city, was received and accepted. 
Under the direction of Samuel Adams of Milton, as chief 
marshal, the members generally attended and joined In the 
public procession. 

Soon after the opening of the rooms in the Savings bank 
bnilding, the hall was decorated with the portraits of Benja- 
min Russell, presented to the association by Henry Farnbamt 
Esq. in 1S4G ; — of William Breed, — a benefactor, whose 
gift of a thousand dollars has been already noticed, — pre- 
sented by William W. CJapp; and the full-length portrait of 
Harrison (jray Otis. The history of this picture is rather 
singular, and is explained in a report made to the association 
by Joseph L. Bates, chairman of the committee on the library, 
who had been requested to inquire into the origin and own- 
erahipofit. The report says, — "The information we have 
been able to collect respecting the portrait has been obtained 
only from the recollections of those who were original sob- 
scribers to its cost, or active in the business affairs and gov- 
ernment of our association at the time it came into our pos- 
session. No correspondence concerning the portrait, or record 
of the gift, has as yet been found. The portrait was painted 
a number of years since by Mr. Chester Harding of this city, 
and was paid for by a subscription among Mr. Otis's friends 
and fellow-citizens. It has never had a permanent resting- 
place, but has been on exhibition a number of times, at the 
Boston Atheneum and at our own exhibition in Quincy HalL 
At one of our exhibitions, about the year 1842, the govern' 
mentof the association were personally requested, by parties 
interested in its ownership, to take it into our keeping. At 
that time the elegant gilt frame, which incloses the picture, 
was obtained by subscription among our members; and It 
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appeared, for the first time, (iuiiihcd and coinpleti*. Tlie por- 

I Irait has bpen for a long time deposited at tlie Boston Atlie- 

I lieam, subject to the ordL-r of our asMOciiition ; and your vum- 

mittcc recommend that it be placed in some suitable position 

io our own hall." 

The bronze bnar uf Dr. Buwditch was placed in the hall, ou 
a suitable pedestal. 

The special committee on the "Library and Reading and 
Conversation Room," to whom was referred, under instruc- 
tion from the association, the establishment and prosecution 
of that enterprize, made, October IC, the following Report of 
Pfogrrss : — 

Ttie Rabject was put into ihelr hands in November of last year, with u 
propMal to procure a room, and immediately to wait upon the membera 
of the EMBOcialion and Boljcit their aid either in the form of money or 
books. Soch, hawBTer, was the pecuiitary pressure under which the 
whole community were laboring, that it was deemed inexpedient at thai 
' limo to proceed with this duty. It was thought that when sach an appeal 
ma made, it should be in a season of general prosperity ; when the re- 
qmnse should hu of a character honorable alike to individuals and the 
aseocialioa. But in the mean time, the commitieG have not been idle ; 
Qie presRnl elegant and commodious rooms have been engaged, and 
fitted up under our direction. If the committee had accomplished nolhing 
mow, their appointment would not have been in vain, for we now have 
rooms, centrally located, which we, In a certain senae, can call our own ; 
we are not obliged from time Io time to hire a hall to hold our meetings ; 
our government rind the secretary have an olSce for their accommodation, 
famiahod with the best facilities for the transaction of business, and the 
members themselves have a place for social intercourse and communion 
wheneTer they may avail themselves of its privileges. 

Although the |)rojeci of a Ubrary was for a time postponed, yet it was 
deemed not advisable to give up llie entire euterpriec, and the coraraittea 
were accordingly instructed to procure periodical matter, and commence 
dug Astociation^i Reading Itoom. The rommitlee have, agreeably to their 
instroctions, already subscribed for a large number of journals and news- 
papers. More can be added when the members resort to the rooms and 
iiidicato their wants. There are foreign periodicals of much merit, which 
■hould be upon our table. In fact, this department of our association 
■hould not be behind any other, as a depository for all ibose rich contri- 
bntiona to science and art, which the teeming press of the old aud new 
world is continually pouring forth. 

The next thing which seems Io be necessaiy to carry out our uader- 
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taking, is to matare some plan for the management of the rooms, and to 
select some person to be its responsible superintendent The duties of 
our secretary have already become so arduous, that he finds it necessary' 
to spend a portion of his time each day in his office, to meet the calls 
and business of the members. In order to make our reading department 
what it should be, an honor to the association and a real benefit to its 
members, will require the services of some one who can give nearly his 
undivided attention to it. The secretary is on the spot ; becoxnes better 
acquainted with all the members than any other person ; he is conTersant 
with all the interests and affairs of the society ; he is an important organ 
of the s^overnment, and seems peculiarly fitted, by these and other con- 
siderations, to fill with dignity this position. It has therefore been 
thouglit expedient by the committee, to recommend that rather than 
establish a new office, the duties of librarian and superintendent of the 
reading room be added to those of the secretary, with the understanding 
that he is to devote his entire time to them, and to receive for such ser- 
vices a suitable compensation. 

Havini; thus given an account of the progress which we have made, 
and our views of the manner in which this new project should be con- 
ducted, the next question which occurs is, as to the source from which 
wo shall procure the means to defray this additional expense. For this 
puqiose we must examine the financial condition of the association, to 
see if the requisite amount can be withdrawn from our funds for this ob- 
ject. Our sources of income at the present time are two, — first from the 
Uovero House, and the otlicr from the annual assessments of the members. 
The tirst is solemnly pledged for a number of years, to pay a floating 
debt for money borrowed on account of said house. When this is liqui- 
dated we shall have a larire and handsome income, amply sutRcient for 
conductini^ the association upon a liberal scale. But it must necessarily 
be a number of years before this can be relied upon. The other source 
of supply is the admission fees and the annual assessments of the mem- 
bers ; — and here we are met with the remarkable fact, that for a large 
number of years, the revenue from this source has not been equal to tlie 
expenditure. The amount distributed in charity among the members, 
and the funeral fee given to the families of the deceased, have far ex- 
ceeded the sum received for such purposes. 

It may be interesting to go a little more into detail in this matter, and 
accordingly we have called upon the treasurer, and from him have ascer- 
tained the following facts : — We have taken the past six years for our 
data, and find that the admission fees for this period have averaged 
S240 per year. There has bc;en paid to families of deceased members 
S406 per year. Thus leaving an annual deficit of $1(56. There has been 
received from members' assessments, for the same time, S 1,308 per year. 
There has been paid out to the committee of relief, for schools, and other 
necessary expenses, for the same time, S*2,267 per year ; — making a de- 
ficit from this source of $969 per year. Thus making the excess of ex- 
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ect tax upon the 
i proposed thai a 



iditore over recoipW from these two sourcoa amount to Sl,lSo per year. 

t, the peel si\ years we hiive leceived S9,'28i> ; and in the same 

oe we hare expended $16,1142 92; — excess, £S,7ST 32. The balance 

» been made up by drawing upon other funds of the association ; and 

f ■ tbs resolt would have been, if it were not for our investment in the Ra- 

-rere Hoose, that the association would have grown poorer each year of 

ilB exislenee. 

13 then manifest, from these facts, that if the 
r ibr greater advantages, its members must furnish mo 
pnipcMe. This can be accomplished, either by a dii 
timnbers, or by a liberal volitnlary contribution. It wa 
resort be made io both of these means, and accordingly the 
bj" a. unanimou.t vote, laid an assessment of Two dollars upon each mem- 
ber, to meet the expenditure of filling up and furuiahing the rooms, and 
giving an impetus to the commencement of the undertaking. This as- 
Beesmcnl has generally been cheerfully paid, and now the quet'lion oc- 
OUrB, has the period arrived when we shall appeal to the liberality of the 
members, to carry out the undertaking to tls final cons ummal ion, or shall 
ws slop here, and remain satisfied with what we have already done. 
TbB committee would advise to neither course, but would suggest that 
our object might be obtained without materially increasing our annual 
expenses, if we are willing Io keep them what they are, drawing upon the 
fnltue for payment, provided wo withhold for the present another appro- 
pritttion, which in the minds of many has become to be considered one of 
qaeslionable utility. 

For a number of years we have expended from 8500 to 8(500 annually 
for a drawing school, — an object in it.self most praise worthy, but not so 
■atisfaclory in its results. We believe that all, who have been conversant 
'wilh it, have become satisfied that although some good has been accom- 
plished, yet il has not in any degree been commensurate with its large 
cxpenditare. The school has usually commenced each year wilh a 
goodly number of pupils, but has as uniformly aa the novelty wore ofi; 
ooon dwindled down to a amall number. A large proportion of the seals 
are vacant nearly all the season, while at the same time the association are 
paying for (he education of a full school. For Ihis no blame can be at- 
tached to the teacher or the committee, but it ia an evil growing necea- 
narily out of a cystem which cannot be easily remedied. Now, we pro- 
pose, for the present, that thia expenditure should cease, and that the 
same funds or a portion of them be devoted to other laudable purposes of 
ihe association. Let us have a reading room, filled with the intellectual 
treasures of the day, where we can often meet each oilier, and promote 
those mutual good otHces and fellowship, which was the lending feature 
in llie parly design of the associnlloii. If this amount of our funds is ap- 
proprialed aa il has been, ils elfects are limited ; only a few apprenticea 
of the members are benefited ; while, on itie other hand, in the plan pro- 
poaeJ, the whole association of members derive an advantage, and soma 
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real and tan;^iblc good is seen and acknowledged. Let us feel that one 
of the great objects for which we are associated, is to create a union of 
sympathy and interest. The most elRcient means to this end is to foster 
frequent meetings and social intercourse. When this is accomplished, 
we can extend our influence and let others besides ourselFcs share in its 
blessings. 

The committee therefore would recommend, that the rooms of the as- 
sociation be opened forthwith, at convenient hours of the day and ere- 
uing, for the accommodation of the members ; and that the secretary be 
requested to take charge of them and the reading department, for which 
services he shall be suitably compensated at the discretion of the gov- 
ernment. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, in behalf of the committee. 

F. W. LINCOLN, Ju.H. 

The committee on the drawing school submitted a report, 
embracing a letter from its teacher, Mr. D. C. Johnston, and 
detailing the course of instruction. A commitee was ap- 
pointed to take into consideration the subject of the school, 
and report a plan of future operation. A motion was made, 
that ^400 be appropriated to continue the school, — which 
was laid upon the table. 

Tiie president, as chairman of the committee of finance, 
made a report to the government, October 26, as follows : — 

To the Government of the Association. 

(Jr.NTi.KMF-N. — Tin' .'issocintioii, ;it thoir mootinir lield on the sixteenth 
iii>J.iiit. Volcd, '* Thai th<» nioiiis of the association be opcntnl forthwith, 
at coiivoniLMit hours of (li(» <|j«y and ovpiiiii'j, for tlu* afcoinnKxialion of 
the iriombors ; and tinit Iho s«»(.T(.'lary ho rtvjuostcil to take char;re of thoin 
and tho readinij^ dupartniont, for wliich servico he shall be suitably com- 
pen>alt'(l, at llie discrotioii of tlie govornniont." 

To carry said vote into execution would involve the expenditure of 
moneys, therefore the committee of finance, in the discharge of their du- 
ties as overseers of the fiscal concerns of the association, would respect- 
fully report: — 

Tfiat they have advised with the treasurer in relation to the linances of 
the association, and would slate, from information derived from him, that 
tlie condition of the treasury is such, as, in our opinion, calls for the exer- 
cise of the most rii^id economy in our expenditures, as said vote cannot 
be executed unless the necessary means are first provided. 

HENRY N. HOOPER, Chairman. 

This report was deliberately considered, and it was there- 
fore, " Resohedj That it would be improper for this board to 
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incur ttie expense contemplated by a vote of the association, 
passed on the sixteenth instant, for the establish tiiLMit of a 
reading room, without the necessary means to meet the same 
be first provided." 

This report and resolution were submitted to the association 
for the information of the members. They were taken up, 
and discussed at a special meeting in the month of October, 
end were referred to the next regular meeting. 

The report of the committee of relief, stated that thirty-four 
individuals had received assistance from the funds. Thirty 
of the recipients were widows, most of whom were old and 
iiiBrm. One had a husband living, from whom she received 
no aid, and liad several young ebildren to support- Two 
males were on the list of recipients, both old and infirm, and 
very destitute. The amount distributed by the committee 
was Nine hundred and thirty-five dollars, 

The whole amount of money received by the treasurer, 
from various sources, during the year, was $41,2S5 61; the 
disbursements, §40,724 45; leaving a balance in his hands, 
of $501 16. The available property of the association con- 
sisted of the Revere House, (cost) $143,^^99 38; cash in 
hands of the treasurer, $501 l(i ; amount due from members, 
91,856. Making in all the sum of One hundred and forly-ffve 
thousand sis hundred and fifiy-sxx dollars atid fifiy-fovr cents. 
The indebtedness of the association, was, notes payable to 
the Provident Institution for Savings, §65,000; script issued 
for temporary loan, §17,700; interest accrued, §2,272 42. 
Total, Eifchly-four thousand nine hundred and sevenly-lwo dol- 
lars and fortn-tWQ cents. 

The property to which no value was affixed, consisted of 
on iron safe for books and papers, — desks, tables, chairs, 
time-piece, gas fixtures, carpets, stoves, portraits, books and 
pamphlets, in the library, &e. &c. Leaving the net amount 
of the property of the association, without taking into ac- 
count office furniture and fixtures, Sixli/ thousand six hundred 
and eiffhtif dollars. 

In the report of the committee of finance, from which the 
preceding statement is abridged, it is said, — " At the time 
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the association authorized the script above named, it was 
proposed to issue the amount of $24,000,— > that being about 
the amount of the floating debt at that time. Although great 
exertions were made by the government, they were not able 
to dispose of so large an amount to the members, and it was 
thought unadvisable to offer it out of the association. The 
most of that amount had been due from the association for 
some time, and, owing to the great scarcity of money, the 
demands were quite urgent At this critical juncture, when 
our credit was likely to be impaired for the non-payment of 
dues, our oft-tried and faithful friend, the treasurer, generously 
stepped forward, and, by his money and credit, relieved the 
association from its immediate pressing wants ; and through 
his continued assistance during the year, our debts have been 
met, and our credit preserved." The committee spoke in the 
warmest terms of commendation of the treasurer, for bis en- 
tire devotion to the interest and welfare of the institution; 
and also of those members of the association, who generously 
came forward with their money, and took the script, bearing 
six per cent interest, when a much higher rate could easily 
have been obtained for loans in almost any sums. 

Only five persons appear to have been admitted during the 
year, viz : — 

John Vose, jun. Patent-leather- William P. McKay, Watch-maker. 

manufacturer. Leonard Fuller, Iron-founder. 

Charles Woodbury, Mason. ' Thomas Blanchard, Machinist 

Three members were discharged at their own request 
Twelve were discharged for delinquency, the aggregate 
amount of whose arrearages was One hundred and ninety- 
two dollars. 

The annual report states that one life member and eight of 
the members liable to assessments had died, viz: — Ruel 
Baker, Cornelius Briggs, Eleazer Nichols, Lewis Burckis, 
William G. Edwards, Edward Sargent, Theodore Washburn, 
and Samuel N. Dickinson.* 



* Samiiol Nelson Dickinson, the origrinator of the *' Boston Almanac/' and its odd* 
ductorand publisher for fourteen yearsi was born in the town of Phelps, Onttrio 
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I One life member deceased, namely, Joseph Lovering. 
This venerable gentleman had been one of the moat valued 
aod respected members of the association; nor was lie less 
I valued and respected by his fellow-citiaeus, who often placed 
I bini in otiices of trust and responsibility. He was the son of 
Joseph Lovering, a tallow-chandler, and worked with his 
&tber as an apprentice, till he was twenty-one years of age. 
l^e and a brother carried on the business many years in con- 
oection with their father, under the firm of Joseph Lovering, 
& Sons. Afterwards he pursued his calling separately. He 
jpined the association in 1799, and was chosen treasurer in 
1S12. This office he heUI seventeen years, discharging its 
<|atie«i with the strictest fidelity. The records furnish ample 
I evidence of the generosity of his heart, and the memories of 
' Qome of his cotemporaries are richly stored with testimonials 
of his virtuous principles and good deeds. Mr. Lovering was, 
ipaoy years, a selectman and a fire ward, tinder the old town 
government, and was fur some timetreasurer of the Masaachu- 
qett« Charitable Fire Society. He was born September 19, 
1758, and died June 30, 1848, at the good old age of eighty- 
nine years, eight months, and twenty-five days. 



r - 



■nd died in Roxbnry, December 16, 1E>48, in Iho 
] early sgo, he was led aa orphan ia humble cir- 
le an or priming in Geneva, N. V. His employer 
here lie remained a year or two, and then wcnl lo 
I Bl Ihe Iff* foutidry. Ia 1%'20 he began buiincM 
a Bl Ko. 32 Wiuhingion-alreel. " Ilia ofllce rapidly 

11 hiB cilBbkahmenl compriied iwelve spacioua haU* 
' of grouiirj, cruwded wilh BQ innumeralle variety uf 
HnlerWa or the choicett kind. Bad comprizing b perrecl fmiodery for Uie maourarlBre of 
■irpe." Mr. DielunioB acquired an eilended repulau'on by a peneverance and devo- 
tion ID hi* calling, almoal unparBlleled. and which brougbl on coniumplion and prema- 
■HvJcBtll. [See BoaloD Almauic, IbSO.pageSl 

I 50 



(aaaniy, N. V. December II, ISOl, 
lortf-ciglilti year of hi« age. Al ai 

died, ana be went to New-Vork, w 
BoMon, and pnnucd bit oocupBiioii 
(or him*eir, in Iwu troaJI apartment 
Wenl ihrougta a leriea of inn>rom 
Wall after mil mu pi 
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18 4 9. 

Annual meeting, January 4. The president, as ehainnan, 
presented the report of the committee appointed to "revise 
the constitution,'' which was read and laid on the table. 
The president stated that the committee had given to the 
subject their careful consideration, and submitted a draft of a 
constitution, which, they believed, contained all that was de- 
sirable in the present instrument^ and such additions as were 
deemed necessary to meet the condition of the association. 
For the purpose of enabling the association to act on the 
report understandingly, the draft of the proposed constitution 
was presented in a printed form. He further stated, that, by 
a vote of May 9, 1848, the committee were " requested to de- 
vise some plan, by which future nominations of officers of the 
association may be made at large ; " — that " they bad given 
to the subject their careful attention, and came to the con- 
clusion, that it is inexpedient to make any constitutional pro- 
vision in relation thereto: — believing it to be more appro- 
priate to leave the matter with the members, to be disposed 
of as they may deem best for the time being." 

The president next called the attention of the members to 
the vote, passed by the association in October last, in relation 
to the opening of the rooms of the association and giving 
them in charge of the secretary, — and asked what action 
should be had thereon ? No motion was made in relation to 
the subject, and it remained without action. 

After the presentation of other reports, which referred ex- 
clusively to the affairs of the preceding year, the following 
officers were elected : — 

Henry N. Hooper, President, Osmyn Brewster, Treasurer. 

Billinga Brigg», Vice-President John Kuhn, Secretary. 

Lsaac Cary, John P. Ober, 

Leopold Herman, Robert Marsh, 

Joseph L. Bates, Joel Wheeler, 

Nathaniel Francis, Peter C. Jones, 

Frederick H. Stimpson, Trustees. 
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Committee of relief, — G. C. Sanborn, George Yendall, IL 
B. Crooker, William B. Oliver, Eliiis King^ley, EiKvard Max- 
well, Charles G. King, Caleb T. Praci, and WilUrd Uawt-a. 
One thousand dullar^i was appruprialed for Iheir distribution. 

The report of the committee on the new eonstitution was 
taken from the table, and, on motion, vot^^d that the consider- 
ation of it be postjfoned to a special meeting on the twelfth 
instant- At that meeting the new draft underwent a thorough 
discussion ; some articles were slightly amended; every sec- 
tion was acted upon separately, and nearly every one was 
adopted. Another special meeting was held on the nine- 
teenth of the same month, when the discussion was renewed. 
When the whole had been acted upon by separate paragraph^ 
the question was put on adopting the constitution as a whole. 
The votes were twelve for its adoption and eleven against it. 
The question was therefore decided in the negative, — three 
fourths of the members present being required in the affirma- 
tive to alter or amend the constitution. 

Another special meeting was held on the twenty-first of 
February, when F. H. Stimpson moved, that "the constitu- 
tion be amended, by substituting for the present one the draft 
which was submitted in print, by a committee, at the meeting 
held on the twelfth of January; and that the proposition be 
referred to a committee of three, to report at the quarterly 
meeting in April next." The motion was carried, and F. H. 
Stimpson, Uriel Crocker, and -Theophilua R- Marvin, were 
chosen to compose the committee. This committee present- 
ed their report at the appointed time. The report, having 
been duly considered, it was voted unanimously, " That we 
accept the report of the committee; and that we adopt the 
printed form of the constitution accompanying said report, 
amended agreeably to the propositions of the reporting com- 
mittee on a revision of the constitution." 

The commiltee lo whom was referred ihe motion of F. H. Slirapson, to 
amend the tonstilulion by aubstituling for the preienl one, the draft aub- 
niitled in print by the commillee at ihe meeliug of ihe asaociatioD held 
on the twelfth of January last, report: — 

Thai they have carefully considered the same, together with the va- 
rious amendmeulfl to it, which were proposed al the several meetings at 
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which it was under discussion, and now aubroii it, with •uch Kllenliani 
aod amendmenls, as, judging from llie diat-'usiiiuns uiil votes at ihe» 
meetings, they beliovo will meet the views of tlie members of the bs«o- 
eiation generally, — and lUey therefore reeommeml that ilie aecompanj- 
io]! dl^ft, which they have caused to bo printed, be adopted ss the con- 
slilution of this assoeiation, omitting th« words "and by-lawa" in the 
preamble and in article eleventh. 

For die comrailtee. FREDERICK H. STIMPSOS. 

CONSTITUTION. 



tt is universally admitted, that the combined oppraliuns of the Mi^chanir 
Powers have been the sourire of ilio^e D«efiil inventions and ecientilic 
arts, which have given to polished Rociety its wealth, canveniencies, re- 
spectability and defence; and wbiuh have ameliorated tlie canditionof 
its citizens, Rational, then, is the inference, tlint the association of thoM 
who conduct these powers in their operations, will prove highly bene- 
ficial, in promoting mutual good olRcea and fellowship ; in assisting llie 
necessitous ; encouraging the ingenious ; and in rewarding fidelity. To 
effect these desirable ends, the present associates agree to be governed, 
as a society, by the followiDg constitution : — 



i I. Tlie name of this association, as specified in the act of iucoqwia- 
lion, shall be " The Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic AsBooitttian." 

t 2. This association shall consist of mechanics, manufacturer*, and 
those practised in the arts. If a mechanic, he shall bu a. ma«ler work- 
man; if a manufacturer, he shall be either a managing proprieloi', or a 
superintendent of a manufactory ; if an artist^ he shall be in managemeol 
of business on his own account ; except as provided in Art. 2, Sec. 3. 

4 3. Every pemon, l%become a member, must be twenty-one yeais of 
sge, of good mural character, be approved by the government, receive 
two thirds of the votes of the membeis present at a regular meeting of iha 
association, pay to the secretary such admission fees as the reguhuionc 
may require, and within ninety days subscribe to the constilution. 

i 4. The officers of this associaion shall be a president, vice-presiden^ 
treasurer, twelve trustees, and a secretary ; and they shall constitute uul 
be denominated " The Government of the Massaobusetts Charitable He- 
chaoio Association." 



n fee shall be according to the age of tl 



4 1. The amount of admisi 
person admitted, aj follows : - 

From 21 10 35 years of age, fifteen dollars. 
From 35 to 50 years of ago, twenty dollars. 
Fifty y»ud and upwards, twenty-five dolbus. 
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Kach lueinbeT shall be subject to quarler-y early assessments of Fifty 

I t 2- Any person possessing; suitable q u til ifi cations, may betrome a life 
Aiiiiaber, by payin^j; Forly dollars. Any member who has been sueli for 
ithiriy years uninternipiedly, and has paid all assessments, shall be eon- 
>Bidered a life member. Any member who has been auoh for Iwenly 
years, and has paid all asscssmonts, may become a life member en the 
payment of Ten dollars. Any member who has been such for ten years, 
*nd has paid all assessments, may become a life member on the pay- 
ment of Twenty dollars. Any member who has paid all assessments, 
may become a lite member by paying Thirty dollars. Life members 
Khali be exempt from the quarterly assessments, but shall be subject to 
bII other rules of the association. 

i 3. Such persons of distinction, patrons of the arts, and friends to 
,'inechanics, as the association shall, from time to lime, agree upon, may 
be admitted honorary members by a vote of two thirds of the members 
present at any reg'ular meeting ; but they shall not be entitled to any of 
the pecuniary, elective, or controlling privileges of the association. 



\ 1. The meetings of the association shall be held on llie first Wednes- 
day of January, April, July, and October, at such time and place, in Bus- 
>8 the president shall direct. But should any public 



t, the president, with the 
prior or subsequent 



the day appointed for either of said 
advice of the government, may call i 

f 2, Every third year from 1821 there shall be a pnblic festival, in 
October, unless the association, al their meeting in January previous, 
Otherwise decide; on which occasion an address shall be pronounced by 
s member. The expenses of such festivals shall be defrayed by an as- 
sessment on the members ; frov'idtd, nevertheUu, thai if any member be 
out of the Slate, or be prevented by sickness from attending, or shall 
leare a notice in writing with the secretary, fifteen days at least before 
the celebration of such festival, thai it is not his intention to partake of 
the same, he shall be excused from paying the assessment which shall 
b« laid therefor. 

\ 3. The regular meetings of Ihe government shall be held monthly, 
ftud al such time and place as they may direct. 



t 1. The election of olTicers shall be held at the first meeting in Jan- 
nary, annually, by written voles, a majority making a choice. The presi- 
dent, vice-president, treasurer, and secretary, shall be voted for separately ; 
tbe trustees may all be named on one ticket. In case llie association 
should fail to elect all or either ot its officers on the aforesaid day, the 
meeting may be adjourned &om lime to time, until such election is com- 
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pleted ; provided, however, that not more than ten days shall intervene 
from one adjournment to another. 

\ 2. The same person shall not be eligible to the office of president, 
yice-presidenl or trustee, more than three years successively. 

ARTICLE v. DUTY OF OFFICERS. 

t 1. The president shall preside at the meetings of the association 
and government. He shall call special meetings whenever a majority of 
the government shall deem it expedient. He shall sign all documents 
and certificates issued by the association or government. He may ap- 
point such temporary subordinate officers, from time to time, as may be 
deemed necessary for the promotion of order, and the arrangement of 
processions. He shall read, or cause to be read, the journal of proceed- 
ings at the regular meetings of the government and association. 

i 2. The vice-president shall sign all official documents which require 
the signature of the president. In the absence of the president, he shall 
preside in the association and government. In the absence of the presi- 
dent and vice-president, a president pro tempore shall be chosen to 
preside. 

^ 3. The treasurer shall be intrusted with all the property of the asso- 
ciation not otherwise provided for. He shall, from time to time, invest 
and dispose of the funds in such manner as, with the advice of the com- 
mittee of finance, he shall deem most beneficial. He shall report an- 
nually, the amount and species of property in his care. He shall pay no 
money without a warrant from the committee of finance. He shall ex- 
hibit his accounts annually, for their inspection, and shall give them a 
bond with sufficient surety, for the faithful discharge of his trust. 

^ 4. The secretary shall keep a fair and correct journal of the pro- 
ceetlinu:s of the association and government. He shall collect all assess- 
ments and other dues from members, and pay the amount over quarter- 
yearly to the treasurer, taking his receipt for the same. He shall notify 
each candidate of his admission, within ten days thereafter. He shall 
notify each member of his dues lo the association. He shall issue nolifi- 
eations for all meetings of the association and government. He shall fur- 
nish the chairman of each committee with tlie vote of his appointment, 
and attend the meetings of committees when required. He shall furnish 
the committee of relief with the name of every person discharged from 
the association. He shall exhibit annually, to the committee of finance, 
a statement of his receipts and payments, and submit his accounts to 
their inspection. He shall ])e exempt from assessments or periodical 
dues, and receive such compensation for his services as shall be desig- 
nated by the committee of linance. 

AKTICLK VI. COMMON SEAL. 

The association shall have a common seal, which shall be in the care 
of the secretary, and which shall be alFixed to all its official documents 
and certificates which require the signature of the president. 
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II ^hall be tlie duly of tlie gavemmenl lo guard ihe inlerest, reepecta- 
'bility, and proeperily of the associaliun. They shall auperliitend ils pru- 
^ilential concerns, and pursue aiich measures as, in their opinion, will best 
, promote them. They may correspond with other aasocialion of merhanics 
|snd manufaclurers, on such subjects as are calculated to promote the 
Igeneral objects of this instilulion, and shall submit such correspondence 
Cto the association, for the infonnalion of its members. They shall have 
Ijpower to rerail arrearages to unfortunate mombers, and lo grant such 
(BOms to indigent members, their widows, or orphans, as they shall think 
mroper, not exceeding Twenty dollars in any one instance. They shall 
'teport to the association, at every quarterly meeting, all remittances and 
donations mode by them during Ihe recess. They shall examine and ap- 
fprove the record of their last meeting, previous lo reading the same at 
'the quarterly meeting of the association. They shall, annually, at their 
Ifitst meeting after the election of officers, appoint a committee of finance, 
f consisting of the president, (who aliall be chairman ix officio,) the vice- 
! president, and throe trustees, the latter to be chosen by writlen voles. 



e of relief shall be chosen by nomination annually, 
ion the day for and after the choice of officers, whose duly il shall be lo 



■eek out and relte 



ich indig 



t members of Ihe a 



' families, as may be proper objects of charily, and to receive and act on 
, all pelilions for relief. They shall report their doings quarterly to Ihe 
I secretary, that he may lay them before the government. They shall 
make an annual report in detail lo ihe government, previous lo the elec- 
tion of officers, which report shall not be recorded. 

t 2. The committee of finance shall superintend the expenditures of 
[the association ; they shall advise with the treasurer respecting the in- 
'Teslment of funds, and shall have the general oversight of the fiscal cou- 
{ cents of the aasocialinn. They shall examine the records and accounts 
I'of the treasurer and secretary, at the close of the year, and report a 
I Rialemeat of the property of the association, previous to the election of 



i 



t 1. Beneficence, and the promotion of the industrial arts, are the 
main objects of this association, and, to effect these, such appropriations 
ehall be made as may be conaiatenl with its funds. 

t 3. On the death of a member, the treasurer shall immediately pre- 
sent the sum of Forty dollars to his widow, family, or legal representa- 
tive ; bul when there is no widow, family, nor legal representative, then 
the money shall be appropriated lo defray his funeral expenses; first, in 
all cases, deducting therefrom his dues to the association. 
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^ 3. Aa it is compalible with the act of incorporation, and the good gf 
•ooiety, the association may, from time to time, when the stnte of ib 
finances will warrant, grant such premiums for superior workmanship in 
■be respective arts, ae the government shall deem expedJonL 

t 4. Any member who shall sulTer his dues (o the association Ut 
amount to Six dollars, having been duly notified thereof by the secretary, 
shnll be liable to forfeit his membership, and it shall be the duty of tbe 
government to report such members to the association for discbargci, un- 
less, in their judgement, there be circumstances lo excuse such delin- 
quency. A member, having been diiicharged for delinqueucy, shall not 
bo again admitted without baring first paid bis paat dues, and been bil- 
totod for by the assi>ciation. 

^ y To rewurd industry, correct habits, and fidelity, (lie association 
decrees, that when an apprentice of a member, on arriving at twcuiy-one 
yean of nge, shall produce a certificate from the person with whom hs 
hath servpi) his apprenticesblp, that he baa behaved with fidelity and at- 
luution, and has not violated any agreement made by him, it shall be tha 
duty of Ihc ifovemmenl to direct that he be furnished with a eertifi<^Ble, 
u»kM with the seal of the association, signed by the president and v; 
jtHMidtiitl, and allnsted by the secretary. Which certifici 
th« following terms : — 



Ma 1 M I 



MattachiutlU CharitabU Wrchaitit Atiotuition. 
To all who shall see these presents, Greetirkg. 

Whereas , of , hath presented to us the certificate of 

, of , setting forth, that the said hath duly discharged 

the duties, and fulfilled his engagements, as a laithfol apprentice, and 
that he recommends him as worthy (he conntenotice of the association: 
Therefore, 

We, the president and vice-president, in behalf of said ossocialinn, do 
grant him this certificate of our approbation ; anil do recommend hjra 10 
the notice, encouragement, protection, and patronage of all persons, in all 
countries where he may sojourn. 

In testimony whereof, we have caused llie seal of our association to bt 

attached to these presents, and signeil the same, this day of , 

in the year of our Lord , and in the year of our institution. 

Prttident. 

Attest, Vict-Prtfidtnt, 

Sccrelary. 

4 6. The government shall have power, at any meeting, by a. unBJU> 
mous vole of the members present, to expel any member mho shall be 
adjudged to be guilty of ungenllemanlike or dishonorable conduct; but 
tbe member so expelled may appeal to the association at any time wiilua 
one year from such expulsion. 

i 7. It shall be considered dishonorable and ungentlemanly condnal 
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for any member of this association to employ the apprentice of another 
person, who shall have left his service without his consent, unless the 
consent of the government of the association that such apprentice may 
be 80 employed shall have been obtained. But no such subject shall be 
brought before the government until the person aggrieved shall have ap- 
plied to the offending member, and the latter shall have refused, or for an 
unreasonable length of time neglected, to give proper satisfaction. 

i 8. Every person becoming a member shall be entitled to an authen- 
ticated certificate qf liis membership, and a copy of the constitution. 

i 9. Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the government, it shall be 
their duty to call a special meeting of the association, to fill the same. 

§ 10. There shall be an appropriate Standard for the association, to 
be borne in general procession. 

ARTICLE X RULES OF ORDER. 

f 1. At all meetings of the association or government, the members 
shall be called to order within thirty minutes after the time named in the 
notification for the meeting, provided a quorum is present ; to form which, 
nine members shall be necessary in the government, and twenty-one in 
the association. 

t 2. In all questions discussed in the association, the person speaking 
shall stand uncovered, and address the presiding oificer; he shall not be 
interrupted while speaking, except to be called to order. These rules 
shall also be observed in the government, except that the member may 
be seated while speaking. 

f 3. No member shall speak more than twice to the same question, 
except for the purpose of explanation ; unless he obtains permission from 
the members present. 

f 4. The presiding ofiicer shall have power, and it shall be his duty, 
to regulate the deliberative proceedings of the association and govern- 
ment, agreeably to legislative usage. 

\ 5. No subject foreign to the purposes of the association shall \)e in- 
troduced at any of its meetings for business. 

ARTICLE XI. 

f 1. The foregoing constitution may be amended or repealed when- 
ever three quarters of the number present at any meeting shall so deter- 
mine ; but no such alteration shall be made unless the subject shall have 
been proposed at a previous meeting, and, in the mean time, referred to a 
committee, and the same specified on the notification for the meeting at 
which it is to be considered. 

i 2. All former rules and regulations of the association inconsistent 
with this constitution are hereby repealed. 

51 
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A special roceting of the aBsociation was held on the 
tweoty-fiist of Pebraary, ^ agreeably to the request of Jtoob 
BacoQ and fifty-one other members of the association, for the 
purpose of considering the propriety of selling the real estsfte 
of the association, known as the ReTcre House.** BIr. Bacon 
oflered, for the consideration of the meeting, the foUomng 
resolve : — > ^ Jtesolred^ That a committee of five be chosen by 
nomination, to take into consideration the propriety of selltng 
the RcYere Honse, and report at the next qnarteriy meetisg 
of the association.** A general debate followed, in whieh 
Messrs. Bacon, Monroe, Wightman, Sears, Gilbert, Fki^ 
banks, Marvin, Urann, Smith, Darracott, Armstrong, Cool- 
idge, and Brown, were the prominent speakers. It was then 
Yoted, that the foither consideration of the snbject be indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

At the qnarteriy meeting, April fi, Stephen Fairbanks of- 
fered the f<^owing paper : -~ 

BoOm^ Afrii Sy lS4f. 

MASSAcBrsrm CRAKrrABLK Mkcravic Absociatiom. 

>Vherea9f This association is the owner of a valuable real estate in this 
city, known as the Revere House, which has been leased for a term of 
years to Mr. Paran Stevens, as a house for public entertainment; and 
\rhereas it is currently reported that there is attached to said establish- 
ment a public bar-room, which is accessible from the street, and open at 
all hours of the day and evening to any person who may desire to obtain 
intoxicating drinks at retail, in violation of the statutes of this common- 
\realth : and wheieas the keeping of such a public bar-room would be, in 
the opinion of the members of this association, contrary to the spirit, if 
not to the letter, of the agreement made with the said lessee ; therefore 
Yoted, That the government of this association be, and they hereby are, 
appointed a committee, with instructions to ascertain the truth in relation 
to s;ud bur-roimi ; and if it shall be found that it exists, as reported, in 
yiolution of said agreement, or is kept and continued for unlawful par- 
poses, that they shall immediately take such action in the matter as they 
may det>m mi>st advisable for the honor as well as the interests of the 
association, and report at the next quarterly meeting. 

The memorial having been read from the chairi a brief dis- 
cussion ensued. A motion for indefinite postponement was 
rejected, and the consideration of it was postponed to the 
next quarterly meeting. At that meetingi the preamble and 
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resolve were adopted, and the committee tliretited !o report 
their doings thereon ut the next quarterly meeting. The sub- 
ject was taken up by the government for consideralioti, Au- 
gaat 10, and, after brief discussions, wus referred to a com- 
mittee, composed of the president^ Messrs, Btimpson and 
Marvin. This committee made the annexed report to the 
government, which was accepted, to be presented to the asso- 
ciation as their report : — 

The comraiiiee lo whom was referred the resolutions passed by the 
association on the fifth of July last, have catefuUy considered tlie same, 
and beg leave respeclfully lo report ; — 

The resolutions allege, first, " Thai it is currently reported that there is 
attached to the Severe House a public bar-room acceasible from the 
SireeL" And, second, " That the keeping of such a bai-room ia contrary 
to the spirit, if not to the letter of the agreement made with the lessee." 
Thirdly, " They direct the government to inquire into the truth of these 
allegations, ajid lo take such actiori in the matter as they may deem most 
advisable for the honor, as well as the interest, of the associalion." And 
Ihey were evidently passed under the supposition that the association, in 
the agreement made with the present lessee, retained the right to inquire 
into aaJ control the sale of liquor and wine lo said huuse. 

The only legal evidence of the contract made with the lessee, is the 
lease. On examining that, your committee find that it contains no reser- 
Tatioa of the right alluded lo. It is a lease in the usual form, conveying 
to Mr. Stevens for the term of ten years, the premises called llie Revere 
House, for the purpose of keeping a first class hotel, upon the condition 
that he pay a certain annual rent. They do not find in the tease, or in- 
deed in the proceedings of the association or of the government which re- 
sulted in the making of the lease, any allusion to "a bar," the sale of 
liquors, or the manner in which said house shall be kept, — eicept, as 
before stated, that it is to he kept as a " firsl-cluss hotel ;'' and they are 
constrained lo say, in justice to the lessee, that the second allegation is 
not eorrecl. That the lessee has promptly and fully performed all the 
covenants on his part to be performed, — and has kept a hotel second to 
none tn the United States, — and promptly paid the rent as agreed, — and 
thai while he continues to do so. the association have no right to interfere 
with the management of his house. 

Your committee have not deemed it necessary lo inquire into the truth 
of the first allegation, it being evident that whatever might be the result 
of such inquiry, the association have no power over the matter. 

That the lease might have been drawn so as to have reserved such con- 
trol, and that, at the expiration of the present lease, if the association 
shall continue to own the properly, and then shall deem such a reaerva- 
liaa expedient, it can be so drawn, is not questioned ; — but, inasmuch 
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as until that time, the association have, of their own accord, relinqnished 

all control over the matter, your committee do not perceive that either its 

honor or its interest require anything to be done ; — and they therefore 

recommend that these facts be stated to the association at their meeting 

in October next, — and, if it is deemed expedient, a copy of the lease be 

furnished, for the information of its members ; — and that the govemment 

ask to be discharged from any further consideration of the subject 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HENRY N. HOOPER, 

FREDERICK H. STIMPSON, 

T. R. MARVIN, 

CommtMef. 

This report was presented to the association, October 3, 
and was accepted by a nearly unanimoas vote. 

A misunderstanding occurred between a member of the 
committee of relief and another member,* touching a donation 
of Five dollars, to the widow of a deceased member, which 
took up the attention of the government at several meetings, 
and was adjusted to the general satisfaction of the associa- 
tion. 

The treasurer received during the year, the sum of 
$15,785 24, — which, with a balance in his hands at the 
commencement of the year, of $501 16, amounted to 
$16,286 40. During the same term, his disbursements 
amounted to $13,536 75, — leaving a balance, to be carried 
to a new account, of $2,749 65. The property of the asso- 
ciation is thus stated by the committee of finance : — 

The Revere House, costing . . $143,608 38 
Cash, in treasurer's hands, . . 2,749 65 

Arrearages due from memhers, . 1,448 50 

$147,806 53 
Indebtedness, 81,884 08 

Balance, $65,922 45 

" The particulars which make up this statement " are on 
file, with other details, which do not appear on the record. 

The following persons appear to have been admitted as 
members : — 

Michael Dahon, Type-founder. Nathan Frye, Machinist 

Joseph W. Colman, Mason. Enoch Lewis, Machinist. 

N. C. A. Preble, Tailor. Thomas I. Roberts, Mason. 
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Ceorge Bothomlv, Plumber. 
I^wiB Kirk, Eiigmeer. 
'Wiliiam H. i^owarj, Iron-fuuniler. 
Ifojnuel M. Pook, Shipwriirhl. 
Gaorge B. Foster, Watch-maker. 
Benjnmm F Baker, Painter. 
Abel Slowell, VValch-maker. 
John H. Bacon, Manuiacturer of 

Fellings. 
Williajn Bogle, Wig-maker. 

Hon. KoBERT C. WiNTiiRop wa9 elected an honorary 
member. 

James Brown, Warren Thaxter, Thomac Bagnall, John 
Sikrs, John Wiley, Jamea Spear, and Nathaniel K. Lom- 
bard' deceased, 
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Joseph Cra-shaw, Carpet ■mnniifac- 

George N. NiehoU, Tailor. 
William Pearce, Plumber. 
Jutialhan E. Hazlelon, Alunufoc- 

Henry Wbiton, Carrioge-mannfac- 

Philo Sandforil, Lead— man iifac- 



18 5 0. 

Officers chosen at the annual meeting, January 2 : — 



Henry N. Hoojier, Prtiident. 
Billings Briggs, Vkt-PrtsideiU. 

Nathaniel Francis, 

Robert Marsli, 

i Sam Del Adama, 
Granville Mears, 
Frederick H. Siimpson, 
Joel Wheeler, 



Osmyn Brewster, Treiuurer. 
John Kuhn, Setrttary. 
Frederic W. Lincoln, jun. 
Hiram Bostvorth, 
John P. Ober, 
Peter C. Jones, 
Theophilus R. Marvin, 
Matlhcw Binney, Trusties. 



• No noliCB Ib mnde of the decease of Mr. Irfinibard on Ihu record or on Ihe Irem- 
nrer'i books, from which it i* presuuiecl thai no L-laim vna nuiile fur llici funeral (ta. 
He wu born in Tiuni, on Cape Cod, November 2^ 17^4, iiid lerved an appreniicE- 
>bip with Henry Hutchinson, sail- ma leer, of Boeion, Hit father was Captain Epiiraiiu 
Lombard, who removed to Bintoa in ITaS, anil war engaged as mailer mariner, in the 
employ of the Meura Codmang, unlit 1600. Our aasociule began buaJneat fur him- 
•elf m* a sail-maker, February 4, IWG, on Brimmer'a wharf, (Ihe T.) and cunlmued ■ 
MMoaaaful career, wiih great imluilry. till the lime of hu dcalfa, a period of more than 
Ibnjr-lhree yean On ibe biinb of Febrnary, 1MI>, Ihe proprjelon of Ihe T. hf 1A»r- 
ilio Brtinmer. Ert). presenied lo Mr, Lombnrd a tilver pitcher, a* a loken of tlitir 
cMeein and reopeel for a lenaal, who bad punued hit businew on ibe nine ipol fur a 
lerm of forty yeare, — a fact, >up|>o*ed lo be of lars orcurrence, — Ibe eonneclion 
havini been mntiially naiisfaciory, Mr. Lombard dwd it hi* country residence, iu 
"Weil-CimbiidBe, October 1, 1M9. 
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Nine members were appointed a committee of relief^ sod 
the sura of One thousand dollars placed at tbeir dioposaL 

The presideiifc laid before the Q^HoriaHon a letter he had 
received from Bryant P. Tilden, jun. concerning a school, 
which the writer was endeavoring to establish for instructioa 
in the sciencea of mathematics, mechanics, &c. and asking 
the aid and countenance of the association, which was referred 
to the government, and by the government to a sub-commit- 
tee. On the suggestion of the committee, a meetiug of the 
asifiociation was held, at which the public were invited to at- 
tend, to hear from Mr. Tilden a personal explanation of his 
project. Mr. Tilden delivered a written address, setting forth 
his plan, and the advantages he supposed the association 
would derive from their participation in it. The meeting 
was also addressed by several members of the association, 
and by Messrs. I. J. Austin, S. K. Lothrop, and C B. Good* 
rich, — all of whom expressed their conviction that the plan 
was practicable and of great importance to the community ;— 
that it would fend to elevate the character and condition of 
the mechanics and engineers, of this section of the country at 
least, and perhaps, if rightly sustained, would exert a wider 
influence than can at present be contemplated by its moat 
ardent advocates." The committee, to whom Mr. Tilden'a 
letter had been referred, reported to the government, January 
28, as follows : — 



trnpluted in the design of 
lan of {{real ener^iy AnU eutec- 
asm in regard tu the plan, and 
i qualities whifh itesen-e, awl 
1 of ihiB fact, it muy bo slated 
1 mechanical pnnulb 
I the conimeiicemeal 



The special cotnmiltee, to whom n'aa referred the communication o! 
Mr. Bryant P. Tilden, jun. in regard to a new school for enjpneers and 
practical mechanics, have devoted much time to the consideration of the 
subject, and heg leave to ofTer the following report : — 

They have had several interviews with the gentleman, have visited hia 
school, and examined the project with some care, and are happy to repinl 
that ihe resuit is of a satisfactory character. He appears to be a person 
of high intellectual culture, and of peculiar capacity lo teach the several 
branches of mathematics and mechanics, 
the school. He seems moreover lo be a 
prize, inspired with a good deal of enlhus 
appears not to be lacking in any of tho; 
will command, success. As an illustratii 
thai one hundred and twenty young men engaged 
have already enrolled their names as students sin 
«f Ihe school 
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The peculiar relation which he wishes the association to asstime, in 
Kgvrd to the school, ia embraced in certain propositiona which have been 
made to the committee, and which wilt be presented to the government 
■with this report They do not involve any pecuniary liability or respon- 
sibility, but are superriaory in their character. 

The plan is to establish an institution of high character and reputation, 
to furnish the student in mechanical pursuits with such aid in instruction 
Ba West'Point gives to the military, or Cambridge to the professional 
man. An enterprize so comprehensive in its design and so important in 
its results, it is thought, cannot be carried on efficiently as a private alTair ; 
uid hence he wishes lo interest our association as a public body in its 
favor. 

ir duty lo enter into an elaborate argu- 
heir only doubt has been as to 
ronfess, however, that the more they have 
B feasible seems to be its success. They 
s lo its own elevated position and 
icouragement which is desired. If it should 
iny loss ; and if it succeed, it will redound 



The committee do not feel 
ment in behalf of such an i 
ila practicability. They wilt 
examined the subject, the mo 
feel it a duly which the 
character, lo lend the little i 
ful, it wilt not involve us in 
to our honor and advantage. 

The committee, therefore, 



luld recommend that such books and me- 
chanical apparatus as may be useful to the school be freely loaned lo Mr. 
Tilden, he being responsible for the safe keeping and return of the same. 
They also recommend that he be invited to deliver a public lecture upon 
the interests of tlie school in our hall, at which the members of the asso- 
oia,tioa and their apprentices shall be present. And, farther, that a com- 
mittee of the government, or association, be annually appointed as a 
board of visitors or overseers of the institution, with such powers and du- 
ties as may hereafter be agreed upon. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

GRANVILLE MEARS, 
JOEL WHEELER, 
F. W. LINCOLN, JuN. 
OSMYN BREWSTER, 
T. R. MARVIN, 

Commiliet. 

Mr. Lincoln also presented the following resolutions for the 
consideration of the government: — 

Remlvtd, That the government do heartily approve of Ihe mechanics 
and engineers' school, recently established under the care of Mr. Bryant 
P. Tilden, jun. and deem it e.xpedieul that h should receive the care of 
the association and the patronage of its members. 

Eesohtd, That, in conformity with Mr. Tilden's request, we deem it 
advisable ihat, at the commencement of each term of the school, a board 
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of visitors be appointed, whose duty it shall be to visit said school fiom 
time to time, examine into all matters connected with its progress, make 
•uch suggestions and recommendations in its management as may seem 
best, consult in the appointment of assistant teachers^ and in a supervisory 
manner do all that they deem expedient to foster its interests and pio- 
mote its prosperity. They shall annually appoint one general examina- 
tiou of the school, and shall present to the government a report of thmr 
proceedings, and of the success and condition of the school, which re- 
port shall be read to the association at the quarterly meeting in October. 

Resolvetly That the board of visitors shall be annually appointed by the 
government, and consist of the president and vice-president, ex officio^ 
and four other members of the government, and five gentlemen from the 
association ; — and they shall not incur any pecuniary liability or respon- 
sibility. 

After deliberation and debate, the resolutions were adopt- 
ed, and the government proceeded to organize their ** board 
of visitors." To the president and vice-president were added 
F. H. Stimpson, F. W. Lincoln, jun. T. R. Marvini and 
Granville Mears, on the part of the government ; and from 
the association at large, Stephen Fairbanks, George Darra- 
cott, George G. Smith, Otis Tufts, and Joseph M. Wight- 
man ; and these constituted the board; — the president 
acting as chairman. The organization being completed, 
Mr. Lincoln offered another series of resolutions, as fol- 
lows : — 

Resolved, That the government feel a deep interest in the mechanics 
and eiiixineers' school, established by Mr. Tilden ; and, in order to ex- 
hibit our confidence in him, and our rei^ard for the welfare of that class of 
young men for whom it was especially designed, and in conformity with 
the fonner nsaijres of the association, and the present sympathies of the 
members, we believe it will be wise to appropriate a certain sum for the 
purposes of instruction. 

Hcsolvcdj Tliat the library committee be authorized to offer to the ap- 
prentices' association ten scholarships in said school, tlie conditions of 
which shall be, that each pupil shall be a member of said association, 
shall be of ii^ooil manners and unblemished character, shall be elected to 
said honor by the ballots of his fellow-members, and shall at the close of 
the term present to the board of visitors an account of his attendance and 
the progress he lias niadt? in tlie stuilies of said school. 

Resolved, That the president be instructed to ask the association, at the 
next quarterly meetini:, for an appropriation of One hundred dollars, to 
carry the foregoing resolutions into effect. 
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These reaolntions were also adopted. The president hav- 
ing saggested "that a gold medal be presented to snch a 
scholar, sent to the school by the government from the ap- 
prentices' library association, as shall make most progress in 
bis studies during the year," the subject was referred, by the 
association, to the government,' 

Stephen IVL Allen, a member, proposed that the Bssoctatioti 
ahould afford aid to an association, having for iU object the 
erection of a monument to the memory of Robert FuItoD. 
On motion of George G. Smith, it was moved that the gov- 
ernment have full power to procure a stone, with such in- 
scriptions as they may deem proper, for the proposed monu- 
ment. The motion was afterwards withdrawn, at the request 
of Granville Mears, who offered the following resolutions, 
which, after having been read, were laid on the table:' — 

BtMilvtd, That, in common with every palriotic Anterican, and every 
votary of science thTOUghoul the civilized world, the members of this aa- 
Mcistion entertain the profoundeat admiration of the lofty ^nias and ex- 
pxnded inleUecl of the illustrious Fulton, whose magnificent discoveries 
have reflected honor upon his age and country, and contributed so largely 
to the advancement of human happiness 

Heiolved, That the memory of ao noble & beti«factor of his race ought 
to be cherished, and venerated, and perpelnaleJ, especially in this his 
native land ; and thai we therefore hail, with feelings of enthusiasm, the 
grateful project of honoring thol memory, by the erection of a memorial 
worthy of his fame, on an interesting and beautiful spot in the heart of 
our ooaniry, — a spot endeared and hallowed by the remembrance, that 
in the early stages of his great enierprize, some of those researches weio 
there commenced, from which have resulted the most gigantic improve- 
ments lliat Art has ever grafted upon Nature. 

Rtiolved, That we heartily ami earnestly commend the proposed un- 
dertaking to the warmest affections and most genorous regard of the pub- 

• It doei noi appear Tnirn lite record, Ibai there wat any ninheraciian in regard to 
■he rrwdai, dunn; [he year. Nor a there any ivporl frum (he board of vinion oon- 
ceninK Ibe ■chool, — which wa> merely ■ private enierprila of Mr. Tilden'*, in wblcb 
he wi*hcd lo engage lh« palronatra of Iha siusociiitioo, therel>v la make It iniin MO- 
cchTuI, than he had been able lo do ; aad ihe Mnclion o( lbs usoclalian w» cheer- 
fully giirea to it, on Ihe belief Ibal it might be of mon: use, "having Ihe aUment of 
petaunal enlerpriir," than Ihe previoiii elE>rls or Ihe atwicistion in Ihe aame direclkiD. 
If the pbin hu pmved to be a fiiildre, il ha* nol been the laull Dflfae aiHKiatloa. Our 
eonneeliOD wiib il was hooonbla m tia cbanicler, and inanifealecl a deaira lo encoor- 
■gc sad loner any entcrpriie, that might beneQl the aisin^ freaeralion of macluaiCB- 
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nk-ipirited people of Maagoohneetti ; troiliiig, tiist in die pramolMiaf t 
work flo honoiable to oar national diaracter, the oitixena of this tMmm a m 
wealth will maintain that repatation for eonsistent libetalitj and aefin. 
fratitnde, which they hare hitherto enjojed. 

The reeolntions were affcerwatde referred to a comimtteei 
eonsisting of F. W. LincoiDy jmi. G. BfeavBi O. G. SmMiv 
Junes Clarky and 8. M. Alien. 

The library committee offisred the following report, April 

In NoTomher, 1847, a cominittee of fifteen was appointed to make w- 
nngements for a library, reading and oonTorsation room, for the use of 
tiie association. This conunittee entered upon their duties with a good 
deal of alacrity and spirit, and it was thoo|^t that its objects might bo 
ipeediAy accomplished. 

The pecnliar pecaniary circomstances of the assoeiatimi for the hit 
two years, together with tilie changes that hare ocoorred in the oiganin- 
tion of the committee, two chairmen haring sucoessiTely declined, si 
alio sereral other Taoancies, renders it the dnty of the remaining maai- 
bers to close up its business and ask for a discharge. The whole dntf d 
the committee, as instructed upon their appointment, has not pefh^ 
been fully performed, but enough has been done to satiify the associstioa 
that something was attempted, and that their appointment was not alto- 
gether useless. The association, by a unanimous vote, in January, 1848, 
laid an assessment of Two dollars upon each member, to give to tho 
committee the means to hire a room and properly furnish it with the 
necessary furniture and give a start to the enterprize. 

The room which we now occupy was accordingly leased for a term of 
years. It was in a very imperfect state, and a considerable amount of the 
assessment was necessary to defray the expense of parting off the govern- 
ment's room from the main hall, and putting them both in such order ss 
the wants and respectability of the association seem to require. These 
rooms have been found amply large and convenient for all our business 
purposes, and have furnished the association a permanent location for its 
archives and other property, of a character which it has never before 
enjoyed. 

After the rooms were put in order, the committee, agreeably to a vote 
of the association, subscribed for a large number of the newspapers of ths 
day, and the principal English and American periodicals. The members 
were notified by the secretary of the fact, and were cordially invited hj 
that affable gentleman, to visit the rooms for their perusal, he pledging 
himself to be present certain hours in each day. But few availed them- 
selves of this privilege, and so little interest was evinced in the matter 
by the members, that it was thought best to discontinue the pablicatioBi 



CHARITABLE UECIIANIC ASSOCIATION. 



vilh the yeat'i subscription, and to cluij 



(n excepiiiig for special 
n for reading aad social 



ingopen o 



We have no doubl ihal ihis expetiraenl of a n 
inlercourse, may be tried hereafler wilh belter si 
«ituation is such ihni it will warrant the rooms b 
Ae d*y Kiiil evening with ihe proper attendants. 

The committee have not thought it eispedieut, for obvious reasons, to 
jnake a direct personal appeal to the members fur donaliotis eillier in 
«BBb or books. They have, however, received some donaljons unaolicit- 
B(l. They have had the periodicals bound, and have purchased some 
TaJunble works, which Ihey thought ought to be in possession of the asso- 
•cnation. These books have been put in good order and catalogued, and 
are now ready for circulation among our members. 

The assoeiBtion are indebted lo the Archileclural Society, who have 
pven us their entire library, consisting of some rare and valuable works. 
"We have also received handsome donations from Robert C. U'inlhrop, an 
"honorary member, and Henry N. Hooper, Esq. Joseph T. Buckingham, 
and Peter C. Jones, members of the association. There are other genlle- 
Taen who have expressed their intention to do likewise, and whose vol- 
tunes we hope soon to see upon our shelves. 

We have thus commenced a library, and added a new feature to the 
lasaociation. We may congratulate ourselves upon its establishment, and 
express the hope that it \a destined to be enloiged and be commensurate 
JD character with its standing and rank. All may not be alike interested 
in its success, but as all have so freely contributed to its introduction, it 
ishould ever receive the fostering care of those who shall be appointed to 
conduct our affairs. It consists of about two hundred volumes. 

We have ascertained from the treasurer's books, that the amount col- 
lected from the library assessment is SI, 116. The amount eipended is 
Se06 83. Fitting up room and fumilure, S6J3 72. For books, periodi- 
cals, &c. 4163 II. Leavingabalanceof upwards of $300, — which ought 
to be sacredly reserved for the purchase of valuable books. 

In conclusion, the commiltoe would recommend that the library be 
placed under the charge of Ihe government, and that they be authorized 
lo make such arrangements respecting it, as they may deem expedient. 
GRANVILLE MEARS, CAaimwn. 

F. W. LINCOLN, Jus. Sicrclary. 

The government was authorized to procure a stone for the 
national monument, in process of erection at Washington, 
and to place thereon such inscription as they may think 
proper, and to cause it to be transported to the builder of the 
monument. 

Mr. Kuhn, the secretary, having received an appointment 
from the government of the United States, resigned the office 
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iVid 1829, its highest honor, — calls for the expreHsion of our sincere re- 

, tUtohed, That we revere his memory for thai integrily of purpose, 
vhich (iistioguiahei] him as well in his private relaiions as in his public 
official eharneter, for that practical wisdom and steady industry, which 
rendered him an efficient man in all his undertaking, and enabled him 
to fill with so much credit the honorable duties of friend, osaociate and 
etlizeD. 

Rttohed, That while we would moet respectfully lender to his widow 
our sympathy and condolence in this hei deep affliction, we tvould also 
express our gratitude that his life was spared bo Ion;;, and that after his 
active days were over, it was his happy lot to spend their remainder in 
the enjoyment of those social amenities and blessing which so befit de- 
vlining years, and that, finally, at its close, he was BummoneU to his re- 
ward, without those physical sufferings which ao often accompany the 
departure of our dearest friends. 

Btiolvid, Thai a copy of the foreg(»ng resolutions be sent to the widow 
And family of the deceased, and also that they be entered upon the re- 
cords of the association. 

By invitation from the municipal authorities of the city, a 
portion of the members, (about two hundred,) joined the 
/oneral procession, in honor of Zachary Taylor, president of 
the United States, deceased. William Eaton waa appointed 
marshal, and Wyatt Kichaida standard-bearer, on the occa- 
sion. 

The " World's Fair," to be held in London in 1851, was 
introduced into the discu.isions of the association, in conse- 
qaeiice of letters and documents transmitted by Mr. Law- 
rence, the United States' minister at the court of Great 
Britain. The government, to whom the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported, August 28, that, '.'as the National Institute 
at Washington have been appointed a central committee, to 
take charge of all articles intended to be forwarded to said 
Fair, it was unnecessary for the association to take any fur- 
ther steps in the matter," The report was accepted and the 
committee discharged. 

Some question having arisen in the government, as to the 
requirements of the constitution in regard to qualifications for 
membership, it was resolved, " That a person having acted 
as a master workman, in a mechanical employment, and sub- 
sequently changing his business for other avocations, not re- 
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cognized by the constitution, is not eligible as a canditlnle 
for membership. 

The Sixth Exhibition and Fair of the association was 
opened at Fancuil and Quincy Halls, on Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 11, and closed on Saturday, September ^. ITie 
number of invoices entered was One thousand seven bandred 
and twenty, — being sixty-seven more than the number pre- 
sented at any previous exhibition. There was a larger 
amount of articles exhibited than on any former occaeioo, 
but some important manufactures (especially that of woolen 
cloth) were but poorly represented. The display of labor- 
saving machinery was highly spoken of There were many 
gratifying specimens of the skill of machinists and manufac- 
turers from the West and the South. The number of an-ards 
was as follows: — -Gold medals, 15; silver medals, 150; 
bronze medals, 109; diplomas, S20. The exhibition was vis- 
ited by delegations from the Bangor, Portland, l/jwell, Wor» 
cester, Providence, and New-Bedford Mechanic Associations, 
and the Franklin Institute. Invitations were extended to va- 
rious other industrial institutions and to many distinguished 
individuals. An address was delivered by John S. Skinner, 
a gentleman well known for his labors, during many years, for 
the promotion of agricultural and mechanical improvements 
In his address Mr. Skinner descanted freely and learnedly on 
the sympathy that exists between all the great branches of 
national industry; and showed how impossible It ia for one 
pursuit to prosper and go forward to a high degree of devel- 
opment, while others are languishing around it, by illustn- 
ttons, drawn from bis own personal experience. 

The proceeds of this exhibition amounted to TvseiU}/ Uot»- 
sand four hundred and fifty dollars and twenly-five cents. 

Al the commencement of the fear 1850, there was a balaoce 

in the treaaury of S3,T49 Si 

The receipts of the year, including asaessmenlB, admisBion 
fees, and arrearages paid to the secretary, rent of Revere 
Houae and Quincy Uall, and proceeds of the sixtli exhibi- 
tion, were 37,SI4 II 
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[ Brought forward, 839,844 12 
]iThe disburaementa, lo the committee of relief, families of de- 
ceased members, secretaries, ihe mechanic and engineer's 
I Bchoot, library commillee, funerals of President Taylor and 
S. T. Armstrong, rent of Quincy " Hall and aBsociBlion 
tooms, repairs of Itevere House, insurance, taxes, interest 
on Uxtits, redemption of script, expenaea of the sixth exhi- 
bition, and contingencies, 32,83! 01 

Leaving a balance over expenditure, S7,023 1 ) 

The property of the associalion, exclusive of furniture, books, 
Ite. to which no money value could be assigned, consisted 

of the ReTere House, costing S143,608 3S 

Cash in the treasury, 7,022 U 

Atiearages due from members, 1.002 00 

8ldl,632 4<l 
The association was indebted, — bills payable, for loans from 
the Provident Institution for Savings, . 865,000 00 

Unredeemed script, 3,500 00 

Interest accrued, 2,053 00 

Insurance, ISO 00 

tTosetUed bills of the sixth exhibition, . . 750 00 — 71,455 00 

Leaviug a net balance of S80,1TT 49 

The finance committee concluded their report, by repeat- 
ing the well-merited complimentary notice of the accuracy of 
the treasurer's accounts, and of his untiring efTorts to promote 
the prosperity of the association. 

The persons admitted to membership were : — 
Benjamin While, Printer. Samuel F. Crosby, Silversmith. 

A- F. Block, Chemist. Anthony Waterman, Carpenter. 

William B. Little, Chemist. Enoch H. Ball, Copper-plate printer. 

Jefferson Wiley, Printer. Henry P. Fairbanks, Manufacturer. 

George Ross, Gilder. Uriah A. Boyden, Civil Engineer. 

Robert Briggs, jun. Civil Engineer. Henry Pettes, Manufacturer. 
William F. Goodwin, Painter. Henry E. Tomer, Tin-plate- worker. 

Morriti Hoffman, Primer. Thomas J, Bailey, Marble- worker. 

CyruB Carpenter, Tin-plate- worker. Horace Conn, Leather-manufact'er. 
Joseph Cranch Bond, Watch-maker. Edward Howard, Clock and Balance 
Bicbard F. Bond, Watch-maker. maker. 

Charles C. Connelly, Carpenter. David P. Davis, Clock and Balance 

George W. Briggs, Bookbinder. maker, 

James Perkins, Blacksmith. John J. Rayner, Coach-maker. 

obn P. Lovell, Gun-m,aker. 
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Several members signified their wish to withdraw from the 
association, and, having paid all assessments, were honorably 
discharged. Seventeen members were discharged for long 
delinquency. 

Enoch Dennis, Abe] Bowen,* Samuel T. Armstrong, Eben- 
ezerShute,t Noah Blanchard, Winslow Lewis4 Isaac Dapec, 
and Afred S. Sandford, deceased. 



• Abel Bovren wu bom io Greenbuih, N. Y. December 33, 1790, anil livrd wiih \M 
piKDis lill JMIS, wben he wu iiIbcsJ ai an ■jiprBnliL'c lo a pnaler in HiidfOi tg 
1612 he removed lo Botlon, and cotntneDCeil Ihe buaincH afengtaTiii^ db wood. — ■■ 
art which bad lill Ihen. heinbul Iiille ptaellncd in Boaloa. Uo ma Ihn coaipdvrirfa 
" Pivlonal Hialory of BiMtoa " and wu conccnied in many enlerpriiet, lo wbid Ibe 
■id of hi* an and »biU were >u«eMrully bruugbl lo the illiiilralion o( |Hibl)euiooa gf 
vwioua kinda. For Mitw year* pretkiiu lo h» dealh he reiided in CUcImb. aad died 
then, on lb< eleveoth of March. ItS-V. He wu a moded and indusinoii* man, 

t Ebeneier Sbuie wu born in Maiden, January ■!.% I77S. and, al an earijr at*, WM 
appRniiced lo a Mr. Lming oT Charlealown. lo team Iba Irade of a oupeatw. Ue 
compleied hia apprenliferhip with a Mr. Goodwin of Bo»lon, aoil worked ai faia Uada 
a> a juume)rmBD. He was coonEcied hhiki yean wilh Ihe lale Juab Hunt, and ihn 
liimieil a partnerabip with Joseph Woodcock, on Snow't wharf, at the aorita pail U 
BuilOB. In l^^be wu appointed a cone table of Ihe town, and wat active at ■ pdlM 
officer in aapprcMing- vice in a panicular pan of il. He wu one of Ihe firat nSocn 
appointed to aliend tbe police court, and wa« conalanl in hii fervice till witbia a year 
or two of hia dealb, and bad an imporunl agency in the delectioti of crinuoal 
He died on (be Iwentylbird of May, ISM. 

t Window Lewia wa< bom in Wallfleel. May 11, ITTO. He wu the aoa of Wiw. 
low Lcwia. Hie frrandrather wu tba Kev luiab Lewia, wbo officiated finy- 
yean ■• ihe minialer of WellDeel Mr. Lewia wai, for many ycai 
and akillful thip-muler, and. fornear half a ceoiury, wu conaecled with Ihe Ufhl- 
houae ealabliahnMnl. " Tbe servicea which he rendered llie (vternmenl (in lb« 
words of an obliuafy notice in the Boilon Journal) and lo our memniile cccDOnailyi 
were incalculable, and will cauee bit name to be long htid in reipecl and veneimliDB, 

by all who have buiincM on the great ovean. Hi* slronx praclical mind. 

peraeveranee, and iiiduauiou* habiis. compentaled fur any dcfiuiency 
knowledge or acienlific atiainmenu : and few men have labored n 
more auccexlblly through a long life, than Captain Window Lewia, and hi* 
will he remfltnliered, and uaocialed with whalever i> Irue and excellent in maa 
alWr Ihe ilmoal countlei* heacoai, which be erected lo warn the approaching na 
or«tangcr. •hall have cnim bled inio dust " Mr. Lewi* repreaented the city of Bi 
once, in the Legiiflature, wu a member of tbe fir»l common council, under ibe oily 

ber of the Humane Sociely, He becauiii a mem'-er of our auocialion la I61i )!■ 
died in Roihiiry. May 20. I6S0. al the aiie of eigbly yeare, in ibe full enjoyment, np M 
thai date, of IbRt sigiir of iniellecl buoyancy of ipiiil, and phyiiM) eODaUlniiaSi fcf 
whieh h* bad ever been dieliDgnlahcd. 
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Aniiaal meeting, January 8. Mr. Lincoln, from the com- 
mittee appointed in April, 1850, to take into consideration 
certain reeolutiona concerning tlie Fulton monument, reported 
as follows : — 

Civilized men have, in all ages, testified iheir respect for the dead, by 
In the private walks of life affection plants its 
the grave*! uf departed kindred; while in public 
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: testimonials, while honoring the 
conaidereil of great beneAl to tlm 
a generous emulation in heroic 
a similar consecration of his time 



, the name of Robert 
e of Washington is without 
irviees to Ida country, bo 
9 of llie brightest i 



life, a grateful country raises its shaft i 
deeds of its illustrious citizens. Tlies 
genius and virtues of the departed, an 
living, as their tendency is, to excite la 
deeds, and to challenge the beholder l( 
and talents to the public good. 

Among the acknowledged benefactors of his 
Fallon is universally applauded. As the u 
a peer, considered in relation to his political a 
the name of Fulioa stands acknowledged as or 

galaxy of distinguished Americans, who have by their inventive genitis 
carried forward the industrial arts lo their present slate, and made our 
country not only the home of the free, hut the very theatre upon which 
the grandest achievements of modem science have been demonstrated. 
Probably no event in American history, since ihe revolution, was more 
pregnant in important results ihan the first successful application of steam 
lo navigation. One of the most efficient means to keep a people united 
in a country so extensive and roagnilicenl in its pioportiona as our own, 
is (o furnish the instrument for a safe and rapid transit, bringing different 
communities, separated by thousands of miles, into frequent cotnmunica- 
lion with each other. 

Viewed in ihis light, the great invention of Fulton assumes a deep sig- 
nificance, and the patriot no less ihan the philanthropist and the man of 
science should join alike in any tribute lo liis memory. Accordingly wa 
lind thai the project of a monument lo his memory has been agitated with 
mora or less spirit ever since bi' decease. The difficulties arising from 
the choice of a location, — some wishing il upon the banlts of the Hudson, 
and others farther west, — have delayed the commencement of the enter- 
prise until the past year. An association has been organized in Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, and ihe site selected for the monument in the lower 
Ohio, near the town of Cannellon, Indiana. The choice of the location 
is considered highly felicitous, it being on a high blulT, commanding a 
prospect of one of those mighty streams of the West, which hate in a 
gretU degree become the highways uf tha naljon, through the tjeaius uf 
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S^sfli 'rr Htf oiniiniifr F. W. UXCOLX, Jrx. 

;Jl3CE5 CLAKK. 
G£05GE G. SMITH. 
5TT?HE\ >L ALLE.V, 
Gi_LVVTLLE MEAKS. 

r^is i 'T j^ r^ laii "ie " ■g ut^' g in matiofi to it were referred to 

"Pie 7rrs.«ieir: presesr'^d a document containing a condens- 
ed fcx3s2ien* cc "^e iJEiir? oc the association for the preced- 
ing Tiirre Tvar? : rno" wiica the foUowine officers were elect- 

#*^ ^-^^ -^^ T*»itT * ^^ 
^i^ «.*«X ^^^ * «4A^ •> 

0?=iT3 Brewster. Treagnrer. 

F.-^erick H. Stimpson, Secretary. 
Graarille Mears, 
>Iatthew Binney, 
Joseph >!. Wightman, 
John Cowdio, 
Charles G. King, 
Elias W. Goddard, 

Tnutees, 

On motion of J. Green, jon. the government was directed 
to inquire into the expediency of procuring portraits of all 
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the past pre^identij of the association, to be placed in the hall. 
In the government the matter was referred to a committee, 
who reported that the proposed measure was inexpedient, 
BLod the report was accepted. 

A valuable collection of public docuraenta was presented 
to the association by the Hon. Rotiert C. Winthrop. 

At the government meeting, May 13, the secretary stated 
that certain experiments had been made by the vice-president, 
Mr. Bond, with " the free pendulum," and proposed that they 
should be repeated at the expense of the association, at the 
Buuker-Hill monument, if leave fur that purpose could be ob- 
tained from the mormment corporation. The subject was 
referred to the vice-president, the secretary, and J, M. Wight- 
man. This committee reported progress on the IGth of June. 
It was voted, that the secretary send to each member a ticket, 
inviting him and a female of his family to visit the exhibition. 
At the quarterly meeting, July 2, on motion of Mr. Wight- 
man, the association " voted, that the fjeasurer be authorized 
to pay the bills for the 'pendulum experiment,' not exceeding 
Three hundred dollars in all, when duly certified and allowed 
by the government." On motion of Henry N. Hooper, it was 
" voted, that the government be requested to ascertain, through 
a committee of their own body, whether there is, or is not, a 
diurnal variation of the Hunker-Hill monument from a true 
perpendicular, and, if so, how much said variation amounts 
to; also, if the rotation of the earth has been fully demon- 
strated by the experiment; and report to the association.'' 
The chairman of the committee made a partial report, which 
was re-committed, and subsequently reported in the form 
following : — 

The coramillee appointed at a former meeting of ihe government of the 
MaAaachuHetl9 Charitable Mechanic Association, to constiler and act 
upon the subject of " Foucault'a " free pendulum experiment, have at- 
tended to that duty, and aak leave to report : — 

The direct evidence of harmony in the lawa and operations of Nature, 
which even the simple apparatus of the free pendulum brings home to 
ihe mind of every reflecting person, haa recently eiciled in our commu- 
nity an uncommon degree of interest in the subject to which Ihe alien- 
tioa of your committee has been directed, Presuraitig, (hererore, that the 
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encoDnigetnent of this l&udable spirit of inquiiy to be in et 
the purpose of the SBSOciaiion, in directing the tepetilion of what has been 
called the " Foucault experiment," j'our commillee sought to re'peal it, on 
a scale that would leave no doubl, in regard to the truth of the theurj' 
wliich had been advanced, on the minda of those who sUouId wiuiew it, 
and at the same lime to decide certain queetionB of fact in regard lo the 
unifonniiy of the Apparent B/iraulliul mution of the plane of oacillatioD of 
lonx and short pendulumn. 

The Blinker-Hill monuraenl, from ils great height and stability, as well 
fts convenience of access for the public, seemiiii; to offer the b«si ailnt- 
tion for the repetition of this experimonl, your committee mad* a ruiiaf 
examination to it, and found there was a conical space within the monii- 
menl seven feel in diameler at the base, which gradually lessened to tha 
diameter of four feet at the top ; allowing free action for a pendaluin tira 
hundred and sixteen feet in lengtli, — the only obstruction being ■ unall 
model of the farmer monument, which had been placed there by Kin; 
Solomon's Lodge, in memory of General Warren. 

The committee having satisfied themselves that the place wa» adapl«d 
U> the intended purpose, made immediate application to the Hoil G. W- 
Warren, president, and to several members of the board of trusieea of (he 
Bunker- Hill Monument Association, for its use on this occasion. A spe- 
cial meeting of the board was subsequently held, and the required pe^ 
mission granted to the Massachusetls Charitable Mechanic Associatioa, 
in the most prompt and liberal manner. 

The small marble model having been removed, under the dirpctioa of 
the .Masonic Lodge which had placed it there, a. platform was laid at the 
base of the tower, and several concentric circles drawn upon it, iba oota 
one being divided into three hundred and sixty degrees, with radii lo ft 
cilitBte the observation of the apparent aximulhal movement of the peo- 
dulura. At the height of five feet above the plalfotm a wooden ring wai 
secured lo the stone work, bearing within it a movable cin'le. to which 
was attached a. sight vane, reading by vernier, fur the more accuma i^ 
servation of the ]>lane of oscillation. 

As it was found that the current of air within the monument would 
cause irregularities in the action of the pendulum lo an extent that would 
very much embarrass the observer, a door, with plalo glass, was subati* 
tuied for the iron grating at the opening left for observation ; a firm nip- 
port was made at the top, vertically situated in regard to the centra of the 
platform below; the pendulum itself consisted of a ihirly-lwo pound 
cannon ball, enclosed in brass circles, having a steel pointer below, with 
adjustmenls whereby it could be brought directly under the point of oof- 
pension; the wire was of annealed sleet of the size commonly knownv 
No. 20, and was attached to the ball by a clamp screw having a hoM 
pierced through it of the same size as the wire ; the taiue kind of elonp 
screw was provided for the suspension above, llirough which the win 
was drawn and seoored to an iron bolt. 
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The osnnon ball was lent to us for the purpose by Dr. Morrill WymaR, 
if Cambridge. It possesses incidentally considerable historical interesl, 
M being one of those thrown from the " Lively," British frigate, on the 
it of the American forces across Charlestown Neck, after the battle 
r Bunker-Hill. 

The rings and apparatus for adjustment were prepared at the manufac- 
r of H. N. Hooper & Company. The sight vane, vemeir and scale, 
re made by Mr. Slowell of Charlesiown. 
On comparing the results obtained from the observations made with 
ia pendulum of two hundred and sixteen feet, with those obtained from 
le of thirty feet, suspended at the Cambridge observatory, the commit- 
» find that the primary object of the association in prosecuting this in- 
qairy on bo large a scale, has been satisfactorily accomplished. The 
Cambridge and Bunker-Hill pendulum, although differing in radius one 
kondred and eighty-siic feet, give the eame lime of rotation of the earth, 
nutually confirming the hypothesis of Foucault, founded npon the law of 
persistence of motion of a free pendulum, and of the inverse ralio of (hu 
of rolalion to the sines of the latitude. 
The time occupied by a single vibration of the Bunker-Hill pendulum, 
«t the temperature of 74 deg. was found to be 8.33 sec. while that of a 
single vibration of the Cambridge observatory pendulum required, at the 
lempetaiure of 58 deg. 2.95 see, the computed limes being 8.14 sec. and 
aj)3 respectively, without allowance being made for the resistance of the 
ir and weight of the suspension wire ; but the omission of these correc- 
tions does not aliect the main question. We have, hnwever, for prolonged 
obeervalion, encountered the same difficulty which has arrested the pro- 
|;i«ss of other experimenters; it ia thai of a continual rtdactton oftht an 
ofvUnatma, occasioned by the resistance of the air. The friction in this 
cue being extremely small, a more accurate determination of the rale of 
■simDibal motion must therefore be postponed, until some method has 
been devised for maintaining this arc without influencing the direction of * 
motion in the pendulum. 

Perhaps it may be thought worth wiiile to notice the fact, although it 
tras by no means an unexpected one to ihe committee, that, in ihe prose- 
cntion of these pendulum experiments, it has been satisfactorily deter- 
mined that Ihe Bunker- Hill monument occasionally deviates from its nor- 
mal position, in consequence of the unequal healing of its sides by Ihe 
mn. During a clear day the greater heat of tlie direct rays of the sun 
iftlling in the morning upon the eastern side of the column, causes it to 
expand more than the opposite side, which is less healed ; the effect of 
thii nnequol healing is to 6enrf the monument towards the west, thereby 
producing a westerly deviation of the plumb-line of about half an inch to 
a radius of 316 feet; after noon, as the western side becomes healed and 
the eastern cools, llie aiis of the cotunm passes iho vertical in regard to 
its centre below, and during the night regains its first position. The 
e described by the point at the lower extremity of the plumb-line is 
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one of conaidMable intricacy, not merely on acooant of the form of iha 
monument, but also of the coastaatly varying inlensity of the solkt njt. 
A merabet of the coimniltoe bad occasion to notice, some years 
while in cliar^ of tlia Cambriilge observatory, a similar e&ect of tha 
iun's rayd on tbe granite piers of his transit iastrumenl. In this cmat 
test object was the meridian mark, twelve miles distant; the devistioQ 
was at tirat ascribed to lateral refraction in the atmo^here, but BUb«»- 
quent examioalion and trial ^owed that it was caused by the uoequal 
expQDsioD and contraction of the piers from chang;e of temperature. 

As the Bunker-Hill monument alTorded an excellent opporlunily for 
testing the instrument called the aneroid barometer, under the ctri 
stances of rapid and considerable change of height above the surtice of 
the ground, the occasion was embraced for that purpose, — more < 
cially for the reason that the aneroid is becoming moch relied upoo by 
seamen. The experimenU have shown the extreme sensitiveaeM a 
general correelness of the instrument The trial wsis conducted in I 
following manner : — 

Two aneroid barometers of the usual conGlnictiou were firat compared 
with the standards at the Cambridge oliservatory, and were afterwanb 
taken, by way of the Harvard Branch Railrwid, to Chftrlealown, thenee M 
Boston, and there compared with an excellent standard barometer made 
by Temple ; from thence they were taken to the monument, and placed 
for a lime on the platform, in order that they might acquire tbe tempera- 
ture of the air inside the building. The indications of both instiumenb 
were recorded, with the temperature, and one of them taken by huid fai 
the top of the monument, the readingn being noted, during the ascent, at 
eight stations, which were, the platform betow, the several openings io 
the sides, and at the top, from whence, provision having been made kt 
that purpose, the instrument was quickly lowered to the observer below. 
It was then read olf, and, on a signal being given, was again hoifled M 
• the top, where its readings were recorded simultaneously with the « 
below. This process was repeated, occasionally exchanging instramcDU, 
until a sufficient number of abaervaiions had been obtained. Resdingi 
were also made at the terminus of the Harvard Branch al Cambrid.ge, ihs 
Charleslown and Fitchburg stations, and at the observatory, both in going 
and returning. A copy of the record of the observations accompauM 
this report. 

The number of visitors to witness the experiment of the pendulum haa 
been very considerable ; they have expressed their aatisfactioa, *i 
conviction of the truth of the theory, almost without exception. TT» 
trustees of the monument have assured the committee Ihal no injury hu 
been done to it by our operations and that Ihey feel entirely satisfied with 
the proceedings generally. WILLIAM C. BOND, 

FKEDEBICK H. STIMPSON, 
JOSEPH M. WIGHTMA.V, 

Cemnutltt. 



Dtumbtr 16, 1621. 
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The fifteenth triennial festival was held on the iirst day of 
October, By the recommendation of the government, the 
pablic parade, which had made an imposing part of the cele- 
bration for near fifty years, was dispcnaed with. An address 
was delivered at the Masonic Temple to the members 
of the association, by Joseph H. Buckingham. A copy 
of the address was requested for publication and granted. 
In the evening there was a brilliant assemblage of ladies and 
gentlemen, at Faneuil Hall. Muiilc and dancing, a supper, 
and the usual number of speeches from the guests, closed the 
festival. 

At the government meeting, December 9, a letter from J. T. 
Buckingham was received, asking the liberty to take the sev- 
eral volumes of records, for the purpose of examining them, 
with a view of compiling a history of the institution. The 
request was granted, and the secretary authorized to deliver 
the records, agreeably to the application. 

The following were admitted members: — 



ker Curtis Barnes, Carpenter. 

Cornelius Driscoll, Tailor. 

ErasIUB B. Bigelow, Manufacturer. 

William White, Printer. 

John B. WiiBon, Carpenter. 

George E. Porter, Watch-maker. 

William H. Hill, Bookbinder. 

George A. Fields, Bookbinder. 
r. Henry Guild, Jeweler. 



WilUam White, Sheet -iron-woj 
Silas W. Wilder, Printer. 
Horace Smith, Hatler. 
John Haichraan, Gilder. 
John Taylor, Shipwright. 
Edward Cram, Manufacturer. 
William Harris, Harness-makei 
Albert Biabee, Machinist. 
Benjamin Periey Poore, Prinlei 
Edward L. Balch, Printer. 

The following members died during the year: — Thomas 
Edmands,* Francis Walker, John Clark, jun. Edward Bug- 

• Thonui Edmandi waaaiiBliveiirChailEalowi], and was born in February, ITbO. 
HcKtved a n-gulnrand fdiihrnl appreniioeahip to ihe priming lju»iDeM wiib William 
Minoing. and waa eiaployei] by Mr, Manning, u a foreauiD, for a couple of yrara after 
he wa* iwenly-one. He Iben opened a grocery alore in Cbarleilown, in conneciion 
with hi* blher. He IbDowed lliii emplDymenl but a ahoii lime, before lie liirmed a 
partavnbip with Enaiga Lincoln, and carried on Ibe buaineM of prjaling and book- 
•dliof, in Ibia eonneelion, lill the death of Mr Lincoln. 3hunly alter Ibal event ta« 
ralinquiabed the busineaa, and removed to a farm In Nevrlon, wbere be died in January, 
I6S1, baving nearly camplcled the aevenly-linl year of his age. Mr. Edmandi waa ■ 
well-educaled primer The numeroua worka from the presa o( Lincoln t Edmanda, 
■re memoriala of bia akill and accuracy. He waa never ambltioua of public nolorlely, 
Hu Vinuea were not of an oalenlBlloua cbancler, but were sucb aa prociireil for him 
«ct and oooGdenoe. Hii aervicei were freely given lo Ihe public, 



I 
I 



hee, ioieph JomtM, fTiiriri W. Cnmmingv, Edwmrd Maxwell, 
Edward Adsau, Cvnu H*>tiags, Joseph Jenkins,* David W. 
Hill, Ezra IL Bail, Fnocis Lecompte, Joseph Qieenj, Joha 
O. Bogen,t and Jamrs KnoU. 



laiber oTtbe m^sw) oommhi 

U«]oi»cJifc« ■mi !■ Ug?. »ni piofiitir |Mi IbanM 

■in ■ life laeahet. h det> bM tppett Don lbs maMrcr't 
■r mcelnd ibc faaani fes, « 



wbom he tcrvcd n ■ 
ii*B u lb* l^(UUiui 
naveiHry io nonalilul 
tHKilia Ihal Iiii ranillr 
M ■ (lonailan la ihe luatl. 

■ Ju>a|ih Jvaliiiia wa* ■ win of Bam. id llw cxnuty of WofenUr, ud wn IWn 
liiillainl In (he liuilnew of » cnrpenler He remoired to Boatoa •bool Ike j"* IW 
■ml |iiiniieil lila ullinK wilb llie on11ii«ry aucccM wbicta *iruu indiulry when BMl- 
lUKiluil by rrainlineH of giin. About lbs yoi ISJO, he ubnuiKd ■ coatnci tnta Ike 
■iiVHtiiinaiU (ur bmldinit • ci»liini-hou>e M rietr-Orleuii. Mr. Jenkina wu ■ tbe» 
ralloiil ■ad pnollral trrlilleiM, and (liiJinl hi* favotiu Mience iriili emhucMtm. lla 
limpareil ih« irrcMir |<art uflho inkterkl foreoinplcliig bit coulnct. aed muni&etnMd 
ihe tloor*. vrliidaw*. oornicea, tea. in hi* own worktbop in Bosian. wbenoe ihey ime 
■hipped ti) Naw>Orle*n«, raaily to lake their place* in ihe buiUiog. TbecoslrMtWtt 
• tiraAlable one, anJ M>. JetiLio* ralurned lo Bottoo, atlei »hoa\ a ycBr** ■hw»e ti 
<wilh a haaJMine mm of money in hia pocket Unronuoalely, be eoter«<l into ifecs- 
talluna wbioh snJ«il in >ariuu« embamuamenta, aod reduced bim to extreme porerly. 
Kur imny year* ha ilnigiKleil hud lo ro(«in the independence he had loci. Hi* plau 
aecmed to be well bid and la piomiM mooeat, bul Ihey ill tailed. The laal pniieel 
which engnced hia UleDtioa and tlWppolnied hi* eipecialuina, wu the ercctioii of the 
edifice. Tonnerly known ai Itie " Muaeuni Building,'' at Ihe comer or Treraoal aad 
Bromfield-alreeU, which he aOrrwunl* ooiivened Id a aplendid bolel, and called il IW 
Monlgotnery Houte, and whirli it now the printing and publishing office o('- Gleaaoa'i 
Piclonal Parlor Conipanioa.'' Tlie ••tate wa* himpered with a law-airit, wUcb 
eventuated in the hopeleti ruin of Ur. Jeukin* and the terioiu Injury of fncnd* wbo 
had been dnwn in lo hi* aid. He waa poiMUed of much nataial ability, and re*pec l - 
able litenry and •cienllGo •llainmenu Soon aller hia return from New-Orleuu. bt 
wu nominated, by a large meeling of hia fellow-oitiaena, for mayor of the cily,— lbM 
reoeolly incorpoiated. He failed uf an election, hut wa* aflerwarda choaen an aUar- 
man, and a member of Iha Legirlature. He became a member of our aotociiiuaa in 
ISIO, — delivered the addma at the triennial lealival in 181S, — wa> a Imslee ia IfS 
and UQ3, — and vice^>re*idenl in IKISand 1SS6. He wuan officer of *oiQeimportmo* 
in Ihe mililia, and n»e to the rank of colonel. He wa* alio a member of the aodaiy 
ol Freemaaona, and waa e>teeined for hi* eandor and leneroalty , and for the fiMily 
with which he adminiBlered Ihe aRain of the vnrioti* maionio office* which h« ana- 
Mined. He died in Boiton, October, 1S31. 

t John Gorbam R->gen, bnrn in Glouc«ler. May 2°, 17D3, wa4 Ihe <on of John Cof 
bam R«^r*, a merchant of Ihal place. He ciune lo Buaton al Ihe a^e of •cTenteea. 
and entered the office of Dr. John Park, editor aod publiiher of Ibc Boston Repenory, 
where he remained L'tl twenly-oiie, ai an apprentice lo the pnnling butineo. Viet 
Ihe Boston Type and Stereotype Foundry wa* ettabliiihed, be wu Mppoinled agealeT 
the ciHpOfallon, and occupied that position till ISI2, when he resigned ii on accoutuoT 
Bickne**. He luSered much from continued aicknea* till he died. December 'J9. It41, 
in the BfLy-ninlh year of bii tge. Mr. Rogen waa aeiMVlary of Ihe asaooialioa (•• 
yean, and a Irnslee Ihree years, iwa officer whioh be filled lo the anwplaacc of lb« 
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Annual meeting, January 7. 
elected : — 

Jenaa Cbickering, Freiidenl. 

^illjam Cranch Bond, Vite- Prtaidtat. 
Theophilus R. Marvin, 
Hiram Boswonh, 
Malttiew Binney, 
John Condin, 
Elioa W. Goddard, 
Ebenezer H. Little, 



The following officers were 

Osmyn Brewster, Trewurer. 

Frederick H. Stirapson, Snrttaiy. 
Frederic W. Lincoln, jun. 
Granville Mears, 
Joseph M. Wightraan, 
Charles G. King, 
George Yendell, 
Williain, Blake, 

Tnutea. 

At the government meeting, February 27, Mr. Brewster 
8tat«;d that J. T. Buckingham was compiling a history of the 
association, being principally an abstract from the records, 
which he intended to present to the association. It was 
voted, on motion of Mr. Brewster, that Messrs. F. W. Lin- 
coln, jun. Oamyn Brewster, and Joseph M. Wightman, be a 
committee to confer with Mr. Buckingham, and report at 
some future meeting. The committee reported at the ucxt 
meeting. At the (juarterly meeting in April, on motion of 
Bobert Marsh, the subject was referred to the government, 
with power to dispose of the manuscript as they might deem 
proper. 

A correspondence between the president of the association 
and John C. Park, Esq. concerning a silver snafT-box, — given 
by Benjamin Russell to one of Mr. Park's family, said to 
have been made by Paul Bevere, senior, and to have been the 
Bubject of sundry accidents and anecdotes, — was read and 
recorded. The box was presented by Mr. Park to the presi- 
dent, and accepted, to be by him transmitted to his successor 
in office. 

A special meeting of the association was held, October 28, 
to consider what measures should be adopted in order to tes- 
tify the respect of the association for the memory of the Hon. 
Daniel "Webster, an honorary member. On motion of Ste- 
phen Fairbanks, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Fair- 
54 
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banks, G. Darracott, James Clark, Henry N. Hooper, John 
Rayner, Nathaniel Hammond, Enoch Hobart, Elijah Mears, 
and F. W. Lincoln, jun. was appointed to report resolutions. 
The committee reported the following, which were accepted 
and ordered to be placed on record : — 

Resolvedj That tluB association shares in the general sensibility and 
sorrow pervading this community, at the great national loss which the 
country has sustained in the recent decease of its eminent statesman and 
patriot, Daniel Webster. 

Resolved, That while his departure from this life casts a gloom over 
the hearts of our countrymen in every part of the Union, as well as upon 
the friends of constitutional liberty throughout the world, yet this be- 
reavement has a deeper poignancy of grief to us, who participated with 
him in those closer relations growing out of a common citizenship of the 
same city and commonwealth, and has also been enhanced by a still 
nearer bond to us in our associate capacity, as is testified in the fact that 
he has been, for many years, one of our most valued honorary members. 

Resolved, That in Mr. Webster's life and career, we have had the most 
iliustrous example of the full development of genius, under republican 
institutions, and its influence in return upon those institutions themselves, 
in their more perfect adaptation to the wants of the people, in accord- 
ance with the progressive spirit of the age. His efforts in behalf of the 
perpetuity of the constitution, and the sacred obligations of law ; his in- 
terest in the education of the great mass of the people ; his valuable ser- 
vices in the development of the agricultural and material resources of 
the country ; and his devotion to the cause of manual labor and domestic 
industry, — all these, and more of a kindred nature, to the support of 
which he gave his matchless eloquence, impregnated with that staunch 
American patriotism, worthy of the Father of the Republic, have estab- 
lished for him a fame unsurpassed in the world, and bequeathed to his 
countrymen and posterity a personal example, and the record of a con- 
summate wisdom, which, if heeded, will secure prosperity to our beloved 
land, as long as it remains " a power among the nations.'' 

Resolved, That the government be authorized to take such further meas- 
ures in relation to the illustrious deceased as they may deem expedient; 
also that the foregoing resolves be entered upon our records, and a copy 
of the same be transmitted to Mrs, Webster and her family. 

It was voted that the government attend the funeral of Mr. 
Webster. 

November 30. By invitation of the city council, the asso- 
ciation, under the direction of F. W. Lincoln, jun. chief mar- 
shal, formed a part of the procession, and attended the fune- 
ral ceremonies in memory of Mr. Webster, at Faneuil Hall. 
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By the rfiport of the committee of finance, made up to the 
dose of the yuar, it appears that the property of the asaiwia- 
lion, consisting of the Revere House, cash in the treasury, 
and assessments clue from members, amounted to §147,991 36 : 
and that, after deducting the indebtedness, there was a bal- 
ence of $91,191 SG; besides books, paintings, furniture, &c. 
to which no cash value was attached. 

The following persons were admitted to membership : — 
Charles Emerson, Bridg'c-builder. John A. Whipple, DugaerroIypiBt. 
Kufua M. Gale, Sailmiiker. James F. Wliiitemore, MacbiaisL 

Bichard H. Goodwin, BLickamith. James L. Linroln, Machinist. 
Lloyd Glover, Eri;fraver. Samuul H. Gregory, Paper-hanging 

Simon Haatingd, Painter. manufacturer. 

Hon. Marshall P. Wh-der waa admitted an honorary 
member, 

The following members died during the year: Joseph Bas- 
Bett, Charles Bates, Joseph Hilb, William T. Choatc, Will- 
iam Bridge, Alexander Parris,* Joha Marsh, Caleb S. Pratt, 
"Philip Peak, Simon G. Shiplcy,+ Samuel R. Johnson, 

• AlelBiider Tarns WBB born in Halifai, M<. Novemberai, ITSl. WUcn he waa 
quite young', hi* Tmher wat killed by ilie Tdllnig ofa Iree in Ihe ilale (Ihen province) of 

*Hwnc. Al [beageaf siileen lie waa aji|irenllced lo Noah Bonney, a carpemer Of 
l^tmbnike. In IMI.he removea id Porilani!, where tae reaided nil 1 SI 2, when be iras 

'■ppoiiiled cajilain of a corpt of anifir'Fri, in llie Mri'ice or iba Unilcd Stale*, and Wu 
Muliuneil at Plailsburgh. Hera hd remaineil sboul two years. In Juoe, ISIS, he re- 
moled lo Botlon, and tuperinlended the building of the Uniled Stale*' arsenal at 
'Wslarlown. He WIS associaleJ with Colonel Loammi Baldwin, in the ereclioii of Iba 
dry doeks at Charleslown and Gufport. He was the principal arobilecl of the mariae 
bocpltnl si Cheltea, St. Pmil's ehuruh, and many other public bulldingi in Boston and 

'the vi(-inity. Some of the light- honsei on Ihe coaal Hand as monaoienlsorhii-sclenre 
■nd aliill as an sruhiiect and engineer. During the last Kven yean of his Ufa he wai 
«ivil engineer at the navy-yard at Portimuuth, N. H. He died, Juno 16, ISS2 Mr. 
I^rni WN«, in ihebeM sense of ihe pliiaso, a i»!{/-lo«x/'' imm. He never went through 
■ regular Coutofl of tiudy at an Bri;hileul, but galhereil his knowlrdge from book*, and 
by hid intercourse with various perwiis, bul pnncipilly from an Englinhinan by the 
Mmeof-Keever. He was unohirunivo in hi* ileporlraenl, liberal in his sympsihies. 
ever ready lo aid the needy and alTlicled, a constant friend, and an intelligeni and 
Irusl- worthy counselor. 

t Simon G. Shiples- was Iwrn In Fepperell, Ms. October 27, ITDS. In Ihe «iimmer 

.of 1815, ha leA home, in search of employmrni, hui wiihoiu any seliled plan before 
bim. Hb came to Boelon. and hearing that Alpbonm MaMin.a baker, al CsmbnilgB- 

'port, would reoeive an apprenliw, he applied for Ihe pbice, oblainod ii, and coiilinntid 

■ininlll he waslwanlyKineyeBrsorage. For four or five year* after this, be Waa oc- 
ciipiol ■•• foreman in sundry bakeries in Boston. In 1^1, he commeoced buaiaesa for 
hliUMlfin Umon-slreel, where he remained I wenly-eighl years. Mr. Shipley Wu, for 
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Amasa G. Smith," Jabez BuUanl, Joshua Holdcn, and Will- 



18 5 3. 

The officers, chosen for this year, at the annQal meeting, 
January 5, were : — 



N 



Osmyn Brewster, Treatnitr. 
Frederick H. Stimpson, SttrtttJj. 

Cliarles G. King, 

Elias W. GoddarH, 

Ebenezer H. Little^ 

John H. Thomdike, 

Pelliam Bonney, 

Albert G. Brotrne, TnuUa. 



Jonas Chickering, Preiidenl. 
Frederic W. Lincoln, jun, Vice-Prtf. 

Joseph M. Wighiraan, 

John Cow din, 

George Yendell, 

William Blake, 

Daniel Davies, 

Calvin W. Haven, 
The following members were appointed a committee of 
relief, and the sum of Twelve hundred dollars was placed at 
their disposal: — Henry Hutchinson, Thomas Alair, James 
Tolman, Nathaniel N. Bates, Simon G. Cheever, Robert Bip- 
ley, Roland Gushing, Stephen Shelton, and Samuel Newman. 

five yean, * member of the cDminoD council, oao ye*r> nemberoriho board ofildM' 
men, and for aeveral yean ■ member of Ihe (chool commillee. He died of ■ cmocA 
in tbe slomach. Augual S3, 1833, Mr. Shipley was enlitled, beart and (oqI, in lb* pn- 
molion of works of religion and cbaril)r. The Howard Benevolent Socieiy, Ihe lUp' 
tilt Miauonary Society, the Sociely for the Reliefof Indigent FciiibIes, and the (I«nl- 
ing coinmiltee of the First Baplial Society, paascd resolution! on Ihe occuion of ba 
dealb, ai leilimooials of reapecl far hU character and deep regret for the lua* icBtuanl 
by hiideceaMi. 

• Ama>a G. Smith was bora in Bane, M>. March 13, 1601, and served bii apprenlia- 
ship, asa houHWriKbl with Joaephjeokini io Dosido. He followed thai oocupaliMlM 
a number of yeara, on his own account. He then laid anide Ihe looU of kia liwJc, nJ 
engaged eiteniively in Ihe importation and aale of carpelii in connection wilb JiA 
Taher, (who was also a houiewright and a member of our mociation,) under Ihe Em 
of Taber tc Smith. Alter carrying on Ibis busineu for aboul three yean, Mr. Snrll 
engased in surveying lumber, giving it up, however, ai inler\'al«, during which bo »■ 
employed in the building of the Montgomery House ifl Tremonl-ilreet. and Ihe BifOla 
House in Cambriilge. He heM several imporlanl offices in Ihe Diilitia, amonfr lAxi 
were that of commander of Ihe Ancient and Honorable Artillery, lieuleannt'Coloud of 
the aeoond regimsnl, and cummniider uflhe first regiment of LolaDlry. On the cmaUf 
oflhelwenty-BBCondof November, ISSi, white sitting near the diaw of ihe Lowell nik 
mad bridge, wailing fur a vessel to puss. Mr. Smith fell from the bridga and MM 
drowned. His body was not found till Ibe twenly-fintof April, I ^, whenjlwasiv' T 
covennl, in a renisrkable sisle of preKrvaiion, not Ikr from the spot whrre 
drowned A funeral service was performed over his remains, at St Malhew's 
Sonth'BoaUD Mr. Smith ioined lhDu«aoislion,asa life membor, in Ifdd. 
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The government was directed to make arrangements for a 
sevcath Exhibition and Fair, and the sum of Ten thousand 
dollars was appropriated to defray the expenses of it. 

The government was also instructed to procure the delivery, 
during the autumn and winter, of a course of lectures on 
practical scientific subjects. 

Before the close of this year several prominent members 
died. One of them, James Phillips, was the last of the living 
original members, except three persons who had seceded from 
the association.* 

In obedience to the vote of the association, passed at the 
beginning of the year, the government arranged an Exhibition 
aod Fair, which was opened to the public at Faneuil and 
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oflhe heart. Hia life wai not marked by any eilraordinary eveal, bul was a lira of 
quiel. uniform goodneu, and hit whole deportmenl was Ibal of an humble and imcere 
CtariilBD. 

David FmnciB, who died in March, in Ihe leveniy -fourth year of hia age, waa lbs 
eUesI aoo of Stephen Francia, and was born in Bualon. in October, ITT9 Like nioM 
ether »na of mechanica, be wat indebted to ibc public acboola for the ruilimenln of an 
edoMlkin, which he improved by aiudy and the advantage* derived from an apprentice- 
ship in a printing-aSioe. When quite young, be was apprenticed (o Belknap Af Hall, 
Ibe printer* and publisher* of a weekly paper, called the American Apollo. The pub- 
lication failed, and Mr. Francis entered the oUice of Samuel Hall, s well-known 
printer and bookfeller, where he remained till tlie age of twenty-one. He then 
fi>nned a partnerahip wilh Edmnnd Mnnroe. — a coDnection in buaineaa whii'h coa- 
linued 111) Ihe death of Mr. Francis, Tbey were enlerprizing publtshera, end preaeni- 
ed U the public many standard work*, wbicb had not befure been primed in AmeriL-a. 
Mr, Fianols was an atttive agent in the formation of Ihe military company called ihe 
Sanger*, in 1812, and was one of the oSIcen at ita finl public parade. He was afier- 
mrd* captain of Ihe company; but, as military ambition was not hia passion, he de- 
clined all further promotion. He wai one of the principal founders of the Faostus 
■■socialion, (a sociely of printers,] and of a fund for Ihe relief of widows and orphans. 
He joined our associaiion in 1S0». — was a Inislee from ISM to lbl7, — lecrelsry from 
thai year to 1V27, when be was elecled vice-president, but declined a re-eleeiion at the 
end of thai year He was several times elecled a repreaeniaiive in Ihe Legislature 
from the city of Boiilon. Mr. Froncia was always ready lo engage in any benevolent 
pn'jeel. Whatever hi' bead oontnved and hlshean approved, hi* hand executed wilh 
promplnesa and alucrily. With him. friendship waa aomeihing more than a name, 
ni* generous feelings operated silently, dwl their work wilhoul osMnialion, and pro- 
dnced their eOecls in a way that showed how much more blessed it is lo give limn lo 



L 



430 ANNALS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 

Quincy Halls, on the fourteenth of September. A premium 
had been offered for a new diploma, which was awarded to 
Otto Heinigke, an artist of New- York. It is thus described 
in a journal published at the Exhibition : — 

The centre is an allegorical representation of Union, designed to show 
the advantages and purposes of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic 
Association. It contains the figures of two men — mechanics — holding 
in their left hands, one a bundle of arrows, the other two horns of plenty 
twined together, — symbols of strength in union and the benefits of union. 
Their right hands are united over an altar, bearing on its front an endless 
chain of rings, drawn around an emblem of Charity. 

Around this centre, are allegorical representations, intended to show 
the relation of the intelligent mechanic to Science and Art, and that he 
must keep pace with both, in order to maintain his true position. At the 
top, on the left, is Science, mounted on the winged horse of thought, 

Jame9 McAlIaMer, son of William McAllaster, was bom in Bedford, N. H. Novem- 
ber 30, 1779, and served an apprenticeship in that town, with James Gilmore. He 
settled in Bo»(ion in 1804. As a houeewright he ranked among the mo»t thorough 
workmen of his day, and was highly esteemed by his cotemporaries, not only as a first- 
rate mechanic, but as an upright and honorable roan. Many edifices, of his construe* 
tion, bear testimony to his skill in architecture and his integrity in fulfilling all his con* 
tracts. He was several times a representative in the Legislature from the city of Bos- 
ton. For some years he was elected by the city council to the office of supenntendant 
of public buildings. He wa** admitted to membership in our association in 1820, and 
served as a trustee in 1S29 and 1S30. He died in Boston, April 15, 1853. 

Job Turner was born, April 26, 17S6, in Pembroke, Ms. At the age of sixteen he 
became an apprentice to Turner Crooker of Boston, to learn the trade of a mason. 
Soon after he was twenty-one years old he entered into a partnership with Mordecai 
S. Wallace, and the bui«inet>s was carried on several years, under the firm of Wallace 
& Turner. Mr. Turner was appointed master-mason of the Navy-yard at Charles- 
town, in which capacity he served the government sixteen years. During this period, 
the Dry Dock was built, — a work which will long be noticed as one of the most 
magnificent structures which the enterprize and skill of our mechanics have erected, 
and with which the name of Job Turner will always be associated. After he retired 
from the public service "at the navy-yard, Mr. Turner engaged but little in active busi- 
ness, as a mechanic. Having acquired a competency by his industry, he occupied his 
time in the performance of various public and private duties. He was employed bf 
the city government to superintend the erection of some of the public buildings, 
among which are the Hancock school-house and the insane hospital at South- Boston. 
Mr Turner was some time a member of the common council of the city. On Satur- 
day. September 10, he was in his usual health, and, in company with his w^ife, visited 
the Atheneum. While there, he spoke of a numbness in one of his hands, and imme- 
diutely fell upon the floor. He never spoke again, nor did he exhibit any sign of con- 
Pcioui*nes8. He ceased to breath on the twelfth day of the month. Mr Turner left no 
children, but he had exercised the duties of a parent and a brother to some who had 
octa>ion to lament an event which deprived them of a valued relative and friend. He 
became a member of the nss^ociation in IS 32, and served the regular term as a member 
of the government. He had many friends in the association, by whom he was esteem- 
ed as an upright and lil>eral man. 
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Striving upward, and endeavoring to lift the veil covering a sphinx, — 
symbolizing the secrets of nature. The progress of Science is watched 
by History, who sits on the opposite side, ready to record every new in- 
vention, while Fame proclaims it to the world. 

At the base is Genius, with the radiant flame on his head, listening 
eagerly; next to him, on one side, is Experience, an aged man with 
hammer and scales ; on the other Industry, with the bee-hive and wind- 
lass ; the three showing on what chiefly depends the perfection of the 
Mechanic Arts. 

In the rear are Agriculture, Mining and the Chase, bringing their con- 
tributions of raw materials ; and Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Math- 
ematics, Chemistry and Electricity, as the nearest relatives and chief 
supporters of the Mechanic Arts. 

The whole is supported and enclosed in a suitable ornament, bearing 
the Arms of Massachusetts and the American Eagle at the top ; and a 
figure holding wreaths, as prizes to contributors, at the bottom. 

CONCLUSION. 

The compiler of the annals, embraced in the preceding 
pages, is unwilling to conclude his labors, without offering a 
word of congratulation and encouragement to his associates. 
To those who became members of the association in its days 
of feebleness, and who sustained it with their best energies, 
through evil and through good report, it must be a proud 
satisfaction to see the child of their adoption grown up to 
maturity and assuming an honorable and important position 
among the numerous institutions which give to the metropo- 
lis of New-England a glorious name and an enviable fame 
among all the civilized nations of the earth. Those who 
have more recently enrolled their names on the catalogue of 
members, may learn from the example of their seniors, how 
much can be effected by perseverance, and how certain it is 
that resolution in pursuit and steadiness in progress will re- 
sult in consummation. 

It will have been seen that the association was organized 
by less than a hundred members, and with no fund but the 
annual payment of One dollar by each member. In ten 
years from its institution, the number of members did not 
amount to two hundred, and its available funds were too 
scanty to afford relief to the needy, except in sums almost too 
small to merit the thanks of the recipient. It was its lot, 
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also, to eiicoaiiter obloquy and reproach, and to need all the 
efforts of its friends to secure it against calumnious opposi- 
tion, and to redeem it from libelous defamatioa. The scene 
is changed. The number of members is near eight hundred. 
They are chiefly meu of substance, many are men of wealUi, 
end all, it is presumed, are industrious, intelligent, and pros- 
perous, — except the few upon whom adversity has laid ill 
iron hand ; and to these few, whose names are on the list of 
beneficiaries, the committee of relief are able, — by annoal 
and liberal appropriations from the funds, — to commuuicale 
comfort and consolation. The association has been able to 
provide schools for the education of apprentices in brancbei 
of learning suitable to their wants ; — to create lib^arie^ and 
to establish lectures, for the entertainment and instruction of 
its members and their families; — and, finally, to institatt: 
exhibitions and fairs, for the promotion of arts and the en- 
couragement of domestic manufactmes, by the awarding of 
premiums, gratuities, medals, and diplomas. Is it clairaitig 
too much to say that the association has done and is now 
doing, as much for the improvement, prosperity, and refine- 
ment of society, as any other institution which challenges the 
favor of the public? 

Go on, then, brethren, confident in the faith, that still 
greater and more important results await your labors. Yon 
have funds and means, which are daily increasing, and will 
soon be ample for the accomplishment of still higher pa^ 
poses and nobler ends. Poverty supplicates for relief; Igno- 
rance waits for instruction ; Art and Industry solicit your aid; 
your Country demands your affection and support; Humanity 
pleads for your sympathy ; and to allure you onward, Religion 
presents her crown of immortality. Happy, thrice happy arc 
they whose labors brighten and extend the golden chain of 
improvement, till it surround the community and connect 
each individual with the throne of Ood. 
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